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Biographia Evangelica. 


EZEKIEL HOPKINS, D.D. 
BISHOP or DERRY, tr IRELAND. 


ZEKIEL HOPKINS, a learned Bifhop, 
whofe works are in good efteem, was born in 1633, 
in the parifh of Crediton, near Exeter, in Devon- 
Jbire, and was fon to the curate of Sandford, a chapel of 
eafe belonging to Crediton. In 1649 he became a cho- 
ritter of - Magdalen Collages Osferd, ulher of the fchool ad- 
joining when bachelor of arts, chapltin of the college 
when _mafter, and would bave been fellow had his county 
qualified him, Ail this time he lived and was educated 
under prefbyterian and independent difcipline; but, upon 
the reftoration of K. Charles I, being a doGrinal cal- 
vinift, and a real profeffor of the moft effential arti- 
cles of the church of England; he found no difficulty in 
his mind for a full conformity to its outward ritual, w! 
re-eftablifhed by Jaw; perfuaded that more good might be 
done in the church than out of it, both becaufe there were 
more 0; nities of attempting it, and beoaufe there, 
in confequence of the larger and more mixed multitude, 
it was moft of all wanted. He was firft, by the inrerei 
of Sir Zhomas Viner, made le@turer of the parith of Hack- 
wey near Lendon, where be continued till the act of con- 
formity was publifhed, and might have been chofen a lec» 
turer in London, but the bi: would not permit it, 
“becaufe he was a popular preacher, Mr. Wood fays, 
¢ among the fanatics.” At the Reftoration, the men of 
the church were much chi 3 but the decrines of the 
Vou. lV. church 
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church continued the fame. Some fiery 4rminians took 
the lead, and, inftead of compromifing differences (a6 
they had then a favorable opportunity to do), they, or 
too many of them, fought the indulgence of ‘revenge by 
trampling all diffenters under their feet. It is not to be 
doubted, but that the great majority of the hundreds, who 
were ejeed in 1662, would have gladly confogmed by heal- 
ing meafures, both to preferve their maintenance and to 
enjoy a larger {phere of ufefulnefs, All moderate men 
{and moderate men are the only wife men) mutt lock 
back with upon thofe times, when, to the great 
fcandal of the proteftant religion and of chriftianity 
itfelf, the minifters of peace became minifters of war, 
and, inftead of embracing and forgiving and reclaiming, 
feemed too eager to bite and devour one anvther. Pudet hac 
epprobria nobis. After fome confiderable time, he was 
promoted to the parifh church of St. Mary Moolnerth, in 
Lombard Street. But, on account of the plague, he retired 
to Exeter, where he was fo much approved of and ape 
plscied for his excellent manner of preaching, efpecially 
v Dr. Serb Ward, dithop of that diocefe, (who was him- 
felf a true bifhop and real friend of the church) that he 
prefented him to the parifh of St. Mary Arches in that 
city. Fobn lord Roberts, baron of Truro, happened to 
hear him preach at this place, and was fo much pleafed 
with his abilities, (for he was, as the late Mr. Hervey* 
ftyled him, ‘a fervent and affectionate’ preacher) that, 
foon after upon his own appointment to be lord lieute- 
nant of dr¢axd, he took him with him in the quality of 
chaplain, and inthe fame year, vix. 1669, gave him his 
daughter in marriage, and conferred upon him the trea~ 
furerthip of Waterford, and, in the year following, the 
deanry of Rapboe. In the {pring afterwards, he ftrongly 
Z of 





recommen him to the favor of his fucceffor, 
lord Berkeley, of Stratton, who, on the twenty-fevent 
Oober, 1671, promoted him to the fee of 3 to 
which he was confecrated in Chrift-Church, Dublin, by 
James, archbithop of Armagh, affifted by the bifhops of 
Cugher, Waterford, and Derry. 

n the eleventh of November, 1681, ten years after, he 
‘was tranflated to the bifhoprick ef Derry. In 1688, on 
account of the troubles in ire/and, he returned to England 
for fafety, and was made minifter of oe Pare of St. 
Mary, Aldermanbury, or, as others fay, of St. Laurence, 
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‘ewry; where he died, on the twenty-fecond of June 
fh 3 nd ‘was butied in the church of Ste ye A 
dermanbury, "The fee was kept vacant on account of the 
uniettled fate of the kingdom, till the eighth of Funnary 
following. 

He was a Prelate greatly efteemed for his humility, 
modefty, hofpitality, and charity 3 as alfo for his great 
learning and excellent preaching ; and was reckoned alfo 
no inconfiderable poet. a 

His Works confift of “¢ Two volumes of fermons; An 
Expofition of the ‘Ten Commandments, printed in 1692, 
4to. And an Expofition of the Lord’s Prayer, é¥e. 1692. 
aio.” 


THOMAS JACOMB, D.D. 


HOMAS JACOMB was born near Melton 
Mowbray, in Leicefterfrire, in the year 1622. After 
he had been trained up in grammar Jearning at the coun- 
uy {chools, he was fent to Magdulen-Hall, Oxford, of 
which Dr. /Vilkinfon, the elder, was then Principal. 
‘When he had taken the degree of bachelor of arts, he 
vernoved to Cambridge, and was of Emanue!-College. He 
was for fome time fellow of Trinity, and much efteemed 
in that flourifhing fociety : He came to London in 1647, 
and was foon after mini! of Ludgate parifh, where his 
miniftry was both acceptable and ufeful rill he was tumed 
out 1662. He was a nonconformift upon moderate 
rinciples ; much rather defiring to have been compre- 
Rended in the national church, than to have feparated 
from it. He met with fome trouble after his ejectment, 
but being received into the family of the countefs dowager 
of Exciter, daughter of the earl of Bridgewater, he was 
covered from his enemies. Her refpest for the doétor 
was peculiar, and her favors conferred upon him extraor- 
dinary ; for which he made the beft return, by his con- 
ftant ‘care to promote refigion in her family. 

He was a Servant of Cbriff in the moft peculiar and 
facred relation; and was true to his title both in his 
doGtrine and in his life. Eff&ual grace wrought fo pow- 

2 erfully 
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erfally upon his foul, that he became an excellent preacher 
of the gofpel, and had a happy art of conveying faving 
traths into the minds and hearts of men. ‘He did not 
entertain his hearers with mere curiofities, but with fpi- 
ritual food; faithfully difpenfing the bread of life, whofe 
vital fweetaefs and nourifhing virtne is by the Holy 
Spirit rendered both produétive and prefervative of the 
life of fouls. He preached Chrifi crucified, our only 
wifdom and rightesufnefs, fan@ification and redemp- 
tion. 

His great defign was to convince finners of their abfo- 
Yure want of Chrif, that with faming affections they 
might be led to hiin by his ‘convincing Spiric, and from 
his falnefs receive divine grace. This is to water the 
tree at the root, whereby it becomes both fiourithing 
and fruitful; whereas only laying down moral rules for 
the exercife of virtue, too frequently ends in words only, 
without any real effeé in the life and converfation. 4 
fhort, his fermons were clear, folid, and affeCtionate. 
His words came from his foul, and from warm affec- 
tions, and they entered into the breafts of his hearers : 
Of this many ferious and judicious perfons were witnefles, 
whe Jong attended upon his miniftry with profit and de- 


Tighs. . 

ePlie conftant diligence in the fervice of Chrift, was be- 
coming his zeaf for the glory of his mafter, and his love 
to the fouls of men. le preached thrice a week while he 
had opportunity and ftrength; efteeming his labor in his 
facred office both his bigheft honor and his pleafure. At 
the firft appearance of an ulcer in bis mouth, which he was 
told to be cancerous, he was obferved to be not more con- 
cerned thereat, than as it was likely to hinder hie delight- 
fal work of preaching; and when he enjoyed eafe, and 
after wafting ficknefs was reftored to fome degrees of 
ftrength, he joyfully returned to his duty. Nay, when 
his pains were tolerable, preaching was his beft anti- 
dote when others failed; and after his preaching, the 
reflection upon the divine fs, that tia given him 
ftrergth for the difcharge of the fervice, was a great relief 
of his pains. 

His fermons, which, we have obferved, were clear, fo- 
lid and affetionate, were printed in a fair and lively cha- 
raGter in his converfation. He was an example to believers, 
in converfation, in charity, in fpirit, in faith, in purity. 
He was of a fiayed mind, temperate paffions, and mode- 
Fate in counfels. In managing affairs of moment, he was 

not 
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not vehement and confident, not impofing and over- 
bearing, but receptive of advice, and yielding to reafon. 
His compafBonate charity and ‘were very 
con{picuous amongit his other graces. His heart was 
ven to GOD; and i stolen ee open to 
the living images o wl wants 
felt with tender affeGions; and he was greatly inftro- 
mental in {applying them. As his life adorned the gof= 
pel, fo alfo his death was exemplary to others, and 

‘acious and comfortable to hin! words of mea 

wing the world make ufually the deepeft impreffions, 
being ipoken moft feelingly and truly, and with the 
Soe Sec eee 

rte the teftimonies ing Saints, how gra- 
cious a Mafter they have Served, and how Sweet” bis 
fervice hag been to their fouls, have a mighty influence 
upon thofe about them. 

In his lat ficknet long and painful, hie 
firft work was, to i goed fubmidion 
to the will of GOD, When a dear friend of hia firft 
vifited him, he faid, “‘ Iam in the ufe of means; but 
‘¢ 1 think my appointed time is come, that I mutt dies 
‘If my life might be ferviceable to convert or b 
“ % one foul, fhould be content to live; but 
* GOD hath no work for me to 
im do with me as be pleafeth: ch 
Cbrift is beft of all” Another time he told the fame 
perfon, ‘¢ That now it was vifible it was a determined 
cafe: The Lord would not hear the prayer, to blefs 
** the means ufed for his recovery,” therefore deGired 
his friend to be willing to refign to GOD, fay- 
ing, *€ It will not be long before we meet in beaven, 
«never to_part more, and there we fhall be perfeGlly 
“ happy: There neither your doubts and fears, nor 
«€ my pains and forrows, fhall follow us, nor our 
fins, which is beft of all.” After a long continuance 
in his Janguifhing condition, without any fenfible alte- 
ration,-being afked how he did, he replied, <* I lie here, 
‘bat get no ground for heaven or earth?” Upon 
which one faid, © Yes, in oer preparations for heaven.’ 
© © yes, faid he, there I fenfibly get ground, I blefe 
«© GOD.” An bomble fubmiffon to the divine plea+ 
fure was the habitual frame of his foul. Whether the 
hope of his recovery were raifed or fank, he was con~ 
tent in every difpenfation ef providence, Hi 

3 ia 
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' Sis patience under and continuing pains was ad- 
mairable, The moft diffi part of a chriftian’s duty, the 
fablimeft degree of holinefs + upon earth, is to bear tor- 
yHenting pains with a meck quiet fpirit. Then faith 
is made perfec in worke; and this was eminently verified 
in his lang trial. His pains were very fevere, proceeding 
from a cancerous bumor that fpread itfelf in his joints, 
and preyed upon the tendereft membranes, the fen- 
fible yet his patience was invincible. How many 
reftlefa nights did he pafa through without the leaft mur- 
muring or reluétancy of teint 1 Hie patiently fered very 
grievous things through Cérift ftrengthen 3 
and in his moft affliGted condition was thankfol. But 
neither difeafe, nor even death itfelf could difturb the 
blefled compofure of his foul, which was kept by the 

of GOD that paffes all underftanding. Such was the di- 
vine mercy, he no anxiety about his future ftate, but 
a comfortable affurance of the Lord’s favor, and his title 
to the eternal inheritance. 

He had a fal tial double joy in the reflection upon his 
life fpent in the faithful of Cbrift, and the 
fpe& of a bi eternity ready to recnive his. This 
made him long to be above. le faid with fome regret, 
© Death flies from me, I make no hafte to my Father's 
* honfe.” But the wife and gracious GOD, who is rich 
in mercy, having tried his faithfal fervant, at length gave 
him the crown of life, which he hath promifed to thofe 
that love him, and live and die inthe Lord. His body, 
that poor relict of frailty, is committed in truft to tl 
grave. His foul fees the face of GOD in righteoufnefs, 
and is fatisfied with his likenefs. 

He died of 2 cancerous humor, in the countefs of 
Excter’s houfe, on the twenty-feventh of March, 1687, 
in the fixty-fixth year of his age, leaving behind him an 
incomparable library of the moft valuable books, in all 
parte of learning ; which was afterwards fold by auction 

r thirteen hundred pounds. His funeral fermon was 
racks! by Dr. Bates, and dedicated to the above pious 


Exeter. 

He ‘Works are, *¢ A Commentary on the firft four 
Werfes of the ms Chapeet of the Epiftle to the Romans, 
gto. A Treatife of ty Dedication, both perfonal 
and domeftic, written after the fire of London, and recom- 
mended to the citizens, after their rerorn to their rebuilt 
habitations ; and other tra@a, A Funeral Senmon for Mr, 
M4. Martine—Another for Mr. Vines, with an account. at 
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‘his life.— Another for Mr. Caf, with a narrative of hit 
life and death. The life and deathof Mr. William Whit- 
aker, fon of the famous Mr. Fer. Whitaker. Two Ser- 
roons in the ¢ Morning Exercife.”| A Sermon at St. 
Paul's, Of. 265 16. 56. ‘Sermon before the Lord Mayor, 
Sc, at the Spiral.” 


JQHN BUNYAN. 


OHN BUN YAN; Author of the ipftly admired 

allegory <¢ Pilgrim's Progrefs," was born at 

jw, near Bedford, in the r 1628, His 
ae mean, took care Te give him that Fearning 
which was faitable to their condition, bringing him up to 
Tead and write; he quickly forgot both, abandoning him- 
felf ro all manner of wickednefs, but not without frequent 
checks of confcience. He was often affrighted with 
dreams, and terrified with viGons in the night ; and twice 
narrowly efcaped drowning. Being a foldier in the parlia~ 
ment-army, at the of Leicefter, in 1645, he was 
drawn out to ftand centinel; but another foldier of hia 
company defired to take his place, to which he agreed, and 
thereby probably efcaped being thot through the head by 
a mufket-ball, which took off his comrade. About this 
time he married, having no other portion with his wife 
than the two followii Fhooks, left by her late father, 
‘ Plain Man’s ‘Pathway to Heaven;’ and * The 
* PraGiice of Piety.” ‘often reading in thefe booke, 
and his wife frequently telling him of her Ether’ religions 
holy life, and how he reproved vice and immorality both 
in his own houfe and among his neighbours, begat in him 
fome deGres to reform his vicious courfeof life; and accord- 
ingly he went to church twicea day, with a dleal of 
feeming devotion, but {till was not able to forfake his fins. 
‘One day being at play with his companions, he fays, 
« A voice fuddenly darted from heaven into my foul, fay- 
s¢ ing, Wilt thou leave thy fins and go to heaven, or have 
flernition, thathe immediately lok bis (port, and looLing 
Rernation, that he im: is iz {port, it 
up to heaven, Shougt he faw, with the eyes of his unde 
flanding, the Lo: Thee looking down upon him, as 

4 : 
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highly difpleafed with him, and threatening him ‘with 
fome grievous punifhment for his ungodly prattices. At 
another time, pena he was throwing —_ gatbs, ho was 
feve: a woman, who was: a notorious 
finer, and who tld him ¢ he was the uglieft fellow for 
© fwearing that ever fhe heard in all her life, that he waa 
© able to {poil all the th of the town, if they came but 
« into his company.’ ‘This reproof, coming from 2 woman 
whom he knew to be very wicked, filled him with fecyet 
fhame, and wrought more with him than many that had 
been given him re by thofe that were fober and godly, 
and made him, from that time, very much refrain from it. 

A little time after this, he fell into company with a poor 
gman that made a profeffion of religion, whofe converfation 
of religion and of the fcriptures fo affected Mr. Bunyan, 
that he began to read the bible, and with fome degree of 
pleafare, efpecially the hiftorical part; for as yet he was 
ignorant both of the corruption and depravity of his na- 
ture, and of the want worth of Fefus Chri, This 
however produced an outward reformation in his life and 
converfation; and he fet the commandments before him 
as his guide to heaven; which, while he thought he 
kept, he had comfott; but when he broke any of them, 
his con{cience was filled with guilt and horror: neverthe~ 
Jefe, by a partial repentance, and promifes to GOD of fu- 
ture amendment, he quieted himfelf ; thinking then (to ufe 
hhis own words) that he pleafed GOD ‘as well as any man 
«¢ in England.” In this ftate he continued about a year, 
his neighbors all wondering at his reformation ; and they, 
who formerly {poke ill of him, now to praife and 
commend him, both to his face and behind his back 3 
which, as he knew nothing yet of Chri, nor the natare 
° e, nor faith, nor hope, only filted him with pride 
and hypocrify. ‘'I was all this while (fays he) igno- 
« rant of Fefus Chrift, and going about to eftablifh my 
«¢ own righteoufn and had perifhed therein, had not 
ad GOb, in mercy, fhewed me more of my ftate by na- 
** ture.’ 

His father brought him up to his own bufinefs, which 
was that of a tinker: And going one day into Bedford to 
feek work, he heard three ar four r women, fitting to- 
gether, converfing of the thingsof GOD. He drew near 
to them, to hear what they faid, for by thie time he was 
a great talker, particularly about himielf, in matters of 
religion; «bar (fays he) I beard but underftood not ; for 
£ they were far above qut of my reach.” Their talk was 

about 
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about the new birth, the work of GOD in their 
how were convinced of their miferable ftate by na- 
ture, and how GOD had vifited their fouls with his love 
in the Lord Jefes, and with what fcripture promifes they 
had been refrelhed, comforted and fupported againit rhe 
temptations of the devil: They further {poke of the de- 
vices of fatan, how they had heen borne up under his af- 
faults, and delivered out of their afiliétions ; and alfo of 
the deceitfulnefs, wickednefs, and unbelief of their hearts 3 
loathing and abhoring themfelves and their own righte- 
oufnefs as filthy and infuffcient to do them any good. 
«< And methought (fays he, an expreffion of the 
«© moft beautiful fimplicity) they {pake, as though you did 
«« make them {peak ;” and | all ¢¢ with fuch pleaiantnels of 
<« {cripture language, and fuch appearance of grace, thar 
«© they feemed to me asif they had found a new world; 
«© and were people that dwelt alone, and were not to be reckoned. 
«among the nations. Numb. xxiii. 9.” Upon this his heart 
mifgave him, and he doubted much of the Inefa of his 
religious ftate, being confcious, that in all his thoughts 
about religion and {alvation, the new birth never entered 
into his mind, and that he was an entire ftranger to the 
treachery of his own wicked heart, the nature of fatan’s 
temptations, and how they were to be refifted, and of the 
comfort of GOD"s gracious promifes in the gofpel. How- 
ever, the deep and Laing imprefiions made on his mind 
by the converfation of thefe good le, led him fre- 
uently to difcourfe with them on above important 
dbjeee by which means his heart was fo far changed, 
that he cordially embraced the truth on conviction of 
feripture authority, and meditated therein continually with 
great delight: Yea, his whole foul became fo fixed on eter~ 
nity, and the things of the kingdom of GOD, that neither 
leafares nor profits, perfuaGions nor threats, could move 
im from his ftedfaftnefs. ‘* Although, I may fpeak it 
« with fhame; yet (faye he) it is a certain truth, that it 
© would bave been as di it for me to have taken my 
<< mind from heaven to earth, as I have found it often 
«¢ fince to get it again from earth to heaven.” 

After this feafon of illumination and rejoicing, he en- 
dured many fevere conflicts; without were fightings, and 
within were fears. One of the firft trials of his faith and 
conftancy was that of fome profeffors holding the truth in 
wnrighteou! vix. the ‘Renters, whofe gofpel-libert: 
was fuere liccutioufacfss But he, being defigned af GOD 
for better things, was kept from thefe enprmities and the 
. vile 
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wile delufions of this troly antinomiarfea, though im Wie 

me and vigor of his lie. Bur the bible was particu. 
fay ly precious to him in thofe days, and he read and me~ 
ditated in it with sore: Cae solr, light and pleafure s 
praying carneitly, not fia 3 to lean to his 
own underft Boab i the trath, and be 
kepe in the way to ik and, 

‘After many fevere and wacommon fpicitual conBids, 
which he relates at large in his treatife, entitled ‘‘ Grace 
abounding, &¢.” he was led, at length, to open his mind 
tf fome religious people in Bedferd, and particularly to 

thofe whofe difc he had over-heard at his firft fetting 
out. They made his cafe known to Mr. “Gt ‘a their 
minifter, who, after converfing with him and hoping him 
be fincere, invited him to attend the fociety mectin; 
bed at bis own honfe, Here he heard of the hord’s 
ats with others, and the inftraGtions and ercourageent 
ford gave wwe them from time to time, by ich he 
conviGiion, and . more and more of 
the it pital vanity, deccitfalnefs, and wretchednefs of his 
own. = : 1 ch that he thought he worfe and 
worfe, and — was farther from com ¥ cmnrerinn seer, and 
‘was exc A goers oat et fometimes this fcrip~ 
ture niodet ies come irded thee, though thou ba/t 
wet knows me, Tia. adv ar 5 He bad fuch a view of his 

Sigil and inward pollution, that he ‘was more loathfome 

is own eyes than a toad, and thought he was fo inthe 
Eine of GOD. At this fight of his vilenefs, he was al- 
moft driven to defpair 5 air 5 being ready to conclude, that 
fach a any ae was inconfiftent witha ftate of grace, and 
tine he was besierar hathapricd OD ao given up to the devil 
and a reprobate mind. continued for fe~ 


remarks, that while he was thus exercifed with the 
rovkings of jons and the fear of damnation, he was 
farprifed at two things; the one was, to fee old people 
‘Ynunting after the things of this life, as if they fhould live 
ere always ; the other was, to find profeffors diftreffed and 
exit down when they met with outward loffes, asof a hu 
band, wife, child, Gc. tc. ‘* What fecking om he) 
** after carnal things by fome, and what erat fp ocher 
*‘the lofs of them; whereas if I knew ht ny ad 
<< war n'a good conditions bow rich mould 1 efteem my 
{f Self, though bleffed but with bread and water : T tho 
*€ reckon thefe but fmall afiGions, and fhould bear them 


“ as little burdens: But a weunded {pirit whoo Perr 
io 
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* In this ftate he remained a t while, lamenting thae 
GOD had made bim a man and not a beaft or bird or Sth, 
whofe condition he coveted, becaufe were not, like 
himfelf, obnoxious to the wrath of GOD and to be fent 
to hell when they died. But when GOD"s time to comfort 
him was come, he providentially beard a fermon from 
Sel. Song, iv. 1. Bebold thou art fair, my love, bebold thew 
art fair. The minifter made thefe two words sy leves 
the fubje& of his fermon; from which, after he had a 
Jittle opened his text, he difcourfed on the following heads; 
€ 1, That the church, and fo every faved fou! is Chriffs 
* love, when lovelefs. 2. Chriffs love, without a caufe. 
« 3. Cbriffs love, though hated of the world. 4. Gbriffa 
« love, when under temptation and defertion. 5. Ciriff's 
© Jove, from firft to laft.". That which more particularly 
fuited ‘his cafe was the fourth head; and, in the applica- 
tion of which, in thefe words, he found his heart filled 
with hope and comfort, and belief that his fins would now 
be forgiven, * If it be fo (faid the preacher) that the faved 
© foul is in Chrif’s love, when under temptation and de~ 
¢ fertion; then, poor tempted foul, when art affault~ 
* ed and afflicted with temptations, and the hidings of thy 
* Saviour’s face, yet think on thefe two words, my love 
* srrxz.’ In farther meditating on this difcourfe he experi~ 
enced fuch a Sifplay: of GOD’s mercy and love, that he could 
fearce contain himfelf; he thought he could have told of 
GOD's fs to the very birds of the air, if they could 
have underitood him; faying, ‘* furely I halt not fo: 
this forty years hence; but, alas, (adds he) within fefs 
than forty days I began to queftion all again.” However 
he was enabled to go on, Deheving that it was a true ma- 
nifeftation of grace unto his foul; notwithftanding at 
tomes be bee le mych of the life and favor of it. 4 
ir. Bunyan was defigned in a v: eminent ogre 
to fpeak to in cafes of confeienxe, he was led on 
in fach a manner, as to be richly fornifhed from his own 
experience to encourage profeffors of all deferi 
the wy of falvation ; and he has explained at large, is 
treatife, before-mentioned, the grounds he to be 
lieve, that GOD had appointed him to teftify of his grace 
to others. Accordingly, after fome private trials, he 
ventured opealy to preach the gofpel, in which (he fays) 
he was att with feals and fuccefs far beyond his ex~ 
tion. 
After he had publicly preached for five or fix yeara be- 
fore the reforatioa; on the twelfth of ‘Novembr, 1660, 
he 
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he was apprebended by one Juftice Wingate, at or near 
Harlington, in ‘dfeire, and commacted to prifon, 
where were above fiaty diffenters, Here with only two 
Hooke—the bible and the book of martyrs. he employed 
his time for twelve years and a half in preaching to and 
praying with his fellow-prifoners, in writing feveral of his 
works, and is making ‘pegs es for the fupport of him- 
felf and his family. I bis wife (whom he had 
married about two years before, having buried his former) 
made every effort to procure bis releafe both at London, 
and at Bedford affizes; but in vain. In the lait year of 
his imprifonment, upon the death of their former paftor, 
the baptift cory regation at Bedford, to whom he was joined, 
Qnanimoully chofe him for their paftor, Dee. ta, 1671. 
Pilhop Barlow of Lineeln procured his enlargement; atver 
which hetravelled into various parts of England to vifit and 
confirm his brethren ; and thie rocured: hitn the title of 
bithop Bunyan. In the reign of James the II, upon the 
famous declaration for liberty of confcience, Mr. Bunyan, 
by the voluntary contributions of his friends, built a pub- 
lic meeting-houfe at Bedford, and preached conftantly to 
large congregations. '¢ likewife fiequently came to Lon- 
don, and preached among the nonconformifts there: And, 
it is faid, the learned Dr. Fobn Owen was often one of 
his hearers. 

He died at his lodgings on Snow Hill, London, of a 
fever, contracted by a journey to Reading in very bad 
weather, where he had been to make up a difpute between 
a young gentleman and his father. This was an the 
thiity-firit of Augu/f, 1688, in the fixtieth year of his 
age. His body was interred in Bunbill Fields. He had, 
by his firft wife, four children, one of which, whom he 
tenderly loved, was blind. Hie fecand wife furvived him 
but four years, dying in 1692. 

He appeared in countenance (fays the continuator of his 
life) to of a ftern and temper ; but in his con- 
verfation he was mild and affable ; not given to laquacity, 
1 much difcourfe in company, unlefs fome urgent occa- 
fion required it; obferving never to boaft of himfelf or 
his parts, but rather feem low in his own eyes, and 
fabmit himfelf to the‘ju of others ; abhoring lying 
and fwearing ; being juif in all that Jay in his power to 
his word; not feewing to revenge injuries, loving to re- 
concile differences, and making friendthip with all. He 
had a fharp quick eye ; accomplifhed with an excellent 
adifcerning of perfons, being of good judgement, and quick 

wit 
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wit. As for his perfon, he wae tall of ftature ftrong- 
boned, though not corpulent; fomewhat of a reddy. 
face, with fparkling eyes; wearing bis hair on his upper 
lip, after the old Briti/S fafuion ; his hair reddith, bat, 
in “hia latter days, tame had fprinkled it with grey ; his 
nofe well fet, but not declining or bending, and his mouth 
moderately large; his forehead fomething high, and his 
habit always plain and modeft. 

was certainly a,man of a great and vigorous 
genius,’ which, had it Leen properly cultivated, might have 
Faifed him to a very con{picuous eminence in the literary 
world, "Tis wonderful, under fo many difadvantages 
1 deprefiions, that it could foar fo high as it did: And 
it is one extraordinary proof, among many, that though the 
grace of GOD doth not impart new natural powers, yet, in 
fuper-addition to it’s own proper effects, it ufually gives 
new energy to thofe powers, and draws them on to attain- 
ments, which before could not have been expedted or con- 
ceived. Mr. Granger (author of the Biographical Hiftory 
of England) fays of him, that ¢ when he arrived at the 
Gxtieth year of his age, which was the period of his life, 
he had written books equal to the number of his years: 
But as many of thefe are on fimilar (ubje@s, they are very 
much alike. His mafter-piece is his Pilgrim’s Progrefe, 
one of the mott popular, and, I may add, one of the moit 
ingenious books in the Zugi/b language.” ‘The fame 
author alfo obferves, that + Ban who has been menti- 
oned among the Jeaft and Joweft of our writers, and even 
ridiculed as a driveller by thofe who have never read him, 
deferves a much higher rank than is commonly imagined. 
His Pilgrim’s Progrefs ives us a clear and diffinét idea of 
Calviniftical divinity. athe allegory is admirably carried 
on, and the charaGers jaftly drawn, and uniformly {up- 
ported. ‘The Author’s original and poetic genius fhines 
through the coarfenefs and vulgarity of his language, and 
intimates, that, if he had been a mafter of numbera, he 
might have compofed a poem worthy of Speafer himfelf, 
As this opinion may be deemed paradoxical, Ul venture 
to name two perfons of eminence of the fame fentiments ; 
one, the late Mr. Merrick, of Reading; the other, Dr. 
Roberts, now Fellow of Eton-College” Mr. Gi r obs 
ferves in a note, that < Mr. Merrick has been heard to fay, 
in converfation, that Bunyan's invention was like that 
of Homer.” Another perfon well remembers an obfer 
tion of the fame * Mr. Aferrick to himfelf,’ upon his 
haying been prefeated by a noble lady with a new edition. 

ol 
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of the Pilgrim ; ‘ That it was a cémplete poem, and x 
« yery exceiient and ingenious poem, with 2 religious ten- 
* dency, which could faid bat of few poems.” To 
which may be added, the well-known remarks of 2 polite 
author, that ‘ 3, ’s Pilgrim was a Chriftian; but Pe~ 
* srick’s only a Pedlar.” 
Anew edition of Mr. Bunpen's Worxs is now pub- 
Kthing by Aewander Hogg, ater mafir J Rew, with ele- 
it copper-plates, more complete than an rmer 
ete, anl'aforded by the reverend Mr. Symonds of Bed. 
ford; the following are the titles : « I. Grace aboundiny 
‘to the Chief of Sinners, in a faithfal account of the i 
of Mr. Folu Bunyan. Ti, A Confeffion of his Faith, and 
Reafon of his Practice, &c. I1I. Differences in J 
ment about Water-baptifm, no Bar to Communion ; . 
TV. Peaceable Principtes and trac; &c. WV. The Doctrine 
of the Law and Grace unfolded ; or, 2 Difcourfe touching 
the Law and Gofpel. VI. ‘The Pilgrim’s Progrefs: Part 
rft, and ad, Wil, The Jerufglem Sinner faved, &c. VII. 
The Heavenly Footman ; or, a Defcription of the Man 
that gets to ven, &c." IX. Solomon's Temple fpiri- 
tualized, &c. XX. The acceptable Sacrifice; or, the Ex- 
eellency of a broken Heart. XI. Sighs from Hell; or, 
the Groans of a damned Soul. XII. Come and welcome 
to Jefe Cbrift ; a Difcourfe on Fobm vi. 37, XIII. A 
Dit upon the Pharifee and Publican, &. XIV. Of 
Joftification by an im) Righteoufnefs; or, No Way 
bat yy cathe but by Ter Corif xv. Pants D ore 
Town; or, an Expofition u; 2 Tim, iv. je 
XVI. Of the Trinity and a Chritian. XVI. Pes 
Law and Chriftian. ‘V1EI. IfraePs He encouraged 5 
or, what Hope is, and how diftinguihed Faith, &c. 
XIX. The Life and Death of Mr. Badman; this is in 
the form of a dialogue between Mr. Wifeman and Mr. 
Attentive. XX. e Barren Fig-tree; or, the Doom 
and Downfall of the fruitlefs P: ro MK, AnEx- 
hortation to Peace and Unity. XXII. One Thing is 
needful ; or, ferious Meditations upon the four laft Things 
Death, Jadgment, Heaven, and Heli. XXIII. 
Holy War, made by Shaddai upon Diabolus, for the regain 
ing the Metropolis of the World 5 or, the lofing and takiny 
in of the Town of Manfoul.” KXIV. The Defire 
kei orate granted; or, 2 Difconrfe of the righteour 
Man's fires, XXV. The Sainr’s Privil and Profit, 
XXVI. Cérif, a complete Saviour; or, the Interceffion of 
Chri, and who ace privileged init. XXVIII. The Saints 
Knowledge 
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Knowledge of Cir iff's love ; or, the unfearchable Riches of 
bar XVIH. A Difcourte of the Hoafe of the Fo- 
reftof Lebanon. XXIX. Of Antichnf and hie Ruin; 
and of the flaying the Witnefles, XXX, Saved by Gracez 
or, a Difcourte of the Grace of God. XXXI, riftion 
Behaviour, being the Fruits of true Chriftianity. XXXIL. 
A Difcourfe touching reehy KXXKHE The ftraix 
Sane or, the othe great of going to Heaven, 
XXXIV. jofpel- Truths Truths’ opened accordin, to te 
Scriptures. XXXV. A Vindication of Gofpel- 
opened, XEXVE Light for them that &t in kone 
‘or, a Difcourfe of Fefas Owrifr, &c. XXXVIL. In- 
Straétion for the Ignorant ; XXXVIH. The holy 
City, or the New Feratilon, XXXIX. The Refur- 
the Dead and eternal Judgment. XL. A Caa- 
Scary thers to watch againf Sin. XLI. An Expofition 
‘on the ten frit Chapters of and part of the ele- 
yeotd, XLIL. The Work of Fefas Cirifiax.an Advocates 
&c. XLIII. Seafonable Counfel ; or, Advice to Suffer- 
era. XLIV. Divine Emblems. XLV. Meditations oe 
Seventy four Things. XLVI. A Chriftian Dialogue. 
XLV! A Pocket Concordance. XLVIII. Am Ac- 
count of the Author's _ rifomment, written by ee 
Site. A Difcourfe of Eleétion and Reprobation, 
of the Doctrine of Juftsfication again Tine 
Fonte 1671. baer Bes ee ae Rowe of GO! 
Far has Gecunets of che Soul and nfpeskablenols 
of its lofe = Preached at int bo 16 as LIU. Ad- 
vice to Sufferers, 1684. (Befides XLII. the Seafonabie 
Counfel; fc.) Live & hol; A holy Life the Bousty of Chrif- 
ich Day Sabbath, hy 2685. 


‘The Naware, 

ferment ofsbe Houle of GOD, 1686. Vite The 
‘ater xxii. 5. printed 1688, 

LOM Ma Beare ie 8 Sermon, Faly 1688. LIK, 

Ebat o218 Geri the Curfe, LX. 

Prion Meditations, direfted to Hearts of ‘Tafforing 


reigning 
‘The third part of the Pilgrim’s P: fs is not Mr. 
ss meither is that piece, ith hin nama 
to it about inet: Pind ARO, Bee, entitled, « Heart’ 
# Hear Trak bis matter-piece, jokean: : 
is whichis ab 
fifty editions, and been tranflated into various languages. 
Te bath boon remarked, that be died at firey are of 
ep, SP left ry books or tras of kis own composition 
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RIGHARD BAXTER. 


HIS eminently wfafal wid pions Divine was born 









ut Rowton, near in ere, on the 
twelfth of Navembar fe of bis grandfather 
by the mother, jie father, alfo named 
Richard Boxter, ne ‘frost at Eaee Gen 

PantiRa, about from Shreatherys whic! 
te own indifcretion roung and by that of he 
red, amd ovtafioned many diffi- 





his life ag his father’s, 
to bao given in 
and parity wi ap| in bis 
In rag was taken 
's houfe where hitherto lived, 


to 

‘ge be reaped there waa the ‘wie of xn excellent library, 
which'by his ons gros: Spelication peowe’ of infinite fer- 
viceto him. In Agiatem he seqmined abont a year 
end half, aod then reygentdle> tal Saas, At the requeft 
of the lord Newport be wesie thence to Wrositer, w) 

he taught in the free-fchool for fix mouths, while his 
old fehool matter Mir. abn Owen lagi a languithing 
condition. In 1633 ha prevailed on him 
to wave the ftudies in which he was then en; 

to think of making his fortune at court. © accord~ 
ingly came up to W2itehali with a recommendation to 
‘Sit Henry Herbert, then mafter of thé revels, by whom, 
he was very kindly received. But after a 's fay, 
difcovering no charms in this fort of life, and having 
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befides a very ftrong propenfity to undertake the minif+ 
terial funétion, he returned to his father’s, and refumed 
his ftudies with frefh vigor, till Mr. Richerd Pind of 
Stourbridge fixed him as mafter of the free-fc at 
Dudley, with an ufher under him. In the time he taught 
{chool there, he read feveral ical treatifes, whereby 
he was brought to a due‘ d deer fenfe of reli jon, his 
progrefs therein being not a li juickens ‘is 
Bodily weaknett and 1 flate of health, which inclined hima 
to think he fhould fcarce furvive above a year. We are 
told by Dr. Calamy, that, from the age of twenty-one 
to twenty-three, he lived conftantly as it were in the fha- 
dow of ‘Seats and, finding his own foul under ferious 
apprehenfions of the matters of another world, he was 
very defirous to communicate thofe apprehenfions to fuch 
ignorant, carelefs, prefamptuous finners, as the world 
abounds with. Although therefore he had his difcourage- 
mente, through his fenfe of the greatnefs and awfulnefs 
of the work of the miniftry, and his fear of expofing him- 
felf to the cenfure of many, on the account of his want- 
ing academical education, and digniciens yet, ex- 
petting to be fo quickly in anotber worlds the great con- 
cernments of miferable fouls prevailed with him to engage 
in it; and finding in himfelf a thirfty defire of men’s con- 
verfion and falvation, and a competent.perfuading faculty 
of exprefion, which fervent affections might help to ac- 
tuate, he concluded, that if but one or two fouls might 
by his means be won to GOD, it would eafily recom- 
enfe any treatment he might mect with in the world, 
lowever, having {till an earneft defire to the miniftry, he 
in 1638 addrefled himfelf to Dr. Thornborongh, bifhop of 
Winchefler, for holy orders, which after examination he 
received, having at that time no fcruples of confcience 


which hindered conforming to the church of England. 
‘We hive a very diftin® detail of the means by which he 
firft car alter his opinions in thefe matters; and it will 


be very proper to take notice of them here, becaufe they 
will ferve to let the reader into the charadier of the mart. 
Being fettled at Dudiey, he fell into the acquaintance of fe- 
veral nonconformifts, whom, though he ju: fevererand 
fpleretic, he found to be both godly and honeft men. 
‘Pisy fupplied him with feveral writings on theit own fide, 
and amongft the ret, with 4mes’s ‘ Freth Suit againft Ce- 
remonies,’ which he read over very diftin@ly, comparing 
it with Dr. Burgef?s ‘ Rejoynder.’ And, upon the whole, 
he at that time came to thefe conclufions, Kneeling he 
+ Vor. IV. c though: 
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Ghoeght lawfal, and all mere circumftances determined bi 
the magiftrate, which GOD in natue or fcriptare hath 
deternhined on, only in the general, The furplice he more 
doubted of, but was inclined to think it lawful: And 
Shough be intended to forbear it tilt under neceffity, yet he 
ould not fee how he could have juitiéed the forlaking bis 
aminiftcy Lsnie Coe that account, though he never a@tu~ 
ally wore it. it the ring in marriage be had no fern- 
The crofs in baptifm he thou; Dr. mes bad 
prove unlawful; and he was not without fome 
ing in the point, ye afe be moft inclined to 
jodge i gy ies Ee newer once nix it. A form of 
itargy ji to be lawful, and in fome 
Pratl nae ed. the old Bagi titoter in pene 
Guiar, be judged to have much diforder and deleGtivenefs 
in it, but nothing which fhould make the ufe of it in the 
ordinary public worthip to be unlawful to them who could 
not de better. He fought for difcipline in the church, and 
faw the fad effects of its negle& ; but he was not then fo 
perfuaded a afterwards, thar the very frame of diocefan 
prelacy excluded it, bat thought it had been, chargeable 
‘only on the perfonal negleéts of the bifhops, Subfcrip- 
tion he began to think unlawful, and repented his is 
in yielding to it fo haftily. For though he could ufe the 
common prayer, and was not yet againft diocefans, yet 
wo fabferibe ex anime, that there was nothing in the three 
hooks contrary to the word of GOD, was that which he 
dueft not do, had it been to be done again. So that fub- 
feription, and the crois in baptifm, and the promifcuous 
giving the Lord’s fupper to all comers, thongh ever fo 
‘anqualified, if they were not excommunicated by a bifhop 
or chancellor who knows nothing of them, were the only 
things in which he as yet in his judgement inclined to 
nonconformity: And yet, even as ¢o thefa things, be kept 
his its to himfelf. He continued to argue with the. 
rmifts about the pointe they differed in, and par- 
ticularly knecling at the facrament ; about which he ma- 
‘ @ difpute with fome of them in writing, till they 
did not think fit to purfue ic any farther: He freely re- 
. for the bitternefs of their language again 
F bifhops and their adherents, and exh: them to 
endeavor for cS ee ~, charity, vthsy ood vale cing 

fo 1 re met wit 
Hed admonitions. “ Being fettled at 
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bearers. In three quarters of a year he was removed to 
Bridy ), where be officiated as affitant to Mr. Pisa 
then minifter of that place, whe treated him 
with great kindnefs and refpect, and did not put him y; 
many things which he then began to fcruple doing. W 
the @ ca#tera oath came to be im; | Mr. rape 
plied himfelf to ftudy the cafe of epifcopacy, and it fared 
with him as with fome others, the thing which was in- 
tended to fix them to the hierarchy, drove them into a dif~ 
like of it- In order to bave a jul idea of this matter, ic 
is neceffary to tranfcribe this famous oath at large; whence 
it will appear why fome very honeft men fcrupled it, and 
‘why fome as honeft men took it without fcruple. 
Tt cans thas: ¢ I 4. B. do fwear, that I do ay ve the 
doGrine and difcipline, or government eftablifhed im 
the church of England, 28 containing all things necef- 
fary to falvation: ET Till aoe endeavor by shy= 
felf or any other, diretly or indi: ly, to bring a any 
ok ich litheds 
tc 





« 
« 
‘ 
« 
© popith doctrine, contrary to that which is fo eftal 
* nor wilj Levor give my confent to alter the government 
* of the church, by archbifhops, bifhops, deans, and 
© archdeacons, Gc. as it flands now eftablithed, and as 
© by right it ought to ftand, nor yet ever to fubject it to 
« Red all ete things 1 do'plstaly and fayoerely achoow: 
al fe pl and fincere] 
od and fwear, aecordi to the plain asd cocioooa 
* fenfe and underffanding of the fame words, witbout any 
* equivocation or mental evafion, or fecret refervation 
« whatfoever, And this Ido beartily, willingly and cruly, 
+a the faith of a Chriftian. So help me GOD, in 
< Fefas Clrift.’ 
of tender confciences thought it hard to fwear 


‘to the continuance oi 7 anh orenment which many 
of them didiked; and yet thefe men for the church's 


but in all probabiliry to the officers of 
ale ckarsordioary, Bue very far Sar bois lewFabs Nice 
in ot ie . Yq 
Barter foams to hive undetliood tha oath'eo be a direst 
declaration in favor of the ecclefiaitical jurifdiGtiion of 
—— thes 8 sbablithed, which, it might bys b- 
mi to with, little, apprebended conld not be fworn 
t C2 te 
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40 without much, confideration. This put him upon ftv- 
dying the-beft books he Could meet with on this fubject; 
confequence of which was, that he utterly difliked 
the oath, a thing which fell out to many others befides 
him, who, but for this accident, had never difturbed 
themfelves about fo knotty a queftion, In the year 1640 
dhe was invited to Kiddcrmunfier by the bailiff and foofiecs, 
to preach there for an allowance of fixty pounds a year, 
which he accepted; and applied himfelf with fuch dili- 
to his facred calling, as had a very great effect, in 

‘= fhort time, upon a very diffolute people. He continued 
there about two years before the civil war broke out, and 
fourteen afterwards with fome interruption, He fided 
with the parliament, and recommen: the proteftation 
they directed to be taken, to the people. ‘This expofed 
him to fome inconveniences, which obliged him to retire 
to Gloucefter, but he was foon iavited back to Kidder- 
minfler, whither he returned. His flay there was not 
long, but beginning to confider with himfelf where he 
might remain in fafety, he fixed upon Coventry, and ac- 
cordingly went thither, There he lived peaceably and 
comfortably, preached once every Lord’s day to the 
garcifon, and once to the town’s people, for which he 
took nothing but his diet. After Na/eby fight, when 
all things feemed to favor the parliament; he, by ad- 
vice of the munifters at Coventry, became chaplain to 
Cotonel Whalley's regiment, and in this quality he was 
refent at feveral fieges, but never in any engagement, 
that there was not the leaft grounds for tt fcan~ 
dalous ftory, invented and trumpeted about by his ene- 
wmies, viz. that he killed a man in cold blood, and rob- 
‘bed hima of a medal. He took ali imaginable pains to 
hinder the progrefs of the feGtaries, and to keep men 


firm in juft notions of religion and government, never 
ceviatiog from wfat he in his confcience to be 
right, for the fake of ‘court to any, or from bafer 
motives of fear, But he was feparated from the army in 
the beginning of the year 1657, in a very critical jun@ture, 
- juft when they fell off from the parliament, Mr. Baxter 
heing at that time feized with a bleeding at the nofe, in fo 
violent a manner, that he loft the quantity of a gallon at 
once, which obliged him to retire to Sir Zhomes Rew; 


vice to his country, that 
Principles and modcration, 
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He afterwarda returned to Kidderminfer, and refumed the 
work of his miniftry. He hi , 28 far as it was in- 
his power, the taking of the covenant, he preached and 
{poke publicly againft the engagement, and therefore it is 
very unjuft to brand him, as fome have done, as a tram- 
peter of rebellion *. When the army was marohing to 
oppofe K. Charics U1. at the head of the Scots, Mr. Baxter 
rook pains, both by fpeaking and writing, to remind the 
foldiers of their duty, and to diffuade them from fighting 
againft their brethren and fellow-fubjeéts. After this, 
when Cromwel! affumed the fupreme power, he was not 
afraid to exprefs his difaffe@tion to his tyranny, though 
he did not think himfelf obliged to pi politics from 
3 the 


© To enter into ull the grofs things that have been faid of Mtr. Bax- 
ter by his enemies, would take up more room than we bave in 
‘writing his life. It is fafficient to note their names, and the pieces 
they have wrote, vie. Mr. Crandow in his book againtt Mr. Baxter's 
orifins}_ Mir. Ye Vindicia Anti-Baxteriana, 1696, 12900, 
. Lang'e, Review of Mr. Baxter's Life, 1697, Sov. adding, as = 
imen, the following fpeech put into the mouth of prefident Bradt 
im helly who, in deciding bn the merite of Mr. Hobbs, Mec. Ne~ 
and Mr. Baxter, is made to {peak of the Inf thus ¢ If be, 
rhode faith in fadtion, whofe religion is rebellions whole 
Spells, whola piety ia magic, w 
who can cant and Lng) ‘and cant again; who can 
into as many fhapes as Lucifar (who i never maré devil then 
Pte oer De meade ho rr 
ir ia beaven), é > i to 
rale and anid conbonatty sabe] est enrel; on tht presse 
litkcian ‘make room for Mr Baxter: Let him eome'in, and be 
crowned with wreaths of ferpents and chaplets of adders: Let bi 
triumphant chariot be a pulpit drawn on the wheels of cannon, by a 
brace of wolves in py aarny Let the antiers fathers of the 
church, whom cut of ignorance he has vilified, the reverend and 
Jearned prelates, whom out of pride aud malics he bas abvfed, 
belied abd perfecuted s the moft ‘righteous king, whofe murder CE 
fpeak my own and hie fenfe), contrary to the light of all religion, 
ience, he has juftified, then denied, then 
again und again ju@ified ; let them ai] be bound in chains to attend 
Ii inforsal Siooaph to bin Saints Prerialing Ref. Then maks room 
» bypociites, stheifts, and politicians, 
wreatelt chef on cok, wed next ta kim Gat fell Fom heven.? Bur 
Se gertain, that no mae suade more warm pretenfions to than 
Mir. Baxter did, who had the courage to tell the 
¢ face, thet the old Eagli® monarchy wwe s bicfing, He was at tbe 
+ Cl is dl 
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the + it. -Once indeed he preached before Cremsueih 
oad er tod did he in that fermon flatter, nor, in a confe~ 
¥ence he had with him afterwards, did he exprefé either 
affeCtion to his perfon, or fubmiffion to his power, but 
ite the contrary*. He came to Lendon a little before 
fn of Richard Cremell. Ar that time Mr. 


with reafon, for, being chofen to preach before the Yestia 
ment on the 30th of April 1660, which was the day pre- 
¢eding that on which they voted the king's return, ho 
maintained, that loyalty to their prince, was a thing ef- 
fential to all true ‘proteftants of whatever perfuafion. 
About the fame time likewite he was chofen to preach a 
thank{giving fermon at St. Paul's, for general Mont’s fac- 
cefs; and yet fome have been fo bold as to maintain, that 
he attempted to diffuade his excellency from concurring 

in, 


® The earl of Warwick and the Jord Broghilt were the perfons who 
drew him to preach before the proteétor, and the words he made chaice 
of were theles Now I befeech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord 
Jefus Chritt, shes og alt spewk the foses 2 2 and that thera be me di- 
uy among but shat ze be perfellly joined ther in the 
aud in rindgeisent. "Hie levelled hie difcourke 9 fine 
iGona and dil tions of the church, thewing how mifchicvous @ 
1g it was for politicians to mantain fuch divifions for their own 
that they might Sth in troubled waters, end keep the church by its 
divifons in a ftate of weakneft, left it fhould be able to offend them. 
Awhile after Cremaell fent to fpeak with him, and when he came he 
‘had onty three of his chicf men with him. He began » long and te- 
ious ipeech to him of GOD’s piovidence in the change of the govern- 
ment, and how GOD had owned. it, and what great things had been 









done at home and abroad in the with Spain and fp We. 
‘When he had continued fpeakit about an hour, Mr. Baxter told 
him, it waa too great conde! to waint him fo fully with all 


‘thofe matters shich were above him; but that the honeft people of the 
Jand took their annent monarchy to be a bieffing and not an evil, and 
humbly craved bis patience thet he might afk him, how they had for- 
{eited that bleffing, and unto whom thie forfeirare was made? Uj 

that queftion be was awakened into fome paifion, and told him # 

was no forfeiture, but GOD hed changed it ax pleaftd him and then he 
Jet Ay at the parliament, which thwarted him, ‘avi, efpecially by name, 
1: four or five members, which were Mr. Baxter's chief acquaintance, 
whom he prefumed to defend againg the proteétor’s paffion. And thus 
were four or five hours ipent, though to litle purpofe. Some ti 

afterwards the frat for 


hima again, under pretence of afki 
his judgement absor iberry of ‘onteiente, at which rae alfe ie mode 
ious in . 
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in, or rather from bringing about, that py change. 
After the reftoration he became one of the king’s chap- 
fains in ordinary, preached before him once, and had 
frequent accefa to bis royal perfon, and was always treated. 
by him with peculiar retpeG@. At the Savay conferences, 
ir. Baxter affifted as one of the commiffoners, and then 
drew up the reformed liturgy. He wae offered the bi-+ 
fhopric of Hereford, by the lord chancellor Clarendon, 
which he refafed to accept, for reafons which he rendered 
in a refpeétful letter to his lordfliip. Yet even then be 
would willingly have returned to his beloved town of 
Kidderminfier, and have preached in the low fiste of a 
curate. But this was then refufed him, though the lord 
chancellor took pains to have fettled him there as he defired. 
‘When he found himfelf thus difappointed, he preached 
eccafionally about the cy of. London, fometimes for Drs 
Bates at St. Duyfan's in the Welt, and fometimes in other 
laces, having a licence from bifhop Sheiden, upon his fub= 
Reribing a promife, not to preach any thing inft the 
doGtrine or ceremonies of the church. The laft time be 
preached in public was, on the r5th day of Afay, 1662, a 
rewel fermon at Black Friars. He afterwards retired to 
Afton in Middlefex, where he went every Lord’s day to the 
public church, and {pent the reft of the day with his fae 
mily, and a few poor neighbours that came in to him, Ir 
3665, when the plague raged, he went to Richard Hamp+ 
den’s, F-(q. in Buckingham/hire, andreturned to 4éfen when 
it was over. He ftaid there as Jong 2s the act againft cons 
venticles continued in force, and when that was expired, 
he had fo many auditors that he wanted room. Here- 
pon, by a warrant figned by two juftices, he was com 
mitted for fix months to New-Prifon jail, but got an 
habeas corpus, and was releafed and removed to Totteridgr 
wear Barnet*. At this place he lived quietly and with- 
C4 out. 
2 ln this aftsir, as Mr- Baxter met with fome bardthip in the com- 
mitmen: \e experienced ity of man A iends, 
Gobo on this oceafien fuck ‘by his recy ei "As he was carried 0 
‘ifon, he called upon Serjeant Foawtain to advice, who, when 
cad perufed the auftinas, gave it ax his apinion, that he might be 
Sigharged fics bis impriforment by Taw. carl of Orrery, the 
earl heer an. 1 er Ne ag jem, and the duke of Bac! 
bam, menti the affair to the king, who was pleafed to fend 
Yobu Baber to him, to let him know, that tl bes majefty was not 
willing to relax the law, he would not be offended, if by any sp= 
picaicg 10 he carts i ‘fxinfer-Hall be could procure bis Uberty$ 
v io a habeas corpus was demanded 31 ‘commnen: 
aad granted. “The fedges were clear im chair opiulon, that the mittioret 
od 
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out difturbance. The king was refolved to make fome 
edncefiions to the diffenters in Sceriand, and the duke of 
Landerdate, by his order, acquainted Mr. Boxter, that if 
he would take this opportunity of going into that king- 
dom, he Should have what preferment he would there; 
which he declined on account of his own weaknefe and 
the circumftances of his family. His opinion however 
was taken on the fcheme for ling church difputes in 
that country. In 1671, Mr. Baxter loft the greateft parr 
of his fortune by the fhutring up of the king’s exchequer, 
in which he had a thoufand pounds. After the indulgence 
in 1672, he returned into the city, and was one of the 
Tusfiey leGturers at Pinncr’s- Hall, and had a Friday lelere 
at Hester Lone; but, on the Lord's days, he for fome time 
reached only occafionally, and afterwards more ftatedly 
in St. ‘James's market-houfe, where in 1674 he had a won- 
derful deliverance, by almoft a miracle, from a crack in 
the floor, He was apprehended as he was preachiny 
his lecture at Mr. Turncr’s, but foon releafed, becaute 
the warrant was not, as it ought to have been, figned by 
a city juftice. The times fceming to grow more favor- 
able, he built a meeting-houfe in Oxcndon Street, where 
he preached but once before a refolution was taken to 
furprife and fend him to the county jail on the Oxford 
a@, which misfortune he luckily efeaped ; but the perfon 
who preached for him was committed to the Gat fe, 
and continued there three months, Having been kept out 
‘of his new meeting-houte a whole year, he-took another 
in Swallow Street; bat was hikewife prevented from ufing 
that, a guard being fixed there for many Sunde as Saad 
to hinder him froma coming into it. Ou Mr. Wadfeorth's 
dying, Mr. Saxter preached to hiy congregation in Sexth- 
soark for many months. When Dr. Lioyd fucceeded Dr, 
lege in St. Martin's parith, Mr. Baxter made him 
an offer of the chapel he had built in Oxendon Street, for 
public worfhip, which was very kindly accepted, In 
1682, 


‘was infufficient, and thereupon difcharged him. ‘This exofperated the 
jutlics who committed him, and therefore they made 4 new wt lignasy 
in order to bave him fent to the county jail of Ne which he 
avosded by keeping out of the way, The whole of tion is 
fad to have been owing to, the puticular pique of Dr. Brane Rives, 
dean of Wixdjor and of Wa of Hafelly and of 42ex, 
and ouc of the king's chaplains in ordimary. ‘Ths reaton that he puibed 
this matter fo far was, becavie Mr. Baxter had preached in his parith 


Baxter had always a large audience, i 
meafue owing to the mnpiudence of the dean, whofe curate wae a 
weak man, and too gieat a fiequenter of alchoufen. 
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2682, he faffered more feverely than he had ever done on 
account of his nonconformity. One day he was fuddenly 
farprifed in his houfe by many conftables and officers, 
who apprehended him upon a warrant to feize his perfon, 
for coming within five miles of a corporation, producing 
at the fame time five more warrants, to diftrain for one 
‘hundred and ninety-five pounds for five fermons. Thou 
he was much oat of order, being but juft rifen from hi: 
bed, where he had been in extremic: ‘of pain, he was con- 
tentedh; Rn with them to a juftice, to be fent to jail, 
and is houfe to their will. Bot Dr. Téomes Cox, 
mecting him as he was going, forced him again into his 
bed, and went to five juftices and took his oath, that be 
coald not to prifon without dan; of death. Upon 
this the juftices ill they had confalted the king, 
who confented that his imprifonment fhould be for that 
time forborn, that he mi die at home. But they exe~ 
cuted their warrants on the books and goods in the fe, 
thongh he made it appear they were none of his; and t 
fold even the bed which he lay fick upon. Some fri 
paid them as much money as were appraifed at, and 
he repayed them. And all this was without Mr. Baxter’s 
having the leaft notice of any accufstion, or receiving 
any fummons to appear and anfwer for himfelf, or ever 
feeing the juftices or accufers; and afterwards he was in 
conftant danger of new feizures, and thereupon he was 
forced to leave his houfe, and retire into private lodgings. 

‘Things continued much in the fame way during 

ear 1683, and Mr. Baxter remained in t obfeurity, 

owever, not without receiving a remarkable teftimony of 
the fincere efteem, and great confidence, which a perfon 
of remarkable piety, though of another perfuafion, had 
towards him: The rev. Mr. Thomas Mayet, a beneficed 
clergyman in the church of England, who had devoted his 
eftaté to charitable ufes, gave by his laft will 600/. to be 
diftributed by Mr. Baxter to fixty poor ejected minifters; 
adding, 2hat he did it not becania they were nonconfor- 
moifta, but becaufe many fuch were poor and pious. But 
the king’s attorney, Sir Robert Sawyer, fued for it in the 
chancery, and the lord-keeper North gave it all to the 
king. It was paid into the chancery by order, and, as 
Providence directed it, there kept fafe, till king William 
the third afcended the throne, when the commiffioners 
of the great feal reftored it to the ufe for which it wag 
intended by the deceafed ; and Mr. Baxter difpofed of it 
accordingly. {In the following year, 1684, Mr. Boxy 
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#0ll inte a very bad ftate of health, fo as to be fcarce atile 
tefland. He was in this condition, when the jufiices of 
for the county of Afiddicfer granted. 2 warrant againtt 

im, order to his being bound to his good behavior. 
‘They get intohis houfe, but could not immediately get 
at him, Mr. Saxter being in his fudy, and their warrant 
wet impowering them to break open doors. Six confta- 
Qles, however, were fet to hinder his from getting to 
Kis bed-chamber, and fo, by ing hisn from food and 
Soap, they carried their point, and took him away to the 
houfe, where he waz boand in the penalty of foor 
Tundred pounds to keep the peace, and was brought op 
pel 


twice afterwards, though he Kepe hie bed the greatei 

@fthe time, In the beginning of the year 1685,-Mr. Fax- 
er was committed to f! 's Bench prifon, by a war- 
rant from the lord chief 5 efferies, for his para-, 


rafe on the New Teftament, tried on the 18th of 
im the fame year in the court of king’s-bench, and 
found guilty, and on the 29th of Fune following received 
mvery fevere fentence™. In 1686, the king, by the ine- 


diation 
© ‘This trial of Mr, Baxter was by much the moft remarkable trant- 
sBien in his Tifes and therefore, we ly po mess afd long 


Jet, ba fuch a cake an thie, swe are under a noccfity of Ganing 
‘things from a peifon who hys given us the farrett sccount of them, for the 
Sate Of authority. On the 6th of May, being the frit day of Rafer Term, 
1635, Mr. Baxter appeared in the cout of King's Bench, and Mi. at- 
declired he would fite an information again kim." On the 14th 
‘tea defendant not guilty, and on the 2$th, Mi. Baxter bang 
aweb i and defining farther time than to the 30th, which wap 
@re dey appointed for the trial, be moved by his counfel that ir mght be 
ut off} on which occafion the chief juice antwered angrily, * I will not 
ive him 2 minute's time more to fave hie life. ‘We have bad (Gaya 
) te do with othe: forts of perfons, but now we have » faint to 
deal with, and T know how te deal with famts as weil as Goncre, 
‘Wonder (fays he) ftands Oats inthe pillory (at he a€tually did in New 
Palnce-yard), and be faye he Caffere for the uth, und fo does Barter 5 
but did but ftand on the other Side of the pillory wath him, f 
onld fay two of the greate rogess and rafeals in the kingdom food 
there.” On the seth of May, fo the sfteinoon, be was brought to 
Ih trinl bofare the lord chief jufsce Feferves at Guild-Lall. Sir 
Afhurf, who could not foifake hit own and hye father's friend, ftood by 
him all'the while. Mr. Baxter cme Srtt into court, and with all the 
marks of fvenisy nd compote waited for the coming of the Jord chief’ 
juice, who juickly after with great indignation in his face. 
Ps ere than a Short caufe was called, and tried) 
after which the clerk to read the title of another cauk. ¢ You 
“blockhead you (Gays Yaferies), the next cavfe is between Rechard Rax- 
« ter, and the kang :* Upon which Mr. Baxter's cauie waa called. The 
paflages mentioned io the information, waa his Patauhra& on Math, 
Xe th Mark ix. 39. Markus. 32. Mark xii. 38, 39, 40. Luke 
3 
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@istion of the lord Pewis, granted him a pardon; and, 
on the 24th of Neverder he was dif out of the 
King’s-Bench. Sureties, however, were required for his 
behavior, but it wag entered on his bail-piece by 
ireétion of K. James, that his remaining in Londen, con- 
trary to the Oxferd 2&, should not be taken as a breach 
of the peace. “After this he retired to a houte he took 
in Charter-Haufe Yard, contenting him{elf with the exer= 


ae a, Job xis 57. 40d AB av. 12, ‘Thele pallages were picked out 
Bie Raper UBttege and fore ot is inert. And peste: 
elergytoan (who Mall be narwele(s) pot lato the bunds ‘of his enemice 
Gone accuthtions out of Rew. xiii, Oe. us agein@ the king, eo couch 
Selita; but no safe was made of them. ‘The grest chars was, tha 
in thet Grveral pailages he refitted on the prelates of the church af 
Lend, and fo wt gui of dition, Be, be Rings evan opcord 
Snformation at large, wich ite fone. Nr. Wallep, Mr. Willem, 
bel, brs raed a Heng Be Nas Walig oia 
count, ralog 
that he covceived the matter ependiog beng « point of dofttine, 
fought to be refered to the bop, "his ardinary4 but if net, he 
humbly conceived the deftrine war innocent and juifiable, fetding 
slide the lonuendo's, for which there wasno colour, there being: me 
Aneecedent to refer them to. (i, &. no bithop or clergy of the church 
Of Zaglavd uamed). He faid the book sccuied, i, e. © The Comment 
«‘on the New Teftament,” contained many eternal truths; bat bey who 
" Gtew the information were the Iibellerss in applying to Che prelates of 
the church of England; thole Severe things which were whiten coa- 
ettning toe plain wo dafereed the charaera wich he gave., My: 
lord (lhys he}, 1 hurebly comcsive the bithops Mr, Baxter Tpeaks of 
as your lorditip,gf you have read church hitory, moh confcts, were- 
the plagues of the church and of the world.” "Mr. Mallop, fuyetbe 
chief juttice, T obferve youare in all the(e dirty caules ) aod were 
it ot for you gentlemen of the loog robe, who fhould have more wit 
and honeBy, than te fupport and hald wp theft faStious knaves by the 
chin, we hould not be ac the pafe we are.’ * My lord, faye Mr. Wai- 
tap, T vumnbly conceive, that the paapes accufed ere natural dedudli- 
ont from the text", © You coucaive, fa jer, and T° 
humbly conceive « Swear hia, fwearhim.” « My lord, faye be, under 
favor, {am counfel for the defendant; and, if I undertand either 
Latin or Engi, the information now brought agzi 


y fach o ili 
Ta ae Oo 


Pi 
* times you are veiy pofitive 1 You talk of your 
nod of your uodstBanding Latin and Engi y 1 
fomething of them as well ss you; but, in hort, T muft well you, that 
if you de Ret uoderfiand your duty bere } thal wach it you.” 
Upon which Mr. Wallop (at down. Mr. Retheram urged, « that if 
~ Mr. Baxter's book bad tharp reficftions upon the church of Reme by 
name, but fpake well of the prelates of the church of E) rd, st 
‘was to be prefumed, that the refeftions were intended, only 
Setingt the prelates of the church of Rewe." The loot chief jules 
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lfc of his miniftry, as 2ffiftant to Mr. Sifvefter, and though 
#0 man was better qualified than he, for managing 
foblic affairs of his party, yet be never meddled w 
them, nor had the leaft to do with thofe addrefles which 
were prefented by fome of that body to K. James II. om 
hia imdulgence. “After his fettlement in Cheer Henle 
Yard, be continued about four years arid a half in 
«xercife of public duties, till he became fo very weak as 
to 


+ Baxter was an enemy to the neme snd thing, the office and 
hifuops,” Rotheram udded, * that Baxter frequently wt- 
livine fervice, went to the facrament, and peifuaded others to 
as was certainly and publicly known sand bed, in the 
fo chargeds fpoken very modes atel and honorably of 
arch of England. Mr. Baxter added, + Mi 

the church of. 
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t.° * Baxter for bithops, fayy Feferies, that's a merry con- 
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eek indeed + Turn 30 it, turn to it.” m this Rothrram turned to 
place where ‘tis faid, "That great refpelt is due to thofe truly exiled 
tobe bitkops among ws,” oF to that purpofe. «A. bth eri, 
ian cant; Spuly called to be bi % is 

* 


Glthoge it anart by feck fashions, tiecling 
ay ious, fhiv 
3 8) Kiddermiafter bitnop be metre Ace 
ing of & inte learned guthors and every puith hal 
pig metropolitan." a ter beginning to fpcak 
lan" Richard, Rickard, do® thou think we will 
the court, &c. Richard, thou art an old fellow, 
4, thou haf written books enough to lasd = cart, every 
— Ga ight fay treafon) an son fall of meat. 
been witing trade for.y yems aj 
Pho premadek whe € preacher Pee pofect 
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it had been happy. tobe a prea 

of pence, and thou haft one foot in the grave 5 ime for thee to 
« begin to think what account thou to But leave thee 
* to thyfelf, and I fee thou'lt go on as thou halt begun; but, by the 
4 grace of GOD, Iwill look after thee. I know thou haf 4 mighty 
{ par, and I fees great many of the brotheshood in corners, waiting 
© to See what will their mighty don, and a debtor of 
£ party (looking to Dr. Bates) at bow the giace of 


4 te es mentioned 
‘the information ought to be firained to that fente, which was put 
em 3 taken 


UPSallder Sex6e, or could aay ons off tite be applied to the prelates 
of i ‘a very forced condruaion. To 

evidence this he would have read feme of the text: But Jefferies 
cried out, * you fhall not draw me intou conventicle with your anno- 
tations, aor your fhivelling garfon neither.” My lord, faid Attaveod, 
Teconceiva this to be exprefty within 2, fe calc lately before 
your lordthip.* * You conceive, fays Yeferies, you conceive amifa; 
it is not." * My lord, feys Mr. Aticoved, that J may ufe the bait 


suthonty, permit me fo iepect your lordihip's own words in ther 
ov eafeee 
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to be forced to keep his chamber. Even then he ceafed 
motte do , fo far as it was in his power; and as bo 
fpent his 1i taking pains, fo to the laft moment of it 
he directed his Chriftian brethren by the Tight roofs * good 
eum te. He departed this life December 4 

jays, after his corpfe was interred in Cheitt Pounce 
tone attended to the grave by a large company of all 
ranks and qualities, efpecially miniffers, and amongé 
them 





« cafe." * No, you fall not, Sayre. You need not fpeak, feryou are 
# an author already 5 thou 2 peak ant wire Smprcinentiy™ Sere 
Attwood, « Leannot help # ayy |, if my talent be no betters but 
fee my duty to doiny belt for. my client,” Jeserier ibercOpom 
went, on, iuceighing againtt what ttcogad had publitoed » And - 
‘weed juttified it to be in defence of the EaciyS cunttitution, declare, 
Gant herer ditswned any thing that he had onittens Safaris boceal 
times ordered him to Git down, but be itill went on. ‘ My lord, fays hey 
have matter of law to offer for my client ;" and he procecded to cite fe~ 
eral cafes, wherein it had been adjuiged, that words ought to be takew 
Inthe, milder fenfe, aod not to. be ftrsincd by innuendos: Warr faye 
£ Jeferies, when he had done; yon have had your fay.” Mr. Wi 

















sod id nathing for they fhw it was to no purpose. a 
Tema y lord, think I can clearly ae 
so fwer ¢, and I'fhall do it briefly. 


tha 
s farn o contained fo thefe Few popetey to which T fll add'a Taulz by 
# teftimony "But be would nor hear award, At length the chict 
Jotice ferred up the mater in'a long and fuifome baramgue. * Tie 
notorioully known (f be) ¥ there has been @ difign to ruin the 
« King and the nation, ‘The old game bet heen rencwel, and thie has 
+ been the main incendiary. He fs as moviett now as cxn be} bat tine 
{ wan when no’ man was to scady to hind ‘your Kings im chainn, 
fetters of iion; and to your tents, O Irad. 
« Glecy don’t ie us be led rice in 8h ages 
* aad when be concluded, he told the jury, ¢ if if oy 
* their confciences belicved he meant the bithe; ‘and - the 
: 








church of Baglaxd, in the paffaces which the in! £09 
they mult fud him guilty," sad'oe could mean a0 soem elie 9 1 





f 
they mutt find him net guilty.” When he tad done, fays Mr, Lester's 
him, # Does your lordititp think any jury will pretend to pave werd werd 
‘ upon me, upon fuch a trial ?”* * I'll warrant you, Mr.. Basser, fayshe, 
* don’t you trouble yourftlf about thst.” The jury immedi 
thelr bende together at the bar, and found him 
ETS oh Mr. a told voy lord chigt ju Bice, ‘wbo bad 
loaded bim wich and yet contisued them, thet “ a 
of his hi ‘and other thooghes of irs &” Upon which bs 
lied, ¢ ‘That there was notan honeft man in England but what took 
im for s great knave.’ He had feveral clergymen who 
append ‘court, but were of ao ult to him, through the violence 
the chief juttice. The trial being over, Sir Henry led Mr. 
Senter through the crowd (I mention it to his honor), and conveyed 
him away inhis cosch. On Fune the soth following be bed | per 
giten agsint him. He was fined five hundred marks, 
_ Till be pabd ity and be bound to his good behavior for fevun years- aon 
lamy'e Absidgemcat, Vol. 1. p- 368---372- 
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them not 2 few of the eftablithed church, who very pra- 
dently paid this laft tribute of refpect to the memory of 
@ great and good man, whofe labors deferved much 
from true Chriftians of all denominations. He was a 
“gman, to {peak impartially from the confideration of his 
writings, who had as frong a head, and as found a heart, 
as any of the age in which he lived. He was too con- 


men of moderate notions, he could think of no better ex- 
Preffion than this, that they fhould be of Mr. Baxter's 
religion*, We need not wonder that a perfon fo little 
addiGed to any party fhould experience the bitternefs of 
all; and in truth, no man was ever more feverely treated 
in this refpeét than Mr. Baxter, again whom more books 
were written, than againit any man in the age in which 
he lived. His frien is, bewerets ee ies ‘as the oa 
repetition of their names might well pafs for a panegyric, 
fince it is impoffible they could have lived in terms of 
ftri& intimacy with any other than a wife and upright 
mant. But the beft teftimony of Mr. Baster’s worth may 









be 

‘© Six Febm Gayer did by hia laf will and teftament bequeath o 
eonfidertble fur of ame perfons lately entered into the miniftry, 
petra | ftudents for the miniftry, with this reftriction, that they 
bbe fuch a8 were ncither for domination nor unnoveflary ion, 

bot of Mr, Baxter's principles, of the eftablithed 
¢lrarch, inclined to pay the legacy within Bir Yobn'e 
defeciption kaa ity. Upon this a chancery fuit was 


|, wherein it was proved, to the fatisfaétion of the court, 

that Me. Baxter was a nonconformifty whereupon a decree went in 

of the plaintiffs. ‘This was cestainly a very fingular cafe, and 

os Looe of Mi, Basi tae plainly appears that Sir 
i 


for 
Gayer thonght bi of diftingylithed wad uncom 
jayer thought him a man | pitty and uncommon 


s and, on the other band, neither 
ith their right in him, but oGuall; 
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‘be drawn from his own writings, of which he left behind 
hhim a very large number}. indeed have cenfured. 
them, though it is certain, that ¢ of his books met 
with as general a reception as any that ever were printed; 
and the Jadicions, Dr. Borrow, whofe opinion ‘at come 
potent jus will admit, gave this jud; ent oO] them, 
i hie praélical writings ‘were neve? mended, his contre: 
© verfial fekiom confated.” 

Thus far we are indebted to the authors of the Biv- 
& ia Britannica, for what they have laborioufly di 

th from his own life written by Mr. Baxter himfelf, 
from the abridgement of it, or additions to it,, compefed. 
dy others, His own life, publifhed from his mapufe: 4 





by Mr. Matthew Sylvefter, is not only a very 

ook to thofe who would know Mr. daxter, but to 
who would ftudy and underftand the hiftory of the times 
in which Mr. Baxter lived. It foems the moft abftratted 
from party-heat of any book of the kind, that ever was 
‘written; which feems the more extraordinary, as Sew 
mea have fuffered greater inconveniences by party« 


‘He was likewile honercd with the correfpondence of mmny foreign di- 

‘vines, fuch as Mi, Branfenius, chaplam to the elestor of Brandenbourg 

Dr. Spencer, chaplain to the eledtot of Suxcayy the celebrated Monfeur 

raid, ani many othes: Among whom we ought not to Dr. 

obn Tilo, then dera of St. Fand's, and afterwards arcibiGvep of 
7. 

‘¢ Dr. Bates tells us, that his books, which for number and variety af 
matter were fufficient to make a library, contain a neafure of cancrover- 
fat, cafaithical, posit ptadheal divinity. Bithop Wilkias wffirme, 
that be has cultivated every fubjc& he bas handled, Dr. Simon Patrick, 
Bithop of Ely, commends him as a ufefal and pious writer, But tbe 
rev. Mr. Loxg of Exeter, whom we have quoted more than once, ays, 
‘hat it would be well for the world if they were all buned. Accond- 
ing to hie computation, they wee in number Fourfeore: Dr. Calamy 
faye he wrote shove one humdred and twenty. Beither of thelt cont 

ations me exsist. The a 
Forey-five diftingt teoatifes 











thor of this mote huh feen a hundred on@ 











Meventy-three guarte’s, fort 

Peventy_fear’s, beGdes fin, 

and twenty prefaces before other men's witings. beak 
Pablithed ‘was bis Aphorifios of Jaftification, and the Corenants, prirrecd 
im x649, and the laft in his life-time, The Certainty of the World of 


tad in 269%, fo that he was an Anther two and ffty 
Tnongh his mali fexsous pieces were his Sainte Everiaftiog Ref his 
Cult to the Unconverted, of which twenty thoufand were fold in one 
ie) it was franilated fato all the Earopeee 


lang 
Pty any ed 
a xo = 
the New Teftament. His pradtical works have been printed altogether, 
dn four volumes in faliz. : 
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3s would, however, not be doing juftice to the memo: 
of Mr, Baxter, were we to pafs over the account, whi 
his excellent friend Dr. Zates has given us of him. . Nor 
‘would it be juftice to our pious Readers; for there is a vein 
of grace, ranning throngh the detail of the eloquent an~ 
thor, which tends not only to inform the mind, but to 
‘warm and animate the heart by Mr. Baxter's example, 

Speaking of his refidence at Kidderminfter, Dr. Bates 
proceeds to fay, * that there Mr. Baxtef's miniftry, by 
the divine influence, was of admirable efficacy. The 
harveft anfwered the {eed that was fowed. Before his 
coming, the place was like a piece of dry and barren 
earth, only ignorance and pro! nefs, as natives of the 
foil, were rife among them ; but by the bleffing of heaven 
upon his Iabor and cultivating, tho face of taradife ap~ 
peared there in all the fruits of righteoufnefs. Many 
were eee ce the ftate of pol tees nature, to the 

fate of grace ; and many were advanced to higher degrees 
of holinefa. The bad were to good, ae the 

to better. Converfion is the excellent work of 

livine grace. The efficacy of the means is from the 

fapreme mover. But GOD ufually makes thofe minif- 

ters fuccefsfal in that bleed work, whofe principal 

defign and delight is, to glorify him in the faving of fouls, 

This was the reigning afeétion of his heart, and he was 
extraordinarily qualified to obtain his end. 

His prayers were an effufion of the moft melting ex~ 
preffions, and his intimate ardent affections to GOD: 
From the abundance of the beart bis lips fpake. His foul 
took wing for heaven, and wrapped up the fouls of others 
with him, Never did L fee or hear a holy minifter ad- 
arefs himfelf to GOD with more reverence and humility ; 
with more refpe& to hia glorious greatnefs; never with 
more zeal and fervency, correfpondent to the infinite 
moment of his requefts; nor with more filial affiance in 
the divine ‘. 

In his fermons there was a rare union of arguments 
and motives to convince the mind, and gain the heart = 

fountains of reafon and perfuafion were open to 
his difcerning eye. There was no refifting the force of 
his difcourfes, without denying reafon and divine revela- 
tion, He had a marvelloos felicity and copioufnefs in 
fgecking. “There was a noble negligence in, his ftyle : 

‘or his great mind could not ftoop to the affected elequence 
of words. He defpifed fathy oratory : But his expreffions 
were clear and powerful, {o ‘convincing the rftand- 

ing, 
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Fig, fo entering into the foul, fo engaging the affeftions, 
that thofe were as deaf as adders, who were not charnied by 
fo wife aCharmer. He waa animated with tht Holy Spi- 
rit, and breathed celeftial fire, to infpire beart and life 
into dead finners, and to melt the obdurate in their frozen 
tombs. Methinks I fill hear him {peak thole powerful 
words: ¢¢ A wretch that is condemned to dic to-morrow, 
** cannot forget it: And yet, © finners, that continu- 
«* ally are untegrrain to live an hour, and certain fpeedi 
“© to fee the nitjefty of the Lord, to their unconceivabis’ 
ac py or terror, as fare as now live upon earth ; can 
«© fo thefe things for which they have their memory; 
*¢ and which, one would think, fhould drown the mat- 
«« ters of this world, as the report of a cannon docs a 
«© whifper, or as the fun obfcurea the pooreft glow-worm. 
*« O wonderful ftupidity of an erate foul! O won- 
«© derful folly and diftraétednefs of the ungodly! That 
<¢ ever then can forget, I fay ‘in, that they can forget, 
** eternal foy, eternal woe, the eternal GoD, and the 
“ pace their eternal ble abode, when they 
“© ftand even at the door, and there is but the thin veil 
“* of feth between them and that amazing fight, that 
© eternal gulph, and they aredaily dying and ftepping in.” 
Serm. before the H. Commons, 1660, V. ive Pe 729» 

BeGdes, his wonderful diligence, in catechizing the 

rticular families under his charge, was exceeding ufe- 

1 to plant religion in them. Perfonal inftraction and 
application of divine truths, have an excellent advan! 

ppl f divi ths, ha’ Nent ad 
and efficacy to infinuate, and infufe religion into t) 
minds an rts of mi e converfion o| 

ind id” hea: of aad, by the er kie if 
parents and mafters, to reform whole families that are 
under their immediate direGtion and government. While 
he was at Kidderminfler, he wrote and publifhed that 
accomplifhed model of an evangelical minifter, ftyled 
** Gildas Salvianus, or the Reformed Paitor:” In that 
book, he clears beyond all cavil, that the duty of minifters 
is not confined to their ftudy and the pulpit, but that 
they thould make ufe of opportunities to inftru& fami- 
lies within their care, aa it is faid by the apoftle, that 
he bad kept back nething from his hearers that was profitable, 
but bad taught them frblicly and from boxfe to beufe. A&ts 
XX. 20, 21. The idea a faithful minifter, delineated 
in that book, was a copy taken from the hfe, from hie 
own zealous example. “ His unwearicd induftry to do 
good to his flock, was anfwered by correfpondent love 
Peat pe sears bi iskolpes sn ther Ces He. 
would often fpeak with great_comp! their dear af- 
‘ : D fetions 
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fe€tions : And a little before his death, faid, ‘* He belieted 
lthey were more expreféve of kindnefs to him, than the 
«¢ chriftian converts were to the apoftle Pas/, by what 
“< sin his writings.” 

White he remained at Kidderminffer, his illuftrious 
worth was not fbaded is a corner, but difperfed ite 
‘beams and influence round the country. By his counfel 
and excitation, the minifters in Worcefterfbire, copii 
prefbyterian, and cong: i were united, that, by 
their ftudies, labors, advice, the doétrine and prac- 
tice of religion, the trath and holinefs of the gofpel, 
might be preforved in all the churches committed to 
their ch: ‘This affociation was of excellent ufe, the 
ends of church government were obtained by it, and 
it was a leading example to the minifters of other counties. 
Mr. Baster was not above his brethren-minifters, by a 
fuperior title, or-any fecular advantage, but by his ‘di- 
vine endowments and excellencies, his extraor- 
nary wifdom, zeal fidelity: He was the foul of 
that happy fociety. i. 

He continued among his beloved People,, till the year 
1660, when he came to Londen. A while the king’s 
reftoration, there were many endeavors ufed in 
to an agreement between the, spitcopal and pi erian 

inifers. For this end of bithops el 2 and 
of the minifters, were called to attend the king at Wor- 
cofter-Flonfe: There was read to them a declaration drawn 

with great wifdom and moderation, by the lord 
chancelior the earl of Clarendon. 1 fhall only obferye, 
that in reading the fevera] parts of the declaration, Dr. 
Morley way the princi Manager of the conference 
among the bifhops, Mr. Baxter among the minifters : 
And one particular I cannot forget ; it was defired by the 
miniftera, that the bifhops fhould exercife their church 
power with the counfel and confent of prefbyters. This 
limiting of authority was {0 dif; g, that Dr. Cofms, 
thea eleét of Darbam, faid, If your majefty grant this 





BAXTER as 


© Befides, it will be a means to take away that burden and 
* odium of affairs, which may lie too heavy on one man’s 
< fhoulders, as indeod I think it did formerly on the 
« pifhops here.’ The good doétor thought, that the 
judgement of the king’s afliGted and enquiring father, 
‘would have been of great moment to incline him to that 
temperament: Bur the ki prefently replied, ‘ All that is 
* in that book is net gofpel” My lord chancellor pradeatly 
moderated in that matter, that the bifhops, in weighty 
caufes, thould have the affiftance of the preibytere. 

Mr. Sater confidering the ftate of our affairs in that 
time, was well pleafed with that declaration. He was of 
€alvin's mind, who judicioully obferves, wv our Savi- 
our’s words, That the Sen of man fball fend forth bis angels, 
send they foal! gather xt of és kingdom all things that offend : 
Rui ad extirgandum quicquid difplicet prapofisr’ fupinant, 
antevertant Chrifti judicium, ct ereptum angelis rid n Sibi 
femer? ufurpant*. Befides, that declaration granted fuch 
a fi m to confcientious minifters, that were unfa- 
tisfied as to the old conformity, that if it had been ob- 
ferved, it had prevented the doleful divifion that facceeded 
afterward, But when there was a motion made in the 
houfe of commons, that the declaration might pafs intro 
an a@, it was oppofed by one of the fecretaries of 
ftate, which was a fafficient indication of the king’s 
averfenefa to it. ° 

After the declaration, there were many conferences at 
the Savey between the bifhops and fome doétors of their 
party, with Mr. Baxter and fome other minifters for an 

it, wherein bis zeal for was moft conipt 
cuous; but all was in vain. the particulars 
‘were debated, he has given an account in print. 

‘Mr. Baxter after bis coming to Londen, during the 

time of liberty, did not negle@ that which was the prin- 
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fato the people, that they prefently, in a wild diforder, rat 
out of the chdrch; their as to hafte away, put 
all into a tumult: Mir. Baxter, without vifible diftur- 
bance, fat down in the pulpit: After the hurry was over; 
he refumed his difcourfe; and faid to compofe their 
minds, * We are in the fervice of GOD to prepare our~ 
© felves, that we may be fearlefs at the great noife of 
«© the diffulving world, when the heavens fball paft away, 
“© and the clements melt with fervent beat; the earth aljo, 
&* and the works that are therein, shall be burnt up 3” 2 Pet. 
jis 10, 11, 12, 13, 140 

After St. Dunfian's church was pulled down in order 
to its rebuilding, he removed to B/ack-Friars, and conti- 
nued his preaching there to a vaft concourfe of hearers, 
till the memorable Barthelomcw. 

In the yer 1061, a parliament was called, wherein 
was paft the aé of uniformity, that expelled from their 
public places about two thoufand minifters. I will only 
take notice concerning the caufes of that proceeding, 
that the old clergy from wrath and revenge, and the 
young gentry from their fervile compliance with the 
court, and their diflafte of ferious religion, were very 
active to carry on and complete that act. That this is 
no rafh imputation upon the ruling cle: then is evi- 
dent, not only from their concurrence in paffing that 
law, for agtions have a language as convincing as that 
of words, but from Dr. She/don then bilhop of London, 
their great leader; who when the lord chamberlain Man- 
chefter told the king, while the 34 of uniformity was 
under debate, * That he was afraid the terms of it were 
* fo rigid, that many of the minifters would not comply 
* with it;’ he replied, ¢ 1 am afraid they will” ‘Vhis 
act was patted, after the king had engaged his faith and 
honor, in his declaration from Breda, to preferve the li- 
berty of confcience inviolate, which promife opened the 
way for his reftoration ; and after the royalifts here had 

iven public affurance, that all former animofities fhould 

buried, as rubbifh under the foundation of an uni- 
verfal concord. Mr. Saxter, who was involved with 
fo many minifters in this calamity, and was their brighteft 
ornament, and the beft defence of their righteous, though 
oppreffed canfe; made two obfervations upon that act and 
our ejeGion : 
one was, that the minifiers were tarned and kept 
out from the public exercife of their office in that time 
of their lives that was moft fit to be dedicated and em~ 
: ployed 
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ployed for the fervice and glory of GOD, that is between 
thirty and fixty years, when their intelleCtual and in- 
fkramental faculties were in their vigor. The other was, 
in a letterto me after the death feveral bifhops, who 
Were concurrent in paffing that aét, and exprefled no 
forrow for it: His words were, ‘© For ought I fee, the 
«© bifhops will own the turning of us ont, at the tribunal 
*© of Chriff, and thither we appeal.” 

After the a& of uniformity had taken its effect, in 
the ejeGtion of fo many minifters, there was fometimes 
@ connivance at the private exercife of their mmiftry, 
fometimes public indulgence granted, and often a fevere 
profecution of them, as the popith and politic interoft 
of the court varied. When there was liberty, Mr. Bax- 
ter applied himfelf to his delightful work, to the great 
advantage of thofe who enjoyed his miniftry. Hut the 
church party oppofed vehemently the liberty that was 

ranted, Indeed fuch was their Zercenefs, that if the dif- 
fenting minifters had been as wife ac ferpents, and as 
innocent as doves, they could not efcape their cenfures. 
The pulpit reprefented them as {editioufly difaffeGicd 
to the ftate, as obftinate {chifnratics ; and often the name 
of GOD was not only taken in vain, but in violence, to 
authorize their hard fpeechess and harder aétions, againit 
them. Some drops of that itorm fell upon Mr, Baxter, 
who calmly fubmitted to their injurious dealings. I fhall 
{peak of that afterward. 

In the interval, between his deprivation and his death, 
he wrote and publithed moft of bis books, of which I 
will give fome account. 

His books, for theie number and variety of matter in 
them, make 2 hbrary. They contain a treafure of con- 
troverfial, cafuiftical, pofitive and practical divinity. Of 
them I fhall relate the wotds of one, whofe exa& judge- 
ment, joined with his moderation, will give a great 
value to his teftimony; they are of the very reverend 
Dr. (Filkins, afterward bifhop of Chefter : He faid, ¢ That 
«Mr. Baxter had cultivated every fubje€t he handled ; and 
* ifhe had lived in the primitive times he had been one of 
* the fathers of the church.’ I fhalladd what he fad 
with admiration of him at another time, ¢ That it was 
« enough for one age to produce fuch a perfon as Mr. 
* Baxter! indeed he had fuch an amplitude in his 
thoughts, fuch vivacity of imagination, and folidity 
and depth of judgement, as rarely meet together. His 
enquiring mind was freed from the fervile dejection ons 

3 on 
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bondage of an implicit faith. He adhered to the feri 
tures, ie ere hls at faite and fearched whether 
the do@rines, received and taught, were confonant to it. 
This is the duty of every brian, according to his 
capacity, efpeci minifters, neeeliery. means to 
open the mind for divine know] and for the ad- 
Set of ihe srathie He fe pal feyeral books 

inft the papifts, wi rnefs and ftrength, as 
igo feb peokn eo 
“ armies antiquity again: papitts : 
‘Armics, becanfe of their bloody religion fo often exem~ 
plified m England, Ireland, crams: s and other countsiass 

lowever may appear on t ate always 
the fame perfone in the tyring-room : Be, ghey, 2 binds 
them to extirpate heretics, and often over-rules the 
milder inclinations of their nature: Antiquity, becaufe 
they are inveigled with a fond pretence to it, as if it 
were favorable to their caufe. But it has been demon- 
ftrated by many learned proteftants, that the argument 
of antiquity is dire@lly againft the principal doétrines 
of popery, as that of the fupremacy, of tranfubftantiation, 
of image-worthip, an 5 

He hay wrote feveral excellent books againft the impa 
dent atheifm of this loofe age. In them he eftablifhes 
the fundamental principle, upon which the whole fabric 
of chriftianity is built ; after this fhort uncertain 
life, there is a future ftate of happinefs or mifery equally 
eternal, and that death is the laft irrevocable ftep into 
that unchangeable ftate. From hence it follows, by 
infallible confequence, that the reafonable creature 
fhould prefer the intereft of the foul before that of the 
body, and fecore eternal hfe. This being laid, he 
proved the chriftian religion to be the only way of fallen 
man’s boing zeftored toe feror of GOD, and ne 
taining a bleffed immortality. jis great argument 

ae with that ‘clearnef? and ftrength, thet none can 
refufe affent unto it, without denying the infallible prin- 
ciples of faith, and the evident principles of nature. 

He alfo publithed fome warm difcourfes, to apologize 
for the preaching of diffenting minifters, and to excite 
them to do their duty, He did not think that the aé of 
uniformity could difoblige them from the exercife of their 
office. Itis true, magi es are titular gods, by their 
deputation and vicege: , but fubordinate and accounta~ 
ble ro GOD above, ir laws haye no binding foree 
een the confcience, but from his command ; and if con~ 
‘wary to his laws, ate to be difobeyed. The minifters 
4 cone 
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eonfecrated to the fervice of GOD, are under a moral 
perpetual obligation of preaching the faving traths of the 
Zotpel, as they have opportunity, ‘There ‘needs no min 
Faculous teftimony of their commiffion from heaven, to 
authorize the doing their ordinary duty. 

In fome points of modern controverfy, he judiciouil: 
chofe the middle way, and advifed young divines to 
low it. His reverence of the divine purity, made him 
Rey fhy and jealous of any dogtrine that ed to re- 
fleét a blemifh and ftain upon it. He was a clear afferter 
of the fovereign freenefs, and infallible efficacy of divine 

race, in the converfion of fouls. In a fermon reciting 
the words of the covenant of grace, Z will put my fear 
into their hearts, and they fball not depart from me; Jere 
xxxii, 40. he obferves the tenor of it was, ** { will, 2 
© you fhalt.” Divine makes the rebellious will obe- 
dient, but does not make the will to be no will*, By the 
illumination of the mind, the will is inclined to obedience, 
according to the words of our Saviour, Ail that have beard, 
and isarned of the Father, come unto me. He preached, that 
the death of Chriff was certainly effectual for all the 
ele&, to make them partakers of grace and glory; and 
that it was fo far beneficial to all men, that they are not 
Jeft in the fame defperate ftate with the fallen angels, 
but are made capable of falvation by the grace of the 
foteel Not capable as Pion to convert themfelves, 

jut as fubjel?s to receive faving grace. He did fo honor 
the Gneericy of GOD, as entirely 6 believe his will 
declared in his word: He would not interpret the pro- 
mifes of the gofpel ina lefs gracious fenfe, than GOD 
jatended them: ‘Therefore if men finally perifh, it is not 
for want of mercy in GOD, nor merits in Chrif, but 
for wilfal refafing falvation. 

His books of practical divinity have been effeétual for 
More numerous converfions of finners to GOD, than 
any pripted in our time: And while the church remains 

D4 on 

* If = meaner be allowed to attempt sn eclairciffement 
this profound Tobjekt may be fated thus.- 4 i i 
to the will, by taking off the weighty prej ! 
fin, which bore it dowa or carried it atvay fiom its own onginal liberty 
sot betich, nda tay Wee sag 

to the will a ns ish ec 
forage oun it both in admiration hier Thus finners are fas 
freely by grace, and yet in their own free-will not that which is cor- 
Fupted and enflaved, but that which is liberated and renewed. Every 
Re will remember, how analogous this is to the tation of 
eae ech Setaioes ane en SS Rare of onder 
atm. 
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en earth, will be of continual efficacy to recover loft 
foule. There is a vigorous pulfe in them that keeps the 
Reader awake and strenitive. Hia book of ‘* The Saints 
s* Everlafting Reft,” was written by him when lany 
guilhing in the fufpence of life and Jeath, but has the 

gnatures of his holy and vigorous mind. To allure our 
defites, he unveils the fanétuary above, and difcovers the 

Jory and joys of the bleffled in the divine prefence, by a 
light fo ftrong and lively, that all the glittering vanities 
of this world-vanith in thar compariten, and@a fncere 
believer will defpife them, as one of mature age does the 
toys and baubles of children. To excite our fear, he 
removes the fcrecn, and makes the everlafting fire of 
hell fo vifible, and reprefents the tormenting paffions of 
the damned in thofe dreadful colours, that, if duly con~ 
fidered, would check and controul the unbridled licen~ 
tious appetites of the moft fenfual wretches. 

His “ Call to the Unconverted*;” how fmall in bulk, 
but how powerful in virtue! Truth fpeaks in it with 
that authority and efficacy, that it makes the Reader hy 
his hand upon his heart, and find he has a foul and a con- 
fcience, though he lived before as if he had none. He 
told fome friends, that Gx brothers were converted by 
reading that Call; and that cron nook he received let- 
ters of fome converted by his a. This he fpake 
with moft bumble thankfulnefs, that GOD was pleafed 
to ufe him as an inftrument for the falvation of fouls. 

He that was fo folicitous for the falvation of others, 
‘wag not negligent of his own; but as regular love re- 

uires, his firit care was to prepare himfelf for heaven, 

in him the virtues of the contemplative and ative life 
were eminently united. His time was fpent in com- 
munion with GOD, and in charity to men. He tived 
above the fenfible world, end in folitude and filence con- 
verfed with GOD. The frequent and ferious meditation 
of eternal things, was the powerful means to make his 
heart holy and heavenly, and from thence his conver- 
Sation. Hie life was a praétical fermon, a drawing 
example. ‘There was av air of bumility and fandtity in 
his mortified countenance; and his deportment was be~ 
coming a fhranger upon earth, and a citizen of heaven. 

Though all divine graces, the fruit of the Spirit, were 
yifible in bis converfatipn, yet fome were more eminent. 

‘ Humi- 
© ‘The eminent Mr. Eliet of New-Hagland, tranflated this tra&t inta 

Ladian towgue: A dadian prit was fo taken with it 
ES Sead it with teary, Zod died with ein Ridbunds om 
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Humility is to other graces, as the morning ftar is to 
the fun, that goes before it, amd follows it in the even- 
ing: Humility prepares us for the receiving of grace, 
GOD gives grace to the humbie: And it follows the 
exercife of grace; ot J, fays the apoftle, but the grace 
of GOD'in me. In Mr. Baxter there was a rare union 
of fublime knowledge, and other {piritual excellencies, 
with the loweft opinion of himfelf He wrote to one 
that fent a letter to him full of expreffions of honor and 
efteem, «© You do admire one you do not know; know- 
“© edge will cure the error. The more we know of 
«« GGD, the mote reafon we fee to admire him; but 
<< our knowledge of the creature, difcovers its imperfec- 
“© tions, and lefleas our efteem.” To the fame perfon, 
expreffing his veneration of him for his excellent gi! 
and graces, he replied with heat, “¢ I have the remain- 
«© ders of pride in me ; how dare you blow up the {parks 
<< of it?” He defired fome minifters, his chofen friends, 
to meet at bis houfe, and fpend a day in prayer, for his 
dire€tion in a matter of moment: Before the duty was 
‘begun, be fail, ‘* I have defired your affiftance at this 
“time, becaufe I believe GOD will fooner hear your 
«« prayers than mine.” He imitated Se. 4ufin both in his 
penigential confeffions and retractatione. In conjunction 
‘with humility he had great candor for others. He could 
willingly bear with perfons of differing fentiments: He 
would not eras his own judgement, nor ravith 
another's, He did not over-efteem himfelf, nor undervalue 
others. He would give liberal encomiums of many con- 
forming divines™. le was fevere to himfelf, but candid 
in excufing the faults of others, Whereas, the bufy 
enquirer, and cenfurer of the faults of others, is ufu- 

ally the eafy megleGter of his own. 
elf-denial, and contempt of the world, were fhining 
races in him, i never knew any perfon lefs indulgent to 
im(elf, and more indifferent to his temporal intereft, 
‘The offer of 2 bifhopric was no temptation to him: 
For his exalted foul defpifed the pleafure and profits 
which others fo earneftly defire; he valued not an empty 
title upon his tomb. ae 
ig 


* Ashe gave encomiums of others, he had mach faid to bis honor 
by many. Sir Matthew Hale Bighly of his piety and learning, 
Before al} the judges at the table at Seryrant's dea, at the time when 
he war ia prilon upon the Osjird a6. And fe the tellimony of 

t the clole of the account of bis life, prefixed to his praétical 
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His patience was troly chriftian, GOD does often 
try his shildsen By, aliictions to exercife their graces, ta 
eccafion their victory, and to entitle them to 2 trium- 
phant felicity. 

This Saint was tried by many affiiGtions. Weare very 
tender of our reputation: His name was obfcured under 
mcloud of detsaé&tion. Many flanderous darts were 
thrown at him. He was charged with {chifm and fedi- 
tion. He was accufed for his paraphrafe on the New 
"Feftament, at guilty of difleyal afperfions npon the 
government, and condemned, uoheard, to a prifon, 
where he remained for fome years. But he was fo far 
from being moved at the unrighteous Profecution, that 
he joyfully faid to a conftant friend, *¢ What could I de- 
«6 ‘Gre more of GOD, than after having ferved him to my 
«« power, I fhould now be called to fuer for him?” One, 
who had been a fierce diffenter, was afterward rankied 
with an oppofite heat, and very contumelioufly in hie 
writings Tebiedted upon Mr. Baxter, who calmly endured 
bis contempt : And when the fame perfon publifhed a 
learned difcourfe in defence of chriftianiry, Mr. Baxter 
faid, ‘* I forgive him all for his writing that book.” Indeed 
he was fo much the more cal honorabie, as he was 
xbought worthy of the hatred of [fome] perfons. 

It is true, the cenfures and reproaches of others, 
whom he efteemed and loved, touched him in the tender 
part. But he with the great Apoftle, counted it a fmall 

ing to be judged by man’s'day. He was entire to his 
confcience, and independent upon the opinion of others*, 
But his patience was more eminently tried by his conti- 
nal pains and Janguifhing. Martyrdom is a more eafy 
way of dying, when the combat and the victory are 
finithed at once, than to die by degrees every day. His 
complaints were juent 5 who ever heard an unfub~ 

plai fi ‘but who ever heard an unfub- 
miffive word drop from his lips? He was not put out of 
his patience, nor, out of the poffeffion of himfelf. In 
his fharp pains he faid, «* J have a rational patience, and 
“© 2 believing patience, though fenfe would recoil.” 

His pacific fpirit was a cl charaéter of his being 2 

child of GOD. How ardently he endeavored to ce- 

id . ment 
Boyle declared Mr. Baxter to be the fitteit 
font, beeaufe he feared no man’s difpleafore, 
y preferment. 

Bifhop Beraet, in bis life of Sir Matthew Hale, records it, that 
o—* He held graat converfation with Mr. Baxter, whe wae i 
7" bour at dfee, on whom he locked as a perion of 
Pina 3 end of avery fubtie and quick 

re. Pe ZS 


* The honorable 
man of the age to b 
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ment the breaches among us, which others widen and 
keep open, is publicly known. He fatd toa friend, «« I 
«© canas willingly ‘be a martyr for love as for any article 
*¢ of the creed. 't is ft to aftonifhment, that thofe, 
who agree in the fubftantial and great points of the re- 
formed religion, and are of differing fentiments only in 
things not fo clear, nor of that moment as thofe wherein 
they confent, fhould fill be oppotite parties. Methinks, 
the remembrance how our divifions lately expofed us to 
our watchful adverfary, and were almoft fatal to the in~ 
tereft of religion, fhould conciliate our affections. Our 
common danger and common deliverance, thonld prepare 
our fpirits fora Gncere and frm union; When our fey 
was fo without a glimmering horizon, then by a new 
dawning of GOD's wonderfol providence, a deliverer ap- 
peared, our gracious fovereign, K. Williem the Il]. who 
has the honor of eftablifhing our religion at_ home, and 
givea us hopes of reftoring it abroad, in places from whence 
it has been fo unrighteoufly and cruelly expelled. M: 
the union of his proteftant fubjeGs in religious things, fo 
defired by wife and good men, be accomplithed by his 
princely counfel and authority. Loregrity with charit 
would remove thofe things that have fo long difanited 
us, I return from this digreffion. 

Love to the fouls of men, was the peculiar charaG@tor 
of Mr. Baster’s fpirit. In this he imitated and honored 
our Saviour, who prayed, died, and lives for the a 
tion of fouls, All his natural and fapernatural endow- 
ments were fubfervient to this blefledend, It was his 
meat and drink, the life and joy of his life, todo good to 
fouls. His induftry was almolt incredible in his itudies = 
He had a fenfitive nature defirous of eafe as others have, 
and faint faculties, yet fuch was the continual applica 
tion of himfelf to his great work, as if the labor of 
one day had fupplied Srengrh for another, and the wil- 
Hingnefs of the fpirit had fapported the weaknefs of the 
flefh, In his ufual converfation, his ferious, Frequent 
and delightful difcourfe was of divine things, to e1 
his friends with the love of heaven. He received with 
fender compaffion and condefcending kindnefs, the meaneft 
that came to him for counfel and confolation, He gav. 
in one year a hundred pounds to buy bibles for the poore 
He has in his will difpofed of all that remains of his 
eftate, after the legacies to his kindred, for the benefic 
of the fouls and bodies of the poor. He continued ta 
preach fo long, notwithftanding his wafted languifhing 
body, that, the laft time, be ft died in the pulpit. 

t 
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Se would have been his joy to have been transfigured in 
the maunt. 

Not long after his Iaft fermon, he felt the approaches 
of death, and was confined to his fick bed. Death re- 
weals the fecrets of the heart; then words are fpoken with 
moft feeling and leaf affetation. This excellent Saint 
was the fame in his life and death: His laft hours were 
Syene in preparing others and himfelf to appear before 

OD. ie faid to his friends that vifited him, ** You 
«© come hither to learn to die, I am not the only perfon 
* that mug gothis way ; I can affure you that your whole 
<* life, be tt never fo Jong, 1s little enough to prepare for 
“© death. Havea care of this vain deceitful world, and 
« the lufts of the fleth : Be fure you choofe GOD for your 
«« portion, heaven for your home, GOD"s glory for your 
«« end, his word for your rule, and then you need never 
*¢ fear but we fhall meet with comfort.” 

Never was penitent Ginner more hamble and debafing 
him(elf, never was a fincere believer more calm and com- 
fortable. He acknowledged himfelf to be the vileik 
@unghill worm (it was his ufual expreffion) that ever 
went to beaven,” He admired the divine condofeenfion 
to us, often faying, ** Lord, what is man? What om 
*¢ T vile worm to the great GOD?” Many times he 

rayet, GOD be merciful 1o me a finner ! and bleffed 

Bot , that that was left upon record in the gofpel, as an 

effectual prayer. He faid, “© (GOD may juftly condema 

+ me for the beft duty ] ever did: And all my hopes ate 

. “ from the free mercy of GOD in Chri?, which he often 
* prayed for.” 

After a flumber he waked and faid, ‘¢ I fhall ref fiom 
<¢ my labor :” A minifter then prefent Said, § and your 
+ woiks follow you:’ To whom he rephed, “ No works, 
«¢T will leave out works, 1f GOD will grant me the other.” 
‘When 2 friend was comforting him with the remembrance 
of the good, which many had teceived by his preaching and 
writings, he faid, * I was but a pen in GOD’s hand; 
*¢ and what praife is due to a pen # 

His refigned fubmiffion to the will of GOD in his 
Sharp ficknefs, was eminent. When extremity of pain 

rained him earneftly to pray to GOD for his re- 
Jeafe by death, he would check himfelf; ** It is not fit 
«6 for ‘me to prefcribe,” and faid, «When thou wilt, 
#6 what thou wilt, how thou wilt.” 

Being in great anguifh, he faid, ‘* Q how unfearchable 
«* are his ways, and his paths paft finding out ! the reaches 
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*¢ of his providence we cannot fathom”: And to his friends, 
s¢ Do not think the worfe of religion for what you fee 
“© me faffer.” a 

Being often afked by his friends, how it was with his 
inward man, he replied, ** I blefs GOD I have a well- 
*< grounded affurance of my etermal happinefs, and 
“6 peace and comfort within ;” but i was his trouble he 
could not eriumphaatly exprefs it, by reafon of his ex- 
arome pains. He faid, ** Fleth muft perifh, and we muit 
«© feel the perifhing of it: And that though his judgement 
id jubmnitted, yet feofe would {till make him groan.” 

Being ati a perfon of quality, « Wherher he had 
“not great jay from his believing apprehenfions of the 
“invifible ftate? He replied, “© What elfe think you 
¢* chriftianity ferves for?” He faid, ‘The confideration 
*¢ of the Deity in his glory and greatnefs, was too high for 
“< our thoughts; but the confideration of the Son of GOI> 
“*in our nature, and of the fainta in heaven whom he 
“© knew aod loved, did much fweeten and familiarize hea- 
** ven to him.” ‘The defcription of heaven in the xiith 
chapter to the Hebrews and the 22d verie, was moft com- 
tortable to him: ‘hat he was going to the innumerable 
company of angel, and to the general affembly and church of 
the firfi-born, whofe names are written in beaven; and to 
GOD she judge of all, and to the fpirits of juft men made 
perfect; and to Jefas the mediator of the ucw covenant, and 
te the blood of fprinkling, that {peaketh better things than the 
blood of Abe). “*Vhat fcripture, he faid, deferved a thou- 
« fand thoufand thoughts :” He faid, «¢ O how comfurt- 
*¢ able is that promife, Eye bath not fier, nor car beard, 
“6 neither bath it entered into the heart of man to conceive the 
«« things GOD hus luid up for thofe who love him,” 

At another time he faid, ** That he found great comfort 
«Cand fweetnefs in repeating the words of the Lord's 
«* Prayer, and was forry that fome good people were 
“« prejudiced againft the ufe of it; for there were all ne- 
«© ceffary petitions for foul and body contained in it.” 

‘Ar otter times he gave excellent counfel ro young mi- 
niflers that vifited him, and earnefly prayed to GOD 
to blefs their Iabors, and make them very fuccefsful in con- 
verting many foule to Cri. And he expreffed great joy 
in the hopes that GOD would do a great deal of good by 
them; and that they were of moderate peaceful {pirits. 

He did often pray that GOD would be merciful to 
this miferable diftra world: And that be would pre- 
Serve bis church and intereit in it. f _ 

le 
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Bie advifed his friends to bewase of felf-conceitednefs, 
ms 2 fin that was likely to rnin this nation: And fad, 
«< J have written a book againit it, which I am afrai¢ 
« has done little good.” . 

Being afked whether he had alrered his mind in con- 
trove points, he faid, ‘* Thofe that pleafe, may know 
“© my mind in my writings: And what be had done was 
“ not for his own bis pepe but the glory of GOD.” 

I went to him with a very worthy friend, Mr. AZa- 
wher, of New England, the day before he died, and fpeak- 
ing fome comforting words to him, he replied, “* have 
sr"pain, there is no arguing againft fenfe, but I have 
« T have peace.” I told him, ‘ You are now ap- 
« proaching te your lon; home.” He anfwered, 
** I believe, I’ believe.” He faid to Mr. Mather, * ¥ 
 biefs GOD that you have accomplithed your bufinefs 5 
« the Lord prolong your life.” 

He eapredied a great willingnefe to die; and darin 
his fickne(s, when the queftion was afked, how he did, 
his anfwer was, <‘ Almoit well. ” His joy was remarkable, 
when in his own apprehenfions death was neareft = ‘And 
his fpiritaal joy at length was confammated in eternal joy. 

Thus lived ‘and that bleffed Saint. Ihave, with- 
eut any artificial fétion of words, given a fincere fhort 
acconnt of him. All our tears are below the juft grief 
for fuch an invaluable lofs. It isthe comfort of his friends, 
that he enjoys a blefled reward in heaven, and has left 2 
precious remembrance on the earth.’. 

Thus far Dr. Bates. To this may be added from Mr. 
Sylvefter a fhort account of his Perfon. He was tall 
and flender, and ftooped much: His countenance com- 
pofed and grave, fomewhat inclining to fmile. He bad 
@ piercing eye, a very articulate {pecch, and his deport- 
quent rather plain than complimental. He had a at 
‘Command over his thoughts. He had thar Bappy falar "> 
fo as to anfwer the character that was given im by a 
learned man, diffenting from him, after a difcourfe with 
him; which was, * he conld fay what he would, 
* and he could prove what he faid.” 

It is_impoffble to read the account he gives of himfelf 
in his Reliquia without emotion. The ficknefs and lan- 

rs he underwent 2imoft from his childhood, and which 
ain fo pathetically defcribed, render it matter of ad- 
miration, that fach a frame fhould hold out for feventy-Gx 
‘years, when, before twenty, he complained of a prema- 
ture fenefus, and all the fymptoms of fouricere. 
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+ "Fhe ftone, which was in bis ki and 
win kan area Se er ie 
the Britis Mufeum. It is a large blue pebble, very much 
refembling the thape of a kidney itfelf. 

‘We cannot difmifs this memoir of fo extraordinary a 
Perfon, without afhxing that memorial of gratitude which 
Dr, Bates renders for Mr. Baxter to Sic Henry Afbucft, 
Bart. his pious patron and friend. 


* To the right worfhipful, and hie much-honored 
friend, Sir Henry 4/burf, 7 


© Siz, . 

* Your noble and conftant kindnefs to Mr. Baxter 
living, and your honorable refy to him dead, have in- 
duced me to infcribe the wing memorial of him to 
yeur name. He was moft worthy of your higheft eftem 
And love, for the frit imprefions of heaves upon your 
foul, were in reading his unvalued book of the Sainte 
Everlafting Reft. Thas kindled 2 mutual affettion in your 
breatts: His love was dire@ting, counfelling, aud exciting 

fou to fecore ir future happinefs: Your love was ob- 
lervant, grateful, and beneficent to him. The Gincerity 
and gencrofity of your friendthip was very evident, ia 
your appearing asd ftanding by him, when he was fo 
roughly and unrightcoully |» by oue who was the 
difhonour of this age’s law, chief juftice Jefferies ; whofe 
deportment in a high place of fomessate, ‘was fo contrary 
to wifdom, and humanity, and juftice, that there need 
no foul words to make his mame odious. Of this and 
four other favors Mr. Baxter retained a dear and laftin, 
fonfe; and in his dying hours declared, that you h: 
been the beft friend he ever had. He has fied bis 
tourfe, and veceived bis crown; His name will thine fonger 
than his enemies fhall bark. 

« T cannot omit the mentioning, that Mr. Boyle and 
Mr. Baxter, thofe incomparable perfons in their feveral 
ftudies, and dear friends, died within a fhort {pace of one 
another. “Mr. Boyle was engaged in the contemplation of 
the and architecture of the vifible world, and made 
rare di! vies in the fyfem of nature: Not for curio~ 
fity and barren {peculation, but to admire and adore the 
perfections of the Deity in the variety, order, beauty, 
and marvellous artifice of the creatures that compofe this 

reat univerfe. Mr. Baxter was converfant in the invi- 
Eble world: His mind was conftantl; sepliod. to_under+ 
ftand the harmonious agreement of ths vine attributes, 
in 
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im the teconomy of our falvation, and to reftore men td 
the image and favor of GOD, They are now admitted 
enlightened and purified fociety above: Where 
he immenfe volumes of the divine wifdom are laid open, 
and, by one glance of an , they difcover more - 
feiily the glorious and w: it works of GOD in hea- 
ven and earth, than the moft diligent inquirers can do 
here, in a thonfand years ftady, though they’ had the 
fagacity of Sclemon. By the light of plory, they fee the 
of GOD, and are fatisfied with bis ikenefs fuers 
* Iris 2 high honor to your that Mr. Boyle and Mr. 
Baxter thould by their will nominate you amongft 
their executors, Ir was the faying of a wife Roman, 
« Male divi Augutti judicium, quam beneficium: Y had ra~ 
* ther have the efteem of the emperor ugu/fus than his 
¢ gifts? For he was an underftanding prince, and his 
‘was very honorable to a perfon. hat two, who 
fo excelled in wifdom and Fopdnets, fhould commit to 
your troft the difpofal of their eftates, for the nfes of 
piety and charity, is a more noble teftimony of their 
efteem of Piaed pradence and inviolable integrity, than 
if they ha bequeathed to you rich legacies. 

« It ie a fattsfaction to me, that | have complied with 
‘Mr. Baxter’s deGire in Preaching bis funeral Sermon, and 
rh your’s in publifhing. I unfeignedly recommend 
rie, your excellent lady, and virtuous children, to 

divine mercies; and remain with great refpect, 

* Sir, 

« Your humble and faithful fervant, 

* William Bates? 
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ire. He was religioufly educated by his father, 

and, ving profited well at the grammar fohools, was fent 
early to Csfrd, and fettled a commoner in Univerfity- 
ro plied his ftudies hard, and excegded many of 

his contemporaries in univerfiey learning. ‘Seas 


M0 HN FLAVEL was bor in Wercefter- 
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Sooti after his commencing bachelor of arth, Mr. Hal= 
Plate, the minitter of Deford in the sounty of Devens 
‘was rendered incapable of performing hit office by reafon 
of his age and infirmity, and fent to Oxford for an affif~ 
ant 5 Mr. Flave, though but TopPes ‘was recommended 
to him as a perfon duly qualified, and was accordingly 
fettled there by the ftani committee of Devon, April 274 
Fa preach as a probationer and affiftant to Mre 

‘alplates 


Flavel, confidering the weight of his charge, a 
po et 0 ee ae ee eile aan ree? af 
gence; and being affiduous in reading, meditation and 
Prayer, he increafed in minifterial knowledge daily, fo 
that he attained to an bigh degree of eminency and repu- 
tation for his ufefal labors in the church, 

About fix months after his fertling at Depiford, he 
heard of an ordination to be at Salifbury, and therefore 
went thither with his teftimonials, and offered himfelf to 
he examined and ordained by the prefbytery there: They 
appointed him a text, upon which he preached tO their 
general fatisfaction ; and having afterwards examined hint 
as to his learning, &ft, they fet him apart to the work of 
the miniftry, with prayer and impofition of hands, on 
the 17th day of Oacber, 1650. 

Mr. Flavel, being thus ordained, returried 20 Depsfords 

orye 





and after Mr. Walplate’s death fucceeded in the re 
‘To avoid all incumbrances from the world, and ayoca~ 
tions from his ftudies and minifterial work, he chofe a 
perfon of worth and reputation in the parith (of whom 
he had a good affurance, that he would be fsithful ro him- 
felf, and kind to his parifhioners) and let him the whole 
tithes much below the real value, which was very well 
pleafing to his people. By this means he was the ter 
vble to deal with them in private; fince the hire of his 
labors was no way a hindrance to the feccefs of them. 
‘Whilft he was at Deptford he married one Mrs. Foar 
Randal, a pious fentlewoman, of « good family, who 
died in rravall of her firft child, wittoot | being delivered. 
lis year of monrniny ing expired, his acquaintance 
and intimate friends tied Bin to marry a fecond times 
wherein he was again very happy. Her name was Eliza- 
beth Morice. Some time after this fecond marriage, the 
people of Dartmouth (formerly under the charge of the 
reverend Mr. Aatheny Hartford, deceafed) ananimoufly 
chofe Mr. Flave! to fucceed him. ‘They urged him to 
secept their call, (z.) Becaufe there were exceptions mada 
on. IVs Ez i 
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again ali the other candidates, ‘bat init hinw 
being acceptable to the whole town, he 


GD Boose fketo be an infirament of healing’ the 
breaches among the good there. (3) Becanfe 


Dartmeuth, being a cont and populous town, re- 
quired an se and emipent igh ton bing top’ fo 
neceflary a2 country parifh, that might befided be more 
eafily {upplied with another paftor than Darterouth, ~ 
at which nrade them more preffing and earne& with 
Mr. Flavel, was this: At a provincial fynod in that 
county, ‘Mr, Flavel, though but a young man, was voted 
into the chair as moderator, where he opened the affem- 
bly with a moft devout and inent Prayer: He exa- 
mined the candidates who ves to their 
trials for the minift: Pith great earnings ftatedl the cafés 
and queftions oied to 
judgement j and in the whole demcand himfeif with that 
ravity, pisty, ferioufnefs, daring edency, 
fiat ail mainitiers, Me ey mired and loved 
im. The reveren ir. Hartfor. it cat 
Dartmouth, took particular notice of him, F sage ey time 
forward contraéted 2 ftriG& friendthip with him, and 
fpoke of him among the magiftrates and people of Dart- 
mouth, a2 an extraordinary perfon, who was like to be » 
light in the church. This, with their having fe~ 
veral times heard him preach, oceafioned their importu- 
nity with Mr. Flavef to come and be their minifter; upon 
which, having prayed over the matter, and fubmitted it 
to the decifion of his neighbouring minifters, he was pre- 
vailed upon to remove to Dartmouth, to his great lofs in 
temporals, the reGlory of Deptford being a much greater 


Mr. Fiavel being fettled at Dertmonth by the election 
of the people, and an order from Wueball by the com 
miffionets for robation of. pablic preachers, of the 19th 
Of December 1656, he was ii with Mr. Milena Gear, 
4 very worthy but fickly man. ‘The minifterial work was 
thos divided rixt them; Mr. Flavel was to preach on 
the Lerd’s day at Townflall, the mother charch, fland- 
ing tpon » without the town; and every fortnight 
in hie tars at the Weduefday’s lecture in Dartmouth, Here 

1D crowned his labors with many converfions. One 
of his judicioas hearers expreffed himfelf thus concerning 
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* dodtions, his convinei ts, bis clear and pow- 
- eefal denonftrations, Bis -fearching applications, 
and hia comfortable {upports to thofe thar were afflit 

ne coakiener In fhort, that perfon a have ax 

foft head, or 4 very hard heart, or both, tliat co: (4 

under his miniftry unaffected.’ e 

By his unwearied application to ftudy, he had acquired 
a great Gock both divine aud human Jearning. He 
‘waa mafter of the controverfies betwixt the Jews and 
Chriftiane, Papifts and Proteftants, Lutherans and Cal- 
vinifts, and betwixt the Orthodox and the Arminidns and 
Socinians: He was likewife well read in the controver- 
fies about church difcipline, infant baptifm, and antino- 
mianifm. He was well acquainted with the {chool divi- 
nity, and drew up a judicious and ingenious fcheme of 
‘ye ‘whole body of that theology in good Latin, which 

ie prefented to a fon of quality; but it was never 
printed, ee was fin larly well verfod and exaét in the 
orient fe le ove way of improving his 
knowledge, which is proper he young Vivines 3 
whatever remarkable pallage he heard in private confe- 
rence, if he was familiar with the relater, he would de- 
fire him to repeat it again, and infert it into his ddverfa- 
via: By thole suothode be seqatred a vaft ftock of pi 
materials for his popular fermons in the pulpit, and his 
more elaborate works for the prefs. 

He had an excellent gift of prayer, and wat never 
at a lofs in all his various ions for fuitable matter 
and words; and, which was the moft remarkabie of all, 
he always brought with him a broken heart and moving 
affe@tions; his tongue and fpitit were touched with a five 
coal from the altar, and be was evidently affifted by the 

Spitic of grace and fupplication iu that divine or- 
ce. Thofe, who lived in his family, fay, * That he 
“ was always full and copious in prayer, feemed con~ 
¢ ftantly to exceed himfelf, and rarely made ufe twice of 
* the fame’expreffions,’ 

‘When the a& of Soiforssity. turned him ont with the 
tefl} of his nonconformi » he did not thereupon 
juit his relation to his charch 3 he thought the fouls of 

is flock to be more precious than to be fo tamely = 
le&ted: He took all cppectnnitics of miniftring 
‘word and facraments to in priyate meetings, 
joined with other minifters in folemn days of fafting and 
umiliation, to pray that GOD would once more re- 
ftore the free Tmunifteation of te Goefpel: About four 
2 months 


Bol; 
ai 'y 
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monthi aftét that fatal Bertholomrw-day, his reverend col+ 
league Mr. sien Gear, died ; fo that the whole care of 
the flock devolved upon Mr. Fiavel, which, though a 
‘heavy ahd preffing burden, he undertook very chearfully. 

‘Upon the execution of the Oxford a&, which banifhed 
all nonconformift minifters five miles from towns 
which fent members to parliament, he was forced to 
leave Dartmouth, to the great forrow of his people, wha 
followed him out of town ; and at Yown/fail clmrch-yard 
they took fuch a mournfal farewel of one another, as 
the place might very well have been called Bechim, He 
removed to S/aptex, a parifh five miles from Dartmouth, 
or any other corporation, which put him out of the le- 

reach of his adverfaries. Here he met with Signal 
inftances of GOD"s fatherly care and protection, and 
preached twice every Lord’s day to fuch as durft adven- 
ture to hear him, which many of his own people and 
others did, notwithftanding the rigor and feverity of the 
a& againft conventicles, He many times Sigped pri~ 
vately into Dartmouth, where, by preaching and conver— 
fation, he edified his flock, to t refrefhment of 
his own foul and theirs, though with very much danger, 
hecanfe of his watchful’ adveriaries, who conftantly laid 
wait for him, fo that he could not make any long ftay ie 
the town, 

In thofe times Mr. Flavel, being at Exeter, was in- 
vited to preach by many good people of that city, who 
for fafety chofe a wood about three miles from the city 
to be the place of their aflembly, where they were broke 
up by their enemies by that time the fermon was well 
begun. Mr, Flavel, by the care of the people, made his 
efcape through the middle of his enraged enemies: And 
though many of his hearers were taken, carried before 
juftice Tuckfield, and fined3 yet the reft, being nothing 
difcou: i, re-aflembled, and carrying Mr. Flavel to 
another wood, he preached to them without any diftur- 
bance; and, after he had concluded, rode to a gentleman's 
hou! ¢ the wood, who, though an abfolate ftranger 
to Mr, Fiavel, entertained him with great civilit 
night, and the iiext day he returned to Exeter in fafety. 
Amongft thofe taken at this time, there was a tanner, 
who had a numerous family, andebut a fmall ftock; he 
was fined notwithftanding in forty pounds, ar which he 
was nothing difcouraged: bat told a friend, who atked 
him how he bore up under his lofé, ‘ That he took the 
« fpoiling of his goods joyfally, for the fake of oe 

- < Fefusy 


FLAVEL 33 


£ Defer, for whom his life and all that be had was too 
© Tittle.’ 

As foon as the nonconformifts had any refpite from 
their trouble, Mr. Flavel laid hold of the opportunity, 
and returned to Dartmouth, where, during the frit in- 
dulgence granted by K. Charles II. he kept open doors, 

preached frecly to all that would come and hear 
him ; and when that liberty was revoked, he made it his 
bufinefs, notwithftanding, to preach in feafon and out of 
feafon, and feldom miffed an opportunity of preaching 
on the Lord’a day, ring this time, GOD was pleafe 
to deprive him of his fecond wife, which was a great 
affiGtion, the having been a help meet for him; and fuch 
an one he ftood much in of, being a man of an 
ingrm and weak conftitution, who labored under many 
infirmities. In convenient time he married a wife, 
infirmiti i rf ‘ime he ied a chird wife, 
‘Mra. 4an Downe, daughter of Mr. Thamas Downe, mi~ 
nifter at Exeter, who lived wi im very hap; eleven 
ifter at E. ‘ho lived with hi 'y happily elev 
years, and left him two fons. 

The perfecution againkt the nonconformifts being re+ 
mewed, Mr. Flavel found it unfafe to ftay at Dartmoxth, 
and therefore refolved to go to Eendon, where he hoped 
to be in lefs d: r, and to have more liberty to exercife 
his funétion, ‘The night before he embarked for that 
end, he had the following. premonition by a dream: He 
thought he was on board fhip, and that a ftorm arofe 
which exccedingly terrified the paffengers ; during their 
conftetnation, t! fat writing at the table a perfon of 
admirable fagacity and gravity, who had a child in a 
cradle by him, that was very: froward; he thought he 
faw the father take up a little whip, and give the child a 
lath, faying, ‘ Child be quiet, I will difciptine, but not 
* hart thee.’ Upon this Mr. Fiavel aw: |» and mufing 
on his dream, he concluded that he fhould meet wit 
fome trouble in his paffage. His friends, being at dinner 
with him, gffured him of a pieafant paffage, becaufe tha 
wind and weather wero very fair: 1. Flavel replied, 
s« That he was not of their mind, but expected much 
*€ trouble becaufe of his dream ;” addjng, ** that when 
<¢ he had fuch reprefentations made to him in his fleep, 
& they feldom or never failed.” ; 

Accordingly, when they were advanced within five 
Teagues of sland: in theit voyage, Gey vere overtaken 
by a dreadful tempeft, infomuch that, ixt one and- 
two in the morning, the mafter and feamen concluded,. 
that unlefs GOD changed the wind, there was na hapa: 

3 


4m upon them, aa if they wou! 
have dro them in the very cabin. Mr. in 
this di took hold of the two pillars of the cabin bed, 
and ing upon GOD, mercy for himfelf and 
rhe reft in the fhip. ‘other arguments in prayer, 
made ufe of thig, that if he and his company peri! 
in that ftorm, the name of GOD would be blafp! 3 
the enemies of religion would fay, that though he efcaped 
heir hands on fhore, yet divine vengeance had overtaken 
hhim qt fea, In the midft of prayer his faith and hope 
were raifed, inforauch that he ex; @ gracious an- 
fwer; fo that, committing himfelf and his companions 
to tho mercy of GOD, he concluded the duty. No 
Jooner was prayer ended, but one came down from the 
deck, fing, ¢ Deliverance! Deliverance! GOD is a 
* GO ‘ing prayer! In & moment the wind is become 
« fair weft And {0 failing before it, they were brought 
fafely to London. Mr. ‘Flavel found many of his old 
friends theres =e eon rif Ho new ones, with 
gbupdance of work, and extraordi encour: it inf 
it, During hie ftay jn Lexdon, he Tearried fe fourth 
wife, a widow gentlewoman (daughter to Mr. George 
Fetreriess formerly minifter of 's Bridge} who far~ 
¥ im. 4 
‘Mr. Flavel, while he in London, narrowly efca 
being taken, with the Tevereod Mr. Feakins,) at a 
Fox's in Afcorfields, where they were keeping a day of 
failing and prayer. He was fo near, that he the 
infolence of the officers and foldiers to Mr. Fentins when 
they had taken hint; and obferved it in his diary, that 
Mk. Jenkins might have efcaped as well ag bi: had it 
not been for a piece of vanity in a lady, whofe train 
hindered his going down fair, Mr. Senbine out of bis 
too t civility having let her pafs im. os 
1. Flavel, after this, returned to Dartmexth, where 
with bis family, and dear he bleffed GOD for 
his mercies towards him. He was, in a little time after, 
confined clofe prifoner to his houfe, where many of his 
flock ftole in over-night, or betimes on the Lord’s day 
, in 


ane. 
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frond the Sabb in bation: prapings toning of pikes 
2nd holy difeourfes. i Earl 


ple gave Mr. Fievel a call to the oral office ami 
«communicated unto hie flock, and kept s 
day of prayer with them, to beg direction from GOD 
in thia imy 3) he was gracioufly pleafed to 
anfwer them, by fixing Mr. Flavel’s refol to fay 
with bis & y atguments wore 
made ufe of to perfuade him to come to 1p By 
that, fince ‘was turned out by the a of uni 


But none of thofe things coald prevail with him to leave 


his people at at Dartmouth. 
In 1687, when it pleafed GOD fo to over-rule affairs, 
on K. Feats Il, thought it his intereft to to difpenfe witl 
laws them, Mr. Flevel, who had for- 
been «i to a Coser, fhone brighety, as 
Sain peed pte an Bit —— CoB 
2 Place Bion ot i wl 
frig nolan the coaridiea ¢ eed te 
by bis fermone on ‘Rev, iis a0, T fe at the 
door and knock. ‘This icourege him o pring thofe fer- 
mons, under do good tithe of Bag land's Duty, tse5 hoping 
shat shay mig as well as in his own con~ 
—_ tad made a vow to the Lord ander hia 
fie if be fhould be once more entrufted 
Yiberty, he would improve ir to the sdvan- 
tage of the gofj ofj ghis be performed im s moft conielen 








tious rod ey twice every Lord’s day; and 
Trail in which be went over moft 

of the third cha Jobe thewing the 

ble necefi of segroerationy preached likewife 


every Ther; eeists the (actament, snd then afer xa: 
munztion itted communicants. Fie kad no. silanes 
on facrament days, fo that he was man: 
{pent before he diftributed the elements. hen the du- 
$7 of the day was over, be wosld of fom eke 


would be early’ a ly op Soe Se 
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hieafelf very little recreation, accounting time a precioug 
jewel, that ought to be improved at any rate. 
°" He was not only a zealous preacher in she palpie, ba 
® fincere. chriftian, in his clofet, frequent ps exami~ 
nation, as well as in preffing it upon others; being afraid, 
Jeft while he reached to others, he himicif dheaid be 4 
caft-away. ‘o prove this, I fhall tranfcribe what foly 
fows from his own diary. * 

«§ x. To make fure of eternal lif, -faid he, is thegreat 
*¢ bufinofs which the fons of death have to do in this world, 
#§ Whether a man confider the immortality af his own 


#5 fweemmefs of peace of confcience, or the mit of being 
46 fabjec& to the errors thereof: All thefe opt poole 2 
$* a folemnity, a glory upon this work, But, Oh! the 
€6 difficulties and dangers attending it! How many, and 
5 how great are thefe >. ‘What judgement, faithfulnefe, 
“© refolution, and watchfulnefs, doth it require? Such ig 
Fes ae i Seiea oles aii of oof 
46 hearts, and fuch ¢ i icy, an igence oj 
‘§ fatan, to manage and im re it, hae he who Stempts 
%¢ this work had need both ta watch his feafons for it, 
4€ and frequently look up to GOD for his guidance and 
€€ illumination, and to {pend many fad and ferious thoughts 
{¢ before he adventure upon a determination and conclu- 
€! fion of the ftate of his foul. 

« To the end, therefore, that this moft important 
6 work may not mifcarry in my hands, I have collected 
¢ with all the care I can, tha beft and foundeft chaz 
4 ragtere I can find in the writings of our modern divines, 
€¢ taken aut of the feripture, and by their labors illufy 
‘ trated and prepared for ufe, that I might’ make a 
€¢ right application of them. - 

<1. I have earnaftly befonght the Lord for the affif- 
4 tance of his Spirit, which can only manifefk my own 
5 heart unto me, and fhew me the true ftate thereof, 
¢ which is that thing my foul doth moft earneftiy de- 
* fire toknow: And I the Lord will anfwer my 
* defire therein, according ta his promifes, Lake xi. 33 
t* Fobn xiv. 26. el * 
~ § 2. Ihave endeavored ta caft out and lay afide felf: 
1° love, left, my heart being therewith, my 
© jud, tt fhould be and become partial in 
es paling fentence on my eftate. Ihave, in fome mear 

.ff.dure, brought my heart tq ha willing to judge mod soa 
“¢ dema 
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#5 demn myfelf for an hypocrite, if fuch I ihall be found 
© owtrial, as to approve myfelf for fincere and upright = 
¥© Yea, [ would have it fo far from being grievous tome 
«© fa to do, that if I have been all this while miftaken and 
© deceived, I fhall rejoice and blefs the Lord with my 
*¢ foul, that now at laft it ag appraised tome, and 
«¢ T may be fet ight, though I lay the foundation new 
€ again. ‘This I have labored to bring my heart to, 
«* knowing that thoufands bave dathed and {plit to pieces 
<€ upon this rock. And indeed he that will own the 
Pe soe of a judge, muft put off the perfon of a 
“© friend. 


*¢ 3, It hath been my endeavor to keep upon my heart a 
<* deep fenfe of that great judgement-day ot this 
“¢ work; as: knowing by experience what a potent in- 
#¢ fluence this hath on the confcience, to make it delibe- 
** rate, ferious and faithfal in its work; and therefore E 
© have demanded of my own confcience, before the re- 
«¢ folution ‘of each queftion. O my confcionce, deal 
«* faithfully with me in this particular, and fay no more 
* to me than thou wilt own and ftand to in the great 
« day, when the counfels of all hearts fhall be made 
*¢ manifeft. = i el 

<¢ 4. Having ferioufiy weighed each mark, and cars 
*€ Gidered wherein the wei and fubftance of it lieth, I 
4° have gone ta the Li in prayer for ‘his affiftance, 
«6 cre I have drawn up the anfwer of my confcience ; 
<< and as my heart hath been perfuaded therein, fo have 
«¢ I determined and refolved ; what hath been clear to my 
*¢ experience, I have fo fet down; and what hath beea 
« dubious, I have here left it fo. 

«6 5. Ihave made choice of the fitteft feafons I had 
«6 for this work, and fet to it when I have found my 
‘© heart in the moft quiet and ferious frame. For as he 
¢* that will fee his face in a glafs, muft be fixt, not in 
#¢ motion, or in the water, muft make no commotion 
6 in it fo it is in this cafe. 

« Latly, To the end I may be fuccefsful in this 
¢* work, 1 have labored all along carefully to diftin~ 
ac Sih bere fach fess as are aes of oe 
s¢ ing, fuch as are is of humiliations 
ss knowing that not every Ui is a und of doubt~ 
“* ing, though all, even the fmalleft infirmities, ad- 
« minifter matter of humiliation: And thus Ihave 
§* defired to enterprize this great bufincls. O Lord, 
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** affift thy fervant, that he may not miftake here 
“* in; but if hia confcience do now condemn him, he 


s, printed 
with the conyerfion of poor finners, a work 
which his heart was much fet upon. It pleafed GOD ta 
an(wer him by many inftances, of which the two that 
follow deferve peculiar notice. 


In 1673, there came into Dartssouth port a fhip of Peet, 
Snher return from Virginia; the furgeon of this ship, 
e@ fufty young man of rwenty-three years of age, fell into 4 
@eep melancholy, which the devil improved to make hit 
murder himfele ‘This he attempted on the Lord’s day 
early in the moming, when he was in bod with his 
Drother ; he firft cut Eis own thioat vith a xo Natt 
prepared on purpofe, and leaping out the rai 
it into his ftomach, and fo lay wallowing in bis own 
Blood, til his brother awaked and cried help, A 
phyfician and fargeon were t, whe concluded the 
wound in his throat mortal: They fitched it up how- 
Ever, and applied a plaitter, but without hopes of carey 
fecaufe he already breathed through the wound, 

his voice was become inarticulate, ir. Flavel came ta 
‘vit him in this condition, and, apprehending him to be 
within a few minutes of eternity, labored ta prepa 
him for it; he afked him his own apprehenfions his 
gondition, and the young man anfwer « That be hoped 
© in GOD for eternal life.” Mr. Flavel replied, “ That ba, 
«« feared his hopes were ill-grounded ; the fcripture tells 
sus, that No murderer bath eternal life abiding im bim 
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of Self murder was the grofieft of all murder, f9.” Mr, 
Flave infifted fo much upon the vations of the crime, 
that the young man’s confcience to fail, his heart 
began to melt, and then he broke ont intp tears, bewail- 
jog bis fin and mifery, and afked Mr. Flavel, ¢ If there 


cc BENE IS the any hope for him he cald him a bee 
« might?” sty altogether Bypass org wi 
the car of faith mating repentance, he pode 


him. ‘The poor man facked in this “toe 
prayed with great yvehemence to GOD eral be Cone 
work them on his foul, and intreated Mr. Flavus to 
pray wit with bhi and for him, that he might be, though late, 
Penitent, and found believer. Mr. Flewl 


paral sora accordingly, and it GOD ex- 
ly to melt the man’s during the 
performance of that dury. le was very loth wo, pate 


with Me Flavel, bot che duty of the diy day ob! 

to be gone; in a few words he fommed up he 

fela that he thought moft neceffary, and fo took his fare fare 
yel of him, never expecting to fee him any more in this 


orld, But it pleated is to order it gtherwiles | the 
ng Foan conti ive, to all expectati 
Fanted carnefily after the Lord ‘ejks, snd no difeou e 
was Tie rame Mr aim, but that Se and faith, 
ir. 


Flavel found him in evening 5 he as 
greatly when he faw him come again, intreated 
pe to continue his difcourfe upon this ful tf and told 
him, ¢ Sir, the Lord hath given me Tepesvance for this, 
and for all my other fins; I fee the evil of them now, 
fo as I never faw them before! O I loath myfelf? 
I do alfo believe, Lord, help my unbelief! I am heartily 
willing to take Cérj@ upon his own terms; but one 
bere troubles me, I doubt this bloody fin will not be 
ed. Will Fefus Chriff, faid be. be, appl his blood. 
fo me, that have my_ own blood ic. Flavel 
told him, .‘* That the Lord Pele ar wh had thed his blood 
«© for them that with wicked had fhed his own 
«« blood, which was a greater fin than the fhedding of 
** his ;” to which the wounded man replied, «I Si 
caft my felt nm bes let him do what he will.’ In 

this © ion Mr. Flavel left him that night. 
Next morning Bie ouade were to be opened, and the 
fargeon’s opinion was, that he would immediately cx- 
pire: Mr. Flevel was again requefted to give him a vifit, 
which he did, found him in a very fertous frame, and 
rayed with him. The wound in his flomach was after- 
Trans opened, when the ventricle was fo fwola, thee 
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it came out_at the orifice of the wound, and lay like 

a livid difcoloured tripe upon his body, and was alfo 

«cut through; every one thought it impoffible for him 

ta live; however fui enlarged the orifice of the 

wound, fomented it, wrought the ventricle again 

into his body, and, ftitching up the wound, left his 
ent to the difpofal of prov: te 

Te pleafed GOD thar he was cured of thefe dan; s 
wounds in his body; aud, upon falid grounds of a ra- 
tional charity, there was reafon to believe thar he was 
alfo cured of that more dangerous wound which fin had 
made on his foul. Mr. Flavei fpent many hours with 
him during the time of his il 33 and when the fur- 

returned to Pool, after his recovery, Mr. Samuel 
Bordy, that worthy minifter there, thanked Mr. Flevel, in 
a letter, for the great pains he had taken with that young 
man, and congratulated his faccefs, afuring him, that 
if ever a great and thorough work was wrought, it was 
‘wapon that man, 

‘The fecond inftance is this: Mr. Fiavel being in Lon~ 
don in_ 1673, his ald bookfeller Mr. Boxlter, gave hine 
this following relation, vix. ‘ That fome time bew 
© fore, there came into his fhop 2 fparkifh gentleman 
* to enquire for fome play books; Mr. Boxéter told him 
© he none, but fhewed him Mr, Fiavel’s little treatifa 
¢ of «6 Keoping the Heart,” intreated him to read it, 
* and affured him it would do him mora good than 
* play books,’ The gentleman read the title, and glanci 
upon feveral pages bere and there, broke out into the 
and fuch other expreffions, ‘ What a damnable fanatic 
€ wat he who made this book?” Mr. Boulter begged of 
him to buy and read it, and told him ¢ he had no caufe 
€ to cenfure it fo bitterly ;’ at laft he bought it, but told 
him ‘ be would not read it.” ¢ What will you do with 
“it then, faid Mr, Bowler ?’ <1 will tear and burn 
% it, faid he, and fend it to the devil.” Mr. Bositer 
told him, ¢ then he fhould not have it.” Upon this 
the gentleman promifed to read it; and Mr. Boulter told 
him, ‘ If he difliked it upon reading, he would return 
* him his money.’ About a mor after, the gentle+ 
man came to the fhop again in a yery modeft habit, 
and, with a ferious countenauce, befpeake Mr. Boulter 
thus: * Sir, 1 moft heatily thank you for putting thiq 
* book into my hands; I blefs GOD that moyod you ta 
* do it, it hath faved my foul ; blefled be GOD that ever 
© T came inte your fhop.’ And then be bougly a hun- 
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red more of thofe books of him, told him ¢ he would 
© give them to the poor who could not buy them,’ anf 
fo left him, praifing and admiring the dnefs of GOD. 
‘Thus it pleafed GOD to bleft the fermons, difcourfes 
and writings of Mr. Flavel. 

He never delighted in controverfies, but was obliged, 
contrary to his inclinations, to write againft Mr. Cary, 
the principal baptift in Dartmonth, with whom however 
he maintained a friendly and chriftian correfpondence. 
‘When he wrote his <€ Plonclogia, ‘or, Blow at the Root,” 
he declared to his friends, that though thofe ftudies were 
very neceffary, he took no pleafare in them, but had 
rather he employed in praétical divinity. When he 
compofed his ‘ Keafonablenefs of perfonal Reformation.” 
he told an intimate acquaintance of his, «* That he fel- 
«« dom had a vain thought to interrapt him, which made 
“ hum Kope it would do the more good in the world, 
He purpofed to have enlarged his book of ‘* Sacra- 
*< mental Meditations,” and had moft judictonfly fated 
and handled feveral cafes of confcience on that occafion, 
which he defigned to have inferted in the next editions 
but lived not to finifh them for the prefs. 

Many tines, when he preached abroad, he has had 
letters fent bim from unknown perfons, informing him 
how GOD had bleffed his miniftry to their fouls, and 
converted them from being bitter enemies to religion. 
‘This encouraged him when he rode abroad, not only 
to accept of invitations to greach, but many times to 
offer his labors unto thofe that would be pleated to hear 
him; though for this he had no occafion where he was 
known, the people being ly importunate with hima 
One day after a long and hard journey, an intimate friend 
of his, out of a tender regard tq him, preffed him with 
cogent arguments to forbear preaching at that feafon, 
but could not prevail with him; his bowels of com- 
paffion to needy and perifhing fouls made him overlook 
all confiderations of himfelf: He preached an excellent 
fermon, by which there was one converted, as he de- 
clared himfelf afterwards upon his admiffion to tho 
Lord’s table. 

‘The laft fermon that he preached to his people at 
Dartmouth, was on a public day of fafting and humilia- 
tion; in the clofe of which he was enlarged in fuch an 
extraordinary a manner, when offering up praifes to 
GOD for mercies received, that he feemed to be in an 
extafy. ‘This happened about a week before his death, 
and may be juftly accounted a foretafte of thofe heavenly 

raprures 








64 FLAVETL 
raptares that he now enjoys amongft the Bleffed fpirit# 
above. 

“The laft fermon he preached wag on the 21ft of Fans 
3691, at Afbburton, from 1 Cor. x. 12, Wherefore ict him 
that fandeth, take beed left be fall. Vt was a very pa- 
thetic and excelient difcourfe, tending to awaken care- 
Jefe profeffors, and to ftir them up to be folicitous about 
their fouls, After having preached this fermon, he went 
to Exeter; and at Top/Aam, within three miles of that. 
city, he prefided as moderator in an affembly of the 
nonconformif minifters of Dever/bire, who unanimoully 
voted him into the chair: The occafion of their meeting 
was about an union betwixt the prefbyterians and in- 
dependents, which Mr. Flavel was very zealous to pro- 
mote, and brought to fo an iffue in thofe parts, 
that the miniiters dec! their fatisfaction with the 
heads of agreement concluded on by the Londen mi- 
niffere of thole denominations. Mr. Flevel clofed the 
work of the day with prayer and praifes, in which his 
fpirit was carried ont with wonderful enlargement and 

tion. 

He wrote a letter to an eminent minifter in London, 
with an account of their proceedings, that fame da) 
that he died; providence ordering it fo, that he shoul 
finith that good work his heart was fo intent upon, before 
he finithed bis courfe. 

‘The manner of his death was fudden and furprifing : 
His friends thought him as well that day in the evening 
of which he died, 2: he had been for many years: To- 
wards the end of fupper he complained of a deadnefs 
in one of his hands, that he could not lift it up to his 
head. This ftrock his wife and his friends about him 
into an aftonifhment ; they ufed fome means to recover 
it to its former ftrength, but inftead thereof, to their 
gst get the diftemper feized upon all one fide of 

is body. ‘They put him to bed with all {peed, and 
fent for phyficians, but to no purpofe; his diftemper 
prevailed upon him ‘fo faft, that in a fhort time it made 
him fpeechlefs. He was fenfible of his approachin; 
death ; and when they carried him up ft: 
his opinion ** That it would be the laft time ;” but added, 
<¢ Fknow that it will be well with me 3” which were fome 
of his lat words, Thus died this holy man of GOD 
faddenly, and without ls net giving fo much as one 
groan. _He exchanged this life for a better, on the 26th 

ry Of Funes 1697, im the 64th year of his age. ae 
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His corpfe was carried from Exeter to Dartmouth, ar~ 
tended by feveral minifters, and 2 great many other per= 
fons of good quality; abundance pf people rode out fom 
Dartmouth, Toone Newton, Afbburton, and other places, 
to meet the corpie; when it was taken out of the hearfe 
at the water-fide, his people and other friends could not 
forbear exprefiing the fenfe of their great lofa, by foods 
of rears, and a bitter lamentation. It was interred the 
fame night in Dartmouth church, and next day Mr. George 
Zrofz, a minifter of Exeter, preached his funeral fermon 
from Eli/ba’s lamentation upon the tranflation of Edijahy 
a Kings il, 12. Ady father, my father, the charict of Uraet, 
and the borfemen thereof. 

We fhall conclude with a charaGter of Mr. Flazel. 
He w: man of a middle ftature, and fall of life and 
adiivity: He was very I, and, when not dif- 
courfing or reading, much en up in meditation, which 
tmade him digeft his notions well. ye was ready to learn 
from every body, and as free to communicate what he 
knew. He was bountifal to his own relations, and very, 
charitable to the poor, buat efpecially to the houfhold of 
faith, and the neceffitous members of his own church, 
to whom, during their ficknefs, he always fent fuitable 
fupplies. He freely taught academical learning to four 
young men, whom he bred to the miniftry, and one of 
them he maintained all the while at his own charge. Heo 
was exceedingly atfectionate to all the people of Dart- 
mouth, of which we fhall give one remarkable inftance : 

our fleet was firft engaged with the French, he 
called his people together to a folemn faft, and, like a 
man in an agony, wreftled with GOD in prayer for the 
church and nation, and particularly for the poor feamen 
of Dartmouth, that they might obtain mercy; the Lord 
heard and an{wered him, for not one of that town wag 
killed in the fight, thongh many of them were in the 
engagement. 

As he was‘z faithful ambaffador to his Mafter, he made 
his example the rule of his own praiice, and was fo far 
from reviling again thofe that reviled him, that he prayed 
for thofe that defpitefully ufed him; one remarkable in- 
Rance of which is as follows: In 1685, fome of the peo~ 
ple of Dartmeuth, accompanied too by fome of the magif- 
trates, made up his effigy, carried it through the ftreets 
in derifion, with the covenant and bill of exclufion pin- 
med to it, and fet it upon a bonfire, and burnt it; fome’ 
of the fpectators were fo much affected with the reproach 
and ignominy done to this reverend and pious minitiery 
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what wept, and others {coffed and jeered. te wat 
ebiervable, that at the very fame time, though he knew: 
mothing of the matter, he was ing coals of fire of 
another nature upon the heads of thefe enemies; for he 
‘was then praying for the town of Dartmouth, its magif- 
trates and inhabitants: And when news was brought him, 
upon the conclufion of his prayer, what they beert 
doing, he lift up his prayer unto GOD for them in our 
Saviour’s words, ‘¢ Father, forgive them, for they know not 
* what they do.” 

His Works: I. Usevpatoasne, of a Treatife of the Soul 
of Man. HH, The Fountain of Life, in forty-two Ser- 
mons. 11]. ‘he Method of Grace, in thirty-five Ser- 

In both Volumes the Sermons are on various 

-] IV: England's Duty, in cleven Sermons, on 
Rev. . 20. WV. A Token for Mourners. VI. Huf- 
Bbandry fpiritualized. 11. Navigation fpiritualized. 
‘VIII. Repentance enforced by Arguments m Reafow 
only. TX. Several other fieces, collected Gnce ‘his 
Death, are printed in two Volumes, fol. with his Life pre- 
fixed.’ They may alfo be had in eight Volumes, Suv. 





JOHN CONANT, D.D. 


upon the 18th of Géteber, in the year 1608, at 

mnton in Devonfoire. He was defes from a very 

od family, of a competent fortune, that had fourifsed 
for many years in that county, but was originally Frenchs 
He was educated in claffical learning at private fchools 
under the infpection of his uncle, the reverend Joba 
Ce i and in the Pla 1626, entered by him of Exeter- 
lege in Oxford, of which he had been himfelf nine years 

a fellow. He fiudied there with vigor and application, 
and {oon diftinguifhed himfelf for uncommon parts and 
learning. He was very remarkable for the purity and 
erfpicuity of his Latin ftyle; and of the Greck he was 
fo perfect _a mafter, as often to difpute publicly in that 
language in the fchools; which extraordinary accom- 
plithments recommended ‘him highly to Dr. Yebn Pri- 
“deaux, then rector of Exeter-College, and the king’s pre. 


TT S learned and eminent Engh/b Divine, was boin 
‘eater 
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feffor in divinity, who, acco: to the fathion oF wit 
In thofe times, ufed ro fa him, ‘ Conanti nibit 
* difficile? which, in one fenfe, implies, to him who en- 
deavors, every thing is eafy; and in another, there is 
nothing difficult to Cenant. And he faid of him, * Fack 
© Conant will huve my place;? both which eminent places 
that Dr. Prideaxx then enj 5 Were, in procefs of time, 
conferred on Dr. Conant. took his dey larly 5 
and, upon the third of uly 1633, wee chofen fellow of 
his college, in which he an eminent tutor. , 

Upon the breaking out of the ciyll war, he judged ir 
convenient to leave the univerfity; and he did fo in the 
feat 1642, He retired firlt to Lymington, his uncle's 

living in Somerfet/oire; where, his uncle being fled, and 
he in orders, he officiated as fong as he could continue 
there with fafety. While he was at Lymington, he was 
conftituted by the parliament one of the affembly of di- 
vines; but it is faid, that he never fat among them, or 
at leaft very feldem, fince it is certain, that he never 
took the covenant. He cfte:wards followed his uncle 
to London; and then became a domeftic chaplain to the 
the Jord Chandos, in whofe family he lived at flereficld, 
near Uxbridge. He is faid to have fought this fituation, 
for the fake of keeping himfelf as clear from all engage~ 
ments and ferapes, as the nature and fickle tondition of 
thofe times would permit. Upon the fame motive, he 
refigned his fellowfhip of Exeter-College, on the 27th of 
September 16473 but, upon the 7th of June 1649, was 
unanimanfly chofen retor of it by the fellows, without 
application of his own. 

1 a very fhort time however, after being thus fet- 
tied, he was in great danger of being driven out of ail 
public employment again; and this by the parliament's 
Sajoining what was was called the kr ere which he 
did not take within the time prefcribed.. He had a fort- 
night given him to confider further of it; at the end of 
which he fabmitted, but under a declaration, fubfcribed 





at the fame time with the en; ent, which in fac 
enervated that inftrument entirely. The terms of the 
eng ent were: You fhalt promife to be true and 


* faithful to the commonwealth of England, as it,is now 
* eftabliftled without king or houfe of lords.’ Dr. Co- 
mant’s declaration before the commiffioners, when he took 
the engagement, was in this form and manner. ‘¢ Bi 
<* required to fubfcribe, I humbly premife, Firft, 
© Ibe not hereby underftood to approve of what hath 
Vor IV: F been 
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S¢ been done in order unto, or under this prefent_gd- 
«¢ yvernment, or the government itfelf: Nor will I be 
s* thought to condemn it, they being thi above m 
t« seach and I not knowing the grounds of the proceed” 
«* ings. Secondly, That Ido not bind myfelf to do an 
«< thing contrary tothe word of GOD. Thirdly, That 
*¢ do not fo herel Y Dind a: felf; but that, if D fhall 
*€ remarkably call me to Jabmit to any other power, I 
“© may be at liberty to that call, notwithftandin; 
<¢ the prefent engagement. Fourthly, In this fenfe, an 
«¢ in this fenfe only, I do promife to be true and faithful to 
“© the prefent government, as it is now eftablifhed without 
© king or houfe of Jords.” 
This difficulty being got over, he went on to difcharge 
his office of rector of Exeter-College with great approba~ 
tion; and, in December 1654, became divinity profeffor of 
the univerfity of Oxford. “ 1n the year 1657, he accepted 
the impropriate r ny of Abergeley near St. djaph in 
Dienbdighfbire, as fome fatisfaGiion for the benefices, for- 
snerly annexed to the divinity chair, which he never en~ 
joyed; but knowing it to have belonged to the bifhopric 
oF Ste Aleph, he imamediately quitted it, spon the, re- 
eftablithment of epifcopacy. ‘On the 19th of Ogtober 1657, 
he was admitted vice-chancellor of the univerfity; which 
high dignity he held till the xft of Auguft 1660." During 
his office, he was very inftrumental in Procaring Mr, 
Seclden's large and valuable colleétion of books for the 
public library; and had a great hand in defeating a de- 
fign, to which the protector Oliver gave his confent, of 
ercéting a hind of univerfity at Durham. 

Upon the reftoration of K. Charies If. Dr. Conant, as 
vice-chancellor of Oxford, came up to London, attended 
by the proétors, and many of the principals; and was in- 
troduced to the king, to whom he made a Latin {peech, 
and prefented a book of verfes, written by the members 
of the univerfity. On the 2sth of March 1661, the 
king iffued a commiffion for the review of the book of 
common prayer, in which Dr. Conant was one of the 
commiffioners, and affifted at the Savey conferences. 
But after this, upon the paffing of the a& of uniformity, 
.mot thinking it right to conform, he fuffered himfelf to be 
deprived of his preferments, and accordingly bis re&ory 
of Exeter-College was pronounced vacant, upon the aft of 
September 1662. 

‘At length, after eight years ferious deliberation upon 

the nature and lawfalnefs of conformity, his confcience 
was 
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‘Was fatisfied*, and he refolved tu comply in all Fart and 
in particular with that which had prol ably dtuck moft 
with him, the being re-ordained. Accordingly he was 
fo, upon the 28th of September 1670, by Dr. Reynolds, 
bifhop of Norwich ; whofe er he married in 4u~ 
bad 1651, by whom he had fix fons and as many daughtersa 
referments were offered him immediately, and on the 
38th of December, the fame year, he was cletted minifier 
of St. Mary didermanbury, in London; but having {pent 
fome years in the town of Northampton, where fe ‘was 
much Teloved, he chofe rather to accept the invitation of 
his neighbors to remain among them; and Dr. Simon 
Ford, who was then minifter of 4//-Saints, going to St. 
Mary's didermanbury, he was nominated to fuccced him at 
Northampton. It is remarkable, that on the 20th of Sep- 
tember, 1676, he bad the mortification to fee the greateft 
part of his parith, together with his church, burnt to 
the ground, though providentially his own houfe efcaped. 
In the year 1676, the archdeacoury of Norwich be- 
coming vacant by the death of Mr. Fobm Reynolds, his 
Fa brother= 


© We have a very curious, as well as circum@antial account of his 
behavior upon this orcafou, and of the methods he took to refolve 
his own cafe of confcience, whether he ought to conform or not, in 
his fon’s memoirs. - 
© He applied himfelf very clofcly, for fome time, to the ftudy of the 
controver(es relating to conformity. He had deliberately weighed and 
confidered the whole compais of thefe difputes, and made himfelt 
tmafter of every tun in them. He had not only examined what had 
been objefled to the fevesal offices of the limgy, it's dovologies 
and refpoofuls, it’s rubrice and kalendar, avd thoroughly confi 
all the phrags and modes of expiefiion in each fervice, but like- 
wile compaied it with ancient liturgies, 23 well as with the holy 



















feriptures, dodtrines of the apoitlce, snd later rituals and offices, 
‘This appears from his papers ia my hand:, running over many of 
the in the book! of Common Prayr? that have been objetted 


to, and giving fuch orthodox fenfes of thcm, as he concludes wee 

bla to the judgment of the firft right 1everend and pious 

compilers of them. And, I pesfusde myflf, were they peifett, 

they might reconcile the mott lous to join in thofe excellent 

forme of prayer." He odde cfterwards, © Dr. Goranrs conformity 
furprizin; 








could not to an} one that confiders, that his prejudices 
wore never many, and thof not Rroag or vielest, chougit his de« 
terminations were flow and advifed. One would rather wonder, 
that he did not conform much fooner than he did, Gnce it is certain, 


that his temper was never fowered by the lofs of his college ; that 
he had an awfal regard for the commands of authority in things in— 
different; that he confantly blamed thofe who held their aflemblies 
at hours ‘that interfered with the public wouhhip of GOD, in afs 
front to the civil fan@tions of the laws, to good order ad parochial 
communion; that ke was fo far from being ambitious of a feparste 
congregation, or covetous of their contributions, that be had ina 
duftrioudly kept out of the way of both.” 
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brothet-isi-law, the bifhop offered him that preferment, 
with this fingulat compliment, * I do not expect thanks 
© frodt yb, bat I will be very thankful to yon if you 
« will accept of it :* He accepted it after fome delibera- 
tion, and difeharged the office worthily, as long as héalth 


permitted him*. 
Upon the ga of December 1681, he was ihftalled ¢ pre- 
bendary in church of Weresfier. ‘The earl of Radsor, 
an iend and contemporary of hit at Esueter-Colleges 
eae it for him from K. Charlit i: onthe serail «Sir, 
* Fcome to a perferment ra vel fervin, 
* perfon, Sao eetee fought any thing for Taicatelé,” and: 
‘upon 





time, and wae not only reforted to by fome who lived at a great diftance, 
ue his advice was likewife atked, by letters, even from foreigners. As 
a part of his time, {> the thort fpaces, that he 
ions whic are abfolutely neceNary for the relief 
dedicated to things that would have hardly 
ing fse remarbable pce, of hiderd, end ttourkng opow it to 
> oni it to 

bis children, er explaining to thems fome potat ia. Maran Philos 
that they might have juft notions of the wildom of Providence, asd an 
early imprefiion of the reveretite due to it’s divine Author; were his only 
diverfiots: ‘Yer, with ali this firiGnefs of manners, he had nothing 





atural Gweetnefs of temper, 
due to evea the meaneft in bis perith. as ins bean before 
hinted, had iefe relation to his circamtta 
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upon naming him, the king kindly confented. In 
the year 1686, after his eyes had been for {ome time weak, 
he loft his fight enti but he did not die till the 12th 
of March 1093, when he was in the eighty-fixth year of 
his age. He was buried in his own parifh ¢hurch of Jfi- 
Saints in Northampton, where a monument was cregted. 
over him by his widow with a fuitable infeription. 

He was a Man of very folid and extenfive learning 5 
yet fo yery modeit, it ig aid, that though he underftood 








moft of the orjental la and was particularly verfed 
in the Syriac, yet few knew it. There have been 
publithe i 


Gx volumes of his fermons; The Arf in 1693, 
and dedicated by himnfelf to the inhabitants of Nertbamptons 
the fecond x his death, in 1 Fabs bithop 
Chichefler ; the third in 1698; the Yourth im 1703; the 
&fth in 1708, by the fame editor; the fixth in 1722, Py 
Digby Cores, M.A. pringipsl of Magdalea-Hall in Oxfor: 


ROBERT FLEMING. 


E are indebted for the memoir of this extraordi- 

nary Man to the funeral fermon, preached upon 

his death by the rev. Mr. Daniel Burgeft, who informs 
us, that our Author was born at Fathens, the feat of the 
earls of Tweedale, in the year 1630, where bis father, 
fame Fleming, was long a minifter of the gofpel 3 and, 
cing a learned pious man, took great care his fon 
Rober’s education, fending him irft to the univerfity 
of Edinturgh, where he went through the coarfe of phi- 
lofophy with great applaufe, and made great rogrel in 
the learned languages; and then removed him to St. 
Andrew's, where he ftudied divinity under the tuition of 
the famous Mr, Rutherford, His natural parts were ex- 
cellent, his underftanding quick and penetrath his judge- 
ment clear and profound, his fancy rich fluent, his 
memory ftrong, and his exprefions mafculine, and of a 
Peculiar " Speci to thofe whe were acquainted 
with the fiom and accents gfhis country language. lores 
3 talents 
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talents he fo cultivated by diligent ftudy, that his acquired 
learning was anfwerable to them. He made particular ap~ 
plication to hiftory, efpecially facred hiftory ; but to him 
all hiftory was facred ; Saluing the knowledge of ali thin, 
human, only as they ied to a further knowledge of GOD, 
with whofe holy counfels and ways he was carly and 
deeply acquainted. 

‘ His converfion to GOD, (fays Mr. Burge/s) was 
indeed early and diftinguithing. “It was but a little 
white that be had dwelt in this world, before GOD dwelt 
in him, and he in GOD; and that fo evidently in the 
exercife of chriftian graces, that little more doubt was 
made of his being berm again from above, than of his 
being born of a woman. He walked with GOD ap 
Enoch of vid, humbly, felf-denied, blametefs in all the 
ways of holinefs, having. 3 refpecst to all GOD's com- 
smanda. His folemn dedication of himfelf to GOD wag 
frequent ; his foliloquies with him almoft perpetual; and 
it was his conftant cuftom, from the age of fiftecn or fix~ 
teen, to fet apart the firft day ot every year for re~ 
newing his covenant with GOD ; or, if interrupted that 
day, to take the next. 

jefore he was full twenty-three ycars of age, he was 
called to a pafloval charge at Cambuflang, in Chydfdale, 
where he miniftered till the reftoration of K. Char des 
H. when a perfecution arofe, and by certain aés, par- 
vieularly one called the Glaffow ac?, near four hundred 
miniflers were ejected, of whom Mr. Flomag was one, 
By this time he had a wife (Chrjftiana Hamilton, a wo- 
man juftly admired for her perfon, gifts, and graces) 
and feven children, whom with himfelf he chearfully 

committed to the providential care of GOD, and wit 
great humility received his expulfon, His thare of 
worldly fubftance feemed to be according to dgur’s 
with :; He has told me (fays Mr. D. Burgee) that, with 
Luther, he never defired much of this world, or was 
very careful about it; and that in the times of tribu- 
lation, his table was fpread, and cup filled, and his head 
anointed with freth oil, He was enabled to give his 
children a liberal education, and to be rich in good works ; 
but for himfelf he bad no treafure laid, up but in the 
kingdom of heaven, ‘ My life (fays he) was once made 
«© up of feeming contrarieties; great outward trouble, 
%* and great inward comfort. And I never found (adds 
" re amore comfort, than when | was uoder moft af- 

igtion, 

For 
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For fome time after he was ej |» he lived moftly at 
Edinburgh, and in Fife, till September 1673, when all 
the minifters in and about Edinburgh were called to ap- 
pear before the council to hear their fentence, and ta 
repair to the places of their confinement; but he and 
fome others not appearing; they were ordered to be ap~ 
rehended wherever they could be found. Which ma 

im fhift gs well as he could for fome time, till he was 
at laft apprehended and imprifoned in the Telboeth of Edin- 
burgh, where he was during the time of Borhwel battle. 
However he was foon liberated and went to Holland; 
where, after the death of the famous and faithful Mr. 
Brown, he was admitted minifter of the Scots congrega~ 
tion at Rotterdam. 

And here again his aétivity in the miniftry was fuch 
as indeed might be ex; from a foul, comprehen- 
five of the interefts of GOD and his church, the prefent 
age, and future generations; a foul, inflamed with love, 
by which he was fweetly conftrained to fpend and be fpent, 
not in the fupport of any ', but of true catholic chrif= 
tianity. What fore of 2 writer he was, his works fui- 
ciently fhew. In preaching, he was both a Boamerges 
and a Bernabas; few knowing better how to ufe law and 
gefeel, without either oppokng or confounding them. 

‘or converfe and for all things ufefu) to the edifying of 
the church of GOD, what might Cambuflang teitify of 
him? what might Edinburgh adjacent’ places, where 
after his ejection from Cambuflang, he lived and labored ? 
what might Rotterdam fay, where, for fo many years he 
lived ‘a burning and a fiining light. ‘The fun (con- 
tinues his biographer) food iiill all the time, in which 
he had no defign for GOD’s glory on foot. It ix well 
known, the fun of his life fet upon an excellent-defign, 
vis. * A Treatife concerning the way of the Holy 
“* Ghoft’s working on the fouls of men; efpecially, after 
*¢ converfion, in communion between GOD and them.” 
He was more than ordinaily fuccefsful in his minifterial 
labors, and had a numerous fpiritual progeny; among 
whom were his two furviving fons. 

‘As he was truly religious, fo he was of a peaceable 
and friendly difpofition; often faying, <¢ What a fervant 
«6 the bond of love is to the unity and purity of faith.” 
Speaking of the differences of brethren in this city, 
[Londen | he thus exprefied himfeif; <¢ I am amazed to 
4€ fee good men thus tear one another in the dark. Nor 
“ can I underfiand how they fhouig have grace in due 
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€6 exercife, who value their particular defigns above the 
<« jintereft of the catholic church, and who confine reli- 
“¢ gion to their own notions and models.” To one that 
gomplained of reproaches from pretended friends, bis an- 
{wer was; “* ‘To me to be indged of man_and of man’s 
€¢ judgement is a fmall thing. 1 blets GOD, I value not 
$$ my ownname, but GOD’s only. I do confefs, when 
<€ men wound the credit of the gofpel through me; 
«© then it is hard to bear up.” Nor Id it be 
what he faid to_his dear fri and fpiritual fon, of this 
city, Dr. D. H. ** I blefg GOD, im fifteen years time 
«<< Thaye Liste given any, pack iay dak, Shruft behind his 
« : But when to well of any man, 
« T have done fo with Eithfalnetss and when I Zanted 
$a fabjodt that way, 1 filence.” 
Ho was aman fo highly favored of GOD, and bleffed 
with fo much of heaven ppoo earth, ag ia not often 
d in any one age. His life way one continued triumph 
over the Jaw, fin, death, and hell; like Faced and J/racl, 
wreftling and prevailing with GOD ; arid like Mo/e, to 
whom GOD {fpake as it were face to face. In fhort, 
every day foemed an holy fabbath and communion-day, 
and day of {piritual jubiles to him, And {ome time be- 
fore he died, he had feveral glorious manifeftations of 
GOD"s love, one of which he f{ard, he had not ftrength 
‘enough to have borne much longer. 
* His diary, the rich treafure of bis experience (fays 
« Mr. BSurge/s) is not at band; And re cannot, 28 
$ yet, be brought into pyblic light. But from the few 
4 manoferipts which are here found, I thall add fome 
« hints that I judge to be very good direGtions and en- 
¢ cow ments = mean unto the faith of reliagce and 
of ance, in which he was fo eminent---ugto the 
Joye of GOD and mea, in which he was fo yigorous--- 
and unto meditation and prayer and heavenly minded- 
nefs, in which he was fo grand ap exewplar, They 
are indeed but hints: And, if any difference be, they 
ata the moft ordinary of his memoriala: The more 
fablime and extraordmary ones are kept back from a fus- 
pigion that the generality of good and honeft Readers 
might be more amufed than ¢dified by things fe ftupen- 
ous, and fq very much out of the common road of 
chriftian experience.” 
“€ dagufl 16, 1685, I found (fays he) fome fweet 
accel to the Lord in the morning, apd in the lively 
“© aGtings 
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¥# atings of grace; and after I had this day fet dowa 
“© fome remarks of the day before, I had fome clear im- 
<* preis of this. Since thou art careful to improve thy 
f¢ talent of obfervatian, more fhali be given; and the 
6 oil fhall not fail, whilft there are veffels to receive. 

«« And now, O the fweet evening of this fame day, 
*¢ when in the outer-walk, (here 4 had found a fore 
«* damp for fame time) the door was as it were caft ayen, 
*¢ with fach a ¢lear imparting of thefe great confirma- 
s* tions, that I hape with affured confidence, was tho 
«© voice of my beloved GOD and Mafter; ysa, as in- 
«« deed it bad. been, with an audible voice faid: I will 
«¢ do for thee even exceading abyndantly, &¢. I will 
“© farely give thee a deliverance, that fhall make thee glad 
«¢ above all thy forrows paft. I do remember thy prayers 
1 and groans oft in this walk ; and though I was only a 
<¢ witnefs of them then, yet now as I have feen in feeret, 
«© fo will I reward thee openly. ‘The time is now come, 
*© and it thal lingor no more} rejoice and. be glad, my 
“f prifoner hope, for the time of thy releafe is cpma? 

remember thy Kindnelss and know thy love; be tilt 
«© and know that I amGOD. J know thy diftrefs, and 
“ that thy ftraits now draw peas: But fear not, I wilktaka 
*¢ case of thee: And the greater thy extremity by the 
«“ ter teftimony thou givest to me, &c.” i 

fic {pent his days and years after this manner. \And 
in orfler to have the year rightly carried on, it was (ag was 
before obferved) his cuftom from the fifteenth or fixtaxoth 
year of his age, to his laft, to fet apart the firft day 
of every year, in a new felf-farrender and dedication of 
himfelf to GOD. We cannot give a particular agcount 
of the manner of hia doing this, for the firft years of 
his life; but we may goefs what they have been, by the 
inftance following : vx. 

6, s6gt- In the entry of this new year (as I have 
‘* now dgne for many years moft folemnl, 7 dafire 
«S again to renew my eugaging of myfelf to the 
« Lord my GOD, and for him, and with my whole 
{* heart and defire to enter myfelf into his fervice, and 
*¢ take on his bleffed yoke, and hymbly to lay claim, 
«¢ take and embrace him (O him!) to be my GOD, 
{© my all, my light and my falvation, my fhield and 
© exceeding great reward. Whom have f in heaven, 
*¢ but thee, ‘Fiora, or in the earth whom I do defire be~ 
€ fides thee. And now under thy bl-ffed hand my fost 

«© defires, 
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“© (efires, and does here teftify my trufting myfelf and 
«« fecuring my whole intereft, my credit, my condudt, 
46 my comfort, my affiftance, my thorow-bearing, and 
«* my poor children, and to leave myfelf herein on th: 
** gracious hand, my deareft Lord, whilit in time, az 
* write this the 2d day of Fanuary 1691. 

R. Fiemina.” 

At snother me he putter thus: * O my yooh ever 
“¢ forget this folemn Wedenfz night, nor tl fon- 
€¢ day night; what folemn “dete'Y ba trom my Lord, 
«© after fo ferious a work of trial about the warrant of 
** my hope, and petition for the heightening of my faith, 
¢¢ and fealing teftimony of his Spirit: In how wonderfal 
«6 a way did my deareft Lord, lhope, bear evidence to 
«« the great affarance be bad formerly given me! &c. 

* O let my foul blefs and adore the Lord for this fweet 
¢« and gracious vifit this Monday night, which my deareft 
*¢ Lord, I hope, hath given his poor fervant, ‘when fa 
“€ sear finking; and hope faid to my foul, fear not, 
*< I forget you not, for I have graven you on the palms 
“¢ of my bands, &e, I look on thee with delight, and 
ee fhe time is come when I will give thce an account of 

YY prayers and tears, of thy many groans and lon; 
“© @n-waiting. Have I fpoken, and will I not do it 
“ &e. O thou afflicted, toffed with tempefts,---in an 
“* acceptable time have 1 heard thee! Truft thou in the 
«* Lord, for I will make thee a fign to this generation, 
«« ie, 1 am leading thee right, and chy ftrength is to 
<< ft Mill, Is the Lord’s hand fhortened, that it cannot 
** fave? Ge. 

+ © bow thall I entertain thie gracious day, and ap- 
« pearance of my deareft Lord to his poor fervant ! 

5 wonderful condefcenfion this moming, after fo 
“© fweet an evening before, that he fhould pleafe to give 
«« fo near an approach of himfelf! ©, I hope, it was 
«© his voice! Lam come, I am furely come, my fervant, 
¢¢ in the fourth watch of the night, to bring forth m: 
€€ prifoner and fet him_at Hberty, who hath ftayed {0, 
+e Jong for me, &c.---l embrace you as a conqueror ; 
«rejoice for great is your reward in heaven, I am now 
« entering thee on a day of rejoicing : Be not doubtful, 
“¢ ir is I that comfort thee, &fc. And when I faid, 
«© © how shall } manage fuch a wonderful engage~ 
*¢ ment ¢ How difcernibly was it retarned, 1 hope from 

himfelf, I will mar for thee: Thou haft ftayéd 
«* for me; but thou hall got the vilory, and the a 
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#© fhall be thine, and thon dhalt know what I have heen 
*€ doing with thee and for thee, 

«© O'let me never forget the 25th of December, at 
‘© night; when after Gxty years, under the Lord's fpecial 
«© condaét, he gave me fo {weet and remarkable 2 vifity 
«* never to be forgotten! O what a night was it, when 
«¢ 1 went home preffed to fing the hundred and third 
< Pfam” 

But now drawing near his end in the year_1694, upon 
his firft arroft, ‘* © friends,” (faid he) to fach as were 
about him, <¢ ficknefs and death are ferious tbings;” but 
till the {park of his fever was rifen to a flame, he was 
not aware, that that Gcknefs was to be unto death, 
Yet, before his expiration, he was apprehenfive of its 
approach : Calling to him a friend, he afked, ‘* What 
«© freedom do you find in prayer for me? feems GOD 
*€ to beckon to your petitions, or does he bind you up 
«© and leave dark impreffions on your mind? this way, 
«© faid he, I have often known the mind of the Lord.” 
His friend telling bim he was under darknefs in the 
cafe, he replied, *¢ Well, I know your mind: Trouble 
** not yourfelf for me; 1 think I may fay, I have been 
«¢ Jong above the fear of death.” 

All the while his groans and ftroggling argued him to 
be under no fmall pains: But his anfwers to enquiri 
friends certified that the diftrefs ‘did not enter his fou! 
Always he would fay, “ I am very well,” or, ‘* I was 
«¢ never better,” or, ‘* I feel no Gcknefs.” ‘Thus would 
he fay, while he feemed to be fenfible of every thing be- 
fides pain. But the malignant diftemper wafting his na- 
tural {pirits, he could {peak but little ; but what he fpake 
was all of it like himfelf, Having felt bimfelf indif- 
pofed for his wonted meditation and prayer, he thus faid 
to fome near him; *¢ I have not been able in a manner 
«* to form one ferlous thought fince I was fick, or to ap- 
« ply myfelf unto GOD; but he has applied himfelf to 
*< me, and one of his manifeftations was fach as I could 
f have borne no more.” | Opening his eyes after a long 
fleep, one of his fons afked how he did? He anfwered, 
** Never better.” Do you know me? faid his fon, Unto 
which with a {weet fmile he anfwered, ‘* Yes, yes, dear 
“fon, I know you.” ‘This was about two hours before 
he died, About an hour afterwards he cried earneftly, 
«© Help, help, far the Lord’s fake and then breathed 
weaker and weaker till he gave up the ghoft; and after 
he had feen the falvation of GOD he departed in peace 
on the fifteenth of Fuly, 1694, in the 64th year of hig age: 

us 
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‘Thus lived and died Mr. Fleming after he had ferved 
his day and generation. His Wonka are, ‘f Scripture- 
Truth cleared and confirmed, &%c. ‘The Confirmin, ‘ork 
ef Religion. His Epitolary Difcourfe. His well known, 
book, The folfiling of the Scriptures. He left a writ- 
ing behind hun this title, A Short Index of fomq 
of the great Appearances of the Lord in the Difpene 
fations of his Providence to bis poor Servants, fe.” 
Reciting many particular providences which had attended 
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Me. Pansy sume was born gt rica, in Fh 
minfler, on Auge 1631. is fat! 
name was Fobu Te, ‘the fon "ot Williams, of 

near Swanxea, in Glamerganfoire s and the 
father’s ‘i game became the fon’s furname, accord- 
ing to the old Weick cuftom. Inhis youth he was brought 
to court by the carl of Pesgreée, and, in courfe of time, 
was made page of the back-flairs to the king’s fecond 
fon, James of York. He lived and died a courtier, 
a hearty mourner for his royal mafter K. Cherie: 1. whom, 
he did noe long furvive. seid 

‘Mr. Philip Henrys mi was a very pigos woman, 
apd tock gear pains with him der other children py 
bring them up in the fear of the A liste before 


iP 
& 
3 
Hy 
4 
be 








Prater ogra Rear mAh gieon a Teter dake Ipy Dewkon sew Leap} 


wm HENR Y. ” 
the died, in 1645, fhe had this faying; ¢ My head is int 
“ heaven, and my heart is in heaven: It is but one ftep 
« more, and I fhall be there too.” 

In 1643, ‘about the twelfth year of hie age, he was 
admitted lato Wefminfer fchool under, the great Dri 
Bufoy, of whom he became a great favorite, both for his 
proficiency in learning, and his amiable and decent de- 
portment. He was employed by the doctor, with fome 
other ingenious youths, to Col ‘2 in their reading of the 
Greek aathori, forne of the materials for that excellent 
Greek grammtar, which the doGor afterwards publifhed: 

On ‘the 17th of May, 1647, he was chofen from Weft- 
minfler {chool to Chriff's-Church College in Oxford, jure 
Aci, being then in his fixteenth year, and entered there 
in the December following. He was admitted Audent in 
March, 1648, under the fanious Dr. Hammond, then fab- 
dean, who called him his god-brother, the earl of Pem- 
broke being godfather to both. 

Here he duly performed the college exercifes, difputa- 
tions, &%c. every day, int term time; themes and verfes 
once a week, and declamations when it came to his turn = 
in which performances he frequently came off with great 
applaufe: And many of his manufcripts, whith remain, 
ihew how well he improved his time there, 

And yet in fome refleétions I find under his hand {con- 
tinues Bis pious fon) written long after (wherein he looks 
back upon his gatly days) be el h it upon himfelf, 
that for a good while be went to the univerfity 

‘though he was known not to be inferior to any of his 
ling in public exercifea yet) he was too much a ftranger 
to that far ftady, which rards he became acquainted 
with, and that he loft a deal of time which might have 
been better improved. Thus he is pleafed to accufe him- 
felf of that, which (for aught I ever heard) no one elfe 
did, or could accufe him of, But the truth is, in all 
the fecret accounts he kept of himfelf, he appears to 
have had 4 very quick and deep fenfe of his own failings 
and. infirmities in the moft minute inftances, the lofs of 
time, weaknefe and seieaiooe nm holy duties s not ia 
FoviNg opportunities doi to ot] ip aK 
Fite; iemextably bewsil thele finperfe@ions, snd charg 
ing them upon Limfei€, cwith as gredt exprefiions of fhame 
forrow, and felf-abhorrence 3 and crying out as ear- 
nefily for pardon and forgivenefs in the blood of Fyfe 
as if be had been the greateft of fnmers: For though he 
was a ovan that walked very elofely, yet he ake very 
mobly 





rid PR HENRY, 


humbly with GOD, and lived a life of repentarice an@ 
felf-denial. 

At the latter end of the 1648, he had leave given 
him to make a vifit to his at Whiteball, with whom 
hs ftayed fome time; there he was January 30th, when 
KK. Charfes was beheaded, and, with a very fad heart, he 
faw that tragical blow given. 

In the year 1651, he took his bachelor of art’s degree 5 
and he hath recorded the of GOD, in raifing him 
tap friends, who helped him out in the expences. Such 
Kindneffés have a peculiar fweetnefs in them to a good. 
aman, who fees and receives them, as the kindnefs of 
GOD, and as tokens of his love. 

In December 1652, he proceeded mafter of arts, and in 

Fanuary following preached his firft fermon at South-Hink- 

4, near Oxford, on Fobn viii. 34. Whofecver committeth 
‘fin, is the fervant of fin. On this occafion he writes in 
his Diary, what was the breathing of his heart towards 
GOD, “‘* The Lord make ufe of me, as an inftrament 
‘© of his glory, and his church’s good, in this high and 
« holy callivg 1 

His great pacts and improvements, notwithftanding his 
extraordinary modefty and humility, had made him fo well 
known in the univerfity, that, at the following a@ in 
‘July 1653, he was chofen, out of all the mafters of that 
13%, to Be junior of the AG, that is, to anfwer the phi~ 
lofophy-queitions im vefperiis, which he did with very 
great applaufe. 

He noted of fome pious, young men, that, before they 
removed from the univerfity into the country, they kept 
aday of fafting and humiliation for the fins they had 
been guilty of in that place and ftate. And in the vifits 
he made afterwards to the univerfity, he inferts into his 
book, as no doubt GOD did into his.---** 4 tear dropt 
«€ over my univerfity fins.” 

To this teftimony of his fon, we may add that of 
another great divine. ¢ Mr. Hem (fers ir. Bates) was 
© dedicated to the fervice of GO! y his mother in his 
© tender age. His firft love and defires (when he was ca- 
© pable of making a judicious choice) were fet upon GOD.” 
In the year 1653, foon after he had taken his mafter’s 
Wegree, he was called to affiit in the cure of Worthenbury 
parith by the river Dee in Flint/oire, under the patronage 
of Mr. Pulgffen, a ferjeant at law, Mr. He gives a 
very amiable charafer of this gentleman and big lady, 

mentions, with great gratitude, his particular abl: 
gations 
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fationsto them. Here, by his clofe and practical preach~ 
Ing, he was made exceedingly ufeful, and wrought under 
GOD a wonderful change in his parifh, which before 
was efteemed one of the moft loofe and profane places 
in all that country. 

‘We muft not omit, that, in the latter part of his 
time at Oxford, ds one grown weary of that, which, he 
ufed to fay, he found ¢* little to hia purpofe ;” he em- 
ployed his time moftly in fearching the {criptures, and 
Polledting u(efal feriptore-obfervations, which he made 
yery familiar to him, and with which he was thoroughly 
farnifhed for this good work. He interleaved a bible, in 
which he wrote {hort notes upon texts of {cripture as 
they occurred. He would otten fay, ‘I read other 
*¢ books, that J may be the better able to undeiftand 
«€ the fcripture.” 

Tt was a ftock of feripture-knowledge thar he fet up 
‘with, and with that he traded to good advantage, 

He continued for fome rs in this family of Mr, 
Pulefton, where he laid out himfelf very much for theie 
fpiritual good and even for the meanett of the fervants, by 
catechizing, repeating the fermons, and perfonal inftruc~ 
tion; and he had very much comfort in the countenance 
and converfation of the judge and his lady. Yet he cotn- 
plains fometimes in his Diary of the fnares and tempta- 
tions that he found in his way there, efpecially becaufe 
fome of the branches of the family, who did not patrizare 
for refemble the heads of it] were uneafy at his being 
there, which made him willing to remove to a houfe of 
his own, which when jade Pule/fon perceived; he in the 
year 1657, out of his great kindnefs to him, built him a 
very haudfom- houfe in Ferrbeniarys and fettled it uport 
him by leafe, bearing date March 6th, 1657, for three- 
{core years, if he fhould fo long continue minifier at 
WVo thenbury, and not accept of better preferment. In the 

ear 1659, he was, by a writing of jedse Pulfion, col~ 
Inted and nominated to the church of /forthenbury, and 
{the powers, that then were, having fo appointed) he 

ad an approbation thereof from the commiffionera for 
approbation of public preachers. 

‘Being thus fettled at /¥orthenbury, his next care was 
about his ordination to the work of the miniftry, to which 
he would fee his call very clear, before he folemniy de- 
voted himfelfto it. And though afterwards in the re- 
fiction (efpecially when he was filenced) it was fome 
trouble to him, that he had fo long deferred to be ordain 
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ed; yet, as the times then were, there was foimething of 
2 reafon for it. ‘The way and manner of his ordination 
was according té the known direftory of the affembly 
of divines, and the common ufage of the prefbyterians. 

He applied bimielf diligently to his work ar Werthen- 
bury. ‘The fj .was narrow, and too narrow for fach 

” a burning fhining light: There were but forty com~ 
mmunicants in that parifh, when he firit fet up the ordi- 
nance _of the Lord’s fa 3 and they were never doub- 
fed: Yet he had fach thoughts of himfelf, that he 
not only never fought for a larger fphere, but would never 
hearken to any overtures of that kind made to him: And 
withal, he Had fuch high thoughts of his work, and of 
the worth of fouls, that he lait! out hisifelf with as much 
dilij and vigor here, as if he had had the over-fight 
of the greateft and moft confiderable parith in the country: 

His carriage towards the people of his parith was very 
exemplary; condefcending to the meaneft, and conver 
fing familiarly with them ; bearing with the infirmities of 
the weak, ani ing all things to all men. He was excecd- 
ing tender of 5 ing, offence, or occafion of grief to any 
body, minding himfelf in his Diaty upon fuch occafions, 
that the wifdom that is from dbove, is pure and peaceable, 
and gentle, &c. Yet he plainly and achfally. reproved 
what he faw amife in any, and would not fuffer fin upon 
them ; mourning alfo for that, which he could not mend. 

He was about eight years from firft to laft at Worthen- 
bury, and his labor was not altogether in vain. He had 
not been Jong at Worthenbury, but he began to be taken 
notice of by the nei ing minifters, as likely to be 
a confiderable man. his extraordinary modefty 
and humility (which even in his youth he was remarka- 
ble for) made him to fit down with filence in the lowe/? 
room, and to fay a Elibu, Days fhall peak ; yet his emi- 
nent gifts and graces could not fong be hid. 

He was often called upon to preach the week-day 
feétares, which were fet up plentifully, and diligently at- 
tended upon in thofe parts, and his labors were generally 
very acceptable and fuccefsful. The ffteral opinion 
faftened upon him the epithet of Heavenly Henry; by which 
title he was commonly known all the country over: And 
his advice was fought for by many neighboring minifters 
and chriftians; for he ‘was one of thofe that found favor 
and good underftanding in the fight of GOD and man. 
He was noted at his firft ferting out (as I have been told 
by one who was then inti y acquainted with his 
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find with his cbaraéter atid eobyerfation) for three things, 
%. Great piety and devotion, and a night ty favor of god- 
Linefs in all his besa boc ro Great in 7 in the an 
fait of ufeful knowled he was particularly obferved to 
be very inquifitive, wl n he ‘was among the aged and ins 
Telligent, hearing them, _ the queftions ; a good 
example to young men, 7 eure minifters. _ gs 
Great felf-denial, felf- aimdace, and felf-abafement ; tiie 
eminent humility Pat a luftre tpon all his other greens 
‘This charaGter of him reminds me of a paflage, have 
fometimes heard him fpeak of as a check to the for 
wardnefs and confidence of young men: ‘That, once at 
a meeting of minifters, aq of monient was ftarted, 
to be debared among them ; upon the firit prapofal of it, 
a confident man fhoots his bolt prefently, ‘ Truk 
« (faid he) Goll it foe You bold, fir! Canfwored 
@ grave minifter) ¢ Ir becomes you td hold your peace.? 
ie was ever forward to promote unanimity among 
thriftians, and lamented the u: y diffenfions that pre- 
vailed in his time. He ufed to eve, «© That it is not 
*© fo much the difference of opinion, that doeth us the mifs 
«6 chief (for we may as foon expect all the clocks in tha 
‘© town to ftrike together, as to fee all good people of a 
‘© mind in every thing on this fide heaven) but.the mit 
*© management of that difference.” 
In March, 1658-9, he was very much folicited to leave 
‘orthenbury, and to accept of the vicarage of Wrexham, 
which was a place that he had both a great intereit in, 
and a great kindnefs for, but he could nor fee his call 
élear from Worthenbury; fohedéclined it. “The fame _ 
he had an offer niade him of a confiderable living near 
don; but he was not of them that are Cae to changes 
thor did he confult with fiefh and blood, nor feek great 
things for himfelf, 
le was a hearty well wither td the return of the king,- 
il, A. D. 1660, and was couch affe&ted with the merc: 
it. £¢ While others rejoice carnally, | (faith he) Lor 
«* help thy people to rejoice f fpiritually, in our public na~ 
¢ tional mercies.’ that occafion that Mrs 
Besar preached his fermen ae of Right E icing, tn Luks 
x. 20. But he and others foon faw cauie to rejoice with 
trembling, and to fing g both of mercy and j judgement ; for 
about that time he hath this melanc! remark; * Rea 
ra ligion. a mond exceedingly, ani profanencis gets 
ats 
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As to the fubjeéts' he preached upon, he did not ufo 
yo dwell long upon a text. Better one fermon upon many 
texts, (viz. many fcriptures opened and applied) than 
many fermons upon one text. 

pee removed from Emeral, to the houfe at Worthenduryy 
which the judge had built for him, mn February, 1658-9, 
and then had one of his fifters with him to keep his houfe. 
Providence, having thus brought him into a houfe of his 
own, foon after provided a fielp-meet for him. After 
Tong agitation, and fome difcouragement and oppofition 
from the father, 4prif 26, 1660, he marricd bar ine, 
the only daughter and heirefs of Mr. Daniel Matthews, 
of Broed-Oak, in the townthip of Jord, in Flintfbire, 
(but in the parifh of Malpas, which is in Che/bire, and 
about two miles diftant from Wbitchurch, a confiderable 
market town in Shrop/bire). Mr. Matthews was a gentle- 

of avery competent eftate; fuch a one as K. James 
Fr oted to fay was the happicit lot of all others, whick 
fet a man below the office of a juftice of peace, and above 
that of a petty conftalie. This was his only child: 
Very fair and honorable overtures had been made for her 
difpofal; but it pleafed GOD fo to order events, and to 
over-rule the fpirits of thofe concerned, that fhe was re- 
ferved to he a dlefing to ghis good mait, in things per~ 
taining both to life and godiinefs. Such was his houfe, and 
fach the vine which GOD ‘ioufly planted by the fide 
of his houfe. By her GOD gave him fix children, ail 
born within lefs than eight years: The two eldeft were 
fons, Fobm and WMatebew ; the other four were daughters, 
Sarap, Katharine, Eleanor, and Anne. His eldeft fon Jobs 
died of the meafles in the fixth yea of bis ages the 
reft were in mercy continued to him. 

The Lord having built him up into a family, be was 
careful and faithfal in making d his folemn vow at 
his ordination, that be and bis boufe would ferve the Lord. 
He would often fay, ** That we are really that, which 
** we are relatively.” It is not fo mach what we are at 
church, as what we are in our families. Religion, in the 
power of it, will be fimily-religion. He brought up his 
Children in’ the fear of GOD. with a great deal of care 
and tendernefs, and did by his practice, as well as upon all 
pccafions in difcourfes, condemn the indifcretion of thofe 
parents, who are partial in their affections to their chil- 
dren, making a difference between them, which, he ob- 
ferved, often proved of ill confequence in families, and lay 
a foundation of envy, contempt and difcord, which turns 
* to 
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to their fhame and ruin, His carriage towards his chil- 
dren was with great mildnefa end gentlenefs, az one who 
defired rather to be loved than feared by them. He was 
careful not to provoke them to wrath, ‘nor to difcouray 
them, us he was to bring them up in the nurture and ad- 
monition of the Lord. He ruled indeed, and kept up bis 
authority, bat it was with wifdom and love, and not 
withahigh hand. He drew up a fhort form of the baptif- 
‘mal covenant, for the ufe of his children; which was as 
Follows: ‘¢ 1 mke GOD the Father to be my chiefeft 
"€ good, and higheft end. I take GOD the Son to be 
«¢ my Princeand Sayiour. I take GOD the Holy Ghoft 
*¢ to be my fanétifier, teacher, guide, and comforters 
s¢ I take the word of GOD to be my rule in all my 
«« agtions; and the people of GOD to be my people in 
*¢ all conditions, I do hkewife devote and dedicate unto 
** the Lord my whole felf, all I am, all I have, and 
«< all I cando. And this i do, deliberately, fincerely, 
“* freely, and for ever.” ‘This he taught his children, 
and they each of them folemnly repeated it every Lord’s 
day in the evening, after they were catechifed ; he puttin 
his amen to it, and fomctimes adding ; ‘* So fay, and fo 
«© do; and you are made for ever.” 

‘This moderate and excellent Man was much perplexed 
about his minifterial duty at the reftoration. laters 
‘were unexpectedly and unwifesy carried with a high hand 
againit the late ecclefiaftical eftablifhment ; whereas it is 
probable, a fpirit of wifdom and moderation at that time 
in church-rulers would have left the number of noncon- 
formifts too fmall to make them objects of fevere Saws and. 

rfecutions. lad fome of our leading men in the eftae 

lifhment conducted the matter with the chriftian meek- 
nefe that becomes their order, inftead of carnal refent- 
ments, it would have put their own characters in a much 
higher point of view, and havé efforded a blefling to the 
nation, the lofs of which every good man of every per- 


foafion may juftly deplore. 
‘he grand quettion, firft fet on “oot, was$ whether 
0 conform or mo? Mr. ufed all means pofiible 


to fatisfy himfelf concerning it, by reading and diftourle, » 

particularly at Oxford with Dr. Fell, (afterwards bilbap of 
sford); but in vain; his diffatisfadtion remained 5 ** How- 

¢¢ “ever (faith he) I dare not judge thofe, that do ebnforsy, 

<* for whp am I, that I fhoula judge my brother ?” < 
In Septersber, ‘A. D. 1660, My. Fogg and Mr. Seeel and 

Mr, Henry, were Prefented at Flint afizes for not core 
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& 
ing the common prayer, as yet it was not enjoin 

; but there were fome bufy people, that would out- 
run the law. ‘They catered their appearance, and it fell ; 
for foon after the king’s declaration, touching ecclefiaf- 
tical affairs, came out, which promifed liberty, and gave 
hopes of fettlement; but, the {pring afizes ‘afterwards, 
‘Mr, Steel and Mr. Henry were prefented again. On this 
he writes: ** Be merciful to me, O GOD, for man would 
*¢ {wallow me up. ‘The Lord fhew me what he would 
*€ have me to do} for I am afraid of nothing but fin.” 

In November, A.D. 1660, he took the oath of alle- 

jance at Orton, before Sir Zéomas Hanmer, and two other 
juftices ; of which he hath left a memorandum in his 
Diary, with this added, ** GOD fo help me, a2 I pur- 
«= pofe in my heart to do accordingly *” Nor could any 
more con{cientioufly obferve that oath of GOD than he 
did, nor more fincetely promote the ends of it. 

He preached fometimes occafionally in feveral neigh- 
boring places, till Bartholomew-Day A.D. 1662, ¢* the 
«6 das ue he) which our fins have made one of the fad- 
«* de ys to England, fince the death of Edward Vi. 
*¢ but even this for good, though we know not how 
** por which way.” He was invited to preach at Ban- 
gor on this fad Bartholemew-Day, and prepared a fer- 
mon on Fob vii. 37- In the tap dey, that great day of the 

eft, &#c. but was prevented Preaching it; was 
lothe to firive againft fo ftrong a ftream. 

‘The reordination, which was infifted upon, and renun- 
ciation of his former miniftry, was the firft and great bar 
to his conformity, and which he moftly infifted on. He 
would fometimes fay, “ That fora prefbyter to be ordained 
a deacon, is at the belt, foeipere gradem Simernis.” One 
thing which he comforted himfelf with in his nonconfor- 
mity was, that, as to matters of doubtful difputation 
touching church-government, ceremonies and the likey 
he was unfworn cither on one fide or the other, and fo 
was free from thofe foares and bands in which fo many 
found themfelves both tied up from what they would do, 
and entangled that they knew not what to do. Had 
the moderation, which now obtains, in the eftablifhment 
beea then exercifed, fuch men as Mr. Henry, how- 
ever he might have difiked fome non-effentials, had never 
heen forced out of it. ‘The true way of reducing dif- 
fenfions, unlefs they are in arms, is to let them alone. 
x they are of man, they will {oon crumble away of them- 


ves. 
Ris 
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His moderation in his nonconformity was very exem- 
plary and eminent, and had a great influence upon many, 
to keep them from running into uncharitable and fchif- 
matical feparations, which, upon all oceafions, he bore 
his teftimony againft, and was very induitrious to ftem the 
tide of. In church-government, that which he defired 
and withed for, was archbifhop Ujber’s reduion of epif- 
copacy. He thought it lawful to join in the common 
prayer in public affemblies, and praétifed accordingly, and 
‘endeavored to fatisfy others concerning it. ‘The {pirit 
he was of, was fach as made him much afraid of extremes, 
and folicitous for nothing more than to maintain and 
keep chriftian love and charity among profeffors. 

At Michaelmas, A.D. 1662, he quite left Werthenbury, 
and came with hie family to ‘Broad Oak, juf nine years 
fiom his firft coming into the country. Being caft by 
providence into this new place and ftate of life, his care 
and prayer was, that he might have ‘¢ Grace and wif- 
** dom to manage it to the glory of GOD, which (fait 
*€ he) is my chief end.” ithin three weeks after his 
coming hither, his fecond fon Matthew was born, which 
‘we mention, for the fake of the remark he has upon it. 
«* We have no reafon (faith he) to call him Besoni; I 
«* wifh_ we had not to call him Ichabod.” For feveral 

ears after he came to live at Broad-Oak, he went con-~ 

antly everv Lord’s day to the public worfhip, with his 
family, at Whitewell-Chapel (which is near) if there were 
any fupply there, as fometimes there was from Malpas 3 
and if none, then to Zy//fack, (where Mr. Zachary Thomas 
continued for about half a year), and when that ftring 
failed, ufually to Whitchurch; and did not preach for a 
great while, unlefs occafionally, when he vifited his 
friends, or to fis own family on a Lord’s day, when 
the weather hindered them from going abroad. 

In Ofeber, A.D. 1663, Mr. Steel and Mr. Henry and 
fome other of their friends, were taken up and brought 
prioners to Hanmer, under pretence of fome plot, faid to 
be on foot againft the government ; and there they were 
kept under ‘confinement fome da , 05 which he writes$ 
<<Te is fweet being in any coniition with « clear cons 
*€ feience: The fting of death is fin, and fo of imprifon- 
« ment alfo. It is the firft time (faith he) I was ever a 
** prifoner, but perhaps may not be the lait. We felt no 
‘* hardfhip, but we know not what we may.” 
were after fome daya examined by the deputy licutenants, 
charged with they Tnew a what, and fo aitmified 3 Snd- 

3 ing 
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jeg verbal fcrcurity to be forth coming upon twenty-four 
Four, natice, whenever they fhould be called for. Mi. 
mry returned to his houfe with thank{givings to GOD, 
rt a hearty prayer for his enemies, that GOD would 
give them. ‘The very next day after they were releafed, 
@ great man in the country, at whofe inftigation they 
‘were brought into that trouble, died (as was faid) of a 
drunken furfeit. So thar a man fhall fay, verily there 14 
@ GOD ibat judges in toe caxth. 

In the beginning of the year 1665, when the act for 4 
reyal aid to his majefty of two millions and a half came 
out, the commiffioners for Fliny/bire werd pleafed to no- 
minate Mr. Henry fub-colle&or of the faid tax for the 
township of 2/ceyd, and Mr. Steci for the townthip of 
‘Hanmer. ‘Uhey intended thereby to put an affront and 
asfparagenent upon their miniitry, and to thew that they 
Jooked upon then: but as laymen, His note upon it is, 
<¢ I¢ ig not a fin winch they put us upon, but it is a crofs, 
“* and a crofs in ous way, and therefore to be taken up 
$6 and borne with patience. When I had better woik to 
<6 do, I was wanting in my duty about it; ond now this 
© jg put upon me, the Lord is righteous.” He procared 
the gathering of it by others, only took account af it, 
and faw it duly done, 

In the beginning of the year 1667, he removed with 
his family to Whitchurch, and dwelt there above a year, 
except abaut a quarter of a year about harveft, he re- 
turned again to ‘Broad-O. « His remove to Whitchurch wag 
partly to quiet his adverfmics, who were ready to quar~ 
rel with him upon the Five- mils A&, and partly for the 
benefit of the fchool there for his children. 

While he lived at Wixteburch, he attended conftantly 
upon che public minifl1y: aad there (as ever he was care- 
ful to came at che begianing of the fervice, which he at- 
vended upon with reverence and devotion; ftanding all 
the time,.even while ths chapters were read. In the even= 
ing ot the Lord’s day, he fpent fome time iu inftra@ing 
hus family, to which a few of hie friends and neighborg 
4p tbe town would fometimes come in; and it was a little 

eam of opportunity, but very fhort, for (as he notes) 

¢ was affended at it, who fhould rather have rejoiced, 
af by any means the work might be catried on im his peo~ 
ple fouls, 

‘Wotwithitanding the feverity of the laws, then enforced 
againft the nonconformifts, Mr. Henry, in A. D. 1669, 
proached in fome very private meetings, and (what Lies 

“Pr 
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& proof of his truly chriftian temper) exhorted conftant!: 
to patience and refignation under the fufferings impois 
infiiting upon this point; “* That it is the chara¢ter of 
46 the people of GOD, that they are a quiet people in the 
“© land.” ‘Vhis quietnefs he deicribed to be an orderly, 
aceable fubjeétion to governors and government in the 
ord, We moft maintain a reverent efieem of them, and 
of their authority, in oppofition to defpifing dominion, 
2 Pever ii, 0. We malt be meck under fevere coms 
mands, and burthenfome impofitions ; not murmuring and 
c. mplairing, as the J/raelites againkt Mofes and aren; 
but take them up as our crofsin our way, and bear them, 
as we do foul weather. We muft not /peak evil of digni- 
ties, Jude 8. nor revile the gods or great ones, Exod 
xxii, 28, Paul checked himielf for this, 4é/s xxiii. 5. 
«I did not confider it; if I bad, I would not have fuid 
* fo.” "We muft not traduce their government, as 4s/a~ 
dom did David's, 2 Sam. xv, 3. Great care is to be 
taken, how we {peak of the faults of any, efpecially of 
rulers, Ecclf. x. 20, The people of GOD do make 
the word of GOD their rale, and by that they are taught, 
ren that magifiracy is GOD’s erdinance, and magifirates 
D's miniftcrs ; that by bim kings reign, and the powers 
that be are ordained of him, (2.) That they, as well 
as others, are to have their dues, honor and fear, and 
tribute. (3.) That their lawfal commands are to be 
obeyed, and that readily and chearfully, 1 Tim. iii, re 
ry ‘That the penalties, flied for not obeying un! 
lul commands, are patiently to be undergone. This is 
the rule, and as many as walk according to thia rale, 
peace fhall be upon them, and that there be no danger of 
‘their unpeaceablencfs. They are taught to prav for kings, 
and all ix authority. 1 Tim, ii. 1, 2, And GOL) forbid 
w= fhonid do otherwife; yea, though they perfecute. Jer. 
xxix, vii. Peaceable prayers befpeak a peaceable pedple. 
Pfu. cix. 4. . 1€ fome, profeffing religion, have been un- 
uiet ; their unquictnefs hath given the lye to their pro- 
foffion, Jude 8, 11, 122 Quictnefs is our badge, Cel, 
jit, r2.—aut will be ouz ftrength, fa. xxx. 1§-—tour re 
joicing in the day of ovil, Jer. xvii. 28,—it is pleating 
to GOD, 1 Tia. 2, 3-—it_ may work upon others, 
1 Pet. ii. 22, 13. “The means he preferibed for keeping 
us quit, were to ger our hearts filled with the know— 
ledge of thee two things; 1. That the kingdom of Cor 
js NOT OF THIS WORLD. John xviii, 36. Many have 
thought otherwite; and st hath snade them uaquict. 2. 
G4 That 
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she wrath of man werksth net she rightesufusfi of GOD, 
james i. 20. needs not our fn to ce rs hia 
wn counfel. We muft ify unquictnefs in the caufes 
of it, James iv. 1. We moft always remember the oath 
of GOD, Ecchf. viii. 2, “The oath of allegiance is an oath 
of quietnefs ; and we maft beware of the company and 
converfe of thofe that are unquict, Prov. xxii. 24, 25. 
‘Though deceitful matters be devifod, yet we muft be quict 
flill; nay, be fo much the more quict. 

All that knew Mr. Henry, knew very well, that his 
praétice, all Bis days, was confongnt to thefe his fettled 
principles. 

In May, 1668, he returned again with his family from 
WPhitchuych to Broad-Oak, which, through the goodnefe 
of GOD, continued his fettled home, without any rev 
moval from it, till he was removed to his Jong home, 
above twenty-eight years after, ‘The edge of the Five~ 
mile A& began now a little to abate, at leaft in that coun- 
trys and he was defirous to be more ufeful to the neigh~ 
bora, among whom GOD bad given him an eftate, 
than he could be at a diftance from them; by reheving 
tl or, employing the laborers, and efpecially in 
ftruéting the ignorant, and helping as many as he cauld 
to heaven, 

He waa vory affable and eafy of accefs, and admirabl 
patient in hearing every one’s complaint, which he woul 
anfwer with fo anuch prudence and mildnefs, and give tuch 
ant advice, that many a time to confult with him, was to 
afk counfel at bei, and fo to end tho matter. He ob- 
ferved, in almaft all quarrels that happened, that there 
was a fault on both 3 and that generally they wera 
moft in the fault, that_were moft foiward and clamorous 
in their complaints, One making her moan to him of a 
‘bad husband fhe had, that, in this and the other inftance, 
was unkind; and ¢ Sir (faid the, after a long complaint, 
* which he patiently heard) what would ‘you lave me ta 
* do now?‘ Why truly (faid he) I would have you ta 
ss home, and be a better wife to him ; and then you'll 
*¢ find that he will be a better hufband ta you.” Labor~ 
ing to perfuade one to forgive an injury, that was done 
him; be urged this; ‘* Are you not a chriftian ?” and 
followed that argument fo clofe, that at laft he prevailed. 

Four rales he fometimes gave ta be obferved in our 
fonyerfe with mon: ‘¢ Haye communion with few: Bo 
3 familiar with one ; Deal jaftly with all: Speak evil of 

BONE, 

Thave 
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T have heard him often blame thofe, whofe irregular 
weal, in the profefion of religion, makes them to neglect 
their worldly bufnefs, and let the hovfe drop through; 
the affairs of which the geod man will order with diferction. 
‘And he would teli fometunes of a religious woman, whofe 
fault it was, and how the was convinced of it, by means 
of an intelligent godly neighbor ; who coming into the 
houfe, aud finding the good woman, far in the day, in her 
clofet, and the houfe fadly negleéted, children not tended, 
Servants not minded; * hat (faid he) is there no fear 
* of GOD in this Louie ® which much ftarted and af- 
fected the good woman, that overheard him. 

His greateft care, about the things of this world, was 
how to do good with what he had, and to devife liberal 
things; defiring to make no other acceffion to his eftate, 
but only that bleffing which attends beneficence. He did 
firmly believe (and it fhould fem few do} that whos is 
given to the poor, is lent to the Lord, who will pay it again, 
an kind or in kindnefs s and that religion and piety is un- 
doubtedly the beft friend to outward profperity ; and he 
found it fo; for it pleafed GOD abundantly to blefs his 
habitation, and to make a hedge about him, and about 
his houfe, and about all that he had: And though he did 
not delight himfelf in the abundance of wealth; yet (which 
is far better) he delighted himfelf in the abundance of Peacey 
Pfalm xxxvii. 2. All that he had and did, obfervably 
profpered ; fo that the country oftentimes took notice 
aagee and ealled his family, a ily which the Lord bad 

led 

And his comforts of that kind were (as he ufe to pray 
they might be) oil to the wheels of his obedience; and in 
the ufe of thefe things he ferved the I.ord his GOD with 
joyfulnefs and gladnefs of heart, yet fill mindful of, and 
Brieved for the affiictions of Fo/e; He would fay fome- 
times, when in the midi of the comforts of this life, as a 
good man faid; ‘* All this and heaven too! furely thea 
© we ferve a good Mafter!” Thus did the T.ord blefs 
him, and make him a bleffing ; and this abundant gracey 
rough the thank/giving of many, redounded to tbe glory of 


In the time of trouble and diftrefs, by the Conventical 
A&, in 1670, he kept private, and ftit red | but little abroad, 
as lothe to offend thot that were in power, and judging 
it pradenee to gather in his fails, when the ftorm was vio-— 
Jent : He then obferved, as that which he was troubled ats 
$¢ That there was a great deal of precious time loft among 

‘* profeffors 
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“ Prefeor, when they came together, in difcourt 
* of their adventures, and their which he 
ct SOD: Alf in elling how thy got togeter, nd thse 
se + Alfo in telling, got together, an: it 
© fach 2 one preached, but little inguitings what fpiritual 
*© benefit and advantage was reaped by it; and that we are 
S¢ apt to make the circumftances of our religious fervices 
*€ more the matter of our difcourfe, than the fubftance of 
*€ them.” He took all occafions to mention this as his 
{ettled principle. «© In thofe things wherein all the people 
6 of GOD are agreed, I will fpend my zeal; and wherein 
*¢ they differ, I will endeavor to walk according to the 
& light that GOD hath given me, and charitably believe, 
« that others do fo too.” 

Whatever letures were fet up in the country round, it 
was ftill defired that Mr. Henry would begin them (which 


was thought no fmajl encow it to thofe who were 
to carry them on) ; and very he was, both in the 
choice and in the management of his fabjects at fuch op~ 








tunities, fecking to find out acceptable words. Take one 
fpecimen of his addrefs, when he began a lecture with a 
fermon, on feb, xite 15. $ I affure you (faith he) end 
« GOD is my witnefs ; I am not come to preach, either 
«« fedition againft the peace of the ftate, or {chifm againtt 
46 the peace ‘of the church, by perfuading you to this or 
** to that opinion or party; but as a min:fier of Chrift, 
“¢ that hat’ received mercy from the Lord, to defire to 
*© be faithful: My errand is to exhort you to all paffible 
t feriou'nets, in the great bufinefs of your eternal falva- 
“tion, according to my text, which if the Lord will 
‘« make as profitable to you, as it is material, and of 
4 weight in itfelf; neither you nor I fhall bave caufe to 
*¢ repeat our coming hither, and our meeting to-day 
« fooking diligently, left any of you fail of the grace of GOD. 
«If it were the laft fermon I were to preach, I thould 
‘“* not know how to take my aim better to do you good.” 
In doing of this work, often fuid, that he fooked 
upon himfelf, ut a8an afitftant to the parifh minifters, in 
promoting the common intereits of Chrif’s kingdom, and 
the common fatvation of precious fouls, by the explication 
and application of thofe great truths, wherein we are all 
agreed. And he would compare the cafe to that in 
Hezekiab's time, when the Levites helped the pricits to 
kill the facritice, which was fomething of sn irregularity, 
bor the exizence of affairs called for it; the pricits being 

too few, and fome of them not fe careful, as they ar 
ave 
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Shave been, to Yanctify themfelves; fee 2 Chron. xxix. 24. 
‘And wherever he preached, he afually prayed for the 
parifh minifter, and for a bleffing upon his minifhy, He 
thas often faid, how well p! he was, when, after be 
had preached at Ofwefry, he went to viGt the minifter of 
the place, Mr. Edwards, a worthy good man, and told 
him, “He had been fowing a handfol of feed among his 
Spe Ie,” and had this anfwer; * That's well; the 
« Lord profper your feed and mine too; there's need 
€ enough of us both,’ 

‘Whenever he preached of moral duties, he would al- 
ways have fomething of Chrif in his fermon; esther his 
LiFk, as the great pattern of the duty; or his Lov, as 
the great motive to it; or his mzRir, as making atoncment 
for the negleét of it. 

‘Some have wondered to fee how courteouily and friendly 
he would fpeak to {uch, as had been any way injurious to 
him, when he met with them; being as induftrious to 
difcover his forgiving of wrot as fome are to difcover 
their refentments of them. It was faid of archbifhop 
Cranmer, that the way to have him one's friend, waa to 
do him a difkindnefs ; ond 1 am fure, it might be faid of 
Mr. Hem y> that doing him a difhiadnefs would not make 
bun one’s enemy. ‘This reminds me of an exemplary paf- 
fage, concerning his worthy friend, Mr. Etward Leer once, 
once going, with fome ot his fons, by the houfe of a gen- 
tleman that had been injurious to him; he gave a charge 
to his fons to ths poipofe; ‘* “That they fhould never 
«© think or fpeak amifs of that gerticran, for the fake 
«6 of any thing he had done againg. him; but whenever 
*© they went by his houfe fhould hift up their hearts in 
#¢ prayer to GOD for him and his iamily.” 

{Was not without fome fear and tremb‘ing, that Mr. 
Henvy received the tidings of the Prince of Orengu's land- 
ing, in November 1688, as being fomew har in the dak 
concerning the clearnefs of his call, and dreading what 
might be the confequence of it. He ufed to fay; that 
G.ve peace in ow time, O Lord, was a prayer which he 
could heatily fet his amen to, But when fecrct things 
were brought to light, and a regular courfe was taken tu 
Ail the vacant throne with fuch a king and fuch a queen 3 
pone tejoiced in it more heartily than he did. He c2le~ 
brated the nationat thank(giving for that great deliverance 
with an excellent fermon on that text, Ror. vi. 51. WFat 
shail we thea fay t3 thefe things ? If GOD be for'us, wie 
van be agar? us P 
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Soon after that happy fettlement, there were overtures 
made towards a com Fohenfion of the moderate diffenters 
with the church of which Mr. Henry moft hear- 
tily defired and withed for, if it could be had upon any 
terme lefs than finning againft his confcience; for never 
was any more averfe to that which looked like a fepa- 
tation than he was, if he could poffibly have helped it, 
falva confeientia. His prayers were conffant, and his en- 
‘deavors, as he had opportunity, that there might be {ome 
healing methods found out and agreed upon. 

In Fune, 1689, the A& of Indulgence paffed, which not 
only tolerated, but allowed the diffenters’ meetings, and 
took them under the prorection of the government. Soon 
after which, though he never in the leaft changed his 
judgement, as to the lawfulnefs of joining in the common 
prayer, but was ftill ready to do it occafionally ; yet the 
minifters, that preached at Whitewell-Chapel, being often 
‘uncertain in their coming, which kept his m-cting at 
Broad-Oak at like uncertainties, to the frequent difap- 

intments of his hearers that came from far; be was at 
laft prevailed with to preach at public time every Lord’s 
day, which he continued to do as Jong as he lived, much 
o -_ own fatisfaGtion, and to the fatisfaétion of his 

iends, 

jometines he had fuch with him, as had gone through 
their courfe of learning at e academies, and defired 
to {pend fome time in his "> re their entrance 
upon the miniftry ; that they might have the benefit, not 
only of his public and family inftraétions, but of his 
learned and pious converfation; in which, as he was 
thoroughly furnifhed for every good word and work, fo 
he was very free and communicative. The great thing, 
which he ufed to prefs upon thofe who intended the mi- 
niftry, was to ftudy the fcriptures, and make them fami- 
liar.” Bonus textuarius off bonus theologus, was a maxim he 
often minded them of. " For this purpofe, he recommended 
to them the ftudy of the Hebrew, that tgp Aas ht be able 
to fearch the fcriptures in the original. fe alfo advifed 
them to the ufe of an interleaved bible, wherein to infert 
fach expofitions and abfervations, as occur occafionally in 
fermons or other books; which, he would fay, are more 
happy and confiderable fometimes, than thofe that are 
fdund in the profeffed commentators. 

In the time of his health, he made death very familiar 
to himéelf, by frequent and pleating thoughts and_medi- 
tations of it; and endeav. te make it fa to hie friends, 
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by fpeaking often of it. His letters and difcourfes had 
fill fomething or other, which fpoke his conftant expe@a- 
tions of death; thus did he learn 20 die daily: And it is 

to fay, whether it was more eafy for him to speak, 
or uneafy to his friends to hear him ff » of leaving the 
world. ‘This reminds me of a paffage 1 was told by a 
worthy Scoreh minifter, Mr. Patrick Adair, that vifiting 
the famous Mr. Durbam, of Glafgow, in bis laft ficknefs, 
which was long and lingering + faid to him, ¢ Sir, L 
€ hope you have fo fet all in order, that you have nothing 
* elfe to do but to dic.”—< I blefs GOD (faid Mr. 
* Durham) I have not had that to do neither, thefe many 
€ years.’ ‘Such is the comfort of dying daily, when we 
come to die indeed. 

Mr. Henry's conitiration was but tender, and yet, by 
the blefling of GOD upon his great temperance, and care 
of his diet, and moderate exercife by walking in the air, 
he did for many years enjoy a good meafure of health, 
which he ufed to call ‘* the fagar that {weetens all tem- 
“© poral mercies, for which therefore we ought to be 
se very thankful, and of which we ought to be very care= 
«¢ ful.” He had fometimes violent fits of the cholic, which 
would be very afflictive for the time. Towards his lat~ 
ter end, he was diftreffed fometimes with a pain, which 
his dodtor thought might arife from a ftone in his kid- 
neys. Bein ng once upon a recovery from an ill fit of that 
pain, he faid to one of his friends, that afked him how he 
did, he hoped « by the grace of GOD, he should now 
<¢ be able to give one blow more to the devil’s kingdom ;” 
and often profeffed he did not ** defire to live a day longer, 
«¢ than he might do GOD fome fervice.” He faid to ano- 
ther, when he perceived himfelf recovering; *¢ Well, I 
«¢ thought I had | been putting into the harbor, but find 
<¢ I muft put out to & again,” 

He was fometimes fuddenly taken with fainting fits, 
which when he recovered from, he would fay, ‘¢ dying is 
*¢ but a little more.” When he was in the fixty-third 
year of his age, which is commonly called the grand cli- 
maderic, and hath been to many their dying year, and 
ae to his father 5 Lops ano preg a of it, rom 

tse; the 24th, 1 to the 24th, 1694, when 
fe hidhed itt “and shen be Soncluded 1, he thas wrote 
in his Diary; “* This day finifhed my commonly dyin, 
«* year, which I have numbered the days of; and fhould 
<< now apply my heart more than ever to heavenly wif- 
«8 dom.” ‘He was much pleafed with that expreffion of 

our 





o* rp HENRY 


our Engli/ liturgy, in the office of burial, and frequent! 
ufed tet ie In the mnidlt of life, we are in death.” ¥ 

A little before his ficknefs and death, being fummer 
time, he had feveral of his children, and his children’s 
children, about him, at Broed-Oak; with whom he was 
much refrethed, and very chearful; but ever and anon 
fpoke of the fathion he was in, as paffing away; and 
often tofd them, he fhould be there but a while to bid 
them welcome, ’ And he was obferved frequently in pray- 
er, to beg of GOD, that « he would make us ready Pr 
*¢ that, which would come certainly, and might come 
«© fuddenly.” Qne afking him how (4 did, he anfwered3 
«<I find the chips fly off apace ; the tree will be down 
“© fhortly.” 

‘The fabbath but one before he died, being, in the courfe 
of his expofition, come to that difficult part of feripture, 
the fortieth of Ezekiel, and the following chapters ; he faid 
he would endeavor to explain thofe prophecies to thorn 5 
and added; «* If I do not do it now, tT never fhall ” And 
he obferved, that the only propherical fermon which our 
Lord Fefus preached, was but a few days before he died. 
This many of his hearers not only reflected upon after- 
wards, but took notice of at that time, with a concern, 
as having fomething in it more than ordinary. On the 
Lord’s day, June 21, 1696, he went through the work 
of the day with his ufual vigor and livelinefs. He was 
then preaching over the firft chapter of St. Peter’s fecond 
epiftte, snd was that day on thofe words, add to your faith 
virtue, verfe 5th. He took virtue for chriftian courage 
and refolution in the exercife of faith; and the laft thing 
lhe mentioned, in which chriftians have need of courage, 
is in dying; *¢ for aq he often ufed to fay) it is a ferious 
“© thing to die; and to die is a work by itfelf.” 

On the Tue/day following, Fume 23, he rofe at fix 
o'clock, according to his cuftom, after a better night’s 
fleep than ordinary, and in ufual health, Between feven 
and eight o’clock he performed family worthip, according 
to his manner; he expounded, very largely, the former 
half of the 104th Pfam, and fang it ; but he was fome- 
what fhorter in prayer than he ufed to be, being then (as 
it was thought) taken ill. Blofid is that fervant, sobom 
bis Lord, when he comes, fball find fo doing.” Immediately 
after prayer he retired ‘to his chamber, not faying any 
thing of his illnefs, but was foon after found upon hie 
bed Jn great extremity of pain, in his back, breaft, and 
bowels; it feemed to be a complicated fit of the fone 
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and cholic to; er, with very great extremity. The 
“means that had been ufed to give him relief in his illnefe, 
‘were altogether ineffeGtual: He had not the leaft inter- 
wniffion or remiffion of pain, neither up nor in bed. He 
had fad fometimes, ‘* That GOD"s rae! may find For- 
4« dan rough; but there’s no remedy; they muit through 
*< it to Canaan ;” and he would tell of a good man that 
ufed to fay, ¢ He was not fo much afraid of death as of 
© dying.”” We know they are not the godly people, part 
of the defcription of whofe condition it is, that there are 
no bands in their death; and yet their end is peace, and their 
death gain, and they have bope in it. 

It was two or three hours after he was taken ill, before 
he would fuffer a meffenger to be fent to Cheffer, for his 
fon, and for the doétor, faying ; «* He fhould either be het- 
*© ter or dead before they could come :” But at laft he {aid, 
as the prophet did to his importunate friends, Send. About 
eight o'clock that evening they came, and found him in 
the fame extremity of pain, which he had heen in all 
the day. And nature, Being before {pent with his con- 
ftant and indefatigable labors, now funk under its burden, 
and was quite unable to grapple with fo many hours incef-" 
fant pain. What farther means were then ufed proved 
fruitlefs, He apprehended himfelf going apace, and ud 
to his fon when he came in, ‘* O fon, you are welcome 
«6 to a dying father: I ama now ready to be offered, and the 
*¢ ime of my departure is at hand.” His pain continued 
very acute, but he had peace within. ‘* I am tormented, 
“ a he once) 5 but, blefled be GOD, not in this 
«<< flame ;” and, foon after, <I am all on fire,” (when at 
the fame time his extreme parts weie cold) but he pre- 
fently added, “+ Blefled be GOD, it is not the fire of 
s¢ hell’ ° 

‘Towards ten or eleven o'clock that night, his pulfe and 
fight an to fail; of the latter he himfelf took notice, 
and inferred from it the near approach of his diffolution. 
He took an affectionate farewell of his dear yoke-fellow, 
with a thoufand thanks for all her love, and care, and ten~ 
dernefe, left a bleffing for all his dear children, and their 
dear yoke-fellows and little ones, that were abfent. He 
faid to his fon, who fat under his head; *¢ Son, the Lord 
*¢ blefs you, and grant that you may do worthily in your 
ae Eezeration, and be more ferviceable to the church of 
«« GOD than I have been.” Such was his great humility 
to the faft. And when his fon replied, « O Sir, pray for 
me, that I may but tread in your fteps;* he anfwered s 
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“¢ Yea, follow peace and holinefs ; and then jet thém fay 
S¢ what they will.”---More be would have faid to beat 
hia dying teftimony to the way in which he had watked 3 
Bor mtore was fpent, and he had not ftrength to ex- 
prefs it. 

His underftanding and continued almoft to the 
Jaft breath ; and he was ftil!, in his dying agonies, calling 
upon GOD, and committing himfelf to him. One of the 
Jatt words be faid, when he found himfelf juft ready to 

rt, was, ‘* O death, where is thy ----;” with that 
his {peech faultered, and within a few minutes (after about 
&ixteen hours’ illnefs) he quietly breathed out his precious 
foul into the embraces ‘of his ic Redeemer, whom he 
had trufted, and faithfully ferved, in the work of the mi- 
niftry, about forty-three years. He departed betwixt 
twelve and one o’clock in the morning, on Fwne the 24th, 
Midfummer-Day, A.D. 1696, in the fixty-fifth year of 
his age. Happy, thrice happy he, to whom fuch a {adden 
change was no furprize, pee f who could triumph over 
death, as an unftrung, difarmed enemy, even when he 
amade fo fierce an onfet! He had often fpoke of it aa his 
defire, that, if it were the will of GOD, ‘¢ he might not 
«© outlive his ufefulnefs ;” and it pleated GOD ¢o grant 
him his defire, and to give him a fhort paffage from the 
pulpit to the kingdom, the height of his nfefalnefs, 
to receive the recompence of reward. So was it ordered 
by him, in whofe hands our times are. 

His body was buried on the 27th of June following int 
Whitchurch church, attended with a very great company of 
true mourners from all the country ‘round, even from 
Chefter and Shrewfoury, who followed his corpfe with 
many tears. He was averfe to all oftentation, and ufed 
to fay to his relations, ‘*¢ When I am dead, make but 
© Jittle ado about me; a few will ferve to bring me to m: 
«: grave.” But hie mind in this refpe@ could not be fol- 
Jowed. Many teitimonies were given of his great worth, 
and fome are recited in his life written more at large b 
his fon, to which we muft refer the Reader, We will 
only fubjoin to this long account fome few fentences of 
this excellent man, which were gathered up from his 
preaching and conyerfation, as he himfelf never publithed 

















S- 
th Mr. He fays his great and pious fon! 
through’ the cxcefa of Whois and_ fe Piience, 
never publifhed any of his labors to the world, nor 
ever fitted or prepared any of them for the prefs; yer 
pong 
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hhoné moré valued the labora of others, or rejoiced more 
in them ; nor have.I heard any complain lefs of the mul- 
titude of good books, toncetning which he often faid, 
“¢ That ftore is no fore;” and he was very forward to per- 
faade others to publith ; and always expreffed a particular 

eafure in reading the lives, actions, and fayings of emi- 

ent men, antient and modern, wl he thought the moft 
‘afefal and inftra&tive kind of writings. He was alfo a 
very candid reader of books, not apt to pick quarrels with 
what he read, efpecially when the defign appeared to be 
honeft ; and when others would find fault, and fay, this 
‘wis wanting, and the other amifs, his ufual excufe was, 
“6 ‘There is nothing perfect under the fun.” 

"Twas a faying he frequently ufed, that ‘¢ every crea- 
‘© ture is that to us, and only that, which GOJ) makes it 
*€ to he :” And another was, ** Duty is our’s; events 
s* are GOD" :” And another wis, ‘* The fout is the man, 
&¢ and, therefore, that is always beft for us, which is beft 
S* for our fouls 2” And another was, ‘* The devil cozens 
6 us of ali our time, by codening us of the prefent time.” 

in his thankfgivings for temporal mercies, he often faid, 
"© If the end oft ‘one metcy were not the beginning of ano-~ 
"¢ ther, we were undone :” And to encourage to the work 
of thank{giving, he would fay, that “ new mercies called 
<¢ for new returns of praife ; and then thofe new returns 
«© will fetch in new mercies.” And from Pfalm 1. 23. He 
that offers praife glorifies me, and to birs that orders bts con 
werfation aright ;---he obferved, ** That thank{giving is 
*¢ Rood, but thankfliving is betrer.” + 

hen he {poke of a good name, he ufually defcribed it 
to be, ‘* a name for good things with good people.” 
‘When he {poke of contentment, he ufed to fay, «* When 
“© the mind and the condition meet, there is contentment. 
*¢ Now, in order to that, either the condition muft be 
©¢ brought ap to the mind, and that is not only unreafon- 
«¢ uble Bue impoffible; for, 2s the condition rifeth, the mind 
“6 rifeth with it ; or elfe the mind muft be brought down 
** to the condition, and that is both: ble and reafonable.” 
And he obferved, ‘* That no condition of life will of it- 
“© felf make a man content, without the grace of GOD; 
¢ for we find Haman difcontented in the court ; Abab dift- 
** contented on the throne; 4dam difcontented in para- 
“© dife; nay (and higher ave cannot go) the angels that 
<¢ fell, diicontented in heaven itfelf.” 

He faid, there were four things, which he would not for 
the world have againft him, ‘© The word of GOD, his 

Vor. IV. H Sone: 
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«© own confcierite, the prayers of the poor, did the u® 
« count of godly minifters. 

s¢ He that hath a blind confcience which fees stothingy 
$* a dead confcience which feels nothing, and a dumb con= 
«« fcience which fays nothing, is in as miferable a condi+ 
¢ tion as a man can be in, on this fide hell.” 

Preaching on 1 Pet. i. 6. If need bey ye ate in Becvinefi— 
He fhewed what need the people of GOD have of afftic: 
tions: ‘* The fame need as our bodies have of phyfic, 
“¢ that onr trees have of pruning, that gold ond. five 
«¢ have of the furnace, that liquors have of beitg emptied 
** from veffel to veffel, that the iron hath of a file, that 
“© the fields have of a hedge, that the child has of a rod.” 

Preaching on that prayer of Cbriff for his difciples, 
Jobn xvii. 23. That they all be ONE, which no doubt 
is an anfwered prayer, for the Father heard him always : 
He fhewed, «¢ ‘That notwithftanding the many fad divi- 
* fions that are in the church, yet ali the faints, as far as 
© they are fanctified, are onz ; one in relation, one flock, 
one family, one building, one boty one bread; one by 
«* reprefentation, one in image and Iikenefs, of one incli- 
‘© nation and difpofition ; one in their aims, one in their 
*¢ afkings, one in amity and friendfhip, one in intereit, 
«¢ and one in their inheritance ; nay, they are one in 
judgement and opinion; though in fome things they 
«« differ, yet thofe things in which they are agreed are 
«* many sore, and much more confiderable, in thofe 
“« things in which they differ. They are all of a mind 
“© concerning fin, that it is the worft thing in the world ; 
*€ concerning Cériff, that he is all im all ; concerning the 
*¢ favot of GOD, that it is better than life; concernin; 
<¢ the world, that it is vanity; concerning the word of 
“ GOD, that it is very precious, &c.”* Th 

ie 


© ‘The Monthly Reviewers are pleated to acknowledge the Author's 

* Catholicifm and Charity” in paffing over the diftin@ions of Con- 
formity and Non-conformity to the Bitablithed Church s but they 
afieft un Inquiry, why Sociuas ia pot admitted into this evangelical 
Publication, as well us Cafvia or Beraz.—-The thort Anfwer is, becaufe 
Secinus, fo far from being evangelical, is not allowed to be = Chrifian, 
and would have made therefore a poor figure among our Worthics, who 
doved, adored, and trufied in CunisT, as their LonD and their GoD, 
‘When thefe Gentlemen can point oct smong the Adherents of tht 
Bocini, of among thofe who deny the efeetial Divinity of Jxsus 
Cuaist, any Perfons who recived cxt of bis Fulaefy Grace for Grace 
in their Lives, and t.iumphantl; ited him in’ their Deaths; as 
almof ail thoi have done: whofe we think it our Honot 10 
record in thei Volumics ; then their pretenfions to this Brotherhoctt 
may merit Confideration. “Ac prefeat, we think it a Duty not te mingle 
i. 
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1 The great thing that he condemned and witneffed again 
in the Ghorch of Rome, war their ‘monopelising f tke 
shurch, and condemning all that are not in with their in« 
terefts, which is fo direétly contrary to the fpirit of the 
ofpel, as nothing can he more. He fometimes faid, «1 
#6 am too much a catholic, to be a Rontan catholic.” 

He often expreffed himfelf well pleafed with St Anfin'é 
healing rufe, which, if duly obferved, would put an end to. 
all our divifion: ¢ Sit in neceffariis unitas, in non neceffariis 
“6 Ebertas, in omaibus charitas. In neceffary things let 
*¢ there be unity; in things not neccffiny, liberty; and in 
& all things, chat ite.” 

He obferyed from Numb. x. 12. *¢ That ali cw removes 
*© in this world are but from one wildernefs to anothers 
*€ Upon any change that is before us, we are apt to 
S¢ promife ourfelves a Canaen; Wut we shall be deccived ¢ 
46 it will prove a wildernefs.” 

_ When fome zealeus pcople in the country would bave 
him to preach againft top-knots, and other vanities in appa~ 
rel, he would jay ; ‘* that was nonce of his bufinefs ; Fine 
*€ could pertuade people to Chr iff; the pride, and vanity; 
*© and excefs of thofe things would fall of courfi ;” an 
fhe he had a diflike to Xanity and Baiety of diefs, and al- 

wed it not in thofe, that he had intiencc upor. His 
rule was, that in fuch things we mut neither be owls 
nor apes; not affect fingularity, no: af. modithnefs 5 
nor (as he ufed to obferve from 1 Fit. iii. 3.) _*¢ make the 
®e putting on of apparel our adorning, becaufe chriftiang 
‘© have better things to adorn themiclves with.” 

Speaking of the caufes of atheifm, he had this obfurva+ 
tion; * hat 4 head full of vain and unprofitable notions, 
«© meeting with a heart full of pride and felf-conceited~ 
*¢ nefs, difpofe a man dieétly to be an athcift.” te 

A gentlewoman, that upon fome unkindnefs betwixt 
her and her hufband, was parted from him, and lived fe+ 
parately near 4 twelve-rionth, grew melancholy, and com* 
plained of fin, and the withdrawing of the light of GOD's 
countenance, and the want of affurance; he told herg 
6 fhe muft reétufy what was amifs between her and her 
“« hufband, and return into the way of duty, elfe "twat 

He “in 
fhe Charafters of Men, who, when alive, would not have wifhed td 
be fo mingled, but rather would have followed the Apottic Pax!"s Pre- 
cept of Reyedivom, and the Apoftie Febu's Excmple of avoiding th 

like” Cerizthus, maduce the divine Nature of their Gow and 
jAvioUR. Reputed Protity alone will not offada fuffic ent Title, for 
Becrates and many other Heathens had this; but that Sort of Cbr./- 
Siakigy, whith our exccliedt Preachet here peaks of, tpon Fobatvil. 464 
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« im vain to expect peace.” Her friends were againtt it 
but he faid, “* he was confident it would prove fo.” 

He faid, he had obferved concerning himfelf, “< That he 
*© was fometimes the worfe for eating, but never for ab- 
«« ftinence; fometimes the worfe for wearing too few 
« cloaths, but never for wearing too many; fometimes 
** the worfe for fpeaking, but never for keeping filence.”” 

‘¢ We have three w igeables to oppofe to all other 
“« mutabilities ; an unchangeable covenant, an unchange- 
*€ able GOD, and an ‘unchangeable heaven: And while 
*¢ thefe three remain the fame, yefterday, to-day, and for 
«© ever; welcome the will of our heavenly Father in all 
«¢ events that may happen to us; come what will, nothing 
** can come amifs to us.” 

In a letter to a fiiend, he faid; ‘¢ As to the acceffion 
** Yately made to your eftate, much good may it do you; 
«* that is, much good may you do with it, which is the 
“* true good of an eftate. The Lady Marwick would 

thank him, that would give her a thoufand a year, and 
and tye her up from doing good with it. I rejoice in 
the } heart which G hath given you with your 
large eftate, without which heart the eftate would be 
“ your fnare.” 

'e will only add fome fayings of Mr. Edword Laurence, 
one of Mr. Philip Henry's friends, which Mr. Matthw 
Henry has annexed to the life of his father. They are too 
choice to be omitted. 

At his meals, Mr. Lawrence would often fpeak of ¢ ufin; 

« GOD?'s creatures as his witneffes thar be is good; an 
* we cannot eonceive how much good our GOD’ doth 
every moment’ An exprefiion of his great 1egard to 
juftice, was that commen caution he gave his children, 
* Tremble to borrow two-pence ;? and of his tendernefs 
and meeknefe this, £ Make no man an; nor fad.” Ho 
often faid, ¢ I adore the wifdom of G' , that he hath 
« not feen meet to truft me with riches.” When he favr 
little children playing in the ftreets, he would often lift 
up his heart in an ejaculatory prayer to GOD for them, 
calling them ¢ the feed of the next generation.” When 
his friend chofe to ride the back-way into town, he plea~ 
fantly checked him, telling him, ‘ that his heart had been 
* often refrefhed, when he hath looked out of the window, 
« and feen a good man go along the fireets.’ Hé ufed to 
fay, * That Cromwell did more real prejudice to religion 
« by his hypocrify, than K. “Charles II. did, that never 
« pretended to it.” As alfo, ¢ that he feared the fins of 
“© the laod more than the Fi encb.” 
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A friend of his in the country, writing to him not fong 
hefore he died, defired his thoughts concerning the differ- 
ences among the London diffenters, to which returned. 
this anfwer: ¢ 1 can fay little concerning our divifions, 
“which, when fome men’s j ents and tempers are 
© healed, will be alfo_hea’ed. ut, when will that be? 
« They that have moft holinefa are moft peaceable, and 
© have mof. contort.” 

‘Tis n.cmeu hath been rather prolix; but indeed it was 
h- + 9 Slidge. Much excellent matter hath been ne= 
teh .y omitted; for which we muft refer the Reader to 
the hillory of his life drawn by h.s fon, where a pious 
mind cangot but find de!igh and edification, 








JOHN BAILY. 


E was a Minifter of the gofpel in New England, but 
was born February 24, 1643, near Blackbourn, in 
ire, Of a very pious mother; who, before he was 

born, dedicated him unto the fervice of GOD. 

On the annual return of his birth-day, he ufed to take 
notice of the goodnefs of GOD towards him, and make 
humble and nfefal retleRions m- * Once particn~ 
* tarly (fays hia pious biographer) I find him thus enter~ 
* taining himflf.’ “ This is my birth-day 5 lam rewy 
*© to fay of it, as Job doth of his: But J forbear any un- 
* advifed words about it. Only I have done little for 
#* GOD, and much againft him; for which I am forry.” 
‘When this day Jaf retarned, he thus wrote: ¢¢ 1 may Jay 
«© with a great figh, this was my birth-day. O how litue 
bag id have I done all this while ! O what reafon haye I to 
© ftand amazed at the riches of GOD"s forbearance! Mach 
«© may happen this year! Lord, carry me through it !” 

From a child he knew the holy feripturesy and from a child 
was wife unto falvation; giving great and conftant evidence 
of it, ty his habitual fear of GOD, and the practice of 
daily prayer. ‘There was one very remarkable eff of it, 
His father was a man of a very licentious conver {ation : 
‘And his mother one day took him while he was a chi 
and calling the family together, made him to pray with 
them, lis father coming to underftand at what rate the 
child had prayed with the family, it fmote his foul with 
great conviction, and proved the beginning of his con- 


verfion. . 
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This hopeful youth was educated under two worthy 
tutors in claffical learning ; and, at about the age of twen~ 
ty-two, he entered ‘on the public preaching of the gofpel. 
2h began wt Cher, but aiterwards went over to freland, 
where, by frequent l.bors, he much ipjured his health, 
which was never perfeétly recovered. He fpent about 
fourteen years of his life at Limerick, and faw fo many 
feals of his miniftry, that he feemed rather to fifh with 
Ret, than with 3 hook, for the kingdom of GOD. 

¥ie patiently faffered long and hard imprifonments from 

thofe men, concerning whom a divine of the church of 
ee land very truly fays,—* ‘That they were athcifts, with 
* the inventions of ceremonies habi like chriftians, for 
4 the fervice of the devil, to corrupt and deftroy true 
« Chriftianity.’ He no fooner hegan to preach, but his fide~ 
lity was tricd; and he fuffered a hard imprifonment, be- 
caufe in his caafcience he conld net coafosm to the ccre- 
monies of the eftablifhed church. While he was a young 
gaan, he often travelled far by night, in the wintcr, Lo 
enjoy the ordinances of the gofpel privately adminiftered 
an difenting congregations 5 he was fometimes taid in 
Eaueafoire Jail for being found there. 

When he was at Limon ick, the attendance of a perfon 
of great quality, and his lady (who were related to the 
duke of Ormond, the Jord lieutenant of Jre/a! ‘upon 
his miniftry, provoked the bifhop to complain to the lord 
lieutenant. This gentleman then proffered Mr. Baily, 
that, if lw would conform, he would procure his bei 
made chaplain to the duke, and having a deanry immedit 








ately, und a bithopric upon the firft vacancy. But he, 
from a traly noble, difinterefted {pirit, difdaining worldly 
ftcod in competition 


things, when (as he thought) they 
‘with Cér:f and the purity oF his worfhip, refufed them all. 

Mr. Baily went on in the exercife of his minifiry, not 
purfuing any fadious defigns; but endeavoring tbe real 
fonverfion of fouls to Cériff and _holincfs. "And now, 
though he was fo blamelefs in his whole converfation, that 
he was always much beloved wherever he came; yet ha 
fuffered another long imprifonment, while the papifte in 
tha neighborhood had all manner of liberty and counte> 
nance. When he was before the judges, he faid to them, 
*¢ If [had been chinking, and gaming, and caroufing at 
*€ a tavern with my cumpany, my lords, 1 prefume that 
«© would not have procured my being thus treated as an 
«* offender. Muft praying «a GOD, and preaching of 
ff Cirig with 2 compaay of chriftians, who are as an 
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& able and inoffenfive, and as ferviceable to his majefty 
8¢ and the government as any of his fubjeéts ; muit this he a 
«« greater crime?” ‘The recorder aniwered,—‘ We will 
* have you to know, it is a greater crime.’ His flock often 
prayed and fafted for his releafe, and likewife made humble 
applications for it to the judges at the aflizes; but no dif- 
charge would be granted him, without fecurity that he 
{hould depart the iand within a time limitted, which was 
but fmall. New England, however, now afforded to Mr. 
Baily an opportunity of laboring near fourteen years more 
in the work which he loved above all things in the world, 
the work of turning the fouls of men from darknefs to 
light, from fatan to GOD. In which, for fome time, 
his younger brother, Mr. Thomas Buily, who went over 
with him, was his affeCtionate and beloved affiftant till his 
(Mr. Thomas Boily’s) death, which happened on ‘Fanuary 
@1, 1689; and on whofe death Mr. Fobn Baily made the 
following note in his gary $* He died well, which is a 
great word; fo fweerly, I never faw the like before.” 

Mr, Jobs Baily was a man of great holinefs, and of fo 
tender a confcience, that if he had been at any time but 
innocently pleafant in the company of his friends, it coft 
him afterwards fome fad refie&hons, through fear that un- 
warily he had grisved the baly Spivit of Chri, ‘The defire 
of this holy man was, as himfelf expreffed it, *¢ To get 
«« up to patience under the calamities of life, and to carneft 
«* longings for the life to come.” On a certain occafion 
he thus expreffed himfelf: «¢ O that 1 might not be of the 
*¢ number of them that live without love, fpeak without 
“© feeling, and a& without life! O that GOD would make 
*€ me his humble, and upright, and faithful fervant !” On 
receiving fome valuable pretents, he thus wrote in his diary: 
«c J have may wage quickly. But, O that GOD may not 

rd 





«¢ put me off with a reward here? O that GOD may be 
« my reward !” 

‘The holy word of GOD was very dear to him, as it iz 
to every hoty man; and as an evidence of his tender atten- 
tion to it, we have the following paffage in his diary :—~ 
“ anuary rt. I finifhed the reading of the bible in my 
«« family as formerly. © ‘tis a dear book ; ‘tis always 
“new. At the beginning of every chapter "tis good 
“to fay, Lord, open my eyes, that I may fee wonders 
*€ out of thy law! And when we fhut it up, to fay, I 
«¢ have feen an end of ail perfection, but thy law is ex- 
*¢ ceeding broad. O how terrible are the threatnings, how 
«¢ precious are the promifes, how ferious are the precepts, 
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* how deep are the prophecies of this book * In his diary 
are frequently found fuch expreffions as thefe: « O thas 
#6 I may glorify GOD with all I am and have, even with 
¢ all the faculties of my foul, al! the members of my 

. *¢ body, and in all the capacities and relations I ftand in, 
s¢ ag man, mafter, minifter, hufband, kinfman, and neigh~ 
«¢ bor. O, I ftand in need both of a juftifyiny coy 
¢ and a fanctifying Chri? t When fhali I ‘andbly 
$¢ Chrift fwaying bis fcepter in my foul 

“When he removed to a new dwellings it was his manner 
to dedicate it to GOD in prayer. On fuch a removal ha 
wrate the following paffage in his diary : f¢ I could nat but 
6 leave my old houfe with a prayer in every room of it 
s¢ for pardoning mercy.” When one of his children was 
to be Haptined, he thus wrote: ‘I fpent fome time in offer~ 
*¢ ing up myfelf and my child ynto the Lord, and in 
«taking bold of the covenant for myfelf and him. It is 
© a@ually to be dona to-morrow in baptifm, | prayed 
© hard this day, that I might be able in much faith, and 
«6 love, und new covenant-obedience to do it ta-morrow. 
« Te is_not cafy, though common, to offer a child unta 
s¢ GOD in baptifm. that is a tweet word,—J will be 
«* a@GOD ta thee, and to thy feed after thee. No, marvel 
66 Abrakam tell on his face at the hearing of it.” On bia 

arting with the greatelt enjoyment he had in this world, 
Fethus wrote in hie diary :-*C1f 1 can but exchange aut~ 
«¢ ward comforts for inward graces, ‘tis well enough. O 
© for an heart to glonfy GOD in the fire!” On another 
eccafion he wrote thus: ‘1 did not watch my tongue as 
«¢ T ought, which coft me much trouble afterwards, ang 
«© mide mo walk heavily. “Tis a mad thing to fin.” On 
a like occafian he wrote as follows: ‘¢ That is a ferious 
«« word methinks, in Zpd. iv. 30. I have grise-d the holy 
«© Spirit by my unedifying communication. O that in 
*€ {peaking I might admmifter grace to the hearer! © 
#¢ that honey and milk were under my tongue continually!” 

At another tine: _¢¢ O that Fefzs Chrif? would under- 
take for me! If GOD marvelov-fly prevent not, I fhall 
* Tay down my work. O Lord appear ! O for one favin, 
“© fehe of the love and lavelinefs of 9: /us Chriff? I wit 
4 T could fay as my dear tutor Dr. Harrifex faid, whofo 
«* words were, That he could not hve a day without 4 
** freth manifftation of GOD to his foul” © At another 
time: * I was now fupperted by the thoughts of a preci- 
*¢ ous Fejus. F fhould tor ever fink but for hum. When I 
€¢ Jook backward or forward, upward or desnware. 
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# fink, Idies but when [look at the fweet Yefis, I live. 
s¢ I may refolve with Dr. Prefer (O that I contd ! 
& and fly, I have ofien tried GOD, and now I'll r 
him. *Tis a good refolution: Lord help me to it !” 

In his diary, a little before his end, he wrote thus: * FE 
«© do more ice into the great myftery of our justification 
*¢ by faith, merely of ~ There is no refpeét in it to 
¢ this or that ; but Zefur Cbriff having wrought out 2 
«€ redemption for us, and by his ative and paffive obedi- 
“€ ence procured a fofficient righteoufnets, and rpade a 
«€ tender of it in the gofpel, it es mine by my ac~ 
«© ceptance of it, and relying on it alone for falvation. 
<< And fhall I not accept of it? God forbid. 1 fee there 
“6 are two things wherein I cannot eafily exceed, namely, 
« in afcribing to the grace of GOD, the freenefs and 
*¢ yiches of it, man’s faivation ; and in afcribing to the 
6 tighteoufnefs of Chrift, man's juftification.” 

His Iaft words were Creaking of Corsgt) 2 * O what 
 fhall I fay ? He is altogether lovely. Q, all our praifes 
«< of him are poor and low things!” And then added, 
$¢ His glorious angels are come tor me!" Upon the faying 
of this, he clofed his own eycs on the Lord’s day, about 
three in the afternoon, Ofeter 16, 1697. 


WILLIAM BATES, D.D. 


HIS very excellent Scholar and Divine was born in 
November 1625, and, after a fuitable fchool-educ ation, 

was fent to Cambridge, where he was admitted of Emanuel 
College, from which he removed to King’s, in 1644. He 
commenced bachelor of arts in 1647, and, applying him- 
felf to tho ftudy of divinity, became a diftinguithed 
eacher among the pre{byterians. In a courfe of time, 
fe ‘was appointed vicar of St. Duu/ften's in the Welt, 
Landon ; and joined with feveral other divines in preaching 
a morning-exercife at Cripplegate church, At this exer= 
cife Dr. Tillotfon preached, in September 1661, tho firft 
fermon which was ever printed by him. Upon the 
yeftoration of K. Charles Il. Mr. Bares was. made one 
of his majefty’s chaplains; and, in the November follow- 
ing, was admitted, together with Mr. Zsomes Facomb 
and Mr. Robert Wilde, tothe of doétor in divinity 
in the univerfty of Cambridge, by royal mandate. iene 
ing’s 
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King’s letter to this purpofe was dated on the ninth of 
that month. 

About the fame time, he was offered the deanery of 
Litchfield and Coventry, which he refufed; and it is faig 
that he might afterwards have been raifed to any bifh- 
pric in the kingdom, if he would have ccaformed to tha 
eftablithed church. Dr. Bates was onc of the commiffi- 
oners at the Savey conference in 16¢>, for reviewing the 
public liturgy, and was concerned in drawing up the 
exceptions again the common praszr, He was, like- 
wife, chofén on the part of the prctnyterian minifters, 
together with Dr. Facomb and Mr. faxter, to manage 
rhe difpute with Dr. Pearfen, afterwar's bithop of Cheficry 
Dr. Gunning, afterwards bifhop of Ely, and Dr. Sparrow, 
afterwards bithop of Evy. In 1665, ue took the oath 
required of the nonconformifts, 1t was to this purpofe ; 
that they should fwear, ‘that it was not lawful, upon 
© any pretence whatever, to take arms againft the king 5 
* and that they abhorred the traiterous pofition of taking 
« arms, by his authority, againft his perfon, or againit 
* thofe, that are commifiioned by him, in purfuance of 
* fuch commiffion ; and that they would not at any time 
* endeavor any alteration in the government, either in 
* charch or in flate.” Thofe who refufed this oath were 
ta be reftrained from coming (except upon the road) 
within five miles of any city or corporation, or any 
place which fent burgeffes to parliament, or where they 

a& been minifters, or had preached fince the aét of 
oblivion. The act, which impofed this oath, openly ac- 
cufed the nonconformift ifters of feditious do¢trincs 
and praétices, Hereupon fome of them fludied how to 
take the oath lawfully ; and Dr. Bares confulted the lord- 
keeper Bridgman, who promifed to be prefent at the next 
feffions, and openly to declare from the bench, that by 
éndeavor to change the government in church, was meant 
only ‘unlawful endeavor » which fatisfying him, he 
thereby fatisfied others; and accordingly twenty of them 
came in at the feffions, and took the oath. ir. Bates 
wrote a letter herenpon to Mr. Baxter, reprefenting the 
cafe, and the reafons upon which the minifters aéted ; 
but Mr. Baxter, who gives us this account, tells us, 
that the arguments ufed in the letter fecmed to hun not 
fufficient to enervate the force of the objections againft 
their taking the oath, hy the a commonly called the 
Five-mile A@, and which had paffed im the parliament 
held that year at Gord, on account of the plague’s being 
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ia London. When, about Faauary 1667-8, a treaty was 

fs Londo by Sir Oriente Bridgman, lord-keeper of the 
great feal, and countenanced by the lord chief baron 
‘Hale, for a comprehenfion of fuch of the diffenters ax 
could be brought into the communion of the church, 
and for a toleration of Br reft, Dre Bates was one of the 
divines who, on the Ib ian fide, were en; in 
drawing up's {cheme of the alterations and Se one 
defired by that party. 

He was concerned, likewife, in another fruitlefs at- 
tempt of ths fame kind, which was made in 1674. Dr. 
Bates bore a moft excellent charaSter. Mr. Baxter ftyles 
him a learned, judicious, and moterate divine. Mr. ta 
Hows, formerly fellow of Magdalen-Callege in Oxford, 
in his funeral’ fermon for him on Joba xi. 16. has 
given his charaGer at large. He reprefents him as a 
gman of the mot graceful appearance and deportment ; 
of itrong natural abilities, and extenfive learning; of an 
admirable memory ; a great collector and devoorer of 
books; of the mot agreeable and ufeful converfation 3 
and. remarkable for a peculiar {pirit of moderation, an 
zeal for nnion among chriflians, and was honored with 
the efteem and acquaintance of lord keeper Bridgman, 
Jord chancellor Finch, and his fon, the earl of Nottingham. 
Dr. ZiHotfon had fuch an opinion of our nonconformi: 
Jearning and temper, that it became the ground of a 
freindfhip between them, which continued to the death 
of that prelate. Dr. Bates ufed his intereft with the 
archbifhop, in Prgcoring a pardon for Dr. Nathaniel 
Crew, bithop of Durbam, who, for his condué in the 
ecclefiaftical commiffion, bad been excepted out of the 
ad of indemnity, which paffed in 1690. 

‘When the diffenters prefented their addrefs to K. 
William and Q. Mary, on their acceffion to the throne, 
the two fpeeches to their majefties were delivered by Dr. 
Bates. The dostor was much refpected by K. Williams 
and Q. Mary often employed herfelf in her clofet 
with his writings. His » during the latter part 
of his life, was at Hackney, where he preached to a re+ 
fpeGable fociety of proteftant diffenters; and at that 
place he died, on the 14th of Fuly, 1699, in the feventy- 

urth year of his age. 

‘Thus much for his Hiftory. As to his character, it 
was, through grace, of the moft exemplary kind. He 
had great natural talents, ond great acquired abilities 5 
and his hzppinefs it wag to cmploy the whole Pa the 
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Service of GOD and hie people. «In giving fome ae~ 
count of him (fays the no lefe excellent Mr. Howe in 
his funeral fermon upon Dr. Bates) one cannot omit 
taking notice of the gracefal mien and comelinefs of his 
perfon, which was adapted to command refpe@ in 
that public ftation for which providence defigned him. 
His concern lay not only with mean men, (Ghough he 
knew how to condefcend to the meaneft) ie was to and 
before Bingt. Te is well known in what relation he ftood 
to one, (namely, K. Charles I. to whom he was chap- 
lain), as long as was convenient for certain purpofes; and 
how frequent occafion he had of appearing (never unac- 
ceptably) before another, namely, K. William \I1. His 
afpeét waa decently grave and amiable, fach as might com- 
mand both reverence and love. To ufe his own words 
(concerning alderman d/surf) ** a conftant ferenity 
reigned in his countenance ; the vifible fign of the divine 
“© calm in his breaft.” 

His endowments (fays another writer) were much be- 
yond the common rate. His apprehenfion was quick and 
clear: his reafoning faculty acute and ready, fo as to ma- 
mage an argument to great advantage. His judgement was 
prnetrating and folid: His wit never light or vain, though 

etious and pleafant, by the he!p of a vigorous and lively 
imagination, always obedient to reafon. is memory was 
admirable, and was never obferved to fail; nor was it im- 
paired to the laft, He could repeat, verbatim, Speeches 
which he had made on particular occafions, though he had 
not penned a word of them; and be conflantly delivered 
his fermons from his memory, which he fometimes faid, 
with an amiable freedom, he continued to do when he 
grew in years, partly to teach fome, who were younger, to 
preach without notes. He was + fenerally reputed one of 
the beft orators of the age. His voice was charming: 
His language always neat and fine; but unaffected, free 
and plain. [Hence he was called the filver-tongued Dr. 
Bates by his contemporaries; for it feems to have been 
indeed * a well-tuned cymbal.”] His method in all his 
difgourfes might be expofed to the fevereft critics. His 
agi was polite, yet eafy, and to himfelf the moft natural. 

is frequent and apt fimilitudes and allufions (the produce 
of a vivid fancy, regulated by judgement and fanétified by 
grace) greatly ferved his pious purpofe, to illuftrate the 
troth he defigned to recommend, and give ir the greateft 
advantage for entering the mind with light and pleafure, 
fo as at once to infiract and delight the hearer. “That fine 
way 
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way of expreffing himfelf (which fome were difpofed to 
cenfure) was become habitual to him, and he pleafed others 
by it much more than himfelf; for he commended Mr. 
«¢ Baxter for the noble negligence of his ftyle,” and fays that 
«€ his great mind could not ftoop to the affected eloquence 
«© of words."—* Very excellent men (faid Mr. Howe, 
© {peaking upon this point) excel in different ways: The 
«© moft radiant {tones may differ in colour, where they do 
« not in value’—His learning was a vaft treafure, and hie 
knowledge of books fo great, that one who was as great a 
pillar and as bright an ornament of the church of England 
as ever it had, was known to fay, ¢ that were he to col- 
led a library, he would as foon confult Dr. Bates 23 any 
one he knew.’-—* I never knew any one (fays Mr. Howe) 
more frequent or affectionate in the admiration of divine 
race, upon all occafions, than he was, as none had a 
Seeper fenfe of the impotence and pravity .of human 
nature. Into what tranfports of admiration of the love 
of GOD have I feen him break forth, when fome 
things not immediately relating to practical odlinefs 
had taken up great part of our time! How eafy a ftep 
did he make of it from earth to heaven! With what 
high flights of thought and affection was he wont to 
{peak of the heavenly ftate! Even like a man much 
more akin to the other world than this. Let thofe who 
often vifited him fay, whether he did not ufually fend 
them away with fomewhat that tended to better their 
€ fpirits, and quicken them in their way heavenwards.” 
ie funeral fermon was preached by Mr. Howe, as be-~ 
fore-mentioned, and contains a moit paffionate lamenta~ 
tion of his death, ina ftrength of language peculiar to that 
great writer. It is often to be met with alone im 12me. 
His Woags, ‘1, Difcourfes on the Exiftence of GOD 3 
the Immort: of the Soul; and the Divinity of the 
Chriftian Rell eta Tbe, Harmony of the Divine 
Attributes. , IIT. e Breat of Refignation. . 
The Danger of Profperity.. V- Sermon on Forgive: 
nefs of Sins. VI. Sure Trial of Uprightnefs, 
WII. The Four laft Things; viz. Death, ud ents 
Heaven, and Hell: In which his Book called, The Final 
Happinefs of Man ig included. VIII. Of Spiritual Per~ 
fection. IX. Eleven Sermons on feveral Occafions. 
<X. A Sermon on the Death of Q. Mary. XI. On the 
Death of Dr. Afenton. XII. On the Death of Dr. 
Pais XI. On the Death of Mr. Boxter, XIV. 
mn the Deathof Mr. David Clarifen. XV. Onthe Dest, 
o! 
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of Mr. Benjamin Afourf. XVI. On Divine Meditation; 
XVII. On the Fear of GOD, &c. XVII, The Lives 
of feveral Gant Pesfons in Eatin” tice f 

‘The above eighteen pieces, which ha ratel 
printed, were colleéted into one yolume in folia Sr betiaes 
which @ pofthumous piece of his appeared in Offavey 
containing fome ‘* Serthons on the Everlafting Refit of 
the Saints.” He wrote, likewife, in conjunction with Mr. 
Howe, “ A Prefatory Epiftle to Mr. Chaffy’s Treatife 
of the Sabbath,” upon its being reprinted ; and another 
petare, “lord Stair’: Vindication of the Divine Attri-~ 
motes.” i. 

Dr. Bates is univerfally underftood to fave been the 
politeft writer among the Nonconformifis of the lait 


century. 


WILLIAM BURKITT, M.M, 
VICAR and LECTURER of Devnam, Efix. 


7P Rs ufefal and exemplary Divine was the fon of the 
reverend Miles Burkitt, M. A. who was ejected by 
the A& of Uniformity from Neti/herd in Norfolk, in the 
xa poe Mr. tes Ham Sarit was born at aia in 

suffolk, 25, 1650. In his childhood he appeared to 
hae with an excelient memory, which, througlt 
the happinefs of grace and a good education, became * 
facred repofitory. Mr. Gof of Bilfon was his firft {chool~ 
imafter for a year: He was thence fent for education to the 
fchool at Stow-MMarket, whence he was removed to Cam~ 
bridge fchool, under Mr. Griffin. While he was there it 
pleafed GOD to vifit him with the fmall-pox, which proved 
2 happy difpenfation to him, for then GOD began, by the 
influence of his Holy Spirit, to move him to attend in ear- 
neft to the things of his peace, and wrought an holy change 
in the temper of his mifd. After his recovery from his 
dangerous difeafe he was admitted into Pemibrolt-Halj, un- 
der the tuition of Mr, Gibés, and, upon his tutor’s re- 
taoving from the college, Mr. Abel, of the fame houfe, 
took him under his care. From the college he came ta 
Bilfon-Hall in Suffolk, and was chaplain there. He en- 
tered upon the miniftry very early, after having been or- 
dxined by bithop Reyncid:, and not long after was feted 
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8t Milder in Suffolk, 2t which place he was mi 
twenty-one years, and which at this time is alfo happily 
favored by the clear and lively preaching of evangelical 
truth. In 1692 he removed to Dedham in Effex. 

Mr. Burkitt kept a diary, in which are recorded, the 
hiftory of divine providence towards him, and many re- 
markable deliverances youchfafed to him. In this dary, 
ate alfo contained his thankful acknowledgements of diving 
affi tance and fuccefs in his ministry, and the humble con- 
feffions of his fins and weakneffes, fc. As nothing fo 
fully opens the interior of the foul as a perfon’s diary 
fome paflages from it, evincing the pious fpirit of Mr. 
Burkitt, may be yery acceptable and ufeful, efpecially to 
fach who are conyeifant with his writings. © While L 
«continued, fays he, at fchool in Cambsldge, it pleated 
«<< GOD to vifit me with the fmall-pox, but very favor- 
*¢ ably, and, as I hope, in tt mercy laying the foun- 
« dauion of my fpiritual health in that ficknets; working, 
*€ as L hope, a prevailing thorough change in the very 
« frame and difpolition of my foul. May my foul, and 
«© all that is within me blefs thy name, O Loid, that this 
“ ficknefs fhou'd, by the bleffing of thine Holy Spirit, 
«¢ open my blind eyes, which hath clofed the eyes of to 
«6 many in darknets and death! O harey, ficknefs, that 
*© ends in the recovery of the foul to GOD ! 

«© In 1066, GOD vifited the town of Cambridge with the 
“e plague. The itadents in generat fled into the country. 
«¢ ] with two or three more continued fhut up iu the 
«+ college, and fiom my chamber window 1 beheld the 
«© dead bodies of perfons, {wept away by the infection, 
<< carried to their burial. Thefe folesan ipeétacles, toge- 
«« ther with the melancholy condition of the town and 
nation, brought my foul toa holy ferioufnefs. 

“¢ At Eafter 1681, before my approach to the table of 
«* the Lord, I took fome freth pains with my own heart, 
“© to find out the ftate of my foul.” 

After this paragraph follow feveral indications of in- 
tegrity and fincenty in religion, namely, “ A fight of the 
«¢ deformity and finfulnefs of fin, and of the {dperlative 
«« beauty and excellency of Chri? A love to the woid 
& of GOD, not only to his promifes, but his commands, 
s© hecaufe of their purity and holinefs. An apprehenfion 
«© of danger in reiting upon oor own works and righte~ 
«* oufnefa. Finding it the hardeft matter in the world to 
«¢ believe aright. Grief for want of more godly (orrow 
4 for fin, Jealoufy left hypocrify fhould he at the hot- 

“ tome 
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“© tom. To have 4 regard in our sions to the principh 
© the motive, and the end. Solemn dedications of fai 
«© felves toGOD. Watching and prayer againit the fins 
to which we are moft inclined, as feeking in religious 
a performancts the praife and applavfe of men. , Real 
« aMi@ion for not loving GOD more. Due regard to 
4 the duties of the fecond” table, fuch as to owe no man 
a¢ any thing, but love—rather to fuffer thai do wrong— 
“* to preferve the reputation pf others—to value others 
“ by their real worth, and_not by their regards to uss 
“© Valuing the image of our Lord and Saviour, in whom- 
‘* foever it appears, and efteeming them moft who are 
«« moft like him in holinefs. Loving our enemies, pray- 
«* ing for them, and doing them le 

+ 3, 16B2, my nei ring brother in the mi- 
« niftry, Mr. Thomp/on of , after having preached 
« on the Lord’s-day, was farprifed by an apoplexy, and 
«« died ina fhort time. Lord, who am I, that 1 fhould 
«< yet farvive amidft the funerals of them who were 
«© younger, ftronger, better, and more ufeful than my- 
ae par ‘O let me double my diligence in working out my 
«© own, and helping forward the falvation of others, while 
** the day of patience laits; for thou, Lord, comeét in an 
«© hour of which we are not aware! 

«* New-Year’ s-day, 1684, I was up foon efter four o'clock, 
«6 defiring earneftly to begin the year with GOD, to re+ 
*¢ new my covenant with him, and to engage myfelf ix 
«an holy vigilancy and circumfpeét walking with and be- 
«« fore the Lord the day following and the year following. 
4¢ The Lord keep it in the purpofe of my heart for ever 
*¢ to continue faithful to him ! tibet I ed 

« 25, 1686, being my birth-day, I engaged my- 
ce le Beote eet Bet eeaklon tine tf GOD end ey 
“© drefling-time to. fruitful tation of the mercy of a 
« night's reft, fome {pending their time in pain, fome in 
<« prifon, and fome in hell. 

About Midfummer 1687, I received a petition from 
“¢ Ipfwich, on behalf of the ¥; ench proteftant minifters, and 
*€ communicated the matter to feveral, whofe heasts the 
*© Lord fo gracioufly moved, that 1 colfeéted for them above 
“ an hundred pounds, The i ord make me thankful, who 
*¢ gave me an heart to compaffionate and help them.” 

ly bis book of accounts it appears at large, that this hia 
labor of love for the poor French exiles continued fix years 
fuccefively, namely, 1687, $8, 89, 90, 91, 92. In 
which time, though he lived but in a country village, bd 
fo 
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fo exerted himfelf far and near in this matter, as, by the 
merciful hand of his GOD with him, as himfelf exprefles 
it, to colleét from private bands no lefs than two hundred 
and fixteen pounds, feventeen fhillings; which whole fum, 
with a little overplus, is in a moft full and diftin&’ man- 
mer fet down as faithfully diftributed by him towards the 
relief of the faid French proteftants in Suffe/é and Efféx, &c. 
Remarkable alfo were his care, pains, and prudent conduct 
in the diftribution of this charity; for, as he gave fome 
art of it in {pecie, as neceflity required, fo that he might 
By ont the reft in the moft fragal manner for the furnifh- 
ing them with clothes and provifions, he rode about the 
country to the cheapeft markets, though he fometimes 
‘went a journey of near tw: miles for the purpofe. It 
may hot be improper to add clofe, which he himfelf 
fete at the foot of his pacer eae! 

«© AMl my charges, fa: in journeying from place 
to place, araifa for the Teerers to and fro, both which ar- 
ticles were very confiderable, and all my Jabor and pains 
T account as nothing, but look upon it as the greateft ho- 
nor of my life, that GOD made me fuch an inftrument 
for the relief of his perfecuted members. Soli Deo gloria 
a fervorum minime, Wiliam Burkitt. Ttiat is, To EoD 
oaly be glory given by the leatt of his fervants, MFilliam 
Burkitt.’ a 

« 24, 1688. 3 {pert fome confiderable time in 
writing letters of advice to fome young academics, and in 
prayer for a bleffing thereupon both to myfelf and them. 

« December 1692. Upon undertaking the charge of Ded= 
ham T refolved, by divine affiftante, upon the following 
courfe for the benefit of my people, namely, to pour out 
my foul to GOD every day in prayer for them, to preach 
conftantly thrice in the week, to adminifter the Lord’s 
fupper once in two months, to catechize the youth at 
church, and others at my houfe, and to go from houfe to 
houfe through the town, warning and direGing. 

“© Chri 1» 1696, being a fevere time for the poory 
through the feverity of the weather, and want of work by 
reafon of the great fearcity of money, I exhorted my 
people to turn the feafting of the rich into feeding the 
poor, affuring them, that, Jefs at the table, and more at 
the door, would be better accepted; and accordingly fenfts 
ing was univerfally Inid afide, and the poor plentifully re- 
lieved, At this time, I met with a very unjuft and unex< 

ed aceufation from ————, whom I ‘had faithfully 
lerved, and fought to oblige. The confcioufnels of my 

Vou. IV. i own 
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own innocence fupported me; and I hope, GOD will do 
me'good by all. Some perfons had never had a particular 
fhare in my prayers, but for the injuries they have dois 
me, Gob Fozored me fometimes in fuffering his own 
enemies to declare themfelves mine; however, he often 
convinced, and always reftrained them, that they could not 
confiderably hurt me, Bleffed be my defence, and the 
GOD of my mercy !” 

After having given thefe fpecimens of Mr. Burkit#’s 
diary, which fhew of what a devout, humble, benevo- 
Jent, forgiving {pirit this excellent minifter was poffeffed, 
we now proceed to fpeak of his work in the minifiry. 
Mr. Burkitt preached much, fpared not himfelf at home, 
or abroad, and delighted in his Mafter’s work. In his 

reaching, he was clear and eafy to be underftood, calcu- 

ating his difcourfes to profit his hearers, Befide his hea- 

venly matter and acceptable words, there was fomething 

of a charm in his voice; and it pleafed GOD to crown 

his public labors with Ercat faccefs upon many of his hear- 

ers. He wanted not feals of his divine miffion.* He nia 
v 


‘© Te is hardly poffible to. pat over the warm and fuithfal addrefi, 
svhich hie reverend brother-in-law Mr. Parkburft has given to his bree 
ren of the clergy upon the occalion of Mr. Burtitr’s death and there 
fore [will profent it tomy Readera without further apology. "Some parts 
eee einet Mckee fer Chrif, wd thepherd people, and 
s ‘e are ambafii for , erds to our ley mn 
fet aa watchmen over our feveral tions. And, 
‘Let us receive the admonition GOD gave to the prophet in Biek. 
xxii. 7,8,9. Sothex fox ofmas, fc. Lat uswarn the wicked fromGOD's 
mouth, according to his word in the boly fcriprures, of the evil and dan- 
of fin allowed and continued in, though though counted lierle 
in the eye of the world, informing them that fin 
GOD, 2 fight put upon As ney end go 
and covenant, and muf end if. a 1 lof and mifery. ‘This ie the 
fam. of the warning we thoukl give. And we thould deliver ix in fuck 
a manner, that they, that are warned by us, may believe us in earneft, 
‘and that we think as we fpeak. And our warnings thould be attended 
‘with clear inftroGiions to them concerning the credenda, agenda, and 
petendas and with prayer in Seeret for direétion in compofing our fer- 
Tnons, as may beet ferve 10 awaken their confticnces, and to prevail upon 
them to reform their hearta and Lives, And as alluring them to comply 
with our folemn admonitions, et ws unfold to them their miferable con- 
dition by nature, the infinite mercies of GOD to finners in the covenant 
of grace, the merits of Chrif, the mighty favor of giving grace and a 
new heart, and not only accepting ic. 

“TE, As a goad in ‘cnr ides, to excite to great, diligence itt 
one, initey, Ibe us soolider che, peril attending “orgligencn, the 
requiring ood ithing fouls at our hands, and reputin, 
vs as the worft fort of fourderers. AND THIS 13 50 waicars: 
4 THING, AND RENDEES THE MINIETRY 80 AWFUL, THAT 

TAR 
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allowed liberty of in his own words, and herein 
fs divine pease and fo moving expreffions, aft. 
ing the affeétions of fach who joined in prayer with him, 
He adminiftered the Lord’s prayer with mach folemnity 3 
and his fermon and prayer before it were adapted to infptre 
deep devotion in the compmraniconts, He id time jie, 
2 vific 





‘THE BRUT PREPZRMERT 1M EQROFE 319 KOT A SUFFICIENT 
TEMFTATION TO AR AWAKAEED MIND TO UNDERTAKE THD 
Orrica. | But it iuay be faid, How comes it then to paft that any en 
gege in ie 

+" Anfwer x. Some few, like primitive men, undeitake it with ua- 
derfiandmg, and out of pure zeal for the fervice and glory of GOD, 
tnd 1a love’to fouieg bat'a child raay wrise thera. 

a. The anoft of us I fear engage in it bel it before we maturely confider. 
‘And when we come to forme depth of cbniidthng, we find wa cannot retire, 
having put our Soul tothe Raabe fo we grow folicitous about ma- 
naging the office with fafety to our own fouls; snd dien we fecl that no 
manrentacehe Seer roeramaeraii and that only udefireto 

‘GOD, and love to fouls, can fweeten the calling to us, chat in at- 
Bieced sath th touch diffculey nad pers Were we only to perforn ake 
pomer offices; and preach fo many times in a year, there wae no 
bran ine tea af gerakens, ends minitien Au 
and vifite > in expeBtat gan wc 
[sheryl Bobo tae ie weigher faded, an the fuinifer 
Riad tather dig for a sraifon veri ‘chufe, than be a pattor to 
bien “And if i be ii like deo Taoegh pita] 
is incumbent on them, as parente and + 3 anfwer, 
ee true, and © that they would conlider it? Sat ou dang not 
cfs by this, but more accumulated, fore miniffters being alfo parents 
mud ad maitre. Now in confideration of the i atending unfaithfule 
f dnd negligence in our office, let us implore divine aid, am 
the loin rae beige put forth our fiength in our mu Orson ASE 
bllen oP bling reputed veny ingenious mes,'wil be Laried ned Tal 
ambition 5 5 men, will be 
inven endeavor eAea th ae 
“IH. To dui our minifty, 
conveifetion, thiniag as lights th = dak ead 
ment with what we itad, and ‘and 
















wanting, 

rae’ 

23, 935 
jes aad mith more wpoa our heats; Many sill 

that in thy to 

Dy me, ity. ‘We thould lesd by example is 

Eb eaberngeh bem Wien hg 
iving, Gc. jf thas oe tnay be Cupinplny, Ic us inieare our 
ord and Redeeiber. 


‘dur imitation 5 aa poplin Be rey wd spl re 


weral ; th rs ecclefiaftics, and the 
Beribes ond Fhavitoe, Fieger oar rer reo ‘fox. Now Bnct 


we hi im hia mer 2 tnd wath in his and depend on bis merits, 
ahd glory im bis assec, let we tread in od, tad einer 
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vifit the fick, and others, and in their houfes to inftma, 
admonifh, exhort, and comfort them, as their cafes re- 
quired. In his vifits to the poor, he not only miniftered 
to their fouls, but inquired into their bodily wants, and 
produred for them the fepplies needed, Among his 
intimate acquaintance he was 1, but yet always in- 

clined 


IV. Asun attraftive to faithfulmefs and great. {nour miniftry, 
Jet us contemplate the fafety and reward that attendeit. In thus doing we 
fhall deliver our own fouls from lying down in forrow, from dereliing in 
darknefs, and with the apoftate, infernal fpirits, Aud befides this, we 
thal thine as the brightncfs of the firmament, 2a the flars, and as the 
fun, in the kingdom of our Father. In the confideration of thefe thin, 
Jet us be diligent, Redfatt, wu: nd abounding in our mini 

ial work, that our labor may not be in And if this life I have 

ay contribute hereunto, I fhall rejoice. sind let me add this 
that our preaching be managed with refpet to the prevailin, 
errors of our times, to prevent our cangregations from being inf 
by them. ‘Dein isthe coking error among men of parts and learning; 
Sreterdag gay outural religions ea ity go fopernateral od ditt 
ferving only natural rion, Hn; fopernat and divine] 
Freed Eepee IF cire'be not taken, religion among Ue wi 
be only remembering our Creator, forgetting our Redeemer and Com— 
forter, and the addreffes in our go'no farther than to GOD 
the Father of Heaven, Let us then the divinity of Céryf, the 
incarnation of the 8on of GOD, and thew our people, that Jef than 
one truly GOD could not have been a fufficient king, > OF, 
to the church. And let us not fail to open and confirm to them the 
doSrine of Cérif's fatisfution made for our fins, by hie being a real fa- 
rides, nude Sn or a Bo-offering for us. | ‘Too meny in our age depre- 
— Chrift, and Scoguat him only the moft extellent man that cver was. 
And let us, in a jult oppofition, magnify Cbrif, and acquaint our con~ 
grepabions, shat Lis golags forth aosre fram cverlafiings that be Ly the 
mighty GOD, and sverlafting Father: And that he did not die only aa & 
martyr, bearing teftimony to trath, but dying charged with our fine, 
bearing our iniquiti fufferings, and atoning for them, a6 is abun- 
@antly declued in fcripture, and in the communion office of our church, 
nd id fome of the collette. Tn defeace of the chriazan religion, let ne 
preach more of the perfon, natures, and offices of Cbryf, and of juftifi- 
«ation, not by ouf bet works, butby him, and faith in him, which isthe 
church of Bugland dofttine. Let us not ttop in the didtates of Plutarch, 
Seneca, and ‘, but direftly preach the evangelical trathe con~ 
cerning cor: a) him 3 and let our people know 
crue faith ia ay needful to falvation as « good life, in ition to » 
ing, fpreading, pernicious error, that it matters not what men be- 

Fieve, provided they live a good lifes and that a Few, or a Terk, of an 

eathen, arc in #8 good 2 condition as Chriftians, provided that they are 
not debauched an: in their manners. Amd that we may ftem the 
‘avian and Secixian tide, let us much concerning the Hol 
Spirit, and thew our con; i is GOD, and a peon diftin 
from Father and Son, though the fame in eflence. Let us thew them 
‘the Holy Spirit's co-operation with Father and Son in the works of crea- 
tion, providence, rederoption, a@tification, and refarredtion his offices 
with repeit to ‘the church and people of GOD, being their teacher, 
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clined to quit the innocent pleafantry, and turn the dif- 
courfe into a ferious channel. In his common converfa- 
tiom; he conduéted himfelf with fobriety, juttice, humility, 
and affability. No {pots were to be found in his feafts; nw 
unworthy behavior ftained his holy charaéter, Wherever 
he appeared, there appeared the chriftian and the minifter. 

13 ‘lam 
GanBifier, helper, remembrancer, and comforter, and that no good 
thing is done well withvut his influence, aid, and afiftamce. Confidcring 
our being baptized in the name of the Holy Ghoft, and that our bodies 
gre hie temples, and he feala we torthe day of redemption, we fhould not 
in our Sermons be filent concerning the Holy Spirit. "The feripture (peaks 
much of the Holy Spirit, and therefore we thould fpeak of him not & 











little ; and the rather, that aur congregations may pray with underitand- 
ings ut thy Holy Sprit from us. Cleanfe F thoughts of our Barts 
the iration of tl Spirit. Sead. thy ‘Holy Spirit into oxr 


peNird thas the conchation of feveral prayere may’ bet waderhoed, 
and not be harder than Latin to them, viz. wo liveth and reigactb vith 
thee and the Holy Spirit. And if by much preaching of Gériff and the 
‘Holy Spisit the peaple be inured to thoughts of, and depeadence upon 
Cirle, wad the Holy Spisit, fe will not be fo exly to deifts to 
them. Not that I would in the Jeat diver from praétical presching by 
what I have aids for every doftrine concerning Cérif and the Holy 
Spirit may be improved in an application to the urging and promoting 
wictue and godlineft, as St. Chrsfofem's expofitions of ne are at= 
tended with his HOTK ON, ‘And alferedly, exhortations to piety und holi~ 
nefs in general, or to any particuler ‘of godlinef, are rendered more 
lively by being grafted upon the ftock of fame evangelical truth. Thie 
‘vas St. Pan's method in his epiftics to the Romans, Galatians, Epbchans, 
revealed truths, 


ms the divinity of Chrif, or fication by faith, of 
he like, and then br ts, children, mafters, 
Servants, hufbands, and wives, to live becoming the gofpel, in all holi- 
‘We may then fafficicntly attend to our endeavoring the refors 
mation of our feveral congregations, and yet preach much concerning 
Chrift, and the Holy Ghoft. And we have gieat patterns of it in our 
own church, and may bave great help in it from the writings of fome of 
them of great name, ae archbilbop Uber, bithop Pearfon, dotior Jackfon, 
and others. And as moving to this, it is a deplorable thing, that as 
Britain bred the author of the Pelagian herefy, there thould now be {o 
much danger of the reviving Arians in this land. Let us then wl 
‘our endeavors to kecp up the great doftrines of the Trinity, and incar- 
tation of the Son of GOD; ‘and his fatisfadtion, and jutiécation by 
him, und of the impotency and of nature to faith and godli- 
eft, and of our necd of the aides ct 
ing thefe things. Religion » 
dofcnes, and T veil Selege piety ‘will decay where thefe doftrines ard 
forfaken,’or not heeded. Seren a better fervice than by 
- maingaining them in our preaching by fcripture arguments, that it may 
pear we Spotl Sariaesves cx axe} amd uct only bereui otherwica 
we cannot read the church fervice, in which we bave Te Deum, Glor, 
Patri, Fit. Sp. Sandl. and addveties to Chrif, O Lamb of GOD, Sex of 
David, bave merg ox vs, and the like. 1 fall eonclade'so yon, 
‘my eeverend brethren, with my earneft withes, that we may be endued 
wit 
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¢ I am affured from one (fays Mr. Parkburf, probably 
ment his site) that he at be oHioy ea an uninterrupted calm- 
and ferenity lived in the omtertable 
Bones of GoD? Pees to his foul, and his title to 
for feveral years before he died: A mercy, that tl 
are involved i in the bufinefs of the world, and fwallawed 
up in the pleafures of fin and fenfuality, are rangers to 
and will not believe.” Some treated him unkind! 
forbore {peaking either bitterly or cantemptibly oh his epe~ 
mies; and, if ¢ needed his fervice, he wat ready to af- 
ford them it, heay ing coals of fire upon their heads. Know- 
ing the mifthie& of animofities, be ufed his perfuafions, 
his inverelt, » ang bis fri friends to reduce his jarring pabors 
to peace, and left nothing in his power undone to 
reconciliation. In reference to young perfons, befides hie 
Pudlle catechifing of them, which he cbnduéted in a very 
le manner, he was hveny Sm frequent, Solemn, and im- 
Portanate in big petitions to them. wero 
upon his thoughts, an and. or ‘are for them wag that 
ite might yomember their Creator in the days of their 


outhy 

Hie family religion wat fuch as became the gofpel. Hig 

houfe was a houfe of morning and evening prayers, and 

the reading of the {criptures as wa eoty chterved in It, 

that many times attended with fition. olde Basil 
rayer twice in the day, he ates, with the Bene intimate 

companion of his cares, joys, and forrows. He wag a firi& 

obferver of the Lord’, day, and did not think the duties 

of the day were over, when the public worfhip of GOD 

‘was at an end; but he {pent the evening with hia family 


with powe. from on high to falél the mini wee 
Sona ad eee et esnaroon cae we marge ‘with folations 
we have munficced to fach ax we bave jo of GOD in 


i thia may be added (en teeter tn 
oF the minster, who mof honors the church of 
«3. He, who in doftnne comes nearef to rt ghaty-aine a articter, 
ves end honors the shore of. Hand more than they who corlradiet 
wucles, in which the gburch of 53 ednfetfion of 


om ce fof our holy forms, ix lemny feign, and 

pl Aer epee Englaed more than they who 

Agverence in chvine offices, 

‘8718 in is conte bom, according ta the gravity of 

hs cloone! larval gid honors the chasch of England see tbestthey ha 
sppesr pith mack fi apd levity, snd comply wath rot and deordar 

He, who fpehds moh ro hi ne i ying Faraching, Prayiog. 

gud wilting his Hock, ferves and bonors the church of Bimgland coare C5, 

Ghey who waste push time in j jnpocent secyeatipna, ox wulee 
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in hearing them read the feriptures, in examining them 
«concerning the fermons they had heard, in catechizi 
them, in praifing GOD, and in praying with them 
forthem. He was a great redeemer of ime. Variety of 
bufinefe and improvement were his chief diverfions. He 
‘was a man more than ordinarily mortified to the pleafures 
and vanities of the world. 

« Upon the Lord’s day, Ober 37, 1703, in the place 
{faye Mr. Parkburf’) where he had steal the caule of 
GOD again Rome, the caufe of Chrift againft deifm, 
the caufe of the Holy Ghoft agamnft the deriders of his 
name and office, the caufe of faith againf juftification by 
imperfe& works, and the caute of {pecial grace againit the 
pretended powers of nature to fave; he was ftruck with 
that fickne% which put an end to his days. His diforder 
‘was fgch as made him leave his beloved place the houfe of 
GOD, and it proved the laft time of his appearance there. 
Upon returning to his houfe his diftemper increafed, but 
with intermiffions, allowing fome happy moments for think- 
ng and fpeaking. In.the short time of bis illnefs, and in the 
view of approaching death, he very ferioufly entertai 
his friends who came to vifit him, and prayed mych him- 
felf with great ardor. In the mid{t of his bodily afli@tion, 
devout aspirations, and dleffed hopes, he remembered bis 
beloved Dedbam, and in the near approach of death 
a letter to his diocefan, recommending a fucceHfor to 
whom he hoped would be faithful and diligent in the fpi- 
ritual care of the flock he was now leaving. In his Giek- 
nefs, GOD made his face to fhine upon him. The Spirit 
of GOD witneffed with his fpirit his adoption, and he went 
with a full fail to heaven, as one of his much-valued 
friends, a witnefs of it, expreffed it, to whom {peaking of 
the high pleafures of the Lord’s fapper, in which they fad 
often joined, and calling the wine in the facrament the wine 
of the kingdom, he broke forth into thefe words, ‘¢ But 
what will it be to drink the wine of the kingdom in the 
kingdom ?” -'‘Taking folemn leave of a friend a day or two 

re his death, he faid; ‘* | fhall leave you; but ma 

the prefence of Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft be with 

ou; may the prefence of the whole Trinity be with you! 

hope to fee you again with joy, at the refarrettion of 
the juft.” And he added, ** What you have feen in me 
thar is and imitable, follow it; but what you have 
abferved is nor fo, let not your affection and leve to me 
{way you to do it.” 
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‘Thus lived and died this holy man. GOD blefled the 
town of Dedbam with Mr. Bartits’s miniftry and labore 
eleven yeara and an half, and removed him when he was 
not far gone in his declining age, when the powers of both 
body and mind were yet in their vigor. His ftrength was 
fuch, and he conduéted himfelf with fo much tem; nce 
and moderation in every thing but in his work (there in- 
tdeod he exceeded) that it might have been hoped that he 
had been built for fourfcore, but GOD took him away 
when he was but juit turned of fifty-three. A feven days? 
confli@ with a very malignant fever put an end to his life. 
He was taken with his death ficknefs upon one Lord’s day, 
when he was in the fervice of GOD at church, and he 
went to keep his everlasting fabbath on the Lord’s day 

fer, avout eleven o'clock in the forenoon, when he refted 
ym his labors, while his works do follow him. He 
preached fome time to the people of a country village at a 
confiderable diftance fram his own charge, who for a long 
feafon had been feldom provided with fermons, and, by 
ia endeavors, and contribution, and affiftance from others 
obtained by his intercft, that village had a fettled minifter 
far fome years. By his great care, pains, anu charges, 
he procured a pigns minifter to go and fettle in Carolinas 
And he expended not a little of that, with which GOD 
had bleffed him, toward the maintenance of fome poor ftu- 
dente in the univerfity of Cambridge. In his Jaft ficknefs, 
when his friends about him bewailed the gieat lofs which 
they feared was coming upon them by his deceafe, he de~ 
fired them ¢* not to be too much concerned for him, for 
to him to live would be Cérif, and to die would be gain;” 
and added, ‘* that GOD would provide for them.” Hea 
bleffed GOD that he had finifhed what he defigned upon 
the New Teftament; he faid, that he had ufhered this 
work into the world with many, very many prayers, and 
he hoped, through the divine bleffing, that it would prove 
very beneficial to many, and efpecially to his own people. 
‘The declaration of feveral perfons by his dying bed, that 
he had beer the inftrument of their converfion, put him 
into a tranfport of joy. His patience in his laft ficknefa 
‘wan very exemplary. He fad he had preached patience, 
and written of patience, and that therefore he was bound 
to pragtife patience. His frame in his ficknefe was a con- 
tinued feries of prayer, thank{giving, and chearful refigna- 
ven bes she divine will A Tae berets ie (hes out his 
eath, he prayed, “* Come, Lord Yrfes, make a 
hort wark of i 2 Hi 
: is 
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His Works. “ J. A funeral Sermon forthe Reverend 
Mc. /Pilhom Gurnall, on Heb, xiii. 7. TI. An argumen- 
tative and praétical Difcourfe on Infant Baptifm. IT. The 
Poor Man’s JIelp, and the Young Man’s Guide. IV. Fa~- 
mily InftreSuon, a Catechifm, explaining by short Quef- 
tions and Anfwers the great and neceflary "Doctrines oF 
Faith and Holinefs, V. His cetebrated Jarge work, en- 
titled, Expofitory Notes, with practical Oblervationg on, 
the New ‘eftament, folio.” 
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ILIP JAMES SPENER, was born the 3th of 
January 1635, at Rappolfweiler in the Upper Elfafs in 
‘ormany, of very pious parents, as he himfclf teftities, im 
his own account of his life, devoted him to the fer~ 
yice of GOD from his birth, ith refpeét to his natu- 
ral parts; he was endued with uncommon ingenuity, = 
yery retentive memory, and a moft penetrating judgement. 
‘To thefe three gifts, which are feldom to be met with in 
one perfon, we may add, that of an uncommon thirft for 
knowledge: So that he very early began to feek and tafte 
the fweetnefs of all ufeful learning. He had great advan- 
tages, both from his parents and others, for {piritual and 
moral improvements ; and he was very happily diligent ia 
profecuting and embracing them. All his leifure hours were 
employed in the fludy of hiftory, geography, and poetry. 
His acquirements, previous to his going to the univer- 
firy in the year 1651, being confiderable, he was promoted 
to'the degree of mafter of arts by the univerfity of Stra/burg 
in the eightéenth year of his age ; after difputing De conjir- 
matione nature rationalis ad Createrem, in which he parti~ 
cularly treated De if ngturali, and obferved fome 
things againft Hobbes and his nerions. Having before ap~ 
lied himfelf to the ftudy of Greck and Hebrew, (in t! 

Rormer of which he accuftomed himfelf to read, next to the 
New Teftament, the beft writers; in the latter, he ap- 

plied himfelf chiefly to the ftndy of the fcriprures ;) 
was able, in three quarters of a year, to difpute privately 
in the Hebrew tongue. In order to havea right, aoee 
ang 
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Saning of the Rabbins and Talmuds, he not only made 
ufe of the inftrudtiona of a Few, but alfo, in the year 1659, 
went to Bafi, to embrace an opportunity of improving 
his know! in this way under the celebrated Auster}. 
He much applied bi to hiftory, particularly ¢l 
German hiftory, from the moft antient authors; he was 
alfo well inftruéted in the Arabic. On the 14th day of 
June 1654, he be his Studium Yboologicum. Thus di- 
vine providence directed his ftudies to anfwer the end for 
which he was defigned. 

In the year 1654 he was appointed preceptor to the two 
princely brothers, duke Cériffias and duke Era ‘Fobu 
Charles, counts Palatine upon the Rhine, with whom he 
returned to Stra/burg, and there inftruQed them a year ang 
a haif: In which time he had but little Seifurg to apply 
himfelf to his own particular ftudies. ‘Therefore, in the 
=, 1656, when the two counts were to travel to France, 

»» by tl sive of the divines, acne his isfy org? 5 
a din 6 journey might have pro 1a) to 
iho in his fady of divinity. Upon this he applied him- 
felf again to his ftudies, as far as his attendance on the 
JeQures would permit ; for having fettled an intimacy with 
moft of the principal men of the univerfity, by means of 
the princes, he attended their leCtures with great diligence, 
namely, of logic, metaphyfics, tc. As his mind, faring 
his relidence at the nivertity, was under very gracious 
impreffions, he was preferved the great dangers which 
an univerfity life expofed him to. He accuftomed himfelf, 
on the Lord's day, to have nothing todo with worldly mat- 
ters; nor even to engage him! in thofe theological ftu- 
dies by which he was only to be made more learned, and 
not more holy and heavenly minded. GOD having im- 
preffed this pious man, in his infinite mercy, with great 
eoncern for his own foul, he was the more canfiderate for 
the fouls of others. 

In the year 1662, during the time he was at Tubingen, 
a call bo fent from Se (ae wiih was not only 
a great cha rut mat iar CUlLiCs. 1s 
occafioned a ereat firuggle sabia mind, However, thie 
affair, for that apa va the ground. aa in ihe next 

ir, the magiftracy at Stra/burg, through the inftramen- 
init of Dre ‘Dannhenr, fent him a folenn call to the fe- 
cond place in the miniftry, which he accepted with great 
pleafure ; becaufe, during his whole Ray at Stra/burg, he 
continued to read lectures on divinity, hiftory, geography, 
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pnd politics. At this time he took the degree in doftor of 
Aivinicy. 

‘in the year 1666, he accepted a call to Frankfert, which 
was attentied with che care of many fouls. Oa the 38 of 
‘July he took a0 affeBionste farewe lof the | congregation, 
fm the cathedral of Strafburg, preachiig from Pjaim cxix- 

2. And. inthe temic othe fame month he arrived with 
is farnily in Frankfort. He remained at Frankfort twenty 
ears, namely, to the year 1686, when he was called to 
efden. It may not be unacceptable to the Reader, to be 
informed what paffed in this time in the church there; 
and will be beft underftood by his own wonds. <¢ Ic al- 
ways proved a weighty concern with me, after juftifica~ 
tion, to prefa forward towards greater degrees of fanétifi~ 
cation, The firft trong exciting thereto I experienced, 
by the grace of GOD, on the Gixth Ss after ‘Trinity, 
3 when I embraced an opportunity of reprovin; 
falfe unfarisfactory righteoufnefa of the Pharifees, ‘on 
cerning this fermon, which was afterwards printed, I have 
reafon’ to extol the of GOD, which was at that 
wtime fo manifefted, that the word pierced the heart almoft 
of one, according to diffs it. 2% Some the word 
had fuch an effect upon, that, becaufe they were diflurbed 
in their fecarity, they refolved never to come to the church 
again, Others were b it to experience a reverential 
awe at the majefty of GOD, confeffed their hypocnfy, 
and, by the grace of GOD, turned to him with all their 
hearts, From this time, I continued preaching the pure 
word of jufification by faith, without any refpett at ail to 
the merit of works, and pointed out the abfolute necofii 
of having a lively faith in 7cfus Chrif in order to be 
chriftians. The work of GOD being thus carried on, 
pot only by preaching, but alfo by catechizing the chil- 
dren, and other religious focieties; it is not to be wondered. 
at, that the devil, who faw his kingdom tottering and ex- 
fed to ryih, exerted all his power to put an end to the 
good work begun. To effect this, he made ufe of his 
cuftemary arts of lying and flander, perverting the truths 
of the gofpel which were confeffed PY. all ing chrif- 
tians to be true; inafmuch, through his fubtiley, the good 
Degioning made in Frankfort was by too many defpifed,” 
in May 1684, this pious minifter was by the privy oan 
fellor Seckendorff removed from Frankfort to Dy efdem, 
where he did not contipue Jong. The reafon of his di 
miffion from Dre/dee is thus reprefented. On the 22d of 
February 1689, after the example of his Predeceffors, Dr. 
caer: 
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Wellers and Dr. Gaers, he fent a letter to the eleGtor Fobx 
Gearge III. in which, with the moft profound refpeél, he 
laid re him the ftate of his foul. Some of the nobles 
reprefented this faithful dealing az an infult ; end their ar- 
guments fo far prevailed, that the ele€tor refolved never 
.to hear him again: And he retarned him his own letter, 
together with another, in which GOD fo governed hand 
an , that no hard words were made ufe of, From 
this time, the elector neither faw nor heard him. In 1690, 
a perfon having afferted in private converfation, that he 
had feen a copy of the letters (which was not true); it 
was from this time determined to difmifs him. This affair, 
however, paved his way for a call, which he received about 
this time fom Berlin, which he accepted, On Whitfunday 
r691» he preached his farewell fermon at the chapel royal 
at Drefden, on the gofpel of Fobn iii, 16,—21. And ‘on 
the fecond Sunday after Trinity he preached his intro- 
duétory fermon in St. Nichelas church in Berlin, on Luke 
xiv. 24. He always prayed that GOD would grant his 
Jatter years to behis beft; and, in that, he was gracioufly 
heard and anfwered. 

At the command of the elector, he prepared a treatife 
entitled, ‘* The deliverance of the golpel church from 
falfe accufations of divifion and communication with all 
heretics.” And, not long before his death, he finifhed, in 
mannutcript, ** A defence of the teftimony of the Godhead 
of our Lord Fefus Chrif.” From which writings the fitua- 
tion of the church at that time may be clearly fern. In 
the particular duties of his office in Berlin he publifhed 
fixty-fix fermons on the important article ¢* of regenera- 
tion :” And he Raraphrafed and explained the epiftle to the 
Galatians, and the firft epiftle of St. Fohn. At this period 
ene he wrote his famous ife ‘* ‘upon true and faving 

ith.’ 

‘We come now to fpeak of his death, which, according 
to the wife direGtion of the Lord of Iife and death, hap- 
pened on the fifth of February, 1705. His whole life bein, 
exemplary, there could be no raom to doubt but his deat! 
would be edit ‘2 and that the promife of P/aim xxxii. 8. 
would be fulfilled in him. As foon as he was feized with 
his lait illnefs, he fent for baron Hilderbrand van Canflein, 
and faid to him in private, The Lord being about to call 
him hence, he ed that the celebrated ‘ Rivest bora 
novifime, i.e. © Dr, Rivet’s laft hours,’ which he had 
bis younger days with much pleafure, might be 

; brought 
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Brought him. Among the reft, the follewing was very 
ieatsnt to him: * Thou art the téacher of fouls: 1 have 
[earned more true divinity within thefe ten days, than L 
have been able to do in the {pace of Sfty years before.” 
About a fortnight before his death, when he entered upon 
his feventy-frit year, he fuppofed the Lord would be 
pleated to make the day he was born into this world, the 
lay of his departure into the other. When the clock ftruck 
five in the afternoon, being the hour of his birth, with a 
Ioud voice he praifed GOD for all the favors conferred on 
him ; at the fame time shedding abundance of tears, and 
making a moft tender confeffion of all his fins, the pardon 
whereof he moft earneftly implored, ¢ That which moft 
affeéted me, fays his biographer, was to hear him exprefs 
how un roktable a fervant he had been, and how fmall a 
art of his life he had confecrated to the fervice of GOD, 
is mare by fo much a deeper impreffion upon my heart, 
by how much the better I knew how willingly he offered 
up himfelf as a daily facrifice to be fpent in tolng the will 
of GOD.’ Some days before his death, he gave order that 
nothing (not fo much as one thread) of black fhould be 
in his coffin; ‘¢ For, faid he, I have been 2 forrowful 
man thefe mhny years, lamenting the deplorable flate of 
Chriffs church militant here on earth; but now, being 
upon the point of retiring into the church triumphant in 
heaven, I will not have the leaft mark of forrow left uport 
me; but my body fhali be w up all over in white, 
for a teftimony that J dic in expeCtation of a better and more. 
lorious itare to come.” The day before he died, he caufed 
the feventeenth chapter of St. John’s gofpel to be read to 
him, three times fucceffively. It was one of his favorite 
chapters, he could never be prevailed on to preach 
upon it: He always faid, he did not underftand itr. On 
the fame day he fpoke much of Simeon’s departure; and, 
though weak and low, he did not forbear to blefs al} thofe 
that came fo fee him. Towards evening he fell into a 
flumber, which continued for the moft part till the next 
morning. When he awoke, he faluted thofe that were 
about him; after which, at his own aeit, he was fet 
up in a chair ; but in a little while, as they were endea- 
yoring to put him into bis bed again, the thread of his life 
failed, and he fuddenly expired in the arms of his wife, in 
the feventy-firft year of his age. 
His Wonxs. He publifhed feveral Trafts and Sermons; 
but his laft and greateft work was that which he finifhed not 
Jong before his death «© On the Divinity of Chit aN 
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Werke arsd Sen Rave been more juftly efteemed, and 
more refpeétfally {poken of, by perfons of all per- 
foafions in religion, than the tea? , amiable, fathful, 
and evangelic patter, Mr. Jobe Hewe. 

We fhail take the fummary of his life, fot the moft 
part, a8 it has been already extraéted by the Jaborious 
compiler of the memoirs of nonconformift minifters, Mr. 
s. "Palmers though, at the fame tinic, we would refer 
thofe, who wifh for 4 more cnlai, account, to the ori- 

inal memoir which Dr. Edmund Calamy, jun. has laid 

fore the world. We régret, that our compafs will not 
allow ux to fay more, where fo much might be faid, for 
the pious Reader's delight and advantage. 

- Howe was born on the 17th of fay, 1650, at 
Eoughborough, in Leiceferfbire, where his father was fettied 
by archbifhop Lend, but afterwards turned out by him for 
not giving into that nice and punctiious cofformity, 
upon which that warm and ill-} ud prelate Jaid an 
unaccountable ftrefs, and driven into Jre/ 3 whither he 
took his fon, then very young, and where their lives were 
remarkably preferved during the execrable rebellion and 
maffacre. In the time of the war the father returned and 
fertled in Lancafdire, where bid fon bad his grammar 
Jearning. He was fent early to Chrift-Church-College in 
Cambridge, where his great a€tainments in Searning, joined 
with his exemplary Piety, fo recommended him, thar he 
was eleSted fellow of Magdalen-College in Oxford, after 
he had been made demy by the parliament-vifitors, At 
this time Dr. Thomas Goedwin was prefident of that col- 

e, and had gathered a church among the fcholars; of 
which Mr. Howe had for fome time hefitated to become a 
member, owmg to fome peculiarities among them, fot 
which (fays Dr. Calamy) he had no fondnefs; but at length, 
being admitted uj catholi¢ terms, he complied with Dre 
Goodwin's requells and joined hitsfelf to this religions 
fociety. So carly was he averic to all bigotry! He was 
ordained at Winwick in Lencafbire, b' Ms. a Firrle, the 
pattor of that chuich, and the ‘miniflers who officiated t ja 
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the feveral chapels in this parifh; on whicH account he 
would fometimes fay, that he thought few in modern 
times had fo trely primitive an ordination, as he confi- 
dered Mr. Her/eas a primitive bifhop. By an unexpected 


provideuce he was called to Terrington in Deven; wheres 
though young, he abundant! his miniftry, which 
was bledied with great fi He had a numerons au- 


ditory and a Sobrifhing church, to which many of the 
inhabitants joined themfelves who belonged to an inde- 
pendent church at Biddeferd, having had a difmiffion from 
thence. The manner in which he was vufed to carry on 
the fervice here, on faft days (which then were very 
frequent), was very extraordinary. | He began at, nine 
with a prayer of a quarter of an hour—read and ex- 
pounded feripture for about three gharters—prayed an 

our—preached another—then prayed half an bout. The 
people then fung about a quarter of an hour, during 
which he retired and took a little refrethment. He then 
came into the pulpit again, prayed an hour more— preached 
another hour—and then with a prayer of half an houc 
concluded the fervice. And ¢ a fore of fervice (fays Dr. 
Calamy very truly). that few could have gone through 
without inexpr le wearinefs both to themfelves and 
theit audirories !— He was upon good terms with the 
neighboring minifters, particularly Mr. G. Hughes of 
Plymouth, whofe daughter he married. With him he car- 
ried on a weekly correfpondence in Latin letters. The 
following circumftanc? in one of them is remarkable: 
Mr. Howe's houfe being on fire, was extinguifhed by a 
feafonabte fhower. On that very day he received a letter 
from his father Hughes, which concluded with this prayer = 
€ Sit Ros cali fuper babitaculum vefirum; i, e. Let the dew of 
heaven be upon your dwelling.” -« Ffowe became chaplain 
to Cromwell, by the proteGtor’s own over-bearing impor- 
tunity, which never é¢ndured a refufal, He entered upon 
this office with great reluétance, and never sbufed the in- 
fluence it gave him to injure others or fo enrich himfelfs 
but ufed it to ferve the intereft of religion and learniny 
umong perfons of very different fentiments. His conduc 
in refpe€ to Dr. Sech Ward, afterwards facceflively bithop 
of Exeter and Sarum, deferves particular notice. 

The Doétor applied, by means of Mr. Howe, for the 
principalfhip of Fefes-Colege in 1657; but it had been pro~ 
mifed to another. However, Mr. Howe fo ftrongly re- 
commended him to the protector, that he gave him an 
anneal allowance equivalent to it ; and the Doétor retained 

a gratetul 


228 HOWE 


a grateful fenfe of the f:vor, when, upon the change of 
Himes, be became a greater man. Ms. Howe always ap- 
ed fo difintereited, that the proteftor once faid to 

im, © You have obtained many favors for others, F 
wonder when the time is to come that_you will move for 
fomething for yourfelf and family. This principle made 
him faithful in the difcharge of his duty. “The following 
is a remarkable inftance of it : The notion of a particular 
faith in prayer, with refpeét to the obtaining of particular 
Bleffings, had prevailed much at Cromwell's court; and 
Mr. Hrwe once heard a fermon there from a perfon of 
note defigned to defend it. Being filly convinced of the 
il} tendency of fuch an opinion, he thought himfelf bound 
in con{cience, when it came to his turn to preach, to op- 
pofe its which accordingly he did with great plainnefs. 
Cromwell heard with great attention, but fonutimes frowned 
and difcovered great uneafinefs, infomuch that 2 perfon 
who was prefent told Mr. Howe, it would be difficult ever 
to make his peace with him again. Mr. Howe replied, 
«« J have difcharged my con{cience, and leave the event 
with GOD.” Nothing, however, paffud between them on 
the fubjeé&t, though Cromwell feemed cooler towards him 
than before. After Richard Cromucil was fet afide, Mr. 
Howe returned to his people at Zorrington. Atthe refo- 
ration he met with fome trouble, being informed againit as 
delivering fomething treafonable in the pulpit, but was 
very honorably acquitted. When the act of uniformity 
took place, he quitted his public ftation in the church, and 
became a filenced nonconformift, atter having preached 
two affeéting fermons to his people on Bartholomew-Day, 
in which he gave them fome realons why he could not 
comply with the aét. Doétor (afterwards bifhop) Wilkins, 
Gwith whom he had maintained a Iong intimacy) on feeing 
him foon after this, expreffed his furprize that a man ot 
ir. AZowe’s latitude fhould have ftood out. Ile told him, 
that he would gladly have been under the eftablifhment, if 
he could have compaffed it with fatisfaction to his con- 
fcience ; but that, having weighed the matter with all 
pofible impartiality, he could not do it; and that his 
atitude was the very thing that made him a nonconformifte 
But his principal reafon was, the little vital religion that 
appeared in the eftablifiment, which, he thought, would 
eventually fap its foundations. Some rulers in the church 
at that time (to ufe a Gmile of the excellent bifhop 
Wiikins gon the occafion) * were for fetting the top or 
the picked end downw: and fo could not keep it we 
ue 
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but by whipping and fcourging; whereas, if they had fet it 
on ine broad end downwanise i it would have food firm of 
irfelf.’ The «* lawfulnefs of eating black-puddings (as Mr. 
‘Howe obferved to the fame effet on another occafion} 
‘would be 2 jufter ground of controverfy than any point of 
the difputed conformity.” The do€tor app. fatisfied, 
and advifed him as a friend to fand to his principles. Mr. 
Hlowe continued fome time in Devenfbire, preaching in 
private houfes as be had opportunity. Being acquainted 
that an officer of the bifhop’s court had enquired after 
him, he rode to Exeter, where he met with a friend, a 
dignified clergyman, who acquainted the bifhop that Mr. 
lowe was there ; upon which his Jordthip exprefled a defire 
to fee him, and received him with great civility ax his old 
acquaintance, but expoftulated with him about his non~ 
conformity, and defired to know the reafons. Mr. Hotuey 
waving many others, only mentioned re-ordination. 
« Why ptay, Sir, faid the bifhop, what hurt is there in 
bi re-ordained *® <¢* Hurt! my lord, faid Mr. Howe, 
i nockin 3 it hurts my underftandi it is an abfur~ 
dity ; for nothing can have two beginnings.” The bifhop 
dropping the matter, told him, as he had done at other 
times, that if he would come in among them he might 
have confiderable preferments; and difmiffed him in a 
friendly manner, without any thing being faid on either 
fide about the procefs that was iffued out againft him ; 
and accordingly there the matter ended. 
in 1665 he took the oath required by the Oxford a&t 
upon the fame principle as Dr. Bates and others did in 
ndon: But norwithftanding he was this year imprifoned 
two months in the ifle of St. Nichelas; though upon what 
eccafion it doth not appear. 

In 1671, being reduced to ftraits, he accepted an invi- 
tation from a perfon of quality in Jreland. Being de- 
tained by contrary winds on the eich coaft, (probably at 
Holyhead) he continued there a Lord’s day. The com- 
pny, being defirous he fhould preach to them, were 

king a convenient place, when they met the pari 
minifter and his clerk riding to the town, One of them 
afked the clerk, whether his mafter preathed that day ? 
who anfwered, * No; my mafter does not ufe to 
preach; he only reads prayers.’ On being afked further, 
mbetbet: he sould, jive leave for 7 Cert whe, was ae 
to ufe his pulgit, he replied, ¢ Very willingly ;? whic! 
accordingly he did. Mir. Howe preached. In "ie after~ 
moon the audience was very large, and feemed much af- 

You, IV. < fected. 
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feéted. The wind continued contrary ali the week. The 
next Lord’s day, there was a prodigious multitude gathered 
together ; and the clergyman, having no expectation of 
further affiftance, was in great confternation, being not 
able to preach himfelf, and thinking if there were no 
reaching it would greatly leffen his reputation. He there- 
Pore fent his clesk'xo Mr. Howe, ard begged he would 
come and preach again, as otherwife he knew not what to 
do, the country being come in for feveral miles to hear 
him, Mr. Howe being much indifpofed was in a {wear in 
bed. But, confidering it as a plain call of providence, he 
cooled bim{elf as fpeedily as he could with fafety, and, caft- 
ing himfelf on GOD, went and preached with great free- 
dom. He faid he never faw people more moved, and that, 
if ever his miniftry was of ufe, it was then. Very foon 
after, the veffel failed, and he felt no ill effects. In Zreland 
he lived as chaplain to the lord Maffurene at Antrim,where he 
was univerfally refpeéted, and enjoyed the particular friend— 
fhip of the bifhop of that diocetepwho, together with his me= 
tropolitan, gave him liberty to preach, without demanding 
any conformity, in the public church, every Lord's day 
afternoon. And the archbifhop, at a meeting of the clergy, 
told them, that he would have Mr. Howe have ever: ent 
pit, where he had any concern, open to him. 'y his 
preaching and converfation here he was ufeful to many. 

Upon the death of Dr. Seaman, 1675, he was invited 
by a part of his congregation to fixin London. After ma- 
ture deliberation, and weighing the argaments on both 
fides, (which he drew out in writing) he confented to go, 
and made a peaceable ufe of K, Charies’s indulgence. ie 
preached to a confiderable and judicious audience, and was 
much refpedted not only by his brethren among the diffen- 
ters, but by feverat eminent divines of the church of 
England, v. g. Doktors Whitcheote, Kidder, Fowler, Lucas, 

&fc. with whom he often freely and familiarly converfed. 
In regard to the fteps taken in order to a coalition be- 
tween the church and the diffenters, forme of the dignified 
clergy fent for him to their houfes, (bithop Llayd, Sherlocky 
fe and expreffed great deference to his opinion. He had 
a paiticalar intimacy with Dr. Tidletfon (afterwards arch- 
bifhop) in refpeé to whom the following anecdote is wor- 
oy ofnotice, The dean, as he then was, (1680) preached 
a fermon at court, on Jofb. xxiv. 15. in which he afferted, 
that ¢ no man is obliged to preach againft the religion of a 
country, though a falfe one, unlefs he has the power of 
working miracles.’ K. Charis flept moft of she ume. 
ny 
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Nhen the fermon was over, a certain nobleman faid to him, 

Ies pity your majefty flept, for we have had the rareft 
siece of Hobbifin that ever you heard in your life.’ « Odds 
if, faid the king, he fhall print ic then ;* and immediately 
alled the lord-chamberlain to give his command to the 
ean to doit, When it came from the prefs, the dean, as 
vas ufual with him, fent it as a prefent to Mr. Howe, who, 
n the perufal, waa grieved to nd afentiment which had 
o ill a tendency, and drew up a long Jetter, in which he 
reely expoftulated with the dean for giving fuch a wound 
o the Reformation, and carried it himielf. The dean, upon. 
he fighe of it, moved for a little journey into the country, 
hat they might talk the matter over without interruption. 
Mr, Howe enlarged on the contents of the letter as they 
rayelled in the chariot. The dean at length wept, and 
aid, this was the moft unhappy thing that had befallen him 
oralongtime; owned, that what he had afferted was not 
o be maintained, and urged in his excufe, that he had but 
ittle notice of preaching that day, and none of printing 
he fermon. 

‘When, in 1684, Barlow bithop of Lincoln printed a letter 
or putting into execution the laws againft diffenters, Mr. 
owe wrote a free anfwer to it, of which a copy may 
cen in his Adem. p. 104-112. ‘The next year, the pr 
pect of the diffenters being very dark, he accepted an in- 
ritation of lord #2arton to travel with him abroad. In the 
-ourfe of his travels, he had the fatisfaction to converfe 
vith a number of learned papifts, and proteftant divines. 
n 1686, having no encouragement to return, he fettled at 
Tivecht, where the earl of Sunderland and his countefs, 
‘ome Englifh gentlemen, and two of his own nephews, 
voarded with him. During this time, he took his turn with 
Mir. Adat, Mead, ce, who were there alfo, in preaching at 
he Exgli/d church ; and in the evening preached to his own 
amily, He was of great ufe to fevecal Engli/ ftudents 
hen at the univerfity, and much refpetted by its profeffors, 
8 well as by feveral 3 of diftinétion from England, 
‘mong whom was Dr, G. Burnet, afterwards bifhop of 
Sarum, with whom he had much free converfation. The 
srince of Orange, afterwards William 111. admitted him 
everal times into his prefence, and difcourfed with him 
with great freedom; as he {ometimes did, after he afcended 
he Britifé throne. 

Upon K. Fames’s declaration for liberty of confcience in 
687, Mr. Howe's flock in London earnefily prefled his re- 
urn, and he readily complied. He waited upon the prince. 
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of Orange firft, who advifed him to be cautious of addreffinng, 
and not to fall in with the meafures ofthe court. He was 
thankful for a little breathing-time, and endeavored to im- 
prove it to the beft purpofes, and to preferve himfelf and 
others from the fnares laid for them, always declaring 
againit approving the difpenfing power. When thefe fears 
were blown over by the revolution, Mr. Howe, at the 
head of the diffenting minifters, made an handfome addrefs 
to the prince of Orange at St. James's, which has been 
rinted, On the paffing the toleration aé, he addreffed a 
Fall traét both to confoimifts and diffenters, with a view 
to promote mutual forbearance. With the fame truly 
chriftian defign, he afterwards [1693] publifhed his fer- 
mon on the * Carnality of religious contentions,” when 
unbappy differences had taken place among the diffenting 
minifters, occafioned chiefly by the reprinting the pofthu- 
mous works of Dr. Cri/p, who, though 3 good man, was 
charged with fome Antinemiaw notions, hefe debates 
however iffsed in the exclufion of Mr. (afterwards Dr.) 
Williams from the leGture at Pinner’s- Hall, when Mr. Howe, 
Dr. Bates,and Mr. Aifep joined him in carrying on a feparate 
JeGure at Salter’s-Hall. Warm debates foon followed, 
concerning the Trinity and occafional conformity, in 
which Mr. Howe engaged with great moderation, chriftian 
meeknefé, and charity; greatly lamenting the want of thefe 
in others, and defiring to breathe a nobler air and inhabit 
better regions.* The thing he publifhed was, a “ a 
courfe 


© ¥know not how to omit ning my Readers with a fhort ex= 
a8 Gom Mr. Hows's fermen oa Dr. Bates’ deathy which breathes & 
Sweet fpirit of piety and ki ‘™pon, lamented fabjet 
OF parties and breaches emong real chrita ‘words ae, ot Tho 
me not fo vain, as to reckon, exclufively, the caufe of diffenters, the 
caufe 1 now fpeak of: No, 00, 1 {peak of the common caute, of all fe- 
iowa, fober-minded chriftians, within the common rule, or without it. 
E neither think any ome party to include all fobriety of mind, or to ex- 
etude all infobriety.. But I apprehend converting work to be much at # 
ftand, within the pales, that men have fet up, fering one party fiom 
, and without them. Few are any wi brought honre te GOD 
through Chrif. And GOD knows, too few defign St, otherwife than to 
make proftlytes to their feveral prtions And thie iw thonght a glorious 
converfion. Serious piety, and chriftianity, langdlthes where. 
Many that bave a name fo hve are dead, aod putrifled, ali fink t 
‘Common juftice, and righteoufhefs, are fled from among us. Sincerely 
geod and pious men, die away in the natural feng, apace, | You know, 
deaths aad burials fhould, in the weekly bills, exceed births, and 
ather acceffions to the city, ‘whither this tends | When fo many great 
Tighes are withdrawn, both fach as are within the national church con- 
flitution, and fach as ace without it; is there no danger GOD fhoald 
«© alle 
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sourfe of Patience in expecting future Bleffednefs.” ‘This 
was what he had particular occafion for. Having employed 
iis time, ftrength, and intereft in the moft vajuable fer= 
vices, he was wafted with feveral difeafes, which he bore 
with great patience and a ned fubmiffien to the will of 
his heavenly Father, He wered no fear of dying, 

Pts 


3 


Mo remove the candleftick ? Our obduration, and infenfible ftupidity, 
portends a deadly darknef to he drawing on. | And muit fuch lives go, 
Ep'make a wey for GOD's auger! Ard lead ona more generaiy and 
more dreadful, approaching death! Ob! that GOD would rent the 
heavens and come 1 Fic may yet melt our hearts, and make them 
flow ax his prefence, notwith! their mountai 
gad banoeie- | This way be the means of fr 
ferring the common calamity. A. i 











tainous, rocky height, 
fome fouls, and of de- 
great thing it would be to have it de- 
jege would many fervante of Grif count it, not to 
ea the Spirit of the living GOD fhall be generally 
F go! 2 theifim, fcepticifm, in: w 
formality, have quite fwallowed up our religion. White fuch men, as 
we have loft, lived, they did, and fuch do, a2 infruments, keep fame- 
what of ferious religion alive, under our fevera) forms, but aa ready to 
Expire. But though ic fhould feem generally to have expired, let ux bee 
Lieve it thall revive. When our confidences and vain boafts ceafe, The 
temple of the Lord! The temple of the Lord! Lol here is Chrf, and 
there is Cbrif'! and one fort ceafea ta magnify this church, and another 
that, and an univerfal death ie come upon us; then (and Iam afraid 
not ‘ill then) is to be expetted a refarreBtion, not of this or 
that party + For living, powerful religion, when it recovers, will ditdain 
fhe limiet of = party. Or, as he expre_fes if in hie funeral fermon 
for Mr, Medes ** ‘Till that feafon comes, it matters little, and fignifies 
to me fcarce one ftraw, what party of us is uppermott.”"} Nor is itto be 
thought, that religion, modified by the devited diftinions of this, or 
that party, will ever be the religion of the world. But the Sime power 
that makes us return into a flate of life, will bring us into a ftate of unity, 
in divine light and love. ‘Theo, will all the fcandslous make and 
means of diviGon, among chriftians, vanith; and nothing remain as 
a tet, or boun of chriftian communion, but what hath its founda. 
tion, as fuch, in plain reafon, or revelation. ‘Then as there is 
ane body, and one fpirit, will that Almighty Spirit fo animate, and form 
this body, as to make it every where amiable, felf-recommending, and 
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capable of ff acing and propagating itfelf, and to iacreafe qwith the 
inereale of OD. foall the Lord bs One, and bis name One, in alt 
she earth. 


From fuch fentiments as theft, ‘we msy (to ufe the words of Dr. 
Calamy, in the memoirs of his life) take our meafures of him both 
finifter and a Divine ; and can hardly forbear making this re- 
it would be an unfpeakable happinefs, did but fuch a fpirit 
more among all the parties into which we are divided.” p. 58. 
more noble fentiments of this kind, we will fabjoin Mr, 
‘Addrefs both to Conformitts and Non-conformifts, 
“<x, That we do not over-magnify our differences, or count them 
greater than they really are. I now (fays Mr. Howe) of the 
Proper differences which che rule itfelf makes, to which the one fort 
fon! and the other conforms not, Remember that there ore 


“ differences 
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but when his end drew near, was very calm and ferene- 
Waving a mortification in his leg, his fon, a phyficiany 
with akind defign, took the liberty to lance it without bis 
Jeave s upon which Mr. Howe cried out, © What are you 
doing ? I amnot afraid of dying, bat I am afraid of pain.” 
He feemed indeed fometimes to be got to heaveri even be- 





fore 
differences on both parts, themfelves incomparabl; ter than 
.efe, by which the one fort differs from the other. There are difterenced 





in deftrinal fentiments that are much greater. How inconceivably 
is the difference between good men and bad{ between being = 
fover of the blefled GOD, the Lord of heaven and earth, and un 
enemy! a real fubje&t of Cbrif and of the Have we not reafon 
to apprehend there are of both thefc on each fide? Let us take heed of 
having our minds ringtured with a wrong notion of 
this indulgence divided Exglaxd into two chuiftendoms, or di 
rather between Chrifian: and Mabzmctant, 2s fome mens Cyelepic fancies 
have an unlucky art to reprefent things; 1 E 
things into monfters and prodigious thapes, Ti 
has mn ufua! faying on both Gdes, that they were Cin comparifon) 
but hele things we differed about, or cheunitaptial thinge. * Let us 
not unfay it, or fuifer an habit of mind to lide into us, that confitts 
notwith it. Thovgh we mutt not §°. againtt 2 Jetproieneot | confcience 
iin the leaft thing, yet let us not confound the true differences of things, 
‘but what are really! ffer things, let them go for fuch. j 
«3, Let us hercupon ear ‘abfain from judging each other’ 
fate Godward upon thefe differences 4 for hereby we thall both 
tradi€& our common rule, and ourfelves, When men make conitience 
of fmail and doubtful things on the one hand, and the other, about 
which they differ; btefled GOD, how little conftience is made of the 
plaineft and moft important rule, not_to judge one another for fuch 
differences! Ren. xiv. 3 13. Why of all the parts of that holy book 
is thie chapter only thought no part of GOD's word 1 or this precept 
fo vasioully enforced in this chapter, and fo awefully, ver. 10,32. But 
swhy doft thow judge thy brother P or why doft thou fet at naught thy 
brother ? We foal allfand before the judgement foai of Chrift. For it 
as scuritten, as I live, faith the Lord, ewery knee foal! bow te me, and 
every tongue foall confeft ta me! Ys ita light matter to wfurp the 
hrone OF Chri, the judgement feat of GOD? Yet how common has 
‘been to fay, fuch an one corfforms, he hath nothing of GOD in 
‘him? fach an one conforms not; "tis not conftience but humour ? 
GOD forgive both. Have they blotted Rom. xiv. ant of their Bibles ? 
“Tis plain by the whole feries of difcourfe, that it ix the judging of mens 
ater, and that by fuch fmall matters of difference, that in the thiny 
here forbudden. ‘Some few things contained in this chapter, as to re! 
ceive ene axotber, (as chriftrans, or fuch whom GOD receives) not- 
bitanding remaining doubts about fmall matter%, and not deter- 
ing fuch doubted things in bar to the doubter, ver. x, 2,33 and 
set 10 lay fsombling blocks in ead stbers sway, ver. 134 met to de the 
ing «with a mind fill unfatisfied, ver. 5, 23% not to cenfure, 
im that does or forbears ; not admitting an hard thonght of 
him, or left favorable, than that what fuch an one dees, be docs to 
Ford, and what the other ferbears, be forbears to the Lord, ver. 
‘Thefe few things I fay, put in praétice, had taken away all differcncte 
os E «© (that 
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fore he had laid afide mortality. He was once, during his 
decline, in a moft affecting, heavenly frame at the com- 
munion, and carried out into fach a tranfporting celebra- 
tion of the love of Chri, that both he and the communi- 
cants were apprehenfive he would have died in the fervice. 
He was fometimes very pleafant in his laft ficknefs, and 

K 5 converfed 


(that we are now confideriog) or the inconvenience of chem Jong Ago. 
nd we (hall @ill need them as much a» ever. 

« 3. Let us not value ourfelves upon being of this or 
feveringline. “Tis jewith, yea pherifaical, to be conceited, 
ourfelves upon externals, and finall matters, efpecially if, 
taken up; and is itflf an argument of a light mind, and 
henfive of true worth. ‘Though I cannot be fincerely 
way, but J mutt think myfelf in the right, and others 
that differ from mes yet I ought to conider thi 
thing, @ point compared with the vaft orb of knowables, and of 
things needful, and that ought to be known. Perhaps divera that di 
from me are men of greater and more comprehenfive minds, and ha 
been more employed about grester matters and many, in things of 
more importance, have much more of valuable and ulefol knowledge 
than I. Yea, and fince thefe are not matters of falvation we di 
about, fo that any on either fide dare confiderately fay, he cannot 
faved, that is not in thefe refpests of my mind and way; he may ha 
more of finétifying favory knowledge, more of folid goodnefs, 
of gince and real fandtity than I ; the courfe of his thoughts and ftudiea 
having been conver =e  sesidete Ted nore off from thefe 
things, @ ab a princi moe enga; al it 
higher matters For ho wan't mind is able equally to fonder ail 
things fit to be confidered 5 and greater things are of themfelves more 
apt to beget holy and good impreffions upon our {pirits, than the 
minuter and more circumitantial things, though relating to religion, 
ran be. 
4- Letus not defpife one another for our differing in thefe leffer 
matters, ‘This is too common, and mot natural to that temper that 
offends againtt the foregoing caution. Little fpnited creatures, valuing 
themfelves for fmail matters, muft confequently have thoft in contempt 
that want what they count their own only excellency. He that hath 
nothing wheiein he places worth belonging to him, befides a ftauntin, 
peruke and a laced fuit, mutt at all advencures think very meanly 
one ina plain garb. Where we are taught not fojudge, we are for- 
hidden te defpife or fet at naught ong another upon thefe little dif 
ferences 

5. Nor let us wonder a ee [into thia we are too spty 
i.e. to think it » Cefpecially re arguing of the di 
ference) thatfach a man fould conform, or {ach atone not coDform. 
‘These is fome fault in this, but which proceeds from more fasley 
caufes. Pride too often, and an opinion that we underftand fo wel 
that a wrong is done us, if our judgement be not made a tandard and 
meafure to another men's. And again ignorance of human mature, 
or ineonfideratenefs rather, how ious it is, and bow litte can bs 
known of it; how fecret’ and Iatent little Springs there are that move 
this engine to our own mind this way or that; and what bare (which 
pehaps he difcerns net hinufif) may obftruét and fhut up towards ve 
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converfed freely with the many perfons of all ranks who 
came to fee him, and talked tine one of another world, 
with the moft elevated hopes of that bleffednefs there on 
which his heart had long been fet; and once declared, after 
an unexpected revival, that were it put to his choice, whe- 
ther he fhould dig that moment or live feven years, be 
wou! 


Hare we not frequent inflances io other common cafes, 
how difficult it is to fpeak to another man's underfanding! Speech 
is too penuriow expreffive enough. Frequently becween men of 
fenfe, much more time ia taken up in explaining each other's notions, 
than in proving or ditproving them. Nature and our prefent fate have 
in fomerefpeits left us open to GOD only, and made usinaccelfible to 
cneanother. Why then fhould it be frange to me, that I cannot c 
vey my thought into anothes"s mind? “Tis unchrifian to cenfure, 
before, and fay, fuch ao one has not my conftience, therefore he has no 
conitiznce at di: And it ie alfo unrestonable and rude to fay, fach a 
one fees not with my eycs, therefore he is ark blind, Befides, the real 
obfcurity of the matter ia not enough confidered, I am very confident, 
an importial and competent judge, upon the view of books, later und. 
more antient, upen fach fabjeéts, would fay, there are few meta- 
PhyGcal quettione difpeted with more fubsley, than the controverfies 
sbour conformity and non-conformity. | Blefied be GOD, that things 
neceffary to the falvation of fouls, and that are of true neceffity even to 
ue gece and order of the chriftian church, are in comperifon fo very 


in 
+ Moreover, there is befides underftanding and judgement, and 
divere from tat heavenly gift, which in the feriptures js called. grace, 
fuch a thing as guft and retith belonging to the mind of man, and I doubt 
notto all men, if they obferve themitives 5 and this is as unaccountable 
the relithes and difgufls of fenfe. ‘This they only 
er underftand not themlelves, or will confider no= 
but themfelves, ‘To bring it down to the prefent cafe. As to 

thoi ma of worthip which are of moit frequent ule in our affemblies, 
(bet r conforming or non-conforming) Prayer, and Preaching, and 
‘ing GOD"s word, our differences vat them cannot but im part 
urife from the diverfity of this principle, both on the one hand and the 
‘other. One fort do more faver prayer by 2 foreknown form ; another 
that which hath more of furprize, by a grateful variety af unexpréted 
expreffions. And it can neither be univerfally faid, it ian better judges 
ment, or more grace, that determines men the one wiy or the other 5 
bot fomewhat in the temper of their minds diftin&t from both, which 
now not how better to exprefs than by seatal tafte, the afls whereof 


another man’ 






































(ae the objedte are faitable of unfuituble) are relifhing or difelithing, 
Hiking or diftiking : And this hath no more of myftery in it, than that 
these ja furch a thing belonging to our matures, as complacency or dif- 


in reference to the objeéts of the mind. And this, in the 
ind of it, in as common to men, as human nature, but ze much diver- 
Lfied in individuals, as mens other inclinations are, that are moft 
fixed and lenft apt to admit of change. Now in the mentioned cafe, 
men cannot be unwerfally determi either way by their having better 
judgement; forno fuber man can be fo little moveft, a8 not to acknow- 
ledge, that there are fome of each fentimenr that are lefé judicious, 
Maan tome that are of the contrary feotiment in this thing. And to fay 
7 + that 
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‘would prefer the former. His hope of heaven was how~ 
ger accompanied with great humility, which led him to 
fay, ** I expeét my falvation not as a profitable fervant, 
but as a pardoned finner.” Being at iait worn out, he 
finifhed his courfe with joy, April 2, 1705, and his bod: 
was buried io the pari Church of St. dlballows, Bread~ 
Sfreets 


that_to be more determined this way or that, ix the certain fi 
eff & of a greater meafure of grace and {anétity, were a great viol 
both of modefty and charity.. Ihave not met with any that have 
peared to live in more entire communion with GOD, in higher admi 
ration of him, in a pleafanter fenfe of his love, or in a mote joyful 
expettation of cteras} life, than fome thut have been wont with great de~ 
light publicly to warthip GOD in the ufe of our Common Prayer: And 
others T have known, as hij excelling in the fame refpe&ts, that 
could by no meane’relith ft, bur have slways counted it toGptd and 
nauftous. The like may be faid of relithing or diftelithing fermone 
reached in a digefted fet of words, or with a more flowing fieedom of 
fpeech. It were endlefs and odious to vie either better judgements, or 
more pious inclinations, that thould univerfally determine men either 
the one way or the ether in thefe matters. And we are no more to 
wonder at thefe peculiarities in the temper of mens minds, than at 
their different tattes of meats and drinks much lefs to fall out with 
them, that their minds and notions are not juft formed as ours are: 
For we thould remember, they mo snore differ from us than we do from 
‘them 4 and if we think we have the clearer light, ‘tie like they allo 
think they have clearer, Arnd ‘tis in vain to fay, who fhall be judge ? 
For overy man will at length judge of his own notions for biméelf, and 
cannot help it; for no man's judgement (or relif of things, which 
influences his judgement, though he know it not) is at the command 
of bis will, and much lef of another man’s. And, therefore, 
6. Let us not be offended mutually with one another, for our 
different choice of this or that way, wherein we firnt moft of real ad~ 
tage and edification. Our greateft concern in thia world, and which 
jp common to us all, is the betteing of our fpirte, and preparing: them 
fora better world. " Letno man be difplealed, (efpecially oF thot whe 
in all the fubftantials of the fame holy religion) that another ules 
the fae liberty, in choofing the way mott conducing in his experience 
to hie great end, that he bimflf allo ules, expedting to do it withoue 
another man’s offence. 
‘¢ 7. But abpve all, let us with fncere minds more earneftly en- 
he promoting the intereft of religion itfelf, of true reformed 
, than of this ar that Let us long to fee the 














































that we are able, laboring thet the intcrnal principle of it may live 
id flourith in our own fouls, and bc to our utmott diffufed and Spread 
unte other mens: And for its externals, 2s the duéture of our rule 
till puide us, fo gradually bend towards one common conf, that thee 
may at length ceafe to be any divided parties at all. 

« In the time, while there me, let it be remembered, that the 
difference Jics among chriftians and proteftants, not between fach and 
pagans. Let us therefore carry it accordingly towards each ot 
eoniide: our affimblies are all chriftian and proteitant affemb! 
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Sree. His faneral fermon was preached by his fellow~ 
Jaborer Mr. Fob Spademan, on 2 Tis, iti. 14. on the 8th 
of the fame month. 

A more particular account of him might have been pre- 
fented to the world, had he not, a little before his death, 
ordered his fon to burn a large parcel of MSS. which re- 

ate 


fering in their adminiftrations, for the moft part, not in the things 
Prayed for, or deprecated, or ‘taught, bur in certain modes of ex- 
prefion: And differing really, and in the fabftance of things, Ief« hy 
mere conformity or non-confarmity to the public rale of the law, tham 
many of them that are under it do from one anothe and n divers 
that are not under it. For inftance, go into one congregation that is a 
conforming one, and you have the public prayers read in the defk, and 
afterwards = farm of prayer perhaps ufed by the preacher in the pulpit, 
of his own compofure, before he begins his fermon. Go into another 
congregation, and preyer is performed without either fort of form; and 
perhaps the difference in this is not fo great. It may be the conformilft 
ies no pre-conceived form of his own, an? the non-conformift ma: 
Both infrué& the le ont of the fame holy book of GOD's Word. 
But now fappofe one of the former fort reads the public prayers gravely, 
‘with the appearance of great reverence, fervency, and pions devotion j 
‘and one of the intter fort that ufes them not, does however Fey, for the 
fame things, with judgement and. with Hike gravity and a and 
they both inftruét their bearers fitly and profited! nothing is more 
i it the worthip in thefe two affemblies doth much lets 
confidernbly gliffer to 2 pious and judicious mind, than if in the latter 
the prayers were alfo read, but careletily, flecpily, or fcenieally, flaun- 
tingly, and with manifek irreverence, and the f:mon like the reft; or 
than if in the former, all the performance were inept, rade, or very 
offenfively drowly or floggifh. 
low Jet courfelves men, and manly chriftians, not fwayed 
hy trifles and little things, as children by this or that drefy or mode, or 
farm of our religion, which may ps pleafe fome the more for it's 
reab indecency But know, that if we continue bickering about forms, 
the life he loft, and we come to bear the charaéter of that church, fhcw 
haf a wame that thou linc, aud art dead, we may ver long (after 
all the ;wondrrs GOD hath wrovy for us) expeé to hear of our 
candlefick’s being removed, and that our fun fhall go down at noon= 
day. 
Te crne true ferious fpirit and power of retigion and godlinch will 
a€ no man apaint his confecience, or his rule underitood, but will ohlice 
him in ull ats of worthip (ae well aa of his whole converfation) to 
keep clofe ta gofpel-prefeription, fo far xs he can ditcern it. And that 
he will find requires, that in fabordination to the divine glory, he 
ferioufly detign the working out the falvation of his own foul, and take 
that courfe in onder thercto, put himfelf under fuch a miniftry, and 
fuch a way of ufing GOD's ordinances, as he finds mof proficble and 
conducing to that greatend, and that doth his foul moft real good. If 
you nereligious, or of this or thal mele os way.of religion, to ferve a 
carnal defign for yourtlf or your paity, not to fave your foul, you 
commit the moft dcteftable facrilege, and alienate the most tacred thing 
in the warld, Religion, from ics tive end; which will not only lune 
thatend, but infer an heavy vengecoce. Yea, aud ‘tis too poflible to 
of traofarel 
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Yared to his life and times. On a blank page in his bible 
were found two remarkable paflages, written with his own 
hard in Latin, of which the following is a tranilation. 
*© Dec. 26, 89. After that I had Jong, ferioufly, and re- 
eatediy thought with myfelf, that befides a fuli and un- 
loubted affant ro the objeéts of faith, a vivifying favo: 
tafte and relith of them was alfo neceflary, that with 


flronger 
tranfgre(s dangeroufly, by preferring that which is left, though never 
fo confidently thought to be divine; before that which is greater, or 
feparately from its true end, You greatly prevaricate, if you sre more 


aealoufly intent to promote i than chriftianity, pretbytery 
Han cosiBianicy, praincy thus coridinaisy, aa any-of veh arate foe 
‘teveft of x party, and not confidered in {ublervicncy to the chriitian in- 
tereft, nor defigned for promoting the edification and falvation of your 
own foul. | But that being your defiga, living religion will keep your 
eye upon your end, and make you ficady, and conutantly true to that, 
and to your rule, without which you can never hope to icach your end. 
"4 Naw bereupon fuch as conform to the public eftablifiment, and 
they that diffent from it, may differ from each other upon a twofold sc- 
counts Either (2.) as judging the contrary way to be Simply anlawful 
Or (2.) as judging it to be only lefseditying. “Tia not the bufincfa of 
this paper to difeuis, who herem judge uright, and who wong: Bur 
fSoppoling their judgement te remain sat ia (Which they themfeives how. 
ever thould examine, und if it be wrong rettify 5) I thall fay fomewhat 
to each of thelé cafes. 

«© To the former, while your judgement continues as it is, *tis trve 

yu cannot join in-worthip with the contrary minded 1 But nothing for- 

ids, but you can be kind, converfible, courteous towards them 5 and 
your common chriftian profefion (beGdes the rules of humanity) obliges 
you fo to be: Yezand even ta converfe with them as occafiun invites, 
more intimately as chriftians, the vifible marks of ferious chriftianity 
appening in them. 

“ To the latter fort it in acknowledged, you cannot conftantly join i 
yrorthip with thofe of the contrary way, becaufe you ought ordinaril 
to worlhip GOD in that way which you judge ‘to be beft and mol 
agreeable to the divine rule, (though you are nat obliged utterly to 
bandon any far its imperfeétions and corruptions, that js bot cormupt in 
the very efigntiais 4) and you ought molt Bequently te attend on that 
which you find to be moft edifying to your own foul ; as that fhould be 
Your more ordinary diet that belt agiese with you. ‘That way therefore 

uz muft fnott conftantly adhere to, which is moft giatful and 
Kivory to yous becanfe you cannot fo much edify by what you 
Jefe relihe But your judgement. and Iatitude will well allow you 
fometimes to frequent the affemblies with which, you hold not con- 
fiant communion. And if it will allow, it will alfo diteSt you thercto 
fura valuable end; as that you may fignify, you osdinarily decline 
them not a8 no cluittians, of their worthip as no worthip, but as more 
detedtive, or lefs edifying, and that you may maintain Jove, and both 

and begeta diipolition to neartr union. And if ourtulers thall 
fach interco Sing to fo defuable an end, they may per. 
ape in due time think it to put things into ‘that’ ftaic, that 
siniftera of both forts may be expable of inviting one another occa- 
fonally to the brotherly offices of mutual affiftance in each other's con- 
gregations. For which, and all things that tend to make us an happy 
people, we muft wait upon TIM in whofe hands their heats are.” 
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Mronger force and more powerful energy, might pee 
netrate into the moft inward center of By Poet anni there 
being moft deeply fixed aud rooted, govern my life; and 
that there coule be no Harmon ground whereon to cone 
clade and pafs a found j on m eftate God~ 
ward; and after I bad in’ my courfe of preaching been 
largely infifling on 2 Cor, i. 12. This very morning I 
awoke out of a moft ravifhing and delightful dream, that 
a wonderfal and copious ftream of celeftial rays, from 
the lofty throne of the divine Majefty, feemed to dart inta 
my expanded breaft. I have often fince, with great com- 
placency, refleéted on that very fignal pledge of {pecial 
divine favor vouchfafed to me on that hoted, memorable 
day, and have with repeated freth pleafure taited the de« 
lights thereof.” ¢* Bur what (on Of. 22, 1704,) of the 
fame kind I fenfibly felt, through the admirable bounty of 
my GOD, and the moft pleafant comforting influence of 
the Holy Spirit, far fu the moft expreffive words 
my thoughts can fu « I then experienced an inex- 
preffibly pleafant meiting of heart, tears gufhing out of 
mine eyes, for joy that 1D fhould fhed abroad his love 
abundantly through the hearts of men, and that for this 
very purpofe mine own fhould be fo fignally pofleffed of 
and by his blefled Spirit. Rom. v. 5.” 

His perfon was tall and gracoful. He had a piercing but 
Jeafant eye; and had that in his afpeét which indicated 
lomething uncommonly great, and tended to excite vene- 

ration. 0 thofe who are at all acquainted with his 
writings, his intelleGtual accomplifhments need no com- 
mendation. Even Mr. Anthony /¥'cad paffes an high enco- 
mium upon him, and, which is very extraordinary, upon 
his flyle, which is leaft to be admired of any ching in his 

rformances. His minifterial qualifications were fingular. 

[¢ could preach off hand with as great exactnefs as many 

others upon the clofeft fludy. His fermons, which he 
always delivered without notes, were often of uncommon 
pth, sfpecially at the beginning, but were plain in the 
fequel, and towards the clofe generally came home with 
great pungency to the confciences of the hearers. He bad 
great copioufnefs and fluency in prayer. To hea him 
pray upon fudden emergencies might have abated the pre- 
feffion of thote, who venture to cavil at free-prayer. 
fie was a perfon of remarkable prudence, and laid great 
tivefs upon it in others; and was very courteous to itran- 
ers, never thinking religion inconfiftent with good breed- 
ing. Ue knew how to addreis himfelf fuitably to the 
. gleacelt 
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feteateft perfons, without the leaft mixture of meannefe, 
and yet could condeicend to the meaneft. He was very 
affable to young minifters, and ever ready to offer than 
the kindeft advice. He had a truly great foul, and feemed 
to be born to fapport generous principles, a truly catholic 
fpicit, and an extenfive charity: And in this refpect, he 
has been compared cto the excellent Afartin Bucer. In 
many cafes he difcovered a remarkable fagacity, particu- 
Jarly in regard ta public affairs and political manceuvrer. 
In converfation he was often very facetious. Some of his 
fudden repartees deferved to be recorded. Being at dinner 
with fome perfons of fathion, 2 gentleman expatiated 
Jargely in praife of Charles I. and made fome difagreeable 
ions upon others. Mr. Howe, obferving that he 
mixed many horrid oaths with his difcourfe, told him, 
that in his humble opinion he had omitted one great excel- 
Jence in the charaéter of that prince; which, when the 
gentleman had preffed him to mention it, and waited with 
impatience to hear it, he told him it was this: “ Thathe 
‘was never heard to fwear an oath in common converfation.” 
‘The gentleman took the reproof, and promifed to break 
off the praGtice. Another time be pafled two perfons of 
quality, who were talking with great eagernefs, and damned. 
each other repeatedly. Upon which, taking off his hat, 
he faid to them, “I pray GOD fave you both ;” for 
which they both gave him their thanks. At the time when 
the occafional conformity bill was debated in parliament, 
he paffed a noble lord in a chair in St. Fames’s-Park, who 
fent his footman to call him, defiring to fpeak with him 
upon this fubject. In the converfation, {peaking of the 
opponents of the diifenters, he faid, « Damn thefe wretcher, 
for they are mad, fc.’ Mr. Howe, who was no ftranger to 
the nobleman, expreffed great fatisfattion in the thought 
that there is a GOD who governs the world, who will 
finally make retribution to ail according to their prefent 
charagter. “* And he, my lord, (fays be) has declared, Le 
will make a difference between him that fwearcth and him that 
Search an vai ‘The nobleman was ftruck with the hint, 
and faid, ¢ I thank you, fir, for your freedom: I rhe 
our meaning ; and Taall endeavor to make a good ufe uf 
it’ Mr. Hows replied, <* My lord, I have more icafon 
to thank your lordthip for faving me the moft dificult part 

of a difcourfe, which is the application.” + 
His Worxs are, I. «« A Sermon on Man’s Creation in an 
holy, but mutable State; from Eccief. vii. 29.” Ie is to be 
amet with in ‘ the Morning Exercife methodized,’ printed 
in 
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in 1660. Hl. “ A ‘Freatife on the Bleffednefs of the 
Righteous, from Pfal. xvii. 15.” being fermons preached 
while he was at Zorrington. Printed 1668. II], ** The 
Vanity of this mortal Life, or of Man, confidered onl; 
in this prefent mortal State, from P/al lxxxix. 47, 48~ 
(which difeourfe is ufually bound up with bis « Bleffed- 
nefs of the Righteous.”) ‘There is an epiftle before this 
fermon dated from Antrim in 1671. IV. “* A Treatife of 
delighting in GOD. 1674.” V. ‘ The living Temple 
of GOD, edfave, 1675.” This, with its fecond part, pub- 
luthed in 2702, is efteemed his mafter-piece. VI. A tract 
entitled, ‘* The Reconcileablenefs of GOD"s Prefcience 
of the Sins of Men, with the Wifdom and Sincerity of 
his Counfels and Exhortations, and whatever other Means 
he ufes to prevent them, offave, 1677.” VIL. A pamphlet 
entitled, ‘* A Letter out of the Country to a Perfon of 
Quality in the City, who took Offence at the Inte Sermon 
of Dr. Ssilting lect, Dean of St. Pant’s, before the Lord- 
Mayor.” 1680. VIL. ‘* Thoughtfulnefs for the Morrow, 
with an Appendix, concerning the immoderate Defire of 
foreknowing Things to come, offave.” To which is added, 
«© A Difcourfe of Charity, in reference to other Mens? 
Sins, from 1 Cor. xiii, 6. 1681.” IX, “ A Funeral Ser- 
ton on the Death of Mrs. Margaret Baxter, ftom 2 Cor. 
v. 8. 1681.” X. “ OF the Name of GOD in Prayer, 
from Ferem. xiv. 21. offave. 1682." XI, “* A Difcourfe 
on Self-Dedication. duod. 1682.” XIE, “ A Funeral 
Sermon on the Death of Mr. Richard Fairclough, from 
Marth. xxv. 21. 1682." This year he drew up thofe 
«« Annotations on the three Epifiles of St. Foba," which 
are in the fecond volume, or continvation of Mr. Paol. 
XIU A Sermon upon Coloff: ii. 2. upon this Queftion, 
‘What may moft hopefully be attempted, to allay Animo- 
ities among Proteftants, that our Divifions may not be 
our Ruin? 1683.” He afterwards (1701) wrote « Some 
Confideration of a Preface to an Enguiry concerning the 
oceafional Conformity of Diffenters :” which may ferve as 
an appendix to this fermon, XIV. “A Treatife on Luke 
xix. 41, 42. entitled, The Redeemer’s Tears wept over 
loft Souls; with an Appendix concerning the Hlafphemy 
againft the Holy Ghoit, and how GOD is faid to will the 
Salvation of them that perifh. 1684.” XV. “* A Sermon 
from Job v. 42. directing what we are to do after {trict 
Enguiry, whether or no we truly love GOD, 1688.” 
XVI. * Two Sermons on Rom. vi. 13. Yield yourfelves to 
GOD. 1688.” XVII. ** A Funeral Sermon on the Death 
of 
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of Mrs. 9, Hammond, 1689” KWIII. « The Carnality of 
Chriitian Contention, in two Sermons preached at the 
Merchants’ Le@ure in Bread-frreet. 1693.” XIX. At 
his firft Turn_at the new Lecture at Safters-Hall, “© A 
Sermon from Ja. Ixiv. 7. 16942” XX. “ A calm and 
foher Enquiry concerning the Poffibility of a Trinity in 
the Godhead, in a Letter to a Perfon of worth, 1694.” 
‘To which were added, fome ‘* Letters formerly written to 
Dr. Hailis on the fame Subje&.” In the fame year he 
publifhed, ‘* A Letter to a Friend concerning * A Pt 

{cript to the Defence of Dr. Sherlock's Notion of the 
nity In Unity,’ in which his ‘* Calm and fober Enguir 
wae retlogted upon.” After this came out * Some Conli- 
derations on the Explications of the Doétrine of the Tri- 
nity, in a Letter to H. A” And Mr. Howe being con- 
cerned in it, he publifhed ‘¢ A View of thofe Confidera- 
tions, in a Letter to the former Friend. 1695.” K XT.‘ A 
Funeral Sermon on the Death of Mra. Efther Sampfons 
from Luke xiii. 16. 1689.” XXII. ‘ A Funeral Scimon 
om the Death of Q. Mary. 1695.” XXIII. ‘* A Sermon 
preached on the Day of Thankfgiving, Dec. 2, 1697.” 
And another, * To the Societies for Reformation of 
Manners, from Rom, xiii. 4. 1697." XXIV, « A Fu- 
neral Sermon on the Death of the Reverend Richard Adoms, 
A. M. 1697-8." XXV. “ A Funeral Sermon on the 
Death of ‘the Reverend Mr. Matthew Mead. 1699." 
XXXVI. “ A Funeral Sermon on the Desth of Fobn 
Hoghton, Efg. concerning the Redeemer’s Dominion over 
the invifible Word, and the Entrance thereinto by Death. 
7899." XXVIL. ‘* On the Death of the Reverend Dr. 
“liam Bates. 3699.” XXVIII. “ A Difcourfe on 
Man's Enmity againit GOD, and Reconciliation between 
GOD and Man, from Col, i, at. 1701." XXX, In 
1702 he publifhed ‘* A fecond Part of the Living Temple,” 
containing animadverfions on Spinsfa, and a French writer 
pretending to eonfute him; with a recapitulation of the 
mrt, and ati account of the deftitation and reftitution of 
OD’s temple amongft men. XXX. “* A Funeral Ser- 
mon on the Death of the Reverend Peter Vink, B.D. 
1702.” XXXI. “ A Sermon on Col. i. 13. preached 
onthe sth of November 1703.” XXXII. ¢¢ The laft thing 
he publithed, was « A Biteourfe on “Patience, relating 
to the expectation of future bleffednefs, to which thee 
was afterwards added “* An Appendix,” which came cut 
in 1705. Since his death his Works have been collected 

and publithed in two volumes, folic, a 
fides 
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Befides the above, he wrote feveral ‘* Prefaces” to the 
works of others; as to Mr. Chorlton’s Funeral Sermon on 
the death of Mr. Henry Newsome of Manchefler to the 
third volume of Dr. Mantoa’s Sermons, hy way of dedi- 
tation to K. Wélligm, in 1689 ;—to Mr. Flavel’s Difcourfe 
of Mental Errors, isc. Several volumes of fermons (ays 
Mr. Palmer) taken in fhort-hand as they were preached, 
have fince his death been publithed, viz. two by Dr. Evens 
and Dr. Harris, ‘¢ on the Spirit’s Influence on the 
Church,”—and * om Particular Perfons :"—Another by 
Dr. Evans, <* on Family Religion,” x2mo.—and two 
more by Mr. Fictebers $ ou the Love of GOD,” &e. 


Bue. 1744. & 


WILLIAM BEVERIDGE, DD. 
BISHOP of St. Asarn. 
HIS excellent Prelate, who, by his learning nd 


piety, was one of the brighteft ornaments to the 
church of in bis time, was born at Barrew in 
Leicefterfbire, in the year 1638. He was educated at St. 
‘Jobn’s-College, Combridge, where he applied with great 
affiduity to the ftudy of the oriental languages, and made 
fuch proficiency in this part of Jearning, that at eighteen 
QF the exioneal tougeess cipesially the Hebrew) Chala, 
@f the oriental ton; 3% Wy " 
Syriac, Arabic and Bemariten, with 2. Syriac Grammar. 
3d of January, 1660-1, he was ordained deacon by 
Robert, bifhop of Lincoiz, and prieft the 3rft of that 
month, aad about Ry fame time Avice escigat te ate 
vicarage Ealing in Middisfex, whi ned about 
a year after, upon his being chofen reétor of Re Peter's, 
Cornbill, by the lord mayor and aldérmen of London, He 
applied him(clF to of his miniftry, with the 
utmoft zeal and affidolty. was highly inftrutive in 
his difcourfes from the it ; and his labors were crowned 
with fuch fuccefs, that he was ftiled, ¢ The great reviver 
and reftorer of Primitive piety’ Bifhop Hinchman, his 
diocetsn, paving conceived a great oflecm for him, collated 
, in 
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hith to the prebend of Chifwick, in the cathedral of St. 
Pakfs, on the 22d of December, 16743 and this bifhop's 
facceflor, Dr. Compron, conferred pon him the archdea- 
conry of Colcbefer, on the 3d of November, 1681. No- 
vember the sth, 1684, he was inftalled prebendary of Can- 
terbury, and about the fame time was appointed chaplain to 
K, Witiam and 2 Mary. In 1691 he was offered, but 
refafed to accept off the tee of Bath and Well, vacant by 
the deprivation of Dr. Xenn, for not taking the oaths to 
K. Mrlliam and Q. Afary. But fome time after he ac- 
cepted of that of St. d/aph, and was confecrated Pict4 16, 
704, Upon his advancement to the epifcopal chair, he 
wrote a moft pathetic letrer te the clergy of his dioccfe, 
recommending to them ‘¢ The duty of catechizing an 
ftradting the people committed to their charge in the pri 
ciples of the chriftian » to the end they might 
know what they were to believe, and do, in order to fal- 
vation.” And, to enable them to do this the more effec- 
tually, he fent them a piaia expofition upon the charch 
catechifn. This good Prelate did not enjoy his epifeopal 
ftation above three years and fome montha, for he died 
March the sth, 17°73 in the 71 Phas of his age, and was 
buried in St. Paxi’s cathedral. le left the greateft pare 
of his eftate to the focieties for propagating chriftian 
knowledge. othe curacy of Afount Sorrel, and vicarage 
of Barrow, in the county of Leicsffer, he bequeathed 
twenty pounds a year, on condition that prayers be read 
raorning and evening every day, according to the litury 
of the church of England, in the cha and pari 
church aforefaid; with the fam of forty thillings yearly, 
to be divided equally upon Chrifimas-Eve among eight 
poor houfe-keepers of Barrow, as the miniter and church- 
wardene fhould . 

Bithop ‘Beverisge bas had a high charatter given him 
by feveral writers, The author of a letter publifbed in 
the Guardian, having made an extra aut of the bithop’s 
firft fermon in the fecond volume relating to the Deity, 
tells us, that it may, for acutenefa of judgement, ornament 
of fpeech, abd true fublime, compare with any of the 
choiceft writi: of the antient fathers, or doétors of the 
church, who lived neareft to the apoftles’ times. Dr. 
He Felton, in his differtation on reading the claffics 
and formin a juft ftyle, written in the ix 109, Few 
tells vs, * “That our learned and venerable Bifhop hath de- 
Jivered himfelf with thofe arnaments alone, which 
fabje& fu ed to him, and hath written in thet plain- 

Vor. IV. L * nefe 
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nefe and folemnity of ftyle, that gravity and finiplicity, 
which give authority to the facred traths he teacheth, and 
unanfwerable evidence to the doétrines he defendeth; 
that there is fomething fo great, primitive, and apoftolical 
in his writings, that it creates an awe and veneration it 
our mind. ‘That the importance of his fabjects is above 
the decoration of words, and what is great and majeftic in 
idfelf, looketh moft like itfelf, the lefs it is adorned” ‘The 
true fablime in the great articles of our faith is lodged in 
the plaineft woids. The divine Revelations are beft ex- 
prefled in the language they were revealed in and, al 
obferved before of the Scriptures, they will fafer no or- 
nament, nor amendment.’ Thug Dr. Felton. 

Another writer gives this character of our excellent 
Bifhop. * This great and Bifhop had very early ad- 
diGed bimfelf te piety and a religious courfe ‘of li, of 
which his Private Thoughts upon Religion will be a laitin, 
evidence. ‘They were written in his younger years; an 
he muft, a confiderable time before this, have devoted 
himfelf to fuch pra@tices, otherwife he could never have 
drawn up fo judicious and found 2 declaration of his faith, 
nor have formed fuch excellent refolutions fo agreeable to 
the chriftian life in all it’s parts. Thefe things fhew him 
to be acquainted with the life and power of religion long 
before, and that even from a child he knew the holy ferip- 
tures. And as his piety was early, fo it was very eminent 
and confpicuous, in ali the parts and ftations of his life. As 
he had formed fuch id refolutions, he made fuitable im- 
provements upon them; and they, at, Jength; grew up 
into fuch fertled habits, that all his a€tions favored of no- 
thing but piety and religion. His holy example was a 
vel ‘reat ornament to our church ; and he honored his 

rofeliion and fundion by zealoufly difchasging ail the 
luties thereof. ~How remarkable was his piety towards” 
GOD! Wat an aweful fenfe of the divine Majetty did 
he always exprefs! How did he delight in his worfhip 
and fervice, atx frequent his houfe of prayer! How great 
was hia charity to men; how earneftly was he concerned 
for their welfare, as his pathetic addreffes to them in his- 
difcourfes plaint difcover! How did the chriftian fpirit 
ran through all ‘bis a@tiions, and what a wonderful pat- 
tern was he of prignitive purity, holinefs, and devotion ! 
Ashe was remarkable for his great piety and zeal for 
religion, fo he was hij to be efteemed or hia learning, 
which be wholly applied to promote the intereft of his 
great 
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reat Mafter. He was one of extenfive and almoft uni- 
yerfal reading: He was well filled in the oriental lan- 
Buages, and the Fri learning, as may appear from 
many of his fermons; and, indeed, he was furni: to 
avery eminent degree with all ufeful knowledge: He was 
yery much to be admired for his readinefs in the fetiptures: 
Hehad made it his bufinefs to acquaint himfelf thoroughl: 
with thofe facred oracles,whereby he was {unified unto alt 
goed works ; He was able to produce fuitable paflages from. 
them on all occaGons, and was very happy in explaining 
them to others. Thus he improved his time and his abi- 
lities in ferving GOD and doing good, till he arrived ata 
good old age, when it pleafed hie tt Mafter to give him 
eft from his labors, and to affign him a place in thofe man- 
fions of blus, where he had always laid up his treaftre, and 
to which his heart had been all along devoted throughout 
the whole courfe of his life and aétions, Hs was fo highly 
efteemed among all learned and good men, that when he 
yas dying, one of the chicf of bis order defervedly faid 
Of him, * There goes orie of the greateft, and one of the 
beft men, that ever Eng /and bred.’ 

The learned Dr. on, in a letter to Mr. Nelfon, 
eccafioned by the publication of bifhop Bx/i’s fermons, 
difcourfing with great judgement concerning the mot! 
Rroper and ufeful manner of prcaching, 1n the clofe, ranks 

ir venerable Prelate with St. Chryjoftom himfelf in thefe 
words: * Thofe therefore who are cenforious enough to 
refle& with feverity upon the pious ftrains which are to be 
found in St. Ghry/oftom, bilhop Beveridge, or bithop Bull, 
inay poffibly be ‘good judges of an ode, or an eflay, but 
do not feem to citi oly fermons, or to exprefs 
a juft value for (piritual 2 
| Notwithftanding thefe juft and candid opinions, it maft 
not be concealed, that ehemits of the truths, which 

his 4 Bifhop maintained, or rather which the church 
f England maintains in her articles and homilies (for the 
Bithop held no other), made a virulent attack upon bis 
writings foon after his deceafe. At that titne, as well as 
at this, there were people, who could pretend to fubferibe 
the artitlet ex anime for preferment, without believing a 
word of them; aod, not fatisfied with this duplicity, 
could have the effrontery likewife to be wey any with 
thofe, who confcisntioufly did believe and honeftly pro- 
felled them. The Bifhop has been charged with abfur- 
@ities upon thé doétrine of the Trinity, with downright 
La Calvinthing 
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Calvinifm, &c.—but, let it be remembered, it waa fy 
Antitvintarians, Pelagians, Socinians, and Arminians, who, 
it muft be owned, are not (fair jodges upon the cafes 
Hus “ Private 'l honghts,” tl which we have very few 
more excellent books, have beena particular object of their 
animadyerfion, One hundredth part of this good man's 
piety, in his adverfaries, would have led them to different 
conclufions, and have caufed at feaft a filent reverence for 
a character, which very few men of any order are over- 
difpofed to excel. If fuch men as Whiffen, and Collins 
his admirer, were to diétate the rules of orthodoxy; we 
can eafily guefa what would become of all the confeffions 
and formularies of faith, which are fupported by divine au- 
thority and by divine grace witnefing their truth in mens 
hearts and lives ; and, what fort of refpeét might be fhewn, 
in a very little time afterwards, to the Bible itfelf; For 
the humor of impeaching divine, as well as political, 

fitions knows no end, but fubverfion and anarchy. 

lowever, we have reafon to be thankful for that gracious 
promife, that the gates Sy bell foall not prevail againf the 
church or truths of GOD, to the end of the world; and, 
therefore, we need not be more deeply concerned, than in 
charity we ought to be for the felf-deluding innovators 
themfelves, concerning a matter, which has the wifdom 
of GOD to condué, and the power of GOD, to fupport, 
it atall times. 

Bithop Brveridge left many Worns. Thofe publithed 
by himfelf are as follow: “ I. De Linguarum Orienta- 
liam, prefertim Hebraice, Chaldaicm, Syriace, Arabica, 
& Samaritanice, preftantidet ufu. Lond. 1658. II, In- 
ftivationum Chronologicarum libri duo, una cum totidem 
arithmetices chronologicz hbellis. Lond. 1669. ILI. 
Surids w five Pandeé&t Canonum S.S. apoftolorum et 
conciliorum ab Ecclefia Greca receptorum, tc. Oxonii. 
2 vol. folio, 1672. IV. Codex Canonum Ecclefi Pri- 
mitive vindicatus & illuftratus. Lend. 1679. V. The 
Chase Cascaie explained for the Uric the piocsle 
of St. Afaph. Lond. ty04, 4f0,” reprinted feveral times 
fince in baer volume. Befides the above-mentioned 
works of this prelate, we have the following publifhed 
after his death: VI. Private Thoughts upon Religion, 
digetirdlntotwelve articles, withPraGticalRefolutionsform- 

thereupon; written in his younger years (when he was 
about twenty-three vears old} for the fettling of his prin- 
ciples and condué of life. Lond. 1709. Tt, Private 
‘Thoughts upon a Chriftian Life; or neceflary Direicas. 
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for its beginning and fs upon earth, in order to its 
final Perfedtion in 3 tific Vifion. Loxdon. 1709. 
VIN. The ft Neceffity and Advantage of pubuc 
Prayer and frequent Communion. Defigned to revive 
rimitive Piety; with Meditations, Ejaculations, and 
Prayers, before, at, and after the Sacrament. London, 
3710, Thefe have been reprinted feveral times in qte 
and ra#e. IX. One Hundred and Fifty Sermons and 
Difcourfes on feveral Subjects. London, 1708, tc. in 
twelve vols. 8c. Reprinted at London, 1719, in two 
vols. fol, X. Thefaurus Theologicus; or, A complete Syf- 
tem of Divinity, fummed up in brief Notes upon felect 
Places of the Old and New Teftament; wherein the 
Sacred Text is reduced under proper Heads, explained 
and illuftrated with the Opinions and Authorities of the 
antient Fathers, Councils, tc. London, 1711, four vols. 
Sve, XI. A Defence of the Book of Pfalms, collected 
into Eagi/é metre, by Thomas Sternhold, John Hopkins, 
and others, with critical Obfervations ‘on the New 
Verfion compared with the Old, London, 1pI0s 8v0, 
In this Book he gives the Old Verfion the rence to 
the New. XII. Expofition of the Thirty-Nine Articles, 
London, 1710, 1716, fol, 


THOMAS DOOLITTLE, 


IHOMAS DOOLITTLE was born at Xidderminfter 

in Warcefterfbire, in the year 1630. He early dif- 
covered an inclination to 3 and, at a proper aE 
was fent to Cambridge, and admitted into Pembroke-Hail. 
Here he bent his dies for the miniftry, in which he 
had Mr, Bester’s encouragement. Whilft at fchool at 
Kidderminfter, be heard Mr. Baxter preach thofe fermons, 
which were afterwards printed in his book of The Saints 
Reft : Some of which difcourfes were bleffed of GOD to 
his converfion, which was the ground of that peculiar 
efteem and affeétion which he would often exprefs for that 
holy man, whom GOD had made his fpiritoal father. 
Some of his friends would have had him brought up to the 
jaw, and he was actually pat upon trial to an attorney i 

3 tl 
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the country, with whom he did not ftay long, as provi- 
dence bad dchigoed him to other work. "Being fet to coy 

out fome writings on the Lard’s-day, he obeyed his mafter 
yith great relu ce; and the next day went home to his 
father, and complained of the wound it had made in hia 
{pirit ; adding, that he could no more think of returning 
to his place, -or of applying himfelf to any thing elfe, as 
the ‘bubnels of his tike, but ferving Chri? in the wosk of 


fpel. 

“ae he went to the univerfity under the privilege and 
bleffing of a tender confcience, and a heart betimes fet 
right with GOD; by which he was an experienced chrify 
tiap, hefore he was a minifter ; and, as he improved in 
earning, he grew alfo in grace, which qualified and dif- 
pofed him to lay out ali his other attainments to the ho- 
jor of his Lord. Having ftaid in the univerfiry till he had 
yakon his degree of mafter of arts, he left Cambridge, and 
catne to London, where he was foon taken notice af for 
his warm and affectionate preaching. ‘The parith of St. 
sAighage, by Eondoa-Wall, beng at that time without 
goinifter, fiveral preathed as jidates for the place; but 
the inhabitants, upon hearing Mr. Doolittle, centered in 
him, and gave him a cqll to be their paftor. He has been 
heard to {peak of the great concern he was under upon this 
occafion, in a deep fenfe of the weight of the work, and 
from the confideration of his youth; but having prayed 
earnefily ta GOD, and advited with his friends, he agcepted 
of the call given bim, ‘and apphed himfelf with all his 
might <0 his work, and the hand of the Lord was with 
Kim; fo that to ald age, on proper occafions, he was wont 
tq remember with thankfulnefs the divine pawer that at- 
tended bis miniftrctions, at hia Arft fetting out, ‘ Some 
time after his fertlgment hére, he martied a yery prudent 
and piots genticwoman, wham Re found every way fuit+ 
able, and a great help to him, efpecially in the perfecuting 
times. He continued a faithful laborer in this place ning 
Years, viz, till the fad Bertholyrew-day, 1662, when bé, and 
about two thoufand of his Urethren, were filenced for 
penconformity. Before the a& took place, Mr. Deolittle 
carefully ftadicd che terms required, and prayed to GOD 
for light; and, upon the ‘whole, thonghe it his daty to be 
& nonconformift, and relolved acebrdingly, thoygh he 
pad now three cLildreh and a growing family. From St. 
Petece he went into @lcerficids, where he opened his houfe 
for boarders, and had fo many defirous to have their chil- 
Gren with him for inftyuétion, thar he was conftrained oe 
he ” ied 
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hire a larger houfe in Bunbill-Fields, where he continued to 
the time of the great pl: 3. when he removed to Weod- 
Serd-Bridge, by Epping Fordt leaving the reverend Mr. 
Thomas Vincent in his houfe, who was of great ofe to many 
ig the general calamity, ‘This village was a Zoar ta him, 
where he continued in fafety, while the plague was raging, 
and making fuch dreadful havoc in the city. And thou; 

many reforted to his houfe for the worfhip of GOD, 

hhad not one fick of his numerons family, confifting at that 
time of more than thirty. Here he wrote an sddrefs ta 
his friends in Zoxden, entitled, ‘* A Spiritual Antidote in 


dying Times.” 
‘After the ficknefs, he retarned to his houfe, and the 
next year faw with forrow the city in flames, by which 
anoft ‘of the churches were laid in afhes. ‘This and the 
former judgement were very awfal, and when the voice of 
the Lord cried fo loudly to the city and nation, he thought 
it no time for minifters to be filent. Though forbidden to 
reach by the Act of Uniformity, he could not take that 
Fa difcharge from the work office of the miniftry, to 
which he believed himfelf folemnly feparafed, according to 
the rules of the word. Zeal for GOD, and compaffion 
to fouls, led him to fet up a meeting-houfe, firft, near his 
dwelling in Bunbill-Fields; and whey that proved toa ftraity 
and the city began to be rebuilt, he took a piece of ground, 
and eretted a large and commodious place of worthip in 
Mugwell-Street, near Crit rate, Here he preached to a 
numerous auditory, and had many feals to his miniftry. 
Among others, there was one that was wont to rail againft 
him, and abufe his wife, who was a pious woman, for 
ing to hear him, This poor creature, on a Lord’s- 
x , told his wife, he had a mind for once, to go with her 
himfelf, and hear the minifter of whom fhe had talked fo 
much, She anfwered, if he would, he would never {peak 
againft him more. And fo it proved; for, while he was 
hearing, the Spirit of GOD, which, like the wind, bloweth 
where it Iifteth, fo effeCtually applied what was faid to hia 
heart, that from that time he came anew man and fe- 
rious chriftian, and held it to the laft; adoring the grace 
of GOD, which, by Mr. Doolittk’s miniftry, had plucked 
bim as abrand from the burning. The reft of his brethren, 
who about the fame time left their retirements, and en- 
tered with more freedom on the exercife of their miniftry, 
were witnefles to the like fuccefs, “With reference to this, 
a great and cffcfual deor was opened to them, which ex- 


gited che rage of mony aver fariets who would not five. 
s era. 
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them long to go on, in fuch work as this, without diftuy- 
bance. be shen Lord-Mayor, underftanding what was 
defigned again them, Privatel fent for Mr, Doolittle and 
Mr. Vivcent, engagin is word of honor that t fhould 
not be detained. en they waited upon his lordfhip, ho 
endeavored to diffuade them from preaching, intimating 
the danger they might otherwife be in. But they told his 
lordfhip, they were fatisfied of their right and call to preach 
the gofpel, and therefore could not promife to defift ; and 
in the way of their duty they could truft providence with 
their perfons and concerns... Upon which, as had been 
promifed, they were difmiffed. The Saturday following, 
a meffenger of the King’s; with a company of the train 
bands, came about midnight to feize Mr. Doolittle in his 
houfe; but, while they were breaking open the door, he 
Kot over the wall to a neighbour's houfe, and fo efeaped. 

fter they had fearched in vain, and were gone, he re- 
turned in ‘the morning, purpofing to preach. But a geu- 
tleman belonging to ‘Mr. Watfon, hearing of what hak 
been done, came early to fee him, and gave an account 
that the like fearch had been made after Mr. Watfen and 
‘Mr. J’incent, who therefore thought it not proper to preachy 
and advifed him to defift alfo, as it looked as if there was 
fome defiga againft them in particular. Mr. Deolittle had 
‘one who readily undertook to preach for him, by which, 
means he was preferved that day ; for when the minifler 
waa in his fermon, a company, of foldiers came into the 
place, and the officcr that them, cried aloud to the mi- 
nifler, * I command you in the king’s name, to come 
down,’ The minifter anfwered, ¢ I command yon, in the 
name of the King of kings, not to difturb his worthip, 
but Jet me go on.” Upon which the officer bad his men 
fire, ‘The minifter undaunted clapt his hand upon his 
breaft, and faid, * Shoot, if you pleafe, you can only kilt 
the body, and after that can do no more.’ Upon which, 
the people being all in an uproar, and the aiembly break- 
ing up, the minifter got away in the crowd, uncbferved, 
and without hurt. 

After this, Mr. Doolittle was obliged to be abfont from 
his dwelling-houfe for feveral weeks, as guards were fet 
hefore the mecting-houfe, to prevent the worfhip of GOD 
there; and at length the juitices came, and had the pulpit 
pulled down, and the doors faftened, with the king's broad 
arrow fct upon them, Upon the licence granted by K, 
Charles, in 1672, he refamed his place and work 2s a” 
preacher, and, moreover, taking a large houfe at Hingtony 

fet. 
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fet up an academy, and as a tutor fitted feveral young men 
for the minuftry ; among whom his own fon was one, the 
late reverend Mr. Samuel Doolitsle, who was many years 
paitor of a congregation at Readimg in Berk/bire. When K, 
Charles's ticence was recalled, and the act came out, driving 
diffenting minifters five miles from a corporation, Mr. 
Doslinle broke up houle-keeping, and went with his famil 
to board at Wimbleten. Several of his pupils went with 
him, lodging themfelves in neighboring houfes, from 
whence they went to him at appointed oats: to be in= 
ftructed. fter this he removed to Batts fa, where hi 
goods were feized and fold: And not only here, but in 
‘other places, his houfe was rifled, and his perfon often in 
danger ; but providence ftili favored his efcape, fo that he 
was never imprifoned. Ar length the toleration gave him 
an opportunity of returning to his old place and people in 
Mug well-Strect ; where he continued, as long as he lived, a 
faithfal preacher and paftor, watching for fouls, as one 
that muft give an account. Befides his preaching twice 
every Lord’s-day, he had alfo a weekly icéture on 
Wednefdayt. He alfo printed many practical hooks, by 
which, being dead, be yet fp fe had a great felicit: 
and delight in catechizing, and urged minifters to it, as o} 
Special tendency to propagate knowledge, eftablith perfong 
jn the truth, and prepare them to read and hear fermans 
with greater advantage, 

In 1692 his wife died, who was truly the defire of his 
eyes, and the moft ble companion of his life for 
thirty-nine years. le had by her thfee fons, and fix 
daughters. “The lofs of his affectionate wife made a 
very deep impreffion upon his {pirits, which occa- 
fioned his preaching and printing thofe difcourfes which 
he called, “¢ The "Mourner's Dire€tory.” In his lat- 
ter years he was tly affiéted with the, ftone, and 
by that and other diftempers, more chan once brought, 
to appearance, very near the grave ; but, on bis people’s 
meeting in prayer for him, he was wonderfully reftored, 
and longer {pared on this fide heaven, as a happy inftru- 
ment to help others thither. 

‘When thus delivered, he was full of care to anfwer the 
pus pofes of grace in prolonging his day, under the quick- 
ening apprehenfion that it muft have an end. With this 
thought he did what his hand found to do, with all his 
might, a5 one waiting for his Lord, and willing and de- 
firous to be found amongft thofe fervgnts, who fhall be 
bleffed by him at bis coming. Upon his recovery storm 

afore 
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a fore fit ef the ftone, in which his life was in danger, 
jhe thus writes to his in the ifte before the 
‘Monrner’s Direftory. bes [gan feabble penave bet a little 
ime to tarry wi in ve, whither I am going, 
can neither Preach nor catecline, nor do any thing for 
myfelf or you; the daily ts whereof are {pure and 
goads to me to put om and to go all I can while I 
am with you. O that I could preach every fermon as a 
@ying man, and fo near unto eternity! O that you may 
Bear a2 thafe that ftand upon the brink of the grave, an 
Borders am eternal world, not knowing which of 
you may oat of time inte an everlafting ftate before 
you may have an tunity to hear again ! you 
aod I may mind and practife, what is preached and heard, 
according to See With senne ie Cc Rom: 
, edge my inabili Fine work ; put tho ve 
But hall 9 talent, the Cont’ knows Ido spore ufe it 
and improve jt for his glory, and the adv of im- 
mortal fouls that ly muft be damned or faved, and 
that my endeavours may be fo watered with the blefing 
of GOD, (ho can work by whom he will) that they 
may iffve in the conviction, converfion and fandtification 
af the hearers, that they may be faved, and mot damned, 
and the account may be given by me and them with joy, 
and mot with grief.” Though he entered betimes into the 
way asa chriftian, and into Cérif's vineyard as a minifter, 
he on im both without fainting, even to the feventy~ 
year of his age, and the fifty-third of his miniftry. 
A life prolonged to unufefulnefs, he would fometimes 
mention as the greateft trial he feared; bur GOD was 
gracious to him, and prevented his being put to that 
"ial ; for he was capable of fervice to hig laft week, and 
the very Lord’s-day before his death he preached and cate- 
chized with great vigor. The fubject of his laft fermon 
was, 1 Febu v. 4. this is the piney that overcometh 
she world, even cur fab. By this faith he had lived, and 
from the fame principle, looking unto e/as, he was enabled 
in a becoming manner to die. 

‘The time of his ficknefs was fhort, being confined but 
fro days to his bed, during which the phyficians thought 
2s ry to keep him for the moft part Sosing 3 fo that 
he could not fay much to thofe about him. But, in the 
valley of the fhadow of death, he had GOD"s gracious 
prefence with him, and fo much fenfe of it as proved a 
powerful cordial to his fupport, when flefh and heart were. 
i ready 
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reafy to fail. Being defired by his fon, when he la: 
{pecchlefs, to fignify if he ard peace and fari{- 
ation, as to his eternal ftate, by lifting up bis hand; he 

ily lifted up his hand, and {gon after felt aileep, Mag 

4707, the laft of the Lexdon minifters ej by the 
aét of uniformity. His body was carried to the buryin 
place in Aundill-Fields, followed by a numerous train ‘oe 
true mourners, 

‘The next Lord’s-day after the interment, his funeral 
fermon was preached by Dr. Williams from 2 Cor. i. 126 
For a rejoicing is this, the teffimony 9 rH feats ie 
im, licity a fimcerity, mot witi wifdern, but 
ere oP COD, wee bee bod war" tortor aden ta 
world. ‘This charaéter, faid the door, belonged as much 
to, and waa exemplified as plainly in our worthy brother 
deceafed, as in ‘mot. Thus whilt in the world he evi- 
denced that he was not of it, and fpent his life and 
fabors in preparing himfelf and others for a better, ta 
which he is now gone. Minifters, even the moft holy 
and ufeful, muft die, as wellas others, 4 fle/b is gras, 
and all the glory of man as the of graf. The grafe 
withereth, and the flewer alle away, bus che ward 
of the Lord endgreth “for ever 3 and this is the word whi 
Z she gofpel is preached unto you. 

His Works. ‘* I, A Sermon concerning Affurance 3 
in the Morning Exercife at Cripplegate. 40. 1661. TI. A 
fpiritual Antidote again@ finful Contagion (a Cordial for 
Believers, with a Corrofive for the Wicked) in dying Times. 
8u0. 1665. HI. A Treatife concerning the Lord's Supper. 
12me. 1665, IV. Directions how to live after a ing 
Plague. 810.1666. V. A Rebuke for Sin, by GOD’s burn- 
ing Anger. 8ve. 1667. VI. The young Man’s Inftrudtor, 
and the old Man’s Remembrancer. Sve. 167 Vir. 
Captives bound in Chains, made free by iff their 
Surety: Or, The Mifery of gracelefs Sinners, and their 
Recovery by Chriff their Saviour. 800. 1674. VIII. A 

¢mon concerning Praycr; in the Supplement to the 

Morning Exercife. 1674. 1X. The Nosetty Popery = 
‘A Sermon in the Morning Exercife againft Popery. 4s0. 
1675. & The Lord's Sufferings fhewed in the 
er '; Sbpper. rame. 1682. XI. A Call to delaying 

inners. t2me. 1683. XII. A Sermon of eyeing Eternity 
in all we do; in the Continuation of the Morning Ex- 
ercife. gto. 1683. XIII, A Scheme of the Principles of 
fhe Chniftian Religion, 8vs. 1688. XIV. The Sresre 

" : : ‘ : 
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filenced : Or, The Evil and Danger of prophane Swearing 
and Perjury demonftrated, 120. 1689. XV. Love to 
Doria necefaty to efcape the Curfe at his coming Sue 
1693. XVI. nakes explained, and pra@tically im- 

roved. By. 169 4 VIE. The Mourner'’s Direory. 
Boe. 1694, XVI, -A plain Method of Catechifing, Be, 
1698, 1X. The Saints Convoy to, and Manfons in 
Heaven: Bye. 1698, XX. A Complete Body of Pracs 
ue jivinity; being a new rovement of the Afy 
fembly's Catschilmm. Jol. 1723." 


HERMAN WITSIUS, D.D, 


IE celebrated Dr. Marck of Leyden, in hie Latin 

oration delivered at the interment of Wipfus, gave 
the moft full account of his life; from which account the. 
following memoir is chichy extracted. 

‘This excellent Man of GOD and of true fcience was 
born at Enchayfen in We? Frisflend, o the 12th of Fe- 
roy 1636, of religious who devoted him to 
GOD even from before his birth. was named Herman, 
from his mothe’s father, who was a moft pious minifter 
at that place for above thirty years. He came (as it is 
galled) beforehis time ; and this premature birth had well 
nigh coft both mother and fon their lives, In confe- 
quence of this, he was, when born, fo uncommonly fmall 
and weakly, that the midwife, and other women prefent, 
conciuded he muft die in a fow hours. But, herein, GOD 
difappointed their fears, and (for what can make void his 
rurpoles ?) raifed this puny infant, afterwards, into a very 
Great man (nat in body, for he was alwaya {pare and 
thin): A man of vaft intellegtual abilities, brightened and 
improved by deep fludy, and whofe fanze diffufed ifelf 
throughout the whole chriftian world, by his ufefyl, au5 
merous, and learned labors. 

His parents, after this danger, took particular care of 
his education, and were obliged to be extremely tender of 
his health. ‘Above all, they endeavored (and their en- 
deavore were crowned with fuccefs equal to their 
withes) ta bring him up in the nurture and admonii ‘the 
Lord: ‘Teaching bim, e’er he could {peak difindly, to 
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Kifp out the praifes of GOD, and uofold his wants in 
ayer before the throne of grace. In the fixth year of 
‘is age, he was entered at the public fchool of his mative 

town, to learn the rudiments of Latin. There he con-+ 

tinued three years; at the end of which fpace, his mo- 

ther’s brother, the learned Peter Gerbard, took him to 

his own houfe, and under his own immediate tuition, 
Under the care of his good uncle, #’it/iws made fo rapid 

a progrets in learning, that, before he was fifteen yeara 

ald, he could not only fpeak and write the Zatin langu 

torre&tly, and with fome of fluency ; but cou! 

alfo readily interpret the of the Greek Teflament, 
and the orations of J/ecrates, and render the Hebrew com~ 
mentaries of Samuel into Latin: At the fame time giving 
the etymology of the original words, and affigning the 
reafons of the variations of the pointing grammatically. 

He had, likewife, now, acquired fome know! of philo- 

Sophy ; and had fo far bimfelf mafter of logic, that, 

‘when he was removed to the univerfity, he needed no 

preceptor to inftrué& him in that art. ic learned alfo, 

while he continued with his uncle, Waleus's aed Burger{- 
dicixs’s. Compendiums of Ethics: Which latter author he 

lied fo diligently, that he could at any time repeat by 
fot the quotations cited by him from any of the antient 
writers, whether Gresk or in. He acquainted himfelf, 
too, with the elements of natural philofophy and meta- 
phyfics; and, as his uncle always kept him ufefally em- 
ployed, he was likewife mafier, and that almoft by heart, 
of Windelin’s Compendiam of Theology: ‘The good man 
deeming it an effential and fpecial part of his duty to make 









his nephew, his earlieft youth, intimatety verfed in 
matters of di "° 
His uncle himfelf had, from his own childhood, been 





inured to fanétify the ordinary aétions and offices of life, 
by fending up ejaculatory afpitarions to GOD, fuitable to 
the bufinefs he vas about; in order to which, he had 
made his memory the ftore-houfe of fome more eminently 
ufeful and familiar texts of fcripture, both of the Old 
and New Teftament, which related or might be accom- 
mmodated to every part of common life; fo that, when be 
lay dawn, rofeup, drefied, wafhed, walked abroad, ftu- 
died, or did an: thing elfe, he could repeat appofte paf- 
fages from the holy {criptures in their original langoages 
of either Hebrew or Greek; ul 2 in a very eminent 
manner, acknowledging GOD in all his ways, and doing- 

whatfoever 
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wharfoever he did to his glory. ‘hia fame excellent 
pradtice lhe recommended to his nephew; which had fo 

appy an effect, that very many portions, both of the 
Hebrew Bible and Greek Teftament, were, in his youth, 
fo desaly imprefled on Witfus's memory, that, even in 
his ages never forgot them. é 

From hie uncle’s care he waa removed to Utrecht, What 
thiefly recommended this place to him, were the ad- 
vantages he hoped to gain from the letares and conver- 
fation of thofe very famous divines, who, at that time, 
florithed there; efpecially Maatfius, Hoernbeek, and Gifbere 
Foetizs, Hither, 3 re, he came, A. D. 1651, and 
in the fifteenth year of his age. But, juft before he 
reached Utrecht, Maatfius was gathered to his fathers ; fo 
that, on his arrival, he had only the melancholy fatisfaction 
of hearing the great Ho yonounce the funeral 
oration over his much-loved friend arid colleague. Here 
he went through 2 prodigious courfe of oriental learning ; 
and he, very early, gave a fpecimen of hi great proficienc: 
in the He tongue, by compofing 3 moft elegant 
mafterly oration in that language, De Meffia Fudaorum 
& Chriftiannum; which, at the requeft of his mafter 
Lexfden, he pronounced, with great applaufe, before the 
wniverfity, A. D. 1654, and int the eighteenth Pfral of 
his agt. " Though he was thus devoted to matters of litera 
ture, he, neverthelefs, fet apart the. ter portion of his time 
for the ftudy of divinity ; to which, as he rightly judged, 
the others were to a& in fubferviency. In order to pro- 
ceed properly in this greateft and beft of feiences, he put 
himfelf under the guidance of fuch theological ptofeflors 
as were moft eminent for profound learning and the ex- 
agteft fkill in the facred volumes. Thefe were Gifbert 
Vostins, Fobm Hoornbeek, Walter Bruinius and ews 
Effinius.” About this time, he had a great defire of re- 
pairing to Groningen; chiefly with a view to fee and hear 
‘the celebrated Marefius, profeffor of divinity in 
that univerfity. Hither, therefore, he repaired, towards 
the latter end of the year 1654. Being arrived, he 
devoted himfelf entirely to divinity, under the fole guid- 
ance of Marshar’ and entered on exercifes previous to 
preaching. Thefe he performed in the French tongue ; and 
acquitted himfelf entirely to the fatisfaftion of his tutor. 
Having {pent a year at Groningen, an¢ obtained ample 
teftimenials, of his good behavior and great abilities froux 
the college of divinés; he determined for 
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having received information that the ¢ was making 
eat havoc in that city, he chany ene was and re- 
Biived to revifit Utrecht, that he might there perfect him- 
fel€ in divinicy. 

On his return to Utrecht, he not only, as formerly, at- 
tended all the Siviniey leGtures, both public and private, 
of the feveral pro! ra; but entered into a ftri& and 
therough intimacy with that very exceflenr divine, 
Bogaerdtiut; than whom, Witfus was of opinion, a greater 
saan pares lived, From his jectures, gonverfation, Fam 
ample, and prayers, through the grace of ¢! ivine Spi- 
Tit! Pitas’ was enlightesed inte the snyfteries of 
Redeemer’s kingdom, and led inta the c table, beart- 
felt enjoyment of inward, fpiritual, and experimental 
chriftianity, ‘Through his means, he firft learned how 
widely diderent that knowledge of divine things is, which 
flows from mere learning, ftudy, and acquifition; froux 
that fablime and heaven-taught wifdom, which is the refulé 
of fellowship with Chrif by the Holy Ghoft ; and which, 
throngh his own powerful influences on the hearts of his 
eleét, glorioufly conforms the believing foul more 
more to the blefled of its Divine Saviour. 

Wifus always humbly and thankfully acknowled, 
that Bogaerdtius was the inftrament GOD made nfe 
to lead him into the innermoft, Tr le a ay ite and 
gracious experience ; whereas, ‘till then, he only im 
the outer court : But, from thenceforward, difelaiming all 
vain wifdom and felf-dependence, he was Bappily brou; 
to fit down at the feet of Tes, fimply to learn the my: 
ies of his frora his bleed teachings alone, and to 
receive his kingdom as a little child. Nor yet was be fo 
takers wp with thefe delightful and fublime matters, as to 
emit or fight his academical fudies ; which appeared from 
his Thefes concerning the T: Y> written about this 
time: Wherein, with great learning, and fingular abilicy, 
he proved that important deGtrine from the writings of 
the antient Jews, and fhewed how very far the modern 
ones were degenerated, in that article, their rabbins* 
and forefathers. Thefe Thefes he debated publicly in the 
univerfitry, under the prefidency of Lexfden: And although 
they were oppofed by fome of the oldett flanders and ableft 
difputanta in the col yet Lex; was of opinion, that 
hia young pupil defended his 2 fo well, and main- 
tained his ground in fo firm and mafterly a manner, as to 
ftand in need of no affftance from him: Wherefore he far 
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by, the whole time, without interpofing one word, but 
left Wiyfies entirely to himfelf. And it being cuftomary 
there, when difpntations are over, for the defendant to re+ 
turn thanks to the prefident, for his care and affiftance 3 
when /Fisfiur did thie, the prefiderit replied, with equal 
truth and politenefs, * You have tio reafon, fir, to make 
me fuch an acknowledgment ; fince you ntither had, nor 
dtood in need of, any afiiftance from me,’ This was in the 
ar 1655, and in the nineteenth year of his age. Being, 
yy this time, very famous in the two univerfities of Utrecht 
and Gronmgen, it was thought high time for him to enter 
on an office, wherein he might be made df general fervice 
tothe church, Wherefore he prefented himfelf, for his 
preparatory exantination, at Enchugfen, A.D. 1656. Here 
he was admitted to preach publicly ; which he did, with 
extraordinary reputation and univeriat applaufe. 

‘At the inftigation of that reverend man, Fobu Boifus, 
minifter of the French proteftant church at Utrecht, Witfiusy 
thougn naturally exceedingly bafhful and diffident, was 
prevailed with to folicit the aflembly of French divines, 
convened at Dort, for licence to preach publicly, and in 
the French language, in their churches, This he eafily 
obtained; partly by the influence of the celebrated Anthony: 
Hiutias, (the excellent author of the Theologia Fudaicay 
to whom, at the requeft of Bojfus, Witfus had written a 
very elegant epiitle in Hebrew. From that time forward, 
he often preached in French, both at Utrecht and Amflerdams 
as, in the courfe of his miniftry, be had done 4 conf- 
derable time before, out of the French pulpit at Lewwarden. 
Bat, thinking himfelf not quite perfeét in that language, 
he purpofed taking a journey into France for that end; as 
alfo, that he might have an opportunity of fecing the many 
eminent divines and univerficy profeffors, who then fou- 
rifhed in the proteftant parts of that kingdom. But divine 
providence was pleafed to order matters otherwife; for in 
the yeat 1957. and the twenty-firft of his age, he had 2 

lar call from the church at /7¢fwouden, to be their mi- 
nifter ; and into this office he was initiated, on the 8th of 
‘July, in the fame year. Here he waited on GOD and hie 
thurch, for upwards of four years; and, being in the 
prime of life, was the better able to difcharge the dutica 
of his fun@tion with aGivity and diligence. He had the 
fatisfaction to fee his labors fucceed, efpecially among the 
younger fort, whom he very frequently catechized ; with 
great fweetnefs and condefcenfion, accommodating himfelf 
to theic underftandings ; infomuch that both the chilies 





wITsIusS 165 


amd youth of the place, who, at his firft coming there, 
‘were quite ignorant of every thing, could not only give a 
Judicious account of the principal heads in divinity, but 
‘could alfo confirm and fupport the account they gave with 
numerous and pertinent quotations from fcripture: And, 
when they came home from church, and were, at any 
time, quelioned as to the fermon they had heard ; they 
could, without any trouble, recapitulate the chief parti- 
culars of the difcourfe, its Subject, diviGions, do@uines, 
and improvements. 

‘When the fame of our learned and able paftor began to 
reach far and wide, he received an invitation from the 
church of Wormeren, in the fame province of North 
Holland, to be their minifter: 3 church famous for its 
numbers, but, at that time, fadly harraffed with inteftine 
jars and divifions ; and who, therefore, thought they could 
‘not choofe a paftor more capable of edifying his flock, and 
of calming their diffentions, than Wizfus. ro this call of 
their's he acceded, and undertook the miniftry of that 
church in the month of Ofober, 1661, and the twenty- 
fifth year of his age. Here he ftaid four years and an 
half: So reconciling all parties, and building them up in 
the knowledge of Chrij?, and the obedience of faith, that, on 
the one hand, he bad the comfort to {ee himfelf the objec& 
of his people’s moft affectionate regard ; and, on the other, 
that his pious and (pacific Jabors were not in yain in the 
Lord. le was afterwards called to Goos, in Zealand. 
While he continued here, he enjoyed fuch opportunities 
of ftudy and retirement, and was, in all refpects, fo com- 
fortably firuated ; that he would often declare, afterwards, 
he never fpent his time with greater pleafure and improve- 
ment. From this place he was removed to Leuwarden the 
capital of Frisfland, in April, 1668. During his fay at 

irden, it can {carce be conceived with what vigilance, 
faithfulnefs, and prudence, he laid himfelf out for the 
edification, comfort, and difcreet guidance of that church: 
which was a matter of the ter difficulty, as the public 
affairs were in a very critical and precarious fituation ; the 
Waited Provinces being at that time engaged in a dan- 
gerous war, and the enemy making frequent inroads into 
their territories. 

In the year 1675, that learned divine, Fobu Mdekhior 
Stsinberg, profefor of theology in the univerity of Francker, 
departed to a better world; and, that they might the bet- 
ter repair na great a lof, the teil made choice of 
Witfus to Gil up the vacant profefforfhip ; efpecially, as 
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had abundant experitnce of his integrity and great 
ahilties, during his feven refidence i thie prorhice: 
of Frisfland. ‘And, which feemed to add fill greater 
weight to their invitation, and made it appear yet more 
providential, the church at Francker, being, about the fame 
time, deprived of one of their ors, embraced the pre- 
fent occafion of calling him to be over them. Witfius, om 
the offer of thefe two important charges, repaired to 
Francker; and, after the univerfity had conferred on hinr 
the degree of doétor in divinity, he was folemnly invefted 
with the profefforfhip on the 15th of Sprit, 1675: having 
firht, as is cuftomary, delivered a moft excellent oration 
De vero Theologe, to the great fatisfaction of a vaft audito- 
ry mo a to Fransker, Lalas occafion, fom all 
3 of the Province. rh is prefidency, uni- 
verity was remarkably throngea with ftudents; many, 
who were defigned for the minifiry, repairing thither, on 
his acount, flom various OF Bavepe 3 who, baving 
finifhed their ftudiee under hie rutorage and direction, re- 
turned back to their own feveral countries, equally built 
up in piety, and advanced in learning. And, that he might 
be defective in no part of his duty, but every way anfwer 
the large expeétations of thofe who promoted him, he had 
f{carce entered on his profeffor thip, re he began (fur~ 
rounded as he was with bufinefs of great importance, 
public and private, all which be faithfully and ably dif- 
charged) to fet about writing; and publithed, in a very 
fhort {pace (befides fome academical difputations, 
and a fmaller difcourfe), two learned and pretty lar 
treatifes in Latin; to wit, his immortal book on the 
Occonomy of the Covenants, and his Exercitations om 
the ‘Apoltles’ Creed. Thefe had a prodigious fale, being 
foon vended throughout Holland and all Europes aod, gor 
ing through feveral editions, were read with great applaufe 
admiration of their author. About this time, he be- 
came acquainted with the famous Marck (afterwards 
his co! 1); who, being origi anative Frifland, 
though educated at Leyden, after he finifhed hie ftudies 
there, now returned to his own : And Witfus, 
having by authority from the ecclefiaftical fynod, examined 
him as to his abilities for the mimiftry, folemaly fet him 
apart as paftor of the church at ‘Madlumon, itmate ber 
tween Franeker and Harlingen. Soon after, Marck com~ 
menced D. D. and was, by Witfus’s influence with the 
prince’ and fenate, made ordinary profeflor of divinity in 
Francker, A. De 16760 
Fricfland, 
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Frisfiend, thus happily poffedied of fo ineftimable a trea- 
cet Withus, began tb be the envy of the neighboring 
fates and univerfities; who were each defirous of enjoying 
fo eminent 2 man themfelves. The univerfity of Groningex 
was the firft, that invited him to leave his fettlement at 
Francker : for, having loft their great profeitor, Foner 
Altingius, they fcarce knew where to avail themfelves of a 
facceflor equally capable of difcharging the feveral weight 
duties of theological and philological profeffor, and likewife 
that of being paftor of the univerfity-church. Wherefore, 
in the latter end of the year 1679, they deputed a reverend 
and learned member of their fociety, to wait on Witffus at 
Franeker ; who offered him very advantageous terms, if he 
would remove to Groningen. Witftus, immediately, commu- 
hicated the propofal to the prince, and to the heads of the 
univerfity of Francker ; and defired their advice. ‘They, 
‘with one voice, teftifying the great efteem in which they 
held him, and uniting ina eal 
would not think of leaving them; he, very modeftly and 
refpeétfully, excufed himfeléto the univerfity of Groningen 

in the inning of the year 1680, the univerfity of 
Utrecht (theic profeflor, Burmann, being dead) looked out 
for fome eminent perfon to make up his lofs; and, without: 
much hefitation, fixed their on Witfius for this pur- 
pofe, In order to prevail with him to accept the overture, 
they difpatched an honorable deputation to Francker, by 
whom ¢t) importuned him to come over to Utrecht, ani 
adorn that church and univerfity with his refidence. 

Although Wifxs was cordially attached to frig ], as 
being the place of his nativity, and where he bad fpent the 
major part of his life; yet, from the love he bore to 
Ovrecht, the place of his education, the meflengers had not 
much diticulty in gaining his confent. ‘Therefore being, 
with great reluétance on their ty _difmified by the ani- 
verfity of Franeker, he repaired to Utrecht ; where he and 
the famous Zriglandins were jointly invefted with the mi- 
hifiry of that Ghurch, on the asth of April, 1680: and, 
four days after, he commenced divinity profefor; having, 
firft, delivered a moft elegant oration (a erwards printed), 
De Praflantia Veritatis Evengelira. in this elevated fta- 
tion, he continued more than twenty-two years: During 
which time, it is incredible with what application and fuc~ 
cefs he guided the affairs both of the church and univers 
fity; cach of which flourifhed exceedingly, under his 
faithful and laborious adminiftration. He was_fingularly 
happy in his colleagues: having, for his afle@prs in the 
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univerfity, thofe illuftrious divines, Peter Maftrichty 
Melchior Leidecker, and Heiman Halenius. For his af= 
fiftants in the charch, he had many, equally eminent for 
piety, learning, zeal, and moderation: Among whom 
were Peter Emdbovius, and Fobn Ladfrrager, formerly his 
colleagues in the church at rden. He had, likewife, 


in the univerfity, befide thofe alieady mentioned, that 
great linguit, Jo Leufden, formerly his tutor ; to, 
with Geard jus, and ‘ohn Luiifixs, hoth very emi- 





nent in philofophy, and to whofe care, for inftruétion in 
matters purely literary, thofe youth were committed, whe 
were defgned for the miniftry. 
His congregation at chureh confifted chiefly of the ma- 
giflrates and inhabitants of the city: who were ali no lefs 
edified, than aftonifhed, at the energy which accompanied 
his preaching, and the mafterly freedom and propriety of 
his elocution. Asa public and private tutor, he had a 
moft numerous circle of exccilent youths, who flocked, 
on his account, to Utrecht, from every fare of the protefiant 
world ; and who hung, with no Iefs rapture, than im- 
rovement, on his learned, pious, and eloquent lips. 
Even his private lecturcs were attended, daily, not only by 
thefe his pupils, but likewife by great numbers of doctors 
in divinity, ‘and profeflors of feveral fciences, 

This great man, therefore, feeing his labors crowned. 
with fuch abundant fuccefs, {pared no pains nor fatigues, 
whereby he might advance the interefts, and diffufe the 
knowl: » Of religion and learning. In confequence of 
this, he would fpend many nights totally without fleep = 
nor was he content with ferving the church and the uni- 
verfity, by preaching, Jecturing, converfing, and dif- 
puting in ‘the public halls; but committed his treafures 
of knowledge to writing, and publifhed many books truly 
invaluable, which will tranfmit his name with renown 
to facceeding generations: nor can they ever fink into 
oblivion, fo Fong as true religion, unaided elegance, 
and profound literature, havea friend left in the world. 
The people of Utrecht, from the higheft to the loweft, 
were thoroughly fenfible of the worth of fuch a man: 
whence we find them heaping all the honors upon him, 
which, as a minifter, he was capable of receiving. He 
had always the precedence given him in their Tynods, and 
was twice honored with the fupreme government and 
headthip of the univerfity: namely, in the years 1686, 
and 1697. Nor maft we omit, that when, in the Phd 
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2685, the Mates of Holland fent a fplendid embafly to 
Somes the fecond, king of Great Britain, who at that 
time was purfuing meafures, which ended in his ruin; and 
Waffinacr, lord Of Duvenwarden, and Weedius, lord of 
Dykeveldt, and Citserfius, were the perfons nominated to 
‘execute this commiffion; the fecond of thefe noble per- 
fonages eafily convinced the other two, that none was 
fo proper to attend them to England, in quality of chap- 
Jain, as Vitfius: who might not only, by his uncommon 
knowledge in religious and civil matters, be of great fer- 
vice to them in both refpects ; but, alfo, be no {mall credit 
to the reformed churches of Ho/land, by letting the 
Englifo nation fee what great divines flourifhed there, The 
des being intimated to Witfius, he chearfully clofed 
with it; though he was ac that time very il?, and weak in 
boar. After fome months ftay in Exgiand, he confeffed, 
on his return, that he had converfed with Dr. Sancroft, 
the archbifhop of Canter! Dr. Compton, the bifhop of 
London, and many other divines, both conformifts and 
diffenters ; ‘* by which converfations, he would fay, I 
‘was much furthered in learning, experience, and mode- 
ration *.” From that Fried ward, the principat Pres 
lates and clergymen in ‘land did not conceal the refpect 
and efteem in which they held this great man; efpecially, 
as he came to be more and more known to them. 

By this time, there were few places in the chriftian 
world, which the fame of Witfus had not reached. And 
now it was, that the commiffioners of tho univerfity of 
Leyden, and the magiftrates of that city, tefolved on in- 
viting him thither; and the rather, as the very eminent 
F, Spanbemius, junior, was judged to be ill, paft reco- 
very : and it pleafed K. William, then governor of Holland, 
to ratify their choice with his royal approbation. The 
profediorthip of x being tendered to /isfus in form, 

e accepted it, Though the people of Utrecht were un- 
willing to part with fo great an ornament, he had folid 
and fufficient reafons for removing: as he judged he 
might be more ufeful, if, for the few remaining years of 
his life (which, according to the courfe of nature, could 
not be many) he fhould defift from preaching, and devore 
himfelf intirely to univerfity bufinefs. He was the more 
confirmed in this refolution, when he received information, 

3 . from 





© Marckizs’s words are, « Fafas of,---bawd poxca obferudffe, 
ad daBrine few faccrent "cepa ar ‘aibud at entuem prodeutiam 
redderetur infirudlicr 
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from Hiinfius, the illuftrious adminiftrator of HeHan. 
that K. Millian heartily concurred in his removal. Some 
time afterwards, that truly great| monarch, haying ad- 
mitted Witfus to a perfonal conference, was pleafed, with 
his own mouth, to ratify the fame, in terms very affec- 
tionate and obliging: affaring him, ¢ how highly agreeable 
it was to him, that heol the call to the profeffor’s chair 
at Leyden, of which call he [i, e. the king] himfelf was 
the firft mover ; and that, for the future, he might depend 
on his omitting no opportunity of teftifying the favor he 
bore him, and the reverence in which he nef him.’ And 
the king was, ever after, as good as his word. On his 
entrance upon the profefforfhip at Leyden, (i. ¢. on the 
16th of Odobcr, 1698), he delivered his fine oration De 
Theologe mode/te. ren ‘with what integrity he difcharged 
his high office, for the remaining ten years of his life; how 
this labors were; with what wifdom, and ikill, he 
taught; with what refiftlefs eloquence he Spoke ; with 
what alacrity he went through the academical difputations; 
how holily he lived ; with what nervous beauty he wrote; 
with what fweetnefs of addrefs, with what humility, 
candor, and benignity of demeanor, he behaved in common 
Yifes and what an ornament he was to the univerfity; were 
almoft impoffible, and altogether needlefs, to fay. 

He had fcarce been a year at Leyden, when the ftates of 
Hblland and Weft Friefland, at the recommendation of the 
governors of the univerfity, made him regent of their 
theological college, in the room of their lutely deceafed 
regent, Marcus jus: which he could fuperintend, with- 
‘out omitting any part of his duty as profeflor ; having, for 
his affociate in the profefforfhip, the ous fathony Ei use 
Witfius entered, with great relu@ance, on this new ftage of 
a@ion: and it is well known, that he would have abfolutely 
declined it, had he not confidered himfelf bound in duty 
and gratitude, both to accede to the pleafure of the States, 
and to fpend and be fpent in the fervice of the charch, 
However, he went through this weighty office with fide- 
lity and indefatigable zeal: and his'care, for the youth, 
under him, was rendered eafier, from the affetion he bore 
them ; and from the apparent fuccefe, with which his in- 
ftructions were attended. At the fame time, he was 
equally attentive to his duty as profeffor, ‘Thus ufefully 
he went on, till, upon the 8th of February, 1707, partly 
on account of his advanced age, and partly through in- 
firmities of other kinds (his ftrength being almoft a 
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banfted by heavy and frequent fickneffes for fome years 
pait), he with great modeity ed his im, ccaune change 
as regent, in a full aflembly of the univerfity heads and 
governors; who, with one voice, and without inter~ 
Miffion, intreated his continuance in that office; but in 
vain: For Wirfus, well nigh worn out with a feries of 
years and labors, was as deaf to their intreaties, as to the 
fonGideration of the great revenues he muft forego, by 
quitting that exalted poft. At the fame time, he was, at 
bis own particular requeft, favored with a difcharge from 
the public exercife of his office as univerfity profeflor ; 
for the execution of which, with his ufual accuracy and 
diligence, his tt feeblenefs of body rendered him lefs 
able, And he declared, on the oc to an intimate 
friend, thar “* He had much rather defift, alto, ery 
from the exercife of his funtion; than not go t] gh 
with it, in a becoming manner,” 
Tt would have been impofible far Witfius to have under- 
ne fo many and incredil fatigues for the public benefit, 
ad he met with domeftic troubles and family difquiets. 
To prevent thefe, A.D. 1660, he married Aletta van 
Borchorn, the daughter of Wz 3 van Borchern, awealthy 
‘itizen and merchant of She was a woman 
happy in the fingular fweetnefs of her temper; and, in- 
|, excelled in every chriftian grace and focial virtue. 
At was hard to fay, whether fhe more loved, or revered, 
er hufband ; Between whom fubfifted an uninterrupted 
harmony, till her death, which happened in the year 
1684, after living together twenty-four years. She was 
always the companion of his travels; having lived with 
him ih North Holland, Zealand, Friefland, and Utrecht. 
Her laft illnefs was very long and painful; which, how- 
ever, the bore with fortitude and refignation truly chrif- 
tian ; and at lait departed, in great peace and comfort of 
foul. He was no lefs happy in his children, For, not 
to mention two fons, who died young, he had three moft 
pious and accomplifhed daughters. itfius was an accu- 
tate philofopher ; mafter of] » Greek, and Latin; a 
very confiderable Orientalift ; well verfed in the hiftory 
of all nations, antient and modern, facred ‘and profane ; 
and, for his confummate knowledge of theology, in all 
it’s branches, it would be fuperfluous to fpeak. How 
happy he was, at afferting and vindicating the truths of 
the gofpel, almoft every one knows. With the holy 
Scriptures he intimately converfed, night and day: am a 
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fo exadét was his familiarity with thefe, that he had (faya 
Marckius) the original words, upon all occafions, very 
readily at command, and as readily could explain them. 
‘With refpeét to his temper, it was as fweet, humble, and 
benevolent, as can be imagined. Hence arofe, both his 
averfion to all unreafonable novelties in dotrine, and, at 
the fame time, his great moderation toward fuch perfons 
as differed from him, He neither chofe to be diated tay 
nor to diétate: He followed no party, and formed none. 
His favorite maxim was, In neceffariis, wnitas; in non-ne~ 
ceffariis, libcrtas; in omnibus, (prudentia t#) charitas®*. He 
foreboded the fad declenfion, in doctrine and experience, 
which was coming on the proteftant churches of Holland; 
and bleft GOD, that he was too old to live long enough 
to feeit, And, though he could not help (fuch was his 
zeal for trath) taking notice of fuch of his reverend bre= 
thren, as were defirous of ftriking ont, according to the 
maxims df their own depraved reafon, unfcriprural no- 
velties, and forced conftructions of feripture; yet, fo far 
had he drank into the mind of Cbrif, that he did thia 
with all tendernefs, deference, and caution: And if am 
were angry at the freedom of his remarks, he receive 
their refentment in a fpirit of meeknefs, and either took 
no notice of thofe who reproached him ; or repaid their 
dlanders, by giving them thofe commendations, which 
were due to them on account of their commendable qua~ 
lities in other refpeéts. Nor can it be wondered at, that 
a man fo learned, holy, humble, and diligent, fhould, 
wherever he was, be attended with a vaft concourfe of 

upils, from every part of the reformed world; from 
Fagen Germany, France, Poland, Pruffia, Switzerland, 
Great-Rritain, and even from America (among which laft 
were fome native Indians too;) and that his acquaintance 
Should be fought for, by the moft eminent fcholars and 
divines, throughout Ewrope. 

‘We now draw near to the laft fcene of this great man’s 
hfe: For as, from his childhood, his thin, weak body had 
often ftruggied with many fevere diforders ; from whence 
moft people were apprehenfive he would die young; fo 
now, being far in years, he advanced apace to the houfe 
appointed for all living. However, he conftantly re- 
tained, under ail his ficknefs, his fentes and intelleéts in 
full vigor; infemuch that, till within a little before his 


death, he could, with al! readinefs, read the Gres Tefta~ 
ment, 





© Agree. ble towhich was the motto vpoo all his feals, CANDIDE. 
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ment, of the finalleft type, moon-light. But, ashe 
advanced farther in life, he fuffered the moft dreadful 
tortures from the Fest and ftone: And, fo far back as fix 
years before he died, he was feized, for the firft time, 
with a temporary dizzinefs, accompanied with a fufpen- 
fion of memory, and abfence of thought : And this, too, as 
he waa fitting ‘in the profeffor’s chair, and delivering an 
academical le@ture. By the help of an able phyfician, 
thefe evils were a little mitigated: But, returning by de— 
es, they threatened future and more violent attacks. 
is laft illnefs was ufhered in by a reeling, and an uni- 
verfal langor. On the 18th of O¢fober, 1708, he was 
feized with a fever, about one o'clock in the morning = 
which fuddenly fabtiding, a total feeblenefs and relaxation 
diffafed itfelf over his body, and a torpor over his mind. 
‘The holy man, confidering thefe fymptoms, told, with 
reat ferenity and compofure, fome friends who attended 
fim, that ‘he knew they would iffue in death.” His 
fenfes were gradually weakened by repeated flumbers 5 
however, about his Jaft hour he fignified to Dr. Adarckius 
his bleffed hope and his heavenly defires, which he had 
frequently done before; and then about noon, on the 
of Oéfeber, 708, he fweetly departed this life, in his 
feventy-third year, and entered into the joy of his Lord. 
His Worxs, In the year 1660, he publithed, *¢ 1. 
his Fudeus chriftianizans circa principia fidei St S. 8. Tri- 
nitatem*. Th. A.D, 1665, at Wormeren, he publithed, 
in Dutch, "The Praétice of Chriftianity, with fpiritual 
Reprefentations, firft, of what was laudable in the Unre- 
nerate, and, then, of what was blameworthy in the 
egenerate. III. At Leovarden, he fet forth an Expla- 
nation of the Parable of GOD’s Controverfy with his 
Vineyard, At Franeker, he publifhed, befides feveral 
leffer Treatifes. IV. His Occonomia Faderum; afterwards 
atranflated into Dutch, by the Rev. Mr. Harlingius. V. 
His Exercitationes in Symbolum, which were alfo tranflated 
into Duscb, by Mr. Cofterus, at Delft. V1. At Utrecht, 
Exercitationes in Orationem  Dominicam. VII. His 
Exyptiaca, with two lefler pieces annexed. VIII. His 
firlt volume of Mifecllanca Sacra. UX. At Leyden, he 
publifhed his fecond volume of Afifellanca Sacra, com- 
plete; and likewife, X. his Meletemata Leydenfia.” 
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* Thit, piece is { fearce, that, though many inquiries have been 
suade for it both m Exg.acd and Hollaxd, it cannot be plocused. 
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RANCIS TALLENTS was born at Peifley, near 
Chefterfield, in D, » in November, 1619, and 

ght up at the public at Mansfield and Newark. 
About 1642 he travelled abroad as tutor to the fons of the 
garl of Suffolk. He has often faid, that what he faw abroad 
of the Popith religion, and what conference he had with 
its advocates, added much to his conviction of the falfhood 
and wickednefs of iz, and confirmed him in proteftantifm. 
‘Upon his return he was chofen fellow of Magdalen-College, 
and was afterwards fenior fellow, and_p: it or vice= 
matter of the college. He was a noted tutor there; and, 
among others, Sir Robert Sawyer and Dr. Burton were his 
popils. He was ordained at Londox, November 29 1648, 
y the third claffical pr ery in that province. In 1652 
he Jeft the univerfity, went to Shrew/bury, where he 
became minifter af St. Afary's; and his ‘labors wera 
well accepted and ufeful. At the reftoration he was not a 
Yittle pleafed, and made fome advances towards 2 compli- 
ance in ecclefiaftical matters. But when he faw how things 
were fixed in 1662, he was neceffitated to quit hia place, 
which was his livelihood. In 1670 he travelled into France 
as tutor to two young gentlemen, Mr. Befeawen and Mr. 
Banpden, (the former of whom died at Stra; of the 
Fnall- pox). Having fpent about two years andan halé 
abroad, in 1673 he came back to Shrewjbury, and joined 
‘with Mr. Bryam in preaching to a congregation of diffen- 
ters in that town. fpon the liberty givin the diffenters 
in_ 1687,’ he returned to Strew/bury, -and continued his 
miniiterial fervice there, in conjunction with Mr. Bryan. 
In K. William's time, overtures being made towards a com- 
prehenfion, fome gentlemen, that reatly valued h judge- 
ment, fent for him to Lerden to difcourfe with him’ about 
it; particularly concerning the re-ordaining of:foch as 
were ordained by prefbyters.-- Upon mature deliberation, 
he declared he could not fubmit to it; and drew up ‘his 
reafons at large He was much for occafional conformity,’ 
as a token o} ‘ity towards thofe whom we cannot fia- 
tedly join with. In 1691 he entered into his new place 
of worfhip, ond preached bis firit fermon there on Jf Iviis 
3g He cauced it to be written’on the walls of the meet~ 
ing- 














TALLENTS. 275 


Ing-place, <¢ That it was built not for a faGtion or party, 
bat for promoting r and faith, in communica 
with all that love our Lord Fef/us Chrif, in Sincerity.” 
He added that feripture with which the French chute! 
ufually begin their public worthip : Our belp Aandeth in the 
name of the Lord, whe made heaven and earth. 
in all his addrefs and converfe he was, in the higheft 
degree, refpe€tful and complaifant. His politenefs was a 
eat ornament to his learning and picty.—In his old age 
retained the learning both of the fchooj and the academy 
to admiration. He had fomething to communicate to thoie 
who converfed with him concerning all forts of Jearning 3 
but bis mafter-piece, in which no man was more readys 
was hiftory. He abounded much in pious ejaculations in his 
common difcourfe. He was very happy in counfelling his 
friends who applied to him for advice, and knew bow to 
{peak a word in feafon, He fometimes expreffed his fear 
concerning many weak and melancholy Chriftians, that 
they had tired themfelves in the exercifes of devotion; and 
would advife fach to keep their minds as calm and fedate 
as poffible, and not aim to put them always w the 
firetch. He would fometimes pleafantly fay, ‘* The qui- 
¢tifts are the beft chriftians 3” and, with regard to the ex- 
ternal performances of religion, would give this advices 
*¢ Let the work of GOD be done, and done well; but 
with as little noife as may be.” He was eminent for his 
charity, in judging of ot perfons and in relieving the 
neceffitous; particularly ftrangers in diftrefs. He was in 
a remarkable degree dead to the world, knowing no id 
in it, but doing good with it ; and, by the little he left be- 
hind him, fhewed that he had no way of Jaying wp what 
be had, but by laying it out in good works, (1 Tim. vi. 19.) 
His preaching was very plain, familiar, and affedtionate. 
He fiudied not words, but things. He was frequent and 
earneft in preffing brotherly love. Love was the air he 
preathed in. He was much for extolling free grace, &c, 
put though he differed from Mr. Bester in many of his 
notions and exprefhons concerning juftification and other 
things, yet he bighly valued that great man for his learn- 
ing and piety, the fervice he had done the church by his 
praGtical writings; and often fpoke of him with great re- 
§ and atfedtion. Some days before he died he bleffed 
‘OD that he was fuller of inward comfort and joy than 
he was able to exprefs. After he had fometime lain wait-~ 
ing, he began to think it that he had not his releafe, 
and to cry, ‘Come, Lord Fefas, come quickly.” But 
knowing 
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knowing GOD's time is the beft, he waited with patience 
for it. On the Lord’s-day, April 11, he would have thofe 
about him (except one perion) go to public worthip. 
That day he feemed fomewhat revived. Many excellent 
words dropped from him, and he continued very fenfible, 
calling upon GOD, till about nine or ten Oelock at night, 
when he fweetly flept in Fefes 
His Wonxs: I. * iew of Univerfal Hiftory; or 
Chronological Tables, [finely engraven on fixteen copper- 
plates, in his own houfe, Cone of the greateft works of 
the age.) IL. Sure and foundations; defigned to 
romote Catholic Chriftianity. HII. A thort Hittory of 
Rchitin, for the promoting of Chriflian Moderation.” 
And fome (maller works, 


GEORGE TROSSE. 
Gi enn TROSSE * was born in Exon, the 25th 
Efq 





of Osher, 1631. His grandfather rafts 
had nine fons and one daughter; his father Henry 
Troffe, Efq. the eldeft fon, was bred a counfellor at law3 
his mother was Refckch the daughter of Mr. /Valter 
Burrow, a merchant, who was twice mayor of Exeter, 
and a confiderable benefactor to the city. He was put to 
nurfe in the country to a woman that kept him till he was 
almoft ftarved. His life was even defpaired of; fo that his. 
father being about to take a journey, in which he fhould 
not be abfent long, before his deparare appointed the place 
where he fhould be buried. t feventeen weeks old, he 
‘was committed to another vvoman, by whofe care (through 
the bleffing of GOD) he foon recovered. He was much 
affeéted with this prelervation, and makes many pious re- 
Actions upon it. + He was brought up according to his 
degree, 


‘% His great grandfather had eighteen children by ane wife; lis grande 
facher ter; his father fixreens and bis uncle, Mr. Reger Trofe ten. 

4 Ina large manufcript, difcovered Gnce the former naative of his 
Te was printed. -** God (laith he) who feeds the young :avene when 
eterted by theur dams, and takes care of the ofticl's egns, when left 
in the earth by the forgetful bind, loaked upon mein mercy: And though 
L wre abfent fiom the eyes and ears of fiicnd's, he whole exes sum to and 
fia throueh the whole earth, and who ix rcady to help thofe who are 
deftitate of- aid, put 1t ato the keart of a fervant of my Father to come 

and 
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degree, in the city of Exeter. At the grammar fchool, 
having a quick apprehenfion, and delighting in bis book, 
he outitript moft of his fchool-fellows. He was alfo mo- 
deft, civil, obedient to his parents, and free from thofe 
youthfal extravagances to which others of his age were 
addi€ted : So that his mafter was much troubled when he 
was taken from him, and faid, He thought his mother did 
her fon and him an injury in removing him from fchool! ; 
for he was the moft forward boy that ever he taught. 
Being now about fifteen years of age, and having a mind 
to be a merchant, and to travel into foreign parte, his mo- 
ther fent him into France, to {earn the language, before he 
was an apprentice. From hence he dates the beginning and 
occafion of his future fins and calamities: For going abroad 
into a world full of fnares, with a blind mind, a foolifh 
fancy, and a gracelefs heart, he was drawn into great evils; 
of which he drew up a relation (as he fays) to warn others 
from running into the like temptations, and to caution 
parents agauinit indulging their children's unreafonable 
defires. 

He tarried a while at Aorlaix, in lower Britanny, and 
from thence was fent to Pontive, to Mr. Ramet, a French 
minifter, who taught the tongue to feveral Engii/> youths 
that boarded with him. Mr. Zrofz, having 1 good me- 
mory, and fome knowl in the Latin, within a year 
Spoke French fo readily, that they faid there was but one 

‘nglifoman there before who excelled him. Here an ague 
{eized and held him about nine weeks, by which he was 
brought very low: But he was fecure and ftupid, baving 
no ferious thoughts of GOD or another world. While 
he continued in this place, Mr. Ramet was killed by a 

iece of timber, and the rubbifh which fell upon him. 

‘he papifts took advantage from his death to infult his fa- 
mily, and cry after them, when they went abroad, * The 
great dog, or the great heretic, is fent to hell.” Hence 
alfo their preachers took occafion to defame the proteftant 
religion, and prejudice their people againft it. 
year was out, he returned to Aforiarx. There he ftaic 
about nine months; and having no employment, nor any. 
to reprove him for what he did amifs, he addicted himfelf 

to 





















und fee me.-e-E may fay with David, Though my father and my mather 
fefok #, Day, though my nurfe ftarved me, yet the Lord took me xp. 

thas are net af ‘our thoughts, mor Bis ways as our ways.e 
‘This is, O |) unconcsivable 7» unutterable love, that when. 
I was ready to perith for want, thou fo wonderfully preferve 





154 rreod§sx 


to a vain and ungodly courfe of life. He met with mmy 
inttcements to fin, and muchfuel for his lufts, and fpent 
@ great deal of time and money in tennis-courts, and ta- 
yerns, in learning mafic and dancing. He alfo frequently 
drank to excefs; for which, when he came to himfelf, he 
would be athamed, and take up refolutions again it: But 
he foon broke them, that he might gratify his fcnfual in- 
clinations. Once he vowed never more to drink in a ta= 
vein: But, after 2 little while, to fatisfy his confcience 
mul fecure himfelf (as he thought) from the bieach of his 
sow, he put his head out at che window, or went out into 
a gutter to take off his glafe; till at length he forgot his 
vow, fi:fled his convitions, and could drink as frequently 
in taverns and to as great excefs as ever. ‘When he had 
been about two years in Fpance, and had {pent very extra~ 
vigantly there, he was fent for home: And being much 
concerned at what account he fhould give his mother of 
his extravagant expences, that he might prevent her dif- 
pleafure, he pretended he had been vifited with a very ex- 

five ft of ficknefs, and that he had been often let blood 
Er it. This wa 2 grofs lie; for he never had any blood 
taken from him there: Yet he often affirmed it, and per- 
fifted in xt feveral years, without the leaft temptation té 
it, or hope of profit by it. All he brought home for fo 
fnuch time and money fpent, was, (as he fays) “ The 
French tongue, garb, and manners, a hitle mufic and 
dancing, and an initiation into company-keeping.” His 
mother was offended at his gallantry, and ript off the broad 
gold lace from the fleeves of his doublet. 

After he had hved at home almoft a ycar, without ap* 
lying himfelf to any thing that was good, fave only that 
Ee read fometimes out of Mr, Smith, or Dr. Harris's fer- 
mons, to his grandmother, who wa confined to her bed : 
Being now about feventeen years old, he was defirous ta 
be bound apprentice to a merchant beyond the feas. This 
his mother readily agreed to, becaufe fhe thought it would 
be the moft likely way to get an eftate, though there was 
caufe to fear it might prove the ruin of his foul, feeing he 
had been fuch a prodigal before, and fill continued foolifh. 
and fantaftical. Upon this occafion he writes thus; ** 1 
with parents, as they love the fouls of their children, and 
value their own comfort, would not fuffer them to go be- 
youd the fea till they have ground to belicve that a good 
‘work is wrought in them, and GOD engaged for their 
prefervation ; Or elfe, that they would commit them to 
fome religious perfons there, who would confcientioufly 

difcharge 
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Wifchatge their duty to them.” And, in another manu- 
feript, “¢ If I had ever fo many fons, and could have them 
placed abroad for nothing, 1 would fooner fell my fhirt 
rom my back to place them here with an ordinary tradef- 
man, under whom I could no great profit or pre- 
ferment for them, than fend to the richeft merchant 
in Spain or Partwgale’ A brother-in-law of his having a 
near relation in London, who was a Portugue/e merchant, 
he was fent up thither, with 2 confiderable fum of money, 
by him ta be bound an apprentice to a merchant in Portugal. 
All the time he was in Londox, which was three or four 
months, he lived in idlenefs, haunted taverns, gamed, 
drank to excefs, and ftill retained and increafed his anti- 
thy to the power of godlinefs, and the profeffors of its 
le went to a church where the common-prayer was con- 
ftantly read, being zealous (to ufe his own words) «« for 
he knew not what, and contemming what he ought highly 
to have loved and honored ; defpiling pure worthip, and 
doting on human inventions.” 

‘While he continued here, he was bound to a Lendox 
merchant, that at his return from Portugal he might claint 
his freedom, and enjoy the privileges of the city. At 
Jength he went on board a fhip, at Graveferd, bound for 
Oporto ; where he fafely arrived in three weeks time ; and 
lived upon trial with one of the chief Zxgli/s merchants 
in that city. He calls his abode there, another fad and 
finful period of his life. There he found no other reli- 
gion but popery: For though the Englith were not 

its, though they did not go to mafs, confefs to priefts, 
Bi down before idols, pray to faints, fetch the blood fronz 
their backs, or go in  proceions and pilgrimages,yet, which 
‘was worfe, they had no religion at among them, that 
ever he could fee, but were practical atheifts. "Tis trues 
the proteftent religion was not then tolerated, much Iefs 
were minifters, or any focial worfhip of GOD permitted. 
And, as foon as any fhip arrived there from a proteftant 
country, the inquifitors demanded all religious books front 
their owners, fealed them up in a bag, and kept them in 
their convent, till they were ready to depart. ‘Though, 
after thia, Cromwell got liberty for our merchants to pro- 
fefs their own religion, and to have.paftors to preach, 
and adminifter other ordinances among them, even in 
the eye, and under the nofe of the inquifition. How- 
ever, they who adventured their eftates and Jives to fteal 
enftom, and fend home bullion, might much more eafily 
have concealed their bibles and good books : But whey 
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did not care torun any rif for their fouls. He fays, he 
did not remember that he ever faw a bible, or religious 
book, or one aé of folemn worthip performed in their 
houfe, or heard GOD named there, but in vain. The 
Lord's day was {pent in cating up their books, or in 
Yecreations upon the river, or abroad in the country. 
Englifo merchants lived in uncleannefs and drankennets, 
manifeiting lefs forrow for their fins, and apprehenfion of 
the wrath of GOD deferved by them, than the popifh 
inhabitants ; and fo caufed the name of GOD to be blaf- 
phemed, and hardened the fuperftitious natives in the 
rejudices againft the proteftant religion, as if it was a 
Sodtrine of licentioufnefs, and gave liberty to a}l forts of 
villainies. ‘© I might here (faith he) enlarge upon this 
very fad fubje& of the wickednefs of our merchants in 
foreign parts (as to the greateft number of them) but my 
defign is not to treat of others lives and mifcarriages, but 
of my own.” 

There he itil continued profane and irreligious; never 
but once or twice bowing his knees to GOD, though he 
did it to images ; fymbo‘izing with papifts in their re, 
to avoid their anger. He fpent the greateft pat of his 
time idly, fearce ever looking into a hiftory, or any other 
book. He cither played at tables, or waited on his mafter 
while he was Playing. He and his fellow-fervant found 
ways to fteal wine (though they had no need of it, havin 
a handfome atlowance) with which they made an old 
woman, who was the houfe-keeper, drunk. On the 
Lord’s days he went to taverns, played at fhuffie-board or 
billiards, ‘and went upon the river for his diverfion, He 
had alfo many temptations to commit fornication, but the 

d providence of GOD > Preteryed him from it. Thus 
Relived in that citya child of Beiia/, about two years and an 
half; and might fave continucd there many more, had 
not GOD prevented it in this manner: His kinfman at 
ZLendon, with whom an hundred pounds was left (to be 
paid to his mafter in Portxzga/, when he thould be bound) 
refufed to pay it there in Zngli/S money; but gave order 
to hie fader at Oporto, to Pay it in Portuguese money. 
‘This his mafter difltked,' and told him, he would not take 
him on thofe terms, He was furprized, 2s be had reafon, 
and nettled at thefe words: And being afraid the time he 
hhad already ferved would not be allowed as part of his 
apprenticethip, he acquainted hie mafter that he was re- 
folved to return for England; who, in difpleafure, told 
him: ¢ If you will defert my fervice, you fhall pay for 
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‘vour dict all the time you haye been with me.’ This he 
thoughe hard and unreafonable: But he was in the lion's 
mouth ; therefore he chofe rather to take up money of the 
fator pziore-mentioned, than to continue at fach uncer- 
sinties. So he paid his mafter the fum which he de- 
manded, and left Oporto. 

Froin thence he travelled by land, in company with Mr. 
Robinfon, a pap'tt, the proconfal of that city, to Lifbon, 
where he tarried about three months, while the fhip, in 
which he returned, was taking in her fading. In the mean 
time he went to fee the convent of the Engi/B jefuics, 
where he found many young gentlemen of our nation re- 
creating themfelyes, and faw all manner of attractions to 
fenfe and fancy. His feHow-traveller, out of a defire to 
enrich the fathers, advifed him to go home, get his por- 
tion, and then return and join himfelf to their fociery, 
that he might live as handfomely and happily as they. 
But the thip being now ready to fail, after two years and 
three quarters ttay in Portugal, he went on board, and in 
fix days arrived on the Eeeli fhore. The veiel was 
bound for London, but by fs of weather was forced 
wuto Plymouth, Upon hia return from Portngai. he makes 
the following reflections: ‘¢ Every day, for many yeara 
upon my knees, Ihave been thanking a wife and gracious 
GOD for bringing me thence, and not fuffering me to ftay 
there any longer. I might have lived there many years 
more, got a good eftate, and come home rich and flou- 
rifhing ; but then | fhould have difhonored GOD alt thar 
time, and have brought home infinitely more curfes upon 
my perfon, than croffes in my purfe. I fhould have 
returned with a heart full of pride and luff, and fuel to 
feed them ali my days. But, bleffed be GOD that I 
tarried there not adav longer. I wouid not live there now 
one day, as I lived then months and years, for all the 
riches in Pertagal." He met with very ftormy weather 
in his paflage, but was unaffected, both with the danger, 
and the mercy of GOD in preferving him, and bringing 
him home in fafety from a popith country; nor di 
make any fuitable returns. ‘The day he landed, which was 
Saturday, he was very drunk. The Lord's day he went 
to church, and heard a fermon, but neither by a thought 
in his mind, nor a bill in the congregation, did he give 
thanks for his fafe arrival; yea, even on that day he 
drank to excefs. The Afeuiay morsing he was fo over~ 
come with liquor, that when was come a little way 
out of the town, he fell from his horfe, and lay, (as he 
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was told) dead drunk in the highway; fiom whence he 
was carried away to an ale-hovie, and put to-bed. The 
next day he got fafe to Exeter, 

While he continued there, which was five or fix years, 
he lived as bad, or worfe than ever. As reafon, oaily 
Strength, money, credit, vain companions, &c. increafed, 
fo did his crimes. One day he rid with his mother to 
Feniton, about twelve miles from Exeter. The next 
morning, contrary to her mind, he returned to the city, 
and, that he might ingratiate himfelf with the cavalicrs, 

came furety for one Who bad been a major in the king’ 
army, in a bond of fome hundred pounds. After this he 
diank to excets, yet made a fhift to get on horfeback in 
the evening, By the way he fell off his horfe, bot got 
ip again, he knew not how, and at length came fafe 
home. He reeled into the kitchen, afked his mother’s 
bleffing, fell flat on his face before her, and was carried 
to-hed” A fervant afked him, whether he was not afraid 
to lie alone? He anfwered, ‘¢ I do not fear all the devils 
ia hell, but can go and Jie any where at any time.” He 
jlept foundly al! night, but the next morning, the folly 
and danger of his being bound for the major came into his 
mind; his brain was difordered, and he was hurried with 
difquieting thoughts, which ended in difraétion and 
outrageous madnefs. He hath given a particular account 
ot kis horrid blafphemies, dreadful defpair,-temptations, 
and attempts to deftroy himfelf; of the vifions, whimfies, 
confufed heap of ridiculous fancies, and nonfenfical delu- 
jians, (as he calls them) with which his head was filled 
during his diftraétion ; of his being cured at Gluffonbury, 
his relapfes into his old fins, and the return of his trouble 
and mifery, and of his perfeét recovery at Iaft. 

He concludes this account with thefe words: ‘* Thus 
T have given a brief narrative of a wicked and wretched 
life, a hfe fullof daring crimes, and vifited with dreadful 
judgements, till I was about five-and-twenty years old, 
"Fhough GOD might then have jufily cut me off, and 
caft me into hell, or have left me to the power of the 
devil, and the {way of my lufis, to have increafed my 
eternal torments every minute of the remaining part of 
mycontinuance on earth: Yet fuch was his infinite good- 
nefs, fuch his incomparable and unmatchable grace, that 
here a period was put to my ungodly courfes, but not to 
my days. I believe I may date iny beginning to feck after 
GiOD, and my perfeverance in that fearch till I had 
found him, from this very time: Tor though I cannot well 
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the miniter, or fermon prhereby T was converted, yet, E 
blefs GOD, J can fay, 1 am wi Iwas not; I am‘quite 
contrary to what [ was in the pait years of my life, borl: 
in judgement, heart, and converfation ; and about this 
time I began, or at leaft endeavored fotobe. GOD was 
pleafed to make ufe of all the terrors of my confeience, 
thofe dreadtul convidlions, and the lively apprehenGons I 
had of the Like of fire and brimftone, to drive me from 
Sinand hell. And, if any one was more eminently inftru- 
mental in my converfion than another, 1 have fill thought 
Mrs. Gellop * was the perfon.” 

After he had lived at home fome time, he rode to 
Oxford with 2 nephew of his brother-in-law. There he 
met with one of bis acquaintance, who fo commended an. 
academical hfe, that he lad fome inclination to it. This, 
at his return, he propofed to his mother, who gave her 
confent, and promifed him an handfome allowance. He 
went thither the latter end of May, 1657, in the fix-and- 
twentieth year of his age; entered gentleman commoner 
in Pembroke - College, and remained there feven years +. 

Na There 


© © T rejoice to hear that Mrs, Gollep is with you.---I am 
foaded, un GOD, the hae been the prime infrument both the 
health of my boy, and the falyation of my foul.” Letter to his Mo- 
ther, Oxon. Ofober a4 1558. 

+ While I continued in the oniverGtv, (faith he) I kept my 
chamber and ftudy at clofely, though Ido nut fay ae fucce(sfully and 
profitably, a0 any'n my tit. And { may well call my going thither 
& bleffed and fuccef-ful enterprize, and my (ay there the moft happy 
and beneficial period uf my life hitherto.” Ife had for his tutor Mi- 
‘Thomas a blind man, who came to his chamber. He made 
it his bufineds to recover his Grammar leaning, and in fome time un- 
detftood the claffics tolerably well. He fludi the Greek tongue, and 
made fuch a progrefs in it, as to read Thucydides, Heredetus, and other 
bultorians." Affer he ha: gone through phi fophy and y» be had 
one to teach him Hebrew, in which as that he 
read over the Hebrew bible feveral times, ‘* This I fpeak, (faith he) 
not to baaft of my leaning (for I knaw I have very Intl) but to 
magnify GOD’s wonderful goodnefs towards me, that he thould fo 
ig 
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my brains, after fuch fearful diftra@tion, us to capacitate me 

ody 5 und that he did fo wonderfully preferve my health, ia 
fach « S-dentary and inaftive hfe; (For I took as little secieation as any 
man) whereas all my former days weie {pent in vain rovings, in foolil 
Sports and diverfions.” In the mean while, he was not carciefs of his 
Precious foul, but tock proper and competent time for fec.ct duties. Hu 
‘onftantly attended upon ch: he read good books, and 
examined himfelf by them. He attended Dr. Conaat's lefture Friday 
mornings, Dr. Harris's catechetical lecture Tuefiays, and the Tburfdars 
Ie€ture preached by the canons of Cori Church In their own clmpel. 
He fat under Mr. Hickman's minifizy, who preached at St. c/avr's, 


aid by the college, on the Lord's days, and heard many excellent 
fumons 
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‘There he kept clofe to GOD in duty, and to his book it 
ftudy, and increafed in knowledges finding by experience, 
that the beft ftudying is upon knees. At length he 
began to preach, but very privately, becaufe of the act 
againft conventicles. Neverthelefs, on the Lord's day, 
he fill went with his mother to his parifh church, (where 
they had a very good Preacher) and heard the ‘liturgy 5 
for upon reading Mr. Bail againft Can, he thought he 
might lawfully join with thofe of the church of England 
in their worfhip, as long as he was not aétive in any thing 
he fcrupled. And he profeffes, <¢ I think, I may fay, if 


“ever 








fermons at St. Mary's. He received the facrament from Mr. Hickmas, 
and Dr. Langley, the maiter of the college, who adminiftered it to 2 
feleét numbe: of his collegiates. They had a repetition of formons, 
aud folemn prayer in the college-hall every Lord’s day before fup) 
and after ir he repeated, and ‘with three or four young men in 
chamber, He alfo converfed, and fometimes prayed with ‘feveral reli- 
gious ftudents and townfmen, to his great advantage. But while he 
¥vas thus endeavoring to embellith his mind with learning, and 

with , he met with temptations - as to obferve his dreams, &. 
he had a dangerous fnggettion, that by being uniform and conflant in his 
hours and days of devotion, he dithonored Chri lacing duties in his 
ftead, and therefore he fhould be more remi thefe, and lorify 
Chrift by relying only upon his merits. Againi this temptation he was 
fortitied, by goaelerns = he had boos Chip, sad tl 

ought to vete in the performance ) that he might tar 
Sefrces oF grace to: honcr him more. Upep i. Charkr etree: 
ration, be impartially fudied the controverfy with the church of 




















England; reading Hooker's Ecclefiattical Polity, Sprint and Burgef for 
conformity, and Gillefpie, Paul Bain, and Dr. Ames ft After 
amature deliberation, he refuted to fubferibe to the e and cere 





monies, though he knew that this would expofe him to the difpleafure of 
his mothec, and near relations, and that there was no preferment with. 
out conformity: However, he kept his refolution to he aminifter. By 
ths fhudying the points in debate, and fecing what plautible arguments 
conformits had for their pradiice, he came to entertain favorable 
‘thoughts of them, thinking many of them might with good con- 
feience fubferihe, ‘and do what he could nat fave done without fin. 
And be was perfoaded, that the fieree and uncharitable on both fides, 
in this unbappy controverfy, were either little read in it, or elfe fwayed. 
by paffion of intereft, without, if not ageinf their judgement, to revile, 





or te the contrary. minded. | Now wasDr. the’ mafier of 
Pembrake-College, ejetked by the king's vilitors the chaplain, who had 
an excellent gift in prayer, reviled, and difmiffed by the new matter 5 

ition of fermons fupprefled, and the conftirution and manners of 
the univeriity fo altered, that he refolyed to leave it. He quitted the 
tollege, and retired to 2 private houf: in the city, where be continued 
about two months. And forefecing what temptations he war like to 
meet with from his friends, upon the account of his principles 5 he 
“defired fore of his religious acquaintance to keep a fafe with bim, and 
orbim, at Elizabeth emptor, where having been recommended to 
she grace and conduét of GOD, he left Oxferd. 
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ever had the fpirit of GOD moving upon my foulin prayers 
it hath been when I have joined incommon-ptayer.” But 
he never received the facrament there, not being fatisfied 
in the gefture: However, he did not condemn fuch as 
ufed it; nor would he keep any from that ordinance for 
kneeling at it, His labors met with good acceptance 
among {erious people ; but the oppofitions of his relations, 
who were prejudiced again nonconformifts, made him 
walk with 2 heavy heart; yet he kept his ground, not 
zeceding from what he thought his duty. And his blame- 
Tels and’ pious lifo procured him refpeet, or at leaft pre- 
vented them from difcovering their contempt of him, only 
in difputes paffions would arife. Mr. Robert Atkins, 2 
worthy and excellent nonconformift, for whom he had a 
high efteem, was very defirous to have him ordained. | At 
firft he was fomewhat averfe to it; but when the Oxford 
a& drove diffenting miniffers from cities, corporations, 
and their own benehices, he confented, and was folemnl; 
fet apart to the work of the miniftry in Somer fet/hire, 1666. 
He accufes himfelf for entering upon the minifiry too 
rathly, not duly confidering the weight and importance of 
that glorious and bleffed fandtion ; the gifts and graces 
Fequilite as due qualifications for it; and the temptations 
which attend the faithful difcharge of it. For above 
twenty years he preached once a week, and adminiftered 
the Lord’s fopper every month, in the midft of the moft 
violent perfecutions. 
While K. Cherics's indulgence lafted, which was about 
a year and a quarter, he preached in a licenfed houfe ; 
when that was recalled, ho defifted from public preaching 
on the Lord’s day, and went to church as formerly, yet 
he continued to preach and adminifter the facrament at 
other times, wntil the revolution. When K. James gave 
liberty of confcience by his declaration, (April’11, 1687) 
he would not preach on the Lord’s aay till the afternoon, 
when the public'worfhip was ended; becaufe he fufpected 
a defign to weaken and undermine the church of England; 
and when that wae done, the diffenters might eafily be 
crufhed. Befides, he thought it a great i ce of ars 
bitrary government to difpenfe with the laws of the land, 
and thoe it was done in favor of the papifte : Therefore, 
if he had been profecuted upon the aét againft conven~ 
ticles, he refolved rather to foffer than to plead the king’s 
declaration, which he thought contrary to the fubject's 
Liberty, eflablifhed by law, and to have a direét tendency 
to deflroy our religion. This his moderation expofed 
N3 him 
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him to the cenfures and Jafhes of fome on both fides: But 
he gnjoyed peace of conicience, and fatisfaétion in what 
he dis 


In the beginning of K. James's reign, the diffenters in 
Exeter were obliged to meet very privately, and in fmall 
numbers, being narrowly watched by the perfecuting 
party, who hoped to ingratiate themfelves with the court, 
by rooting out thofe whom tl called fanatics. About 
twenty perfons, with three minifters, of whom Mr, 
Trofz was the youngeft, were met to pray together. A 
malicious neighbor informed the magiftrates, (who were 
at the mayor’s feaft) that there was a conventicle. ‘Three 
of them, attended with conftables, and fome of tho 
rabble fearched after, and found out their little meeting. 
‘When they bad given the minifters hard language, and 
treated them as if they had been the worft of malefactors; 
they offered them the Onford oath, [¢ That it is not 
lawful, upon any pretence whatfoever, to take up arms 
againit the king, or any commiffioned by him.— And that 
2 will not at any time éndeavor any alteration of govern- 
ment, either in church or ftate.’] “He declared his refo- 
lution, not to take it; becaufe under fome circumftances, 
he fhould fwear againift his duty. He gave his inftances 
and reafons, to which he received no {atisfaétory anfwer. 
Then he defired leave to put in the word [* Unlawfully”]; 
but they told him, He muft take it verbatim, as twas in 
the a&t. This he could not do. He pleaded, that the 
a& did not reach him, becaufe he never had a benefice, 
nor was he legally convicted of keeping conventicles, 
However, he and Mr. Gaylayd were committed to prifon 
without law. Mr, Downe took the oath, and was not 
imprifoned. Mr. 2reffé, and Mr. Gaylard found three of 
the citv minifters in the prifon on the fame account, vix. 
Mr. Yohn Seorle, formerly of Plympton, Mc. ‘Joftph 
Hallett, and Mr. ‘ohn Hopping. ‘The jaftices, not con- 
tent to make a conventicle of this meeting, indiéted the 
two minifters, and Mr. Crifpin, one of their company, 
for a riot, though there were but four old men, who had 
but two little walking-ftaves with them, befices women, 
and they made no refiftance ; that they might fine them at 
their pleafire. ‘To prevent this, they brought a certiorari 
-to reinove it to We/minfer, upon which the magiftrates 
dropped their profecution; for they were afhamed to have 
fach palpable oppreffion feen in any court but their own. 
At the ux moxths end, he was dilcharged from his con- 
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&nement, which he eftcemed the place of his enlarge- 
ment; for the prifon was inconceivably better to him than 
a palace, more comfortable, and more profitable to his 
foul. Le enjoyed his health, followed his Studies, and 
in the night focnd his meditations upon GOD more fweet 
than evcr. When diffenting proteflants were permitted 
and allowed to worthip GOD according to their con- 
feiences, by a law made in the firft year of K. Vidliam 
and Q, Mary, (commonly called the a of toleration) he 
again preached publicly in church-time, and fo continued 
to his death. 

Mr. Trofe had very great abilities both naturat and ac- 
wired. He was a great reader, but efpecially of the holy 
criptures, the analogy of which he preferved, in his own 

mind and warmly recommended to others. In his fer- 
mons, he was very plain, perfuafive, and methodical; 
and was much bleffed with fuccefs in his miniftry. In his 
duty, he was veryexact. He would not baptize privately, 
but in the congregation. He was alfo very careful of 
whom he admitted to the Lord’s fupper, falpending dif- 
orderly walkers from that facrament, which be thought 
belonged only to the faithful and approved. He did not 
chufe to adminifter it to dying perfons, thinking (to fe 
the words of bifhop Buruet) that it was ¢ a vulgar and 
fatal error, by which people fancy, if they receive the 
facrament at their death, their peace is made with GOD; 
as if it were a paflport to heaven.” 

He was for finging David's Pfalms, and feripture hymns, 
and joined with the congregation in the performance of 
that duty with much ton, He would not rife from 
his feat, or put forth his hand to receive a note, though 
held up to him, until the finging was ended; much lefs 
would he employ himfelf in over fuch notes as 
were put up, while others were praifing GOD. He dif- 
Jiked the ufe of hymns of private compofure in GOD's 
public worfhip.: Whereas Mr. Bampficid feemed to be of 
the opinion, that it would be better to have mens, or mi- 
nifters own inventions in finging of pfalms, than the di- 
vine infpirations of David, and other authors in feriprnre: 
*# When I can believe (faith he) that theirs can be bet~ 
ter than thofe in {cripture ; or can be convinced, tbat there 
is neither pfalm, nor hymn in the Bible, that can fit a 
prefent condition, either for prayer, or praife, or grati- 
tude, ec. I will think fo: But as to the former of thefe 
two, ] hope [ fhall never believe it; and as to te ere 
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T think it is not likely to fall out in my days.” He fhewed 
great reverence in the worfhip of GOD, and was difpleafed 
with the rudenefe and careleffnefs of others. “Though he 
did not think that one place under the gofpel is more holy 
than another, fo as to render the feryice performed in it 
more acceptable to GOD, or that bodily reverence is due 
unto it; yet he thought that while chriftians were affem- 
bled for, and aétually engaged in public ordinances, the 
want of outward reverence betra an ilt temper of mind. 
‘When he did not pray, or preach himfelf, he gave a good 
example, frequently kneeling in prayer, and continuing 
uncovered as long as any exercifes of religion were per~ 
forming, and no longer. He did not love to fee any put 
themfelves into lazy and indecent pofturcs, while they 
were employed in holy things, as if they had no fenfe of 
what they were doing, or deijgned to affrant that glorious 
‘Majefty with whom they had to do. 

¢ behaved himlelf as a fon of peace, and was of a mo- 
derate healing fpirit. His principles and praGtices were 
truly catholic, he longed ér the union of chriftians in 
thofe things which are effential to chriftianity ; bewai 
the breaches and divifions which ars among proteftants, 
and would have done any thing but fin in order to heal 
them. He was 4 happy inftrument of maintaining unity 
and concord in the city where he lived, and of reftoring 
it to other places. For many years before his death there 
were no confiderable differences or animofities among thofe 
who belonged to the three united congregations in Exeter, 
upun whom he beftowed his labors, He heard many dif- 
ferences, and was often defired to n:ske up breaches, and 
decide controverfies, in which he had good fuccefs ; per- 
fons being generally pleafed with his determinations. 
‘While fome, who know not the way of prace, are (as one 
fays) for uncharching. unchriftening, and unminiftering 
proteftants at home and abroad ; he owned gl! fuch as were 
united to Chrift the huul, and did not think that others 
difcigiming us, az if we were not children of the fame Fa- 
ther, would warrant our difowning, or rejecting them ; 
for froward uncharitable brethren are brethren ft]. His 
foul came not into their fecret, who, having their hearts 
inclamed with rath zeal, fet the church and the world on 
fire. To one who wrote, that it was not without a very 
fenwbie regret that be was forced to diffent from him, about 
the new finging; ke replied, You have no more reafon 
to regret your diflent from me, than | have mine from 
yous tor au ail things we cannot agree till we come to 
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know as we are known, and to fing our hallelujahs in an 
everlafting confort, where our voices will never clath, nor 
fhall we any more difpute about, nor trouble one another 
for the mode of them.” This his peaceable temper made 
Mr. Baxter thus conclude a letter, which he wrote him 
but_a few months before his own death, Augufl 8, 1695, 
* Dear brother, I rejoice to hear of your health, and Ja- 
bor, and love to concord and moderation, being your 
languifhing, now ufelefs fellow-fervant. I hall” end 
this obfervation with that prayer, wherewith he con- 
cludes bis Vindication of his’ Difcourfe of Schifm ; 
*¢ The Lord, the GOD of all fiefh, and the Father of 
all fpirits, pour out the {pirit of love, wifdom, humility 
and forbearance, upon all his faithful fervants, that whereto. 
we have attained in the grand and faving fandamentals of 
doétrine and praétice, we may all walk by the fame rule, 
and mind the fame things, and wherein we are otherwife 
minded, and differ in remote matters from thofe funda~ 
mentals, we may wait till GOD fhall reveal the trath unto 
us; and, in the mean time, grant us condefcending, heal- 
ing, and forbearing spits mutually toward each other, 
and hufh all uncharitable, violent, and rending fpirits and 
methods, whereby our breaches are more widened, GOD 
more difhonored, fatan more pleafed, and fin and guilt 
more increafed; that, if poflible, peace and unity may be 
had on earth, if not, this is our comfort, that ’twill be 

compleated and cternalized in heaven.” 
‘When he had a family, he walked within his boufe with a 
perfeet beart, and was an example of ftri¢t and ferious god~ 
inefs. A.D. 1680, he married Sufanna, tho daughter of 
Mr. RibardW bite, aneminentmerchantin F reter, of whom 
he himfelf fays, that ‘ fhe was pious and cligious, pru- 
gent and frugal, fober and temperate, fed:te and com- 
pofed, feldom or never moved with paffion, a very de~ 
lightfal and advantageous yoke-fellow.” Ee was a very 
aflectionate hniband to her, and moft compaffionately tens 
der of her in affliétions ; he made provifion far her by his 
will, and left ber a comfortable ma:ntenance. He paid 
gree refpeé& to her parents, and was kind and obliging to 
her brothers and fifters, He once toni a journey of near 
fourfcore miles, on purpofe to vifit and comfort one_of 
her fifters when fhe labored under spiritual trouble. To 
his fervants he was a kind and gentle maitct, being careful 
of them in health and ficknefs, inflruétinz them in, and 
exhorting them to their duty, and calling upon them to 
gedeeim the for fecret prayer, His meck and quiet assis 
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made him e3fy with his domeftics ; he neither fpahe 
tonghly to them for trivial matters, nor did he aggravate 
fuch faults as were committed through forgetfulnefs, but 
rather exeufed what was not finful. nder feveral fits of 
ficknefs, and diforders of body, he enjoy'd a bleffed com- 
polure of mind, and good hope of everlafting happinefs, 
without any anxieties about his future flate. When he 
was ill in a Peripneumony, a worthy minifter who vifited 
him, afkea him how he did, he anfwered, ‘* Here my 
heavenly Father is pleafed to lay his rod upon my back, 
but I ceGire to blefs him for that he fhines upon my con- 
fcience.” At another time he faid to another pious mini- 
fier, ‘* GOD hath made me to fee that he is well pleafed 
with me in Fefus.” To one who aked him, whether he 
had affurance ; he replied, “I have a-ftrong confidence of 
heavea, and believe I fhall go thither: But I never had 
any great joys, except, when I was in prifon, and in a 
great Gcknefs in 1688.” In another ficknefs, he faid to 
dome who ftood by his beds-fide, ‘* Death is no terror to 
me, 1 can look with comfort into the grave.” And at 
another time, ‘* It is no more to me to die, or to think 
of dying, than to go fron one room to another.” Again, 
he faid to a relation, ** As far as I know, all is well 
within.” D.ning at a friend’s houfe, when fome prefene 
expreficd their fears of the fmall-pox; he faid, ‘* Let 
them Le aftaid to die, who have no GO] to goto.” —- 
For fome weeks before his deceafe, he complained that 
he was weak, and indifpofed; yct would not remit any 
thing of his public work, private ftudies, or fecret devo- 
tions. He had been long preparing for, and expedting his 
diffo'ation. And the evening before he was taken away, he 
told his wife very pofitively, that the time of his depar- 
ture wasathand. This he {pake with a great deal of chrif- 
tian courage, without betraying any flavith fear. When 
he perceived that fhe was much affected with his words, he 
ak fired her not to be troubled, and put her in mind that he 
had been a great while with her. She being folicitous 
about an affair of confequence, inguired of him concein- 
ing it. He faid, he would not think, or {peak about the 
world then ; for he would prepare for the Loid’s-day which 
wee approaching, bat ou Monday (GOD willing) he wou'd 
fatisfy her. Though he did not live ti! that time, fle 
M fafe and well, “Che Lora’s-duy he rofe early in 
~ and preache far the me neue Sswth-gate 
in the foretecs. Thor gh bis indupatition grew upan 
Bum, dd net uinerr hon foi going thiough his works 
nm 
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In bis prayer after fermon, he gave thanks to GOD for 
affiting him who was weak in body, but (as he was pleafed 
to fay, according to his wonted humility) much more wi 
in his foul. As he was returning home, being feized with 
faintnefe, and carried into an apothecary’s houfe, he fuid, 
*¢ Tam dying.” When he was a little recovered, and had 
a profpeét of the King of Terrors, who was juft ready to 
feize him, he was not at all difmayed, but looked the laft 
enemy in the face with comfort, and received the fentence 
of death with chearfulnefs, faying to thofe friends who 
were about him, ‘¢ There will fhortly be an end of all fin, 
forrow and trouble. I thank you for all your kindnefles 
to an unworthy fervant of Chrift.” When they expoftu- 
lated with him for preaching under fuch diforders, he faid, 
«It becomes a Minifter todye preaching.” He could not 
be prevailed upon to be carried in a chair, but walked 
home. Before he got thither he began to grow faint again. 
An intimate fri who attended him, entreated him to fit 
down, but he refufed. When he was juft got into his owt: 
houfe, he fell down; after which his lips i? moving for 
fometime. Though his t ie, which had been a ready 
and faithful fervant, now failed him, yet he feemed to be 
fill breathing after GOD in fervent prayer ;* his friend 
thought he heard him pronounce the words, iis fake. 
‘The phyfician was called, and rich cordials adminiftered, 
but could not reach his cafe, and renew a life quite {pent 
and worn out in labor and watchings, and fo in about 
three quarters of an hour he quietly furrendered his fpirit 
to GOP, about one o'clock, the 11th of January 17435 
when he‘had lived eighty-one years and eleven weeks, and 
been an ordained minifter above fix and forty years. 
On the Yhurfday following, anuary the 15th, his re- 
mains were carried from his own houfe to St. Bartholomew's 
church-yard, in Exeter, attended by a very great mul- 
titude, among whom were many of the gentry of thecity 
and county, who, did him honor at his death. He was 
buried near the eaft wall, by the grave of 2 kinfman who 
bore his name. His executrix hath ercéted over him a 
plain fair monument, on the top of which, being a black 
marble ftone, is the following epitaph of his own com~ 


fing. 
pofing, pie 





© What was faid of bifhop Jezel might be applic! to him; ¢ it is 

hard to determine, whether his natural heat, or bis se>l was firft extin- 

guithed 3 whether his prayers, o hi: foul firlt mriye] at heaven 3 for be 
Praying, and prayed dying.” 
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Ec jacet 
Peccaterum maximus, 
Sanerum minimus, 
Concionaterum indigniffimus, 
GEORGIUS OSSE, 
Hujus Civitatis Indigena & Incota : 





Qui maligno valedixit Mundo 
indecimo Die Menfis Januari, 





Ane Dom. MDCTXI1. 
tat. Sua LXXXU, 

His Wonks. ‘* I. The Lord’s day Vindicated : Or the 
firft Day of the Week the Chriftian Sabbath. In anfwer 
to Mr. Bampfield’s Plea for the feventh Day, in his En- 
quiry, Whether Recs Chrift be Jehovah, and gave the 
moral Law? And whether the fourth Command be re- 

led or altered? By G, 7. a well wifher to Truth and 
Boncord. London, printed 1682. 8ve. Il. The Paftor’s 
Care and Dignity, and the People’s Duty. A Sermon 
preached at the Affembly of Minifters at Taunton, the 7th 
of September, 1692. By'G. Z. London, ringed 1693. 8v0. 
JIT. A Difcourfe of Schifm, defigned for the Satistaction 
of confcientions and peaceable Diffenters. London, printed 
ror. 4te. LV. A defence of 2 brief Difcourfe of! chifim, 
defigned for the Satisfa€tion of peaceable and confcientious 
Diffenters : Being an Anfwer to Acrius Praficginss &e, 
Exon, printed 1702. 4te, V. Mr. Zroffe’s Vindication of 
hime from feveral Afperfions cait upon him. Exon, 
printed 1709. 8v0. WI. He alfo drew up the Explication 
of the five laft Anfwers, in Mr. Flavel’s :xpofition of the 
Affembly's Catechifm, and put a Preface to it.” 





THOMAS HALYBURTON, 
Profeffor of Divinity in the Univerfity of St. dndrew’s. 


HE account, which Mr. Halyburton himfelf has 
given, of his own life and experience, is fo volu- 
minous and diverfified, that it is impoffible for us, how- 
ever edifying in itfelf, to introduce even a moderate ex- 
tract into thefe volumes. We are ready to own, that our 
Annits are too confined to extend the accounts of many ex- 
cellent perfons, or to admit thofe of others, whom we 
Should have been glad, for public ufcfulnels, to have cal~ 
1eGteq 
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Jeted and comprized : But we cannot, with juftice to our 
propofals, go beyond thofe limits, and therefore muft do 
as well as we can within them, 

Mr. Zbomas Haliburion, or Halyburteny wat born at 
Dupin in the pacif of Aberdalgy, near Perth, Dec. 25, 
1674. His father had been minifier of that parifh, but 
was, in the year 1662, ejected, with about three hundred 
minifters more, for nonconformity.— What pity is it, that 
good men should worry each other ?—They fhould leave 
barking and biting to the wolves of the world. His father 
died in 1682, in the 55th year of his age; and hia mo- 
ther, who appears to have been an excellent woman, with~ 
drew into Holland from the violences of the times, with 
this her fon Thomas, and his elder fifter Famet with her 
hufband, Mr. Haliburton was then very young, | While 
he was in this coentry, he was put to Era/mus's {chool to 
Jearn Latin, which language he acquired’ as well as the 
Dutch; And he continued til Auguft 1687, when he 
narrowly efcaped fhipwreck in returning to’ Scotland. 
Upon his return, he refumed his ftudies, and at length 
was fent to the univerfity, where he made great profi- 
ciency, When he had fini his courfe there, he became 
chaplain to a noble family, in which he met a perfon of 
deiftical principles, who, in the falfe apoftlefhip of per- 
verfion, gave him no fmalltrouble. This engaged ‘him to 
ftudy the Sonteoverty with care; and the fruit of lig 
fadies upon this may be feeu in his book againft the 
deifts. 

It doth not appear, however, that he had made theo- 
Jogy his particular ftudy above two years, before the pref- 
bytery of Kirka/die importuned him to enter upon trials 
for the miniftry ; and accordingly he was licenfed by them 
to preach, Fune 22, 1699. . 

le was appointed minifter of Ceres parifh, May 1, 
1700: And, in the following year he married with Janer, 
daughter of Mr: David /Vatjon, heritor in the parith of 
St. Andrew's, a perfon of an amiable charaGter. By her 
he had three fons and fix daughters, moft of whom, to- 
gether with their mother, farvived him. . 

‘Within a few years after his fettlement at Ceres, his 
health began to fail; and at length his indifpofitions fo 
much increafed, that with great difficulty he went through 
the labors incident to fo large a parifh. 

In April 1710, he was appointed, by patent from Q. 
une, profeflor of divinity in the new cell of Se. 
Andrew's, through the mediation of the fynod of Pfs: 
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And, in this Gruation, on the 23d of September, 1712, he 
yefigned this dying life to live for ever. . 

‘’s to his perfon, he was but of low ftature, his body 
thin and finall, wth: Black Lee and a fair. com Hexion. 
His temper was natar: leafant and chearful ; nor 
was it's evenne(s impaired by hie frequent diforders. = He 
had (fays a writer of his own country) a uliar talent 
for compofing differences. The profpeét of divifions was 
affliGing to him: And had fome others been bleffed with 
anore of this fpirit, his and our fears had been utterly dif- 
appointed.’ In aword, he was very diligent in his fanc- 
tion, ufing to fay, ** A lazy minifler in ounger years 
‘would make a poor old man:” And his life and conse! fation 
were very exemplary and very edifying, upon all other 
occafions, 

As he lived, fo he died, full of comfort and of confi- 
dence in his GOD. Some few extraéts, from the large 
account given in his memoirs, may at once convince the 
Reader of this, and edify him too. 

‘He departed, we have obferved, on the 23d of September, 
17123 and on the 18th precediny » being then on his 
death-bed, he fuid to a friend; <* what a terrible con- 
HIG had V'yefterday ! But I can now fay,—I have fought 
the good fight, I have kept the faith, He hath now filled 
my ‘mouth with anew fong, Fehovab-jirch, in the mount of 
the Lord it fall be feen. Praife is cml firth bright. 

Il fhortly get a different fight of Gi from what I 
have ever had, and fhall be more meet to praife him for 
ever, O the thoughts of an incarnate GOD are fwect 
and ravifhing! And O how I wonder at myfelf that I 
do not love him more, that Ido not admire him more ! 
‘What a wonder that J enjoy fuch compofure under all my 
bodily pain, and in the view of death! What a mercy, 
that having the ufe of my reafon I can declare his good- 
nefs tome !” On this occafion he faid to his wife,—‘* He 
came to me in the third watch of the might, walking upon the 
waters; and {aid to me,—Z am Alpha and Omega, the be- 
ginning and the end. Twas dead, ond am alive, and live for 
eucrmore, and have the ge bell and of death. He hath 
Milled the tempeft, and f) is a fweet calm in my foul.” 

Being attended by the phyfician, he faid to him, “* The 
grottell Kindocfp I am now able 02 Shaw you, is'so com 
mend religi There is, dodtor, a reality in re« 
gion. ¥: Vy aa sere 2. loft the fenfe of it. But 

mot faid to the facob, feck ye my face in vain 
Phe theta, Pe Loe Phe me tae peace 
an 
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tnd comfurt in profperity and adverfity : Therefore I am 
not afbamed of the gofpel of Chrift, becaufe it is the power of 
GOD unto fabvation to every one that behovsth. 1 ama {0 fac 
from altering my thoughts of region on account of the 
oppofition it meets with, and the contempt with which it 
is treated, that thefe things endear it the more to me. For 
the fimplicity of gofpel-worfhip, many mufl have now-a- 
days the pomp and parade of devotion. This is an evidence 
of the decay of religion: For when people have not the 
power and fpiritoality of it in theic hearts, they muft have 
fomething to pleafe their fenfes. ‘Ihis is my judgement, 
and I fpeak the words of truth and foberne/t: Every one 
that is in Chrift ‘Jefus is a new creature. He hath union 
with Cbrif, and anew nature. ‘This is the ground-work 
of the matter. The chriftian religion is little underftood 
by moft of us. Get acquaintance with GOD. "Tis good 
t0 have him to go to, when we are turning our faces to 
the wall. He is éacwn for a refuge in the palaces of Sion, a 
cerry profent belp in trauble. But, O, the strange hardnefs 
in the heart ot man! I betieve there are few who are come 
to maturity, but, when they fee others dying, fall under a 
convi&tion that they themielves muft diz ; yer they are 
not duly affetted with it. What thcy fce, is like one rifing 

fiom the dead. They have Mofes and the prophets; if they 
tear not thent, neither will they be perfuaded though one rofe 
jiom the deade We mutt have an ear from GOD before 
we can hear.” On that day he had, at his own defirey 
one of Mr. Rutherford’s letters read to him. Whereupon, 
addreffing himfelf to thofe about him, he faid, ‘* That is 
a book I would commend to you all, There is more 
practical religion in that letter (the 139th to Mr. Fob 

Afein) than in fome large volumes on the fubjett.” 

Being attended by the apothecary, a young man, he faid 
to him, * The Lord thew you mercy, Study religion in 
four younger year: ind remember, that you will, on a 
eath-bed, fave nd comfort without it. And 1 folemnly 
warn you, that if you fhall become hardened by the fre- 
quent fight of perfons in my circumftances, you will b= 
in danger of lofing all fenfibility of confcience, and of 
being hardened for ever.” To three of his brethren in the 
miniftry, he faid, «* When I have been 
and meditation, I have ever found the Lord fhining upon 
me, and teftifying his approbation. There is nothing to 
be had with a flack hand, It was the delight of my heart, 
to preach the goff infomuch that it mads me fometimes 
neglect a frail 1 have ever thought, that if I could 
coanibute 
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contribute to the faving of a foul, it would be a ftar, = 
crows, and a glorious crown. I know that this was the 
thing I aimed at. 1 defired to decreafe, that the Bride- 

room might increafe; and to be nothing, that he might 

je ali; and £ rqoice in his highnefs. 1 was fond enought 
of books ; but { muft tel! you, that, in the courie of my 
thiniftry, what the Lord let me fee of my bad heart, and 
of what was neceflary againit it, was of more avail than alk 
my books.” Afterwards, to two other mimjifters, he faid, 
«The work of the minifiry was my deliberate choice. 
And were my days to be much lerigthened, and the times 
at hand as troublefome as they are like to be, 1 would ra- 
ther be a contemmned nfinifter of GOD than the greateft 

rince on earth. I preached the gofpel with pledfare; for 

Joved it, as the falvation of my own foul was upon it 5 
and I have not changed my thoughts of it Gnce, I exhort 
we be very diligent. “There may be hard conflidts. 

feare alJ good, untried : But we have need to watch and 
be fober, and to have ort us corttinually the whole armor 
of GOD” 

Toa certain gentleman who was on a vifit to him, he 
faid, ‘* Follow the example of Je/us Chriff, and be con- 
verfant with the word of GOD. "Be careful not only to 
tead the word (you may foon be tired of that) but likes 
wife to pray for the Spltrit of the Lord to quicken it. 
For when this fhall be granted, you will purfue the word 
a the child does the hreaft, who carmot live without it. 
‘And, withal, be diligent in your attendance on ordinances.” 
On the fasne day, he faid to another perfon, ‘¢ Let not the 
{corn and contempt, which are thrown on religion, induce 
‘you to give it up. You have found it not in vain to feek 
the Lord. The feriptures of truth are writings contemned. 
‘of men, but they are able to make you wife to falvation, 
You will find your account in converfing with them. 
‘The courfe I have weakly followed hath been at leaft to 
fide with them that are for GOD: And, now ‘tis come to 
a puth, } have peace. I have always wifhed to have GOD 
for my GOD, and to have the beritage of bis chofen. And 
I have heard fome of them, who have walked contrary to 
him, and forfaken him, when they were brought to ex- 
tremities cry out, each for himfelf,——‘ Shame on the way 
which I haverun.’ The next night, finding fome fweat on 











his fice, he faid, ¢© I fancy “tis an indication of a greater 
change. But I know not it comes to pafs, that ones 
who hath met with fo much of GOD as { have, thould 


be fo difingenuous as in the leaft to doubt him for what is 
to 
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td follow. O what an evil heart of unbelief, curfed un- 
belief, have ! O how much hath GOD honored me! O 
that I fhould yet have fuch an enemy in my bofom as an 
evil heart!" “Che fame night, after the reading to him, at 
his own defire, of fome comforting pafliges in the word 
of GOD, he faid,—‘** Now, there it is all, I was under an 
heavy damp, but GOD hath delivered me, and filled me 
with peace: And I hope he will deliver me, even from 
that which I have feared in death. I hope the GOD of 
peace will fo bruife fatan under my feet fhortly, as that he 
fhall get bp no miore; and give me the victory over a cud- 
ning world and a deceitful O many a weary day f 
have had with my unbelief.” 

On September 19, in the morning, being defired to lie till, 
and try if he coufd not fleep, he replied,—-** Should not I 
employ the laft remains of my ftrength to fet forth his 

Jory #” ‘Then, lifting up his hands, he faid,—** Lame 
Fands, and Jame lege (ins hande and legs being great] 
f{welled) but fee a lame man leaping and rejoicing.’ Fink. 
ing himfelf, before noon, very weak, he took leave of his 
wife and children, faluting and {peaking particularly to 
each, His words on this occafion to his wife were,—* A 
kind and aftetionate wife you have been. The Lord blefs 
you; and he will blefs you.” After this, having his fer- 
vants called together, he faid to them,—~** My dear friends, 
make religion your main bufinefs, and mind that above all 
things. 1 charge you all, beware of gracelefs mafters, and 
endeavor to live with thofe that fear GOD.” He then 
faid,—** Here is a demonftration oi the reality and power 
of faith and godlinefs. I, a poor, weak, and timorous 
man, once as much afraid of death as any one; I, who was 
many years under the terrors of death, come, in the mercy 
of GOD, and by the power of his grace, compofedly an 
with joy to look death fn the face. Ihave focn it in its pale- 
nefs, and all the circumitances of horror that attend 
it. I dare look it-in the face in its moft ghaftly fhape, 
and hope to have, in a little time, the victory over it.” 
Some miniflers being come to fee him, he faid to them 
among other things, ‘« Well, firs, what thall we fay of 
the Lord Je/us Cirifi ? He is altogether lovely. © ftudy 
the word. Obferve the accomplifhment of it. "Tis the 
thing 1 have loved all my days, and ‘tis fweet to the laft,” 
Afterwards, exhorting fome to think of death, he faid, 
«© To think of death is a profitable thing. But this is not 
done by going inte church-yards, and vifiting tombs ; but 
by getting under the impreffions of death in its frit ap- 

Vou. IV. oO. pearance 
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pearance and caufe, and in its different iffves and confé~ 

juences, with a view to both covenants; that of works, 

y which it was bronght into the world, and that of grace, 
by which believers are delivered from it.” Soon after, at 
his own defire, a large writing was read over, which he 
had di€tated fome days before, and which contained his fo- 
emu declaration and teftimony in defence of the faith of 
the gofpel, together with advice to his family. This being 
done, he declared that he had diGtated the whole, and de- 
fired all who were prefent to remember and atteft it. This 
being by far too long to infert here, ¥ muft refer the Reader 
to the memoirs of his life. 

Afterwards, among other things, he faid, « I know 
that a great deal of what is faid by a dying man will pafs 
for canting and roving: But, I blefs GOD, he hath fo 
preferved the little j ent J had, that E have been able 
to refie& with compofure on his dealings with me. I am 
fober and compofed, if ever I was fober. And whether men 
will forbear, or whether they will bear, this is a teftimony. 
Am not Ia man won ly upheld of GOD under af- 
ition and death? The death of the faints is made a de- 
rifion in our day. But if 1 am laughed at, I can Jaugh 
again ; and J think I have moft reafon. When uch people 

Jl come to my pafs, they will not dare to laugh. J will 
rejoice in my GOD, and joy in the GOD of my falvation. I 
‘want death to complete my happinefs.” 

September 20, Among many other hezvenly and very 
afvding things, {poken in the Jike fpirit of faith and joy 
with thofe already inferted here, he faid to thofe about 
him, “* You wilf mect with dieu aud difcouray - 
ments 3 but this may er rou, that owns his 
fervante: And now I Bnd, that he meets them who re- 
joice and work righteoufnefs: Glory, glory tohim. O 
what of GOD dof fee! I have never fon any thing like 
it. The beginning and end, firs, of religion are won- 
derfally fweet. fark the perfelt? man, and bebold the up~ 
right, &c. Not that I call my’ felf perfeé:: “The Lord knows 
I am far from it. I have found corraption ftirring fince 

uu came inthis morning.” After which, a friend having 
jaid to him, ¢ The Lord’s dealing with you hath been very 
uncommon ;” He replied, ‘© Uncommon indeed, if you 
knew all that ] know. But in this is the glory of the 
Lord, that he makes the weak ftrong; and fo the excel- 

of the © is more plainly feen.” Afterwards, 
“« T'tong for his falvation, I blefs his name, I havefound 
F “ 
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him. I am taken up in bleffing him. I am dying, re- 
joicing in the Lord. 

September 21, being the Lord’s-day, he faid, ‘* Shall I 
forger Zion ? Nay, it my right bond Forget ber cusnings x 
I prefer nox Ferufalom above my ch joy. O, to have GO: 
returning to this church, and his work going forward in 
the world! If all the drops of my blood, all the particles 
of my body, and all the hairs of my head, were men, they 
fhouid for this go all to the fire. O, firs, I could not 
have believed that I fhould bear, and bear chearfully as I 
have done, this rod which hath lain on me fo long. ‘This 
is a miracle: Pain without pain. And this is not the 
fancy of a man difordered, but of one who is fully com- 
pofed. Oblefedhe GOD, that ever I was born. ‘J have 
a father and a mother, aud ten brethren and filters in hea- 
ven, and J fhallbet'+ cleventh. © bleffed be the day, that 
ever I was burn! © that I were, where he is! And yet, 
were GOD to withdraw from me, I fhould be as weak as 
water, All that 1 enjoy, though it be miracle on miracle, 
would not fappo:t me wit! fupplics from GOD. 
‘The thing I rejoice in is this, that GOD is altoy full; 
and that in the Mediator Chri? Fefus is all the fulnefs of tha 
Godbcad, and it will never run out.” 5 

September 22. He faid, among other things, I awoke in 
a fort of carnal frame, and thought I had tof roy jewel; 
but now 1 hope he will ftand by me to the end. If ever 
I was of clear judgement and memory in my life, ir hath 
been Gnce he laid his hand on me. hat fhali I reader to 
him? My bones are tearing through my dkin, and yet all 
my bones are praifing him.—Glory to GOD, that a vile 
worm, the chief of finners, is fingled out to be a monu-~ 
ment of his grace and a trumpeter of his praife.—-] liftened 
to unbelief fince I came to this bed, and it had almoft 
killed me; bat GOD rebuked me.—I fought the victory 
by prayer, and GOD gave it me.—He is the hearer of 
BS rer.” After ftruggling with a defluxion in his throat, 

laid, —** The Lord hath fent another meffenger for me 

to haften me home.” And fome perfons prefent fixing their 
eyes on him with looks expreflive of a wonderful attention, 
he faid to them,—‘* Why look you fo ftedfaftty on me. as if 
by my might and power I were asI am? Not I, but the 
grace of GOD in me. *Tis the Spirit of GOD that fup~ 
rts me.” Afterwards he faid,- <‘ What cannot grace 

? You fee a man dying a monument of the glorious 
power of aftonifhing grace ; and generatiorts to come fhall 
call me biefied. Follow my advice. Study the power of re- 
O32 ligione 
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ligion. ‘Tis the power of religion, and not a name, that 
will give the comfort I find. ig telling in this pro- 
vidence, and I fhaJl be telling it to eternity. If there be 
fach a glory in his conduét towards me now, what will it 
be to fee the Lamb in the midft of the throne ! The Lamb 
that was flain in the midft of the throne !—My peace hath 
been like a river.” To fome of his brethren in the mini- 
firy he faid,—‘¢ What a demonftration hath GOD given 
to you and myfelf of the immortality of the foul by the 
vigor of may mectloeas, and the liv. iy effets of my fpirit 
towards GOD, and the things of GOD, now when my 
body is fo low and fo pained” Ar night he became very 
weak, ‘and, after a fore fraggle, he (std, Edenearr. Some 
time after which he faid,—‘* I hall be fo weakened 
as_not to be able to fpeak, I will give you, if I can, afign 
of triamph when I am near to glory.” A while 
after, having made fome efforta to vomit, he faid, «Tam 
effectually choked:” ‘And lifting up his eyes, faid,—¢* Pity, 
pity, Lord.” Then, {peaking to his wife and thofe about 
him, he faid,——‘* Be not difcouraged. ‘The Lord’s way is 
the beft way, and I am compofed. Whether I go away in 
a fit of vomiting or fainting, ’tis all one.—-I did not know 
whether I was up or down.” Soon after, one of thofe 
about him having faid,---‘ You are now putting your feal 
to that truth,-~-That great is the gain of Peedlineft ? He 
replied;--~*© Yea, indecd.” Then faid another,---* And, 
LT hope, you are Bcouraging yourfelf in the Lord.? On 
which, not beingable to {peaks he lifted up his hands and 
clapped them, d quickly after, he departed to the land 
swhere the weary be at reft. 

His Works: I. “ The Concern of Salvation : 
In three Parts; viz. 1. A Difcovery of Man’s natural 
State: Or, The guilt Sinner convicted. 2, Man's Reco- 

ah 
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very by Faith in : Or, The convinced Sinner’s Cafe 
and Cure. 3. The Chriftian’s Duty, with refpe& to both 
erfonal and family Religion. Glafgow, Sve. 1770. II. Ten 
ons preached before and after the Celebration of the 
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper: To which are added,, 
“Two Sermons preached u; occafion of the Death of = 
Friend. Jéid. 2d Edit.” ‘o thefe Difcourfes ia prefixed 
an excellent Preface by Dr. Watts, highly exprefiive both 
of their own worth and of their Author’s, ‘There is alfo 
another to the fame purpofe by Mr. Themes Black: And 
we regret, that we cannot infert both of them in our work, 

as they merit the confideration of every Reader. 
MATTHEW 
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MATTHEW HENRY. 


ELE life of this excellont, Perfon is extraQed from 
the large aecount given of it by Mr. Zong, who was 
well acquainted with him, as a feliow-minifter and friend 


of his family. ~ Maribrw was born on the 18th 
of Odober, 1 Breed-Oak, in the town of [fcoid im 
Flint fire, witl parith of s which is in HY eo 


His father was the eminent Mr. Pbikp-Fieary, whofe name 
hath long been very precious, not only in that country, 
but in mot parts of England. His fnother was Mc, 
Katharine Matthews, daughter and heir of Mr. Daniel 
Matthews, of Bread-Oak ind Bruxiagton, 2 gentleman of 
an antient family and plentiful eftate ; the whole whereof, 
in feven years ‘ser their marriage, came into Mr. Henry's 
hands, by the death of their father; and was not only a 
comfortable fabfiftance for them, when Mr. Philip Henry 
was turned out of his living at Worthenbury for noncon- 
formity, but enabled him to preach the gofpel freely to 
hia dying day, and to afford feafonable relief to- many 
others in neceity, even to a large Proportion. of bis in- 
come. He was the fecond fon and fecond child of his 
parents; his elder brother Fabs, ge art a year be~ 
fore him, died in his fizth year of fies ; he was a 
child of extraordinary Pregnancy and forwardnefs in 
Jearning, afd @f a very good difpofition ; his excellent 
father has left this fhort meatorial of him, Pratergue 
etatcm nil puerile fuit, Before he was feized with the dif- 
temper of which he died, he was much affected with fome 
verfes he had met with in Mr. Wite’s book called ¢ The 
Power of Godlinefs about thofe that die Young ;’ thete 
verfes are recited’ in the life of the father, to which 
I muff reter thofe that defire to kuow what they were, 
that made fuch impreffions upon that tender mind, 

Mr. Matthw Hemy was bimtelt fick at the fame time 
with his brother 5 and of the fame diteafe of which his 
brother died, he very narrowly efcaped death. GOD had 
a great work for him to do, and {pared the tender grape 
for the ble@ing that was in it; and a at bleating it has 

raved to be, to his family, to his fitends, and to the 
church of GOD. He was bur a weakly child, often 
fubje& to agues, and other ralinpetelont which yet Beis 
3 fo 








198 M. HENRY. 


fo ordered and limited by his heavenly Father, as neither 
to hurt his great capacity for learning, nor hinder his 
improvements, even in thofe easly days of his life. He 
‘was able to read a chapter in the bible very diftinétly 
at about three years old, and with icme obfervation of 
what he read; and, indeed, as one of his near relations, 
and the companion of his younger days, declares, hit 
childifh years were fooner over in him than in other per- 
fons; he very early put away childifh things. 

‘When he was ten years old (the time from which he 
dates his effectual calling) he was vifited with a lingerin; 
fever, which brooght iim very low, his life was aimot! 
defpaired of, and death every day expected ; this was a 

t trial of the faith and patience of his good parents, 
father, whoufedto fay, ¢ Weeping muft not hinder fow- 
‘was obliged togo outtoaplaceat fomediftanceto preach 
the gofpel, and left his fon very il], but he muft be about 
his Father’s bufinefs ; and at that time they had an indul- 
gence granted by the hing; at his return, he found 
matters much as be left them, his fon, his only fon whom 
he loved, in extreme danger. There was then at his 
houfe a good old gentlewoman, the widow of the reverend 
Mr. Zachary Thomas, helping and comforting them under 
this affiGtion ; Mr. Philip Henry told them, © At fuch a 
place and time upon the road, 1 did moft folemnly, freely, 
and deliberately refign up my dear child unto GOD, te 
do what he pleafed with him and me. Mrs. Tbomas re~ 
plied, ¢ And I believe, fir, im that place and time GOD 
gave him back to you again;’ it is certain, after this he 
fpeedily and fenfibly recovered: His fifter, who gave this 
account, obferved upon it; ¢ ThoughI was then but a 
child of eight years old, and could think but as a 
child, I was very much affected with that difcourfe be- 
twecn my father and Mrs. Thomas; it tended to endear 
my brother the more to me, fince I really believed he was 
given to us |-ack again in an extraordi:ary manner,’ He 
always had the greateft duty and deference for his parents, 
and always paid it in a moft becoming manner, he laid ap 
their words in lis heart; when he was very young, he 
would attend with a very uncommon diligence upon his 
father’s preaching, and would often be fo affected with it, 
thar as foon as the exercite was over, he would haften to 
hus clofet, and there v.cep and pray over the word, and 
fometimes would hardly be prevailed with to come down ta 
dinner on the Lord's day, left the word fhould flip away 
from bim, or the warm impreffions be lo&. Ti 
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‘The reverend Mr. Turner, while he was at Broad-Oak, 
was partly a tutor to the fon, ard partly a pupil to the 
father ; he introduced Mr. AM/utthew Henry into grammar- 
Jearning, but his father carried him on in it; it was from 
his father that he had the ft advantages of his edu- 
cation, both in divine human literature; under his 
eye and care he continued, till he was about eighteen 

ears old, growing up in wifdom and goodnefs, and in 
favor with GOD and man. His father neglected no op- 
portunity to cultivate fuch a mind: he fpared no pains 5 
and I have fome reafon to believe, few young minifters are 
better qualified for that work when they enter upon it, 
than ir. Matthew Henry was when he left his father’s 
houfe ; and it is no difparagement to his after-ftudies, or 
to the conduét of thofe under whofe care he was placed, 
if I ventare to fay, the helps he had for furnifhing himfelf 
in the knowledge of things human and divine in his father’s 
houfe, contributed more to his fimefs for the miniftry, 
than all the advantages he enjoyed in any other place. 
He was very expert in the learned languages, and efpe- 
cially in the Hebrew, which had been made familiar to 
him from his childhood ; he never cared to make any 
oftentation of it, but he did not fail to make ufe of it in 
his fludy of the feriptures, which, from his firft to his 

ft, was his moft delightful employment. 

Mr. Matthew Henry has told the world in the account 
of his father’s life, how intimate a friendfhip there was 
between him and that learned and religious gentleman, 
Rowland Hunt of Borcatton, efg; who married lady 
Frances, daughter to the ford Paget. To this family 
Mr. Matthew Henry frequently reforted after he firit came 
down from Lendes, and here he was always very ac- 
ceptable and welcome. Mr. Hunt was fo well apprited of 
his great capacity for yet further improvements, that he 
advifed his father to let him return to Zopdom again, and 
enter himfelf in one of the inns of court, and fpend fome 
time in the ftudy of thelaw. Tt was not Mr. Hunt's pur- 
pofe in this, to draw him off from his defign of being 2 
minifter, but the times were then very dark ; he was 
young, had time enough before him to mix that with his 
other ftudies; the knowledge of the law would not only 
be convenient for one that was heir to an bandfome eftate, 
but might he of ufe for the better undeiftanding the 
nature of the divine law and government, and the foren- 
fic terms fo much ufed in the holy fcriptures, and other 
divinity beoks both antient and modern, Mr. Hives 
a 4 advice 
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advice was approved of beth by the father and the fon, 
and accordingly Mr. Mathew Henry went to Gray's-Jun 
towards the Jattcr end of April, in the year 1685. Here 
‘the went on in his ufual diligence, improving his time by 
clofe ftudy, and diligent refearches into the nature of the 
divine and human laws; he loved to look into the body of 
the civil law, and did not negle& to acquaint himfelf with 
the municipal Laws of his own country; his roficiency 
was foon obferved, and it was the opinion ‘of thofe that 
converfed there with him, that his great induftry, quick 
apprebenfion, good judgement, tenacious memory, and 
ready utterance, would have rendered him very eminent in 
the practice of the law, if he had betaken himfelf to it aa his 
bufinefa ; but he was true to his firft and early refolution, 
and therefore while he was Gray's-Inn, he not ont 
promoted focial prayer and religious conference with his 
particular friends, but would fometimes expound the 
fcriptore to them; and when he left them, he bade them 
farewet in an excellent lively difcourfe from z Thef: ii. 1. 
By the coming of our Lord Yefas Chiift, and our gathering ta~ 
gether to br, the hope of that blefled ¢ curayafs he re~ 
commended co himself and them as their greateft comfort 
now they were parting one from another. 

Ta the month of June 1686, he came down from London 
to Broad-Oal, and ftayed fome months in the country, 
and there he foon made it appear, that his fudy of the 
law, and his London converiation had not drawn his heare 
away from the itudy of the {criptures, or his defigns for 
the miniflry; he now began to preach pretty often as a 
eundidate for that work, and every where met with great 
acceptation and encouragement. T) reverend Mfrs 
ordinal of both Mr. 
Hienrss, faher and fon; in tho life of Mr. Philip 
Hlenry vou will find, that in the veat 1637, Seprember 16, 
Mr, Steele wos one of thofe that ordained him at Prees in 
Sin opfluce, and now ahnoft thirty yeara after he is con- 
cerned in the odination of his fon; this circamftance 
muft he very pleafing both to father and fon, and it 
not be lets pleating to Mr. Stee Limflf, (chat faith 

reacher) that he fhould be employed umler Coriff in 

fending ont two fuch minifters iuto the vineyard, fach a 
father and facia fon. “Towards the latter end of Afav 
1687, the fame zaonth on which he was ordained, he took 
his leave of £cxdon, and made but a very fhort ftayat Br gud- 
Oak, for on the firft of Fane Mz. Grice, Mr. Chtery Mr. 
ail, aud tous others ime to meet hum at his father’s 
poufe, 








Stele was concerned in 
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hhoufe, and attended him to ; the day following, 
being Thurfday, was fome time re chofen to be the 
Je€ture-day, then he preached his firfi fermon publicly, froma 
1 Cor, ii. 2. I determined to know nothing ameny en but 
ye Cbrift, and him crucified. Sometime in 1687, Mr. 

lenry married to Mrs. Aatharine, daughter to Mr. 
‘Hardware, 2 pious young perfon, with whom he lived but 
a fhort time; for fhe died of the fmall- pox in child-bed, 
on the 14th of February, 1689. ‘Vhis was an heavy trial 
to her parents, being their only child, as well as to Mr, 
Henry. ‘The offspring, however, was {pared, and lived to 
be married, This family-lots was repaired by a fecond 
marriage in July, 1690, toa lady of the Warburton family 
in Chobire, with whou he lived about twenty years, and 
who bore him many children, The order of ‘his fami 
was very exemplary, like that of a chriftian and a mi~ 
nifter: For, in the worfhip of GOD with his family, 
he itri€tly obferved his father’s example, both in all the 
parts and circumftances of it. He called them together 
early in the morning, as early as the ftate of the family 
would permit, and did not ufe to defer it til! Inte in the 
evening, being afhamed to put GOD off with drowty 
devotions ; he waz conitant in family worfhip: whatever 
happened, or whoever was prefent, this duty was never 
negleéted morning or evening. He was never tedious in 
it, but always full and comprehenfive, performing much 
in a little time, and yet far from hurrying it over as a 
tatk; he was always careful to difcharge this duty, foas 
that he might therein fanétity the name of GOD. 

He began with a fort invocation of the name of GOD, 
begging affiftance and acceptance, then he read a portion 
of feripture in courfe, out of the Okt Tultament in the 
morning, and the New in the evening; he did not tie 
himfelt to go through a chapter at once, but unlefs it was 
very short divided it into feveral feétions, according to 
the fubjcét matter, which ordinarily contiited of about 
eight or ten verfes, more or lef; then he gave a fhort hut 
judicious and af@@ionate expofition, fometimes drawing 
‘up the verfes read into a plain and proper fcheme, in 
which he was the moi bappy man in the world; fome- 
times he would omit the conne@ion, and only go over the 
feveral paffages in their order, as the matter directed ; he 
gave the fente, even where it was the moft intricate, ina 
plain and familiar expreffion, which not only made it in- 
telligible, but pleatant and fatisfactory to the mind that 
feceived it; he omitted not to raife practical notes, proper 

to 








acz M. HENRY. 


to quicken the heart to duty, and to dircét it in duty. 
"Vhefe his family expofitions, fome that were with him 
‘wrote down after him: ail attended to them, and that he 
might engage them to that attention, as foon as the expo- 
fition was over, he required an account of them, what 
they had obferved and remembered; and it was pleafant 
to behold the young children, how diligently they would 
Jilin, and how prettily and properly they would give an 
account of what they had heard. Aftor expolitiom, fome 
part of a Pyulm was conftantly fang in the morning as 
‘well as the evening, the morning and evening facrifice, as 
he ufed to call it; every one had a book, and fo neither 
the fenfe nor the melody fuffered that interruption, which 
can fearcely be avoided where it is read line by line. 
Prayer fucceeded finging, and was performed by him, 
with an almoft inimitable livelinefs of affeCtion, and ten- 
dernefs of fpirit, with great propriety of petitions to the 
cafe of the family, and of every one in it, and of his 
friends that were fo happy as to be prefent with him at 
that duty; the dtate of the nation and of the church of 
GOD was never omitted, nor flightly touched upon, all 
was done without tedions repetition; the whole was often 
comprehended within the {pace of half an hour, or 2 little 
more ; this made the work eafy and pleafant, it was no 
unfezfonable hindrance to the neceflary bufinefs of the 
family ; they returned to the duty with defire, and came 
from it with delight. When prayer was ended, his chil- 
den came to him for his blefing, which he gave them 
with ferioufnefs and affection, in the name of the great 
GOD, who commands the bleffing out of Zion, even life 
for evermore. How many fuch prayers and bleffings are 
now upon the file for thofe he has left behind; which we 
hope will_be made fure and effe€tual to them in their 
feafon? Befides the daily oblations that were made to 
GOD in his family, as conftantly as the morning and 
evening fucceeded each other, he often kept family fafts, 
in which fometimes he would call in the affiftance of his 
tis fometimes he had only his own family with him, 
an] t-anctrmes he would keep them alone ; on thefe occa- 
fons he would wreftle with GOD for fpiritual bleffinge 
for Limfclf and his family, and his friends; and whatever 
care or fear, or trial any of them was under, that was 
then moft folemuly conunitted to the great GOD. His 
public work on the Lcri’s diy, great as it was, did not 
entrench upon family wi iilip; cn thet day he rot early, 
and hasing been fone t.2¢ aiene wich GOD and his ow a 
foul, 
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foul, about eight of the clock he called his family toge~ 
ther; he omitted not his expofitions, he fang an hymna 
proper to the day, and went through the other pa:ts of 
worthip aaufaal, and then took his family with him to rhe 
folemn aflembly ; when he returned home at neon and 
had dined, he fang a Pfuim, and put up a Short prayer 
with his family, and fo retired into his clofet, till the 
time of public worfhip returned, In the evening he ge~ 
merally repeated in his fam: both the fermons of the 
day, when many of hia neighbors came in; after repe- 
tition, he fung and prayed; then fang two verfes more of a 
fait ible hymn, and fo ‘pronounced the bene, and cate- 
chized the younger children ; this he ofd to so before he 
went to fupper; after that was ended, the 136th Pfalm, 
then catech'zed his elder children and fervants, and beard 
them repeat what they could remember of the fermons of 
the day, and fo concluded the day with prayer. 

What is delivered concerning the lofe of ‘his father, the 
excellent Mr. Philip H.+y, is too remarkable to be paifed 
over, The account that he bas Jeft bebind him of his father’s 
ficknefs and death, in his printed narrative, is very af~ 
feéting, and delerves to be well confidered, as a patter 
to all of filial piety ; but the impreffions that fad provi- 
dente male upon his fpirit, will bet anpear by what he 
has recorded of them in his Diary on that oceaGun, which 
you fhall have in his own words: “¢ Fune 23, 1096. This 
afternoon, about three o’clock my father’s fervant came 
for the doctor, with the tidings that my dear father was 
taken fuddenly ill; 1 had then fome of my friends about 
me, and they were chearful with me, but this firuck a 
damp upon all; I had firft thought not to have gone till 
the next day, it being fomewhat late and very wet, and 
had writ half a letcer to my dear mother, but 1 could not 
help going; and I am glad I did go, for I have often 
thought of that, 2 Kings ii. 10. If thou foc me when I am 
taken up from thee, fc. The doctor and | came to Broad- 
Ouk about eight o'clock, and found him in great extremity 
of pain, nature (through his great and unwearied lahoss) 
unable to bear up, and finking under the load; as foon az 
he faw me he fhid, ¢ © fon, you are welcome to a dyin, 
father, Iam now ready to be offered up, and the time o} 
my departure is at band.’ [I omit the reit of his dying 
words, becaufe they have been already publifhed.] A 
sittle after midnight my mother holding his bands ‘as he 
fat in bed, and Dholding the pillow to his back, he very 
qpictly, and without any firuggling, groan or rattling, 

breathed 
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' Dreathed out his dear foul into the hands of the Lord Tefes 
Gbrif, whom he had faithfully ferved. And now, what 
ia this that GOD hath done unto as? The thing itfelf, 
and the faddennefs of it, are very affeting, but the worm- 
wood and the gall in it is, that it looks like a token of 
GOD’s difpleafure to us that furvive; the Lord catls 
my fins to remembrance this day, that IF have not pre- 
fited by him while he was with us as I fhould have done. 
Our family worfhip this morning was very melancholy, 
the place was dion Baccush, the oak of weeping; t 
little children were greatly affeéted, and among the 

ighbors was heard nothing but lamentation and mourn~ 

my dear mother caft down, but not in defpair; I, 

my Pe am full of confufion, and like a man 

|. June 27, The day of my father’s faneral, 
melancholy work! ,O that by this Providence I might 
contraé an habitual gravity, ferioufnefs and thoughtful- 
nefs of death and eternity. Our friends moft affec~ 
tionately Sympathize with us, and do hima honor at hie 

death. “How has this Providence made Broad-Ost like a 

wildernefs, defolate and folitary, and the poor people as 

fheep without a fhepherd. 47 1. I returned Jate to 

Chscfter, and found the children well; the next day I ftudied, 

and preached the leGture from 2 Pet. i. 13, 142 Yea, 

think it meet, as long as I am in this tabernacle, to fir you upy 
by putting you in remembrame; knowing, that foortly I muft 
pat of this my tabernacle, even as our Lord Fefus hath fhewed 
me, © that it might be preached to my own heart, and 
wiitten there, that in confideration of my being to de- 

rt hence fhortly, I may double my diligence ! And now I 
fave time to reflect on this tad providence, and what fhall 

I fay to thefe things? ¢¢ 1, I blefs GOD that I ever had 

foch a faher, whofe temper was fo very happy, and his 

gifts and graces fe very bright ; one that recommended 
religion and the power of godlinefs, by a chearful and en- 
dearing converfation; that had himfelf and taught others 
the art of obliging: I blefe Giod that I had him fo Jong, 
that he was not removed from me when I was a chil: 

that Ihave not been left to myfelf to be a grief and hea. 
vinefs to him; nothing made me differ from the wortt but 
the Free grace of GOD, to that grace be the glory of all 

the benefit that my father was to me, and the comfort f 

wasto him. 2. i have a great deal of reafon to he 

humbled, and afhamed that I have profited and improved 
no inore by my relation to fo good. a man, that 1 have 
apt fo well tranferibed that fair copy of humility, mock: 
nels, 


* 
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nefs, candor arid zealous piety ; O that the remembrance 
of him may have a greater influence upon me, than the 
perfonalconverfehad! 3. Death comes nearer and nearer 
to me, Lord make me to know mine end, and teach mete 
number my days. 0 January laft death came into our 
claffes, and removed good Mr. Kineffon of Knutsford; im 
February death came into the Fiery, {the place where Mr. 
Fenry'cboute ftood| and took away Mrs. Cook : In March 
death came into my houfe, and carried away my coufin 
Alderfey; ia April it came into our family, in the death 
of my father Warburton ; at the end of Aday I faid with 
thankfolnefs, *< Here is a month paft in which I have 
not buried one friend ;” but Fune has brought it neareft of 
all, and fpeaks very loud to mo to get to go after s 
the Lord prepare me for a dying hour, that will come 
certainly, and may come fuddenly, that when it comes E 
may have nothing to do but to die, 4. The great honor 
and refpeét paid to his memory, and the good name he 
has ie | behind him, fhould encourage me to _faithful- 
nefs and_ufefolnefs; the fcripture is fulfilled, Zho/e shat 
honor GOD be will banor, and before honor is bumilit 
5. This fhould bring me nearer to GOD, and m 
me live more upon him, who is the fountain of living 
waters ; my dear father was a couniellor to me, but Céri/? 
is the wonderful counfellor ; he was an interceffor for me, 
but Chrif is an interceffor that lives for ever, and is there- 
fore able to fave to the uttermoft ; nor are the prayers 
that he has put up for me and mince loft, but I truft we 
Shall be reaping the fruit of them now he is gone; I have 
had much comfort in hearing GOD {peak to me by this 
feripture, Fer. iti, 4. Wilt then not from this time cry unto me, 
my Father, thou art the guide of my youth P My dear fa- 
ther wrote to me lately upon the death of my father 
Warburton, * Your fathers, where are they? one gone, 
and the other going, but ke have a good Father in 
heaven that lives forever.’ Abba, Father, the Lord teach 
me to cry fo, and to come into the holiefi as to myFather's 
houte, and Tet thefe things be written upon my heart, 
Amen, Amen.” 
‘Such were the workings of Mr. Henry's heart under this 
Rreat affiGtion, where one may fee the moft tender and 
iincere affections to an earthly parent, regulated and go- 
yerned by ftronger affections of another nature. He had, 
indeed, to all his relations a moit affectionate heart, Prov 
the truth of that maxim, that where the grace of GOI 
operater really, the poffeffor becomes the better for it a 
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allehe circumftances of father, mother, hufband, wife, for, 
daughter, maiter, fervant, or friend. And he dhewed this 
trath eminently and by a variety of occafions. As to his 
wninifterial labors, furely if ever man fulfilled his miniftry 
fince the apoftolical age, he was the man; nobody looks 
‘upon his -prodigious induftry as a common meafure, to 
which all others are obli to come up; thofe that have 
not the ftrength of body, and readinefs of thought, 
matural fervor and cafinefs of expreffion, can no mote come 
up to his ftandard, as to the multitude, variety and excel- 
Iency of minifterial fervices, than a child can bear a ftrong 
man’s burthen, His labors were fo many and great, that 
in order to our taking a particular view of theme it will be 
neceffary to reduce them to their proper heads, of which 
‘you may take the following fcheme; they were either fuch 
as he was converfant in, 

I. At home among his own people; and thefe were 
either, 1. Conftant; as on the ord’ da '» on le€ture- 
days, catechizing on Saturdays, and monthly facraments, 
conferences and congregational fafts. Or, 2. Occafional ; 
and thefe either, (1.) Public, as fafts and thank(givings 3 
or, (2.) Private, on family occafions, vifiting the fick, 
monitions, .vifiting and preaching to the prifoners at the 
eaftle, and reformation fermons. 

Il. Abroad in neighboring places-and congregations 5 
as legtares in feveral places, meetings of mini: 
dinations of minifters, funeral fermons for mi 
others, and yearly journies to vifit the churches. We 
muft begin with the minifterial labore he performed at 
home among his own people; for though his foul was - 
too large to be confined to them, yet he was very 
fenfible, they bad the beft title to his fervices, and he 
never would injure them to fupply other churches. His 
conftant work on the Lord’s-days at Chofer, was to 
pray fix times in public, to fing fix times, to expound 
twice and preach twice ; and this he did for many years 
together. His method was, after having worfhiped GOD 
in bis family, in the manner that has already men- 
tioned, he went to the congregacion exactly at nine of the 
clock, began the public wi ip with finging the 100th 
Zien then prayed a fhort but fervent and fuitable prayer, 

he read fome part of the Old Teftament, and ex- 
pounded it, going through it in courfe from the beginnin, 
to the end, then he fi another Pfzim, then he pray: 
for about half an hoar, he preached about an hour, 
then prayed and fung ufually the 117th P/o/m, and then 
gave 
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gave the bleffing; he did the fame exaé?ly in the afternoon, 
only then expounded out of the New Teftament, and fung 
at the end the 134th P/alm, or fome verfes of the 136th; 
this was bis conffant Eoni's-days work, In finging, he 
always made ufe of David's » oF other icriptare 
hymns; he colieéted a fet of them, fuch as he thought 
moft ufeful and edifying, and digefted them under proper 
titles, according to the occafions to which tl were 
adapted. He prefered fcripture pfalms and hymns far be- 
fore thofe that are wholly of human compefare, which 
are generally liable to this exception, that the fancy is tow 
high, and the matter too low, and fometimes fuch as a wife 
and good man may not be able with entire fatisfa@ion to 
offer up as a facrifice to GOD. In this work of praife he 
took great delight ; one might eafily difcern how his foul 
was upon the wing, it was a part of worfhip for which his 
foul was particularly formed, being himfelf of an af- 
fe@ionate, chearful, thankful temper. In prayer, his gifts 
and graces eminently appeared, he had a wonderful faculty 
of engaging the attention, and raifing the affections of his 
aflembly; in his fscond prayer, he was always copious, 
though never tedious ; he was very full in confeffion of fin, 
and very tender and hamble, aggravating the evil and guilt 
of it in a very clear and convincing manner; his prayer 
was always fuited to the ftate of the congregation, to the 
feafon, to the ftate of the nation, and of the church of 
GOD; in fupplication for mercy he was very earneft and 
particular, pleading the name, and fufferings, and media- 
tion of the Lord Je/us Cériff tor pardon and peace; he was 
Jarge and full in’ praying for grace, and ufed to mention 
the particular graces of the Holy Spirit, as faith, love, 
hope, paticnees zeal, delight in GOD, earneftly begging 
that thefe graces might be truly wrought in alj, ahd might 
be preferved, exercifed, increafed and evidenced to the 
glory of the GOD of all grace. In his requefts for the 
hation, he was conftant and earneft ; many a time has he 
wreftled with GOD in the pulpit for the land of his nati- 
vity, and herein he expreffed bi: 1feif with humility, meek- 
nef and wifdom, carefully avoiding whatever might appear 


















difrefpectfal to our governors; and though he knew not 
how to give Sattering titles, leit his GOD fhould cat him 
off, yet his prayers for thofe in authority difcovered the 
reverence he had for the government, as the ordinance of 
GOD, and for thofe that GOD had invefted with it; all 
feditious, faucy reflections upon the ruler of the people, 
bow artfully foever couched, he utterly difliked in com- 

mon 
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anon converfation, and therefore could sever be guilty of 
profaning the worhhip of GOD with them. 

‘The expotition of the feriptures was a very pleafant pre 
of his work, both in his own houfe and in the houfe of 
GOD; what his expofitions were from the pulpit may be 
gathered by what they appear to be from the prefs: his 
father's example led him to take delight in this part of his 
work, and made it caf} y to him ; and while {ome commen- 
tators take a great deal of pains-to make plain things dark, 
his endeavor always was to make datk things plain, a 
mot only plain, but moving and pracucal, le hept very 
clofe and conftant to his bufinefs of expounding, and never 
omitted it, even on a faccament-day ; in the time he was 
at Chefler, he went through the whole Bible more thaw 
once, and by this means his people have heen obfeived to 
excel in their acquaintance with the holy fcriptures. How 
great a talent he had in preaching, the world is not igno~ 
rant, fo many of his fermons being publithed, and fpre 
far and wide ; he was very happy in the choice of his fub- 
jeGts, there could no occafion happen, either public or 

rivate, but as he was ever ready to preach upon it, fo he 
fad always an appofite text to preach upon, being a fcribe 
well inftructed in the kingdom of GOD; he had a treafure 
out of which he could eafily bring things new and old. 
His preaching was truly evangelical, fpiritual and practi- 
cal; he dhunned not to dectare the whole counfel of GOD) 
he loved to preach of Chri, and in his diary often de- 
clares, «* He was heft pleafed when be was upon tit fweet 
fabje&.” ‘Having preached concerning Chriff as our paf- 
fover, and his blood fprinkled upon the faints as their fafety, 
November 20, 1690, he has this remark, * It is mot 
Pleafant to me to be preaching Gbrin 3” and afterwards, 
“¢ Tam mioft in my element when I am preaching Chrig 
and him crucified ;” and he loved that others fhould preach 
Chri’; in the year 1709, May 1, he has recorded it, 
“<< This day Mr. Bafuct preached Gal. iv. 5. GOD feat 
forth bis Som, he preached much of Cbriff, whom I Jove to 
of.” And February 12, 1710, having expounded five 

of Solomon's Songs, he adds, “ ‘The more I think and 
dpeak of Chrif, the more reafon I fee te love him.” But 
he thought it alfo neceffary to preach up holinefs, and did 
conftantly affirm it as a faithful faying, That chey that be-~ 
Give on GOD fhould be cartful te maintain good works; this 
faying he knew was as faithful in its place, as that Fe/us 
Ohi came into the world te fave finners; both of them are 
fayings, not only true in themfelves, but dary as 
minifters 
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minifters are bound in faithfolnefs to in fift upon in their 
Preaching, fuch preaching is faithfo! preaching, a faithful 


‘Another of his conftant work among his people was 
that of catechizing; in this alfo he took pleafure, be~ 
ing fall of affection and compaifion for the fouls of youn 
people; Chriffs charge to Peter, to feed the lambs as w 
as the » he had much at heart, and it was often in his 
le knew by experience the benefit of this chriftian. 
inftitution, hia good father both abounded and excelled in it, 
as well in his family as in the ion. Saturday in the 
afternoon was the ‘time fet apart for this work, beginning 
and ending with prayer, in which his expreffions were very 
plain and very tender, fuited to the nature of the ordinance 
and to the capacity of young perfons ; in this exercife he 
wfually {pent about an 3 it was attended by others be- 
fides the catechumeng, and efteemed by them 3 good means 
of preparation for the Lord’s day. In this work of cate~ 
chizing he was remarkably owned and blefled of GOD; 
he longed for the converfion of young people, and had the 
defire of his foul, in feeing the good work begun in many 
of his catechumens; of thefe he always {peaka with a par- 
ticular refpeét, and when any, of whom he had entertained 

od hopes, row loofe and vain. Gnd notwithftanding all 

is care an ins, there were fach) he fadly la- 
mented their fin, and his difappointment in them, and 
ceafed not to pray earneftly to GOD for them, ‘¢ That he 
would recover them out of the faare of the devil, before 
their hearts were hardened with the deceitfuinefs of fin.” 
Vifiting the fick he took to be an effential part of his mi- 
niltry, and he was very diligent in it, never refufing to 
either to rich or poor, when fent for, unlefs hindered fy 
invincible neceffity ; in this be did not confine his vifits to 
thofe of bis own congregation, or of his own opinion ; 
he was often fent for to vifit thofe in communion with the 
eftablithed church, and to ftrangers, travellers and pafien 
gera to or from Ireland, and hg readily complied, and did 
indeed abound in this part of his work, which to. many 
tempers has fomething in it very difficult and dif 4 
‘We have a very uncommon inftance of his diligence, and 
zeal, and love to fouls, in the frequent compaffionate vifits 
that he made to the poor prifoners, and even to the male- 
faGtors in the caftle at Cheffer, to pray with them and preach 
to them, both before and after their trial and condemnation, 
Another fort of minifterial fervice in bors Mr. Henry 
was engaged at Cheer, was preaching mation-fer~ 

Voriv. Pare mons = 





210 M. HENRY. 


moos : It pleafed GOD feveral ry to fiir up the . 
hearts of many good people of eral denominations, to 
endeavor the giving 2 check to that immorality and pro~ 
fanenefs, that had proceeded fo far, and prevailed fo long, 
in England ; againft this encroaching enemy, Lenden made 
the firft ftand, and their example encouraged many othere 
both in England and Ireland too. 

‘We ara yet to behold him in a more large and extenfive 
Sphere of ufefulnefs, not to the neglect or prejudice of his 
ora lace stecbed bie Dhey —n te a » 

at as ol in his Diary, on Fune 3, 1711, being 
then at Londen, <¢ That it was the firft time he bad boen 
abfent from CAeffer on the firft day of the month, the fa- 
crament-day, for this twenty-four years.” But though 
his own flock were not negledied, yet he could not con- 
fine his fervices to them ; had 2 juft care for all the 
churches, and elpecially thofe that were witbin his line ; 
I mean, fach as he could vifit and return home at the 
week’s end ; he took a circuit of near thirty miles, and 
frequently lent his affiftance to the diffenting minifters and 
churches that were in that compafs, and he was always 
thankfully received by them. jofe that put together 
the various parts of Mr. Henry's labors, and confider that, 
befides what has been mentioned, he fpent agreat deal of 
time and pains in compo! his Expofitions and other 
writings Er the prefs, will furely be defirous to know 
what method he took, and what means he ufed to main- 
tain and keep up fo much life and induftry for fo many 
‘years, and to go on fo unweariedly in his “3 work. 
Among other things that contributed to this his uncom- 
mon zeal and diligence, I {hall mention a few, which all 
that know him could not but obferve, and which the 

pers be has left behind him very amply teftify ; I mean 
fiz reat value for time, his pra: Inefs, obfervation, 
and, Bequent renewings of his covenants with GOD ; by 
thefe means he was not only kept clofe to his work, but 
greatly encouraged and firengthoned in it. In the year 
7699, GOD up the learned and every way excel- 
lent Dr. Bates to the {pirits of juft men made perfect: 
Hackney had for many years been happy in his miniftry. 
As we have obferved in his life, the or might have 
had _almoft any preferment, could he have conformed 
to the eftabli church. Upon his death, the firit 
perfon that was thought fit to facceed him, was Mr. 
Maubew Henry; it was unanimouily a |, that an 
invitation fhould be given him, and Mr Sbewer was 
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defired to prepare him for it by a letter, which he did, 
‘arging him with great affe&tion and refpeé& to hearken to 
it; he returned his anfwer to Mr. Shower the very next. 
poft, in which he wholly declined it, and defired no fur- 
ther folicitation might made to him abont it; and in 
hit Diary he avers, the fireft of his refafal was truly 
laid upon hie great affection for the people at Chefer. 
‘The congregation at Hackuy did not immediately 
from what their hearts were much {et upon, but them- 
felves fent up a letter of invitation in very preffing terms, 
which in a few days time Mr. Henry anfwered with great 
refpe@t, but plainly and fully in the negative, which I 
think put an end to all farther imporrunity on their part. 
‘The peremptory refufal that Mr. He given to the 
cougtegation at Hackney, difcou: that of Salter’s- 
Hail from making any attempts of that nature, and Mr. 
Chorley of Norwich was chofen, but he declined it; and 
there being ftill fome difputes among them abont the 
choice of another, it was propofed to them, to give Mr. 
Henry an invitation; and accordingly letters were writtem 
tohim by Mr. Hewe, Mr. Wiliams and Dr. Hamilton, 
urging this am other arguments, That there being 
fome contefts, both fdes would agree in him, But be 
Kill declined it. . 

But upon the death of Mr. Billioin 1710, the ct 
gation at Hackney renewed their importunities fo forcibly, 

at, thinking it a proper call, and withing too for whe 
advantage of faperintending bis work then in the 
prefs, he at length complied, removed from Chefler 
thither in Afay1711. His Lord’s-days work be managed 
at Hackney in the fame method as he done at Cheffer, 
only that inftead of beginning with the rooth Pjaim, he 
‘begun with a thort prayer 5 the reft the order was the 
fame. Though his natural spate cys sod dif. 
tem; wing upon him, nothi his 
wane Sr Eee So reees 
le@ture-days, in expounding, preaching or catechizing ; 
he kept his ufual hour of beginning public worthip, and 
though it was earlier than the congregation at Hackneyhad 
been accuftomed to come together, yet he was punctual to 
the time, and they foon came to it, and that without re- 
TuGancy, and were many of them well pleafed with it ¢ 
and thus he did in the afternoon as well as in the morning. 
He wade it plainly to appear be fought not his eafe and 
pleafure in coming up to Londen ; here was a large field 
Of fervice, and bs & Tage heart, nuil.om that accouns: 
2 
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the place fuited him very well; he has more than onc@ 
reached the Lord’s-day morning leCture at Littl St. 
and then returned to Harkney, and preached and 
‘expounded as ufual both parts of the day there; fometimes 
after having preathed morning and afternoon at Hackney, 
he has gone to Mr. Lloyd's meeting-houfe in Wapping» to 
the charity-fchool at Shakefpear’s Walk, and fometimes 


over the water to Redriff, and preached the ing lec- 
ture, and returned home, and gone through the feveral 
parts of family worship as nfual, 


‘We come now to the clofe of this valuable life. In 
May, 31714, he made 2 vifit to his old friends in Che/Bire, 
and towards the end of the next month, as he wis upon 
his return to London, ho was taken ill at Nantwich. is 
old intimate friend (fays Mr. Tong) Mr. Ididge was thet 
swith him, and had been defired by the honorable Sir Thomas 
Delves and his lady to invite him to Deddingtox, and he 
had fally intended to have waited on them, and their 
fteward was there with Mr. Iiidge to have conduéted him 
toa boufe that has been famed for impartial and difinte- 
refted religion, aud I hope will be ever fo, but he was not 
able to proceed any further; he went to-bed at Mr. 
Monesfieds houfe, and faid to his friends, ‘* Pray for 
me, for now T cannot pray for myfelf:” When they 
‘were putting him to-l he fpoke of the excellency of 
Spiritual comforts in a time of need, and bleft GOD that 
he had thofe comforts: He had faid to Mr. ZWidge, you 
have been ufed to take notice of the fayings of dying men; 
this is mine, ‘* That a life fpent in fervite of GOD 
and communion with him, is the moft comfortable and 
pleafant life that any one can livein this world.” He had 
but a reftlefs night ; about five of the clock in the morn- 
ing he was feized with what the doctors agreed to be an 
apopleGtic ft; he lay {peechlefs with his eyes fixed, and 
about eight of the clock on Tuefday morning, Fune 22, he 

een a [loom ter Srv haat ope Cbriftin 
2 ‘his The ficians could not impute 

his death'to a fall he had fone iste before received, 
which he had all along faid he felt no ill confequence. ‘Tho’ 
‘Mr. Henry's conftitution was very healthful and ftrong, yet 
there is a great deal of reafon to believe he put too much 
upon it; and that not only by his poent ard very fer- 
-Vent preaching, in which ‘ufed to fweat profufely, but 
“chiefly ty his Sting. fo long together in his ftudy, and 
writing f much; this duc circulation of the 
blood and fpirits, ‘and caufed an obefity of body and fluth- 
ang 
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“ing in his face; but his ftudy was mote to him than the 
faces of princes, and bus work was his mof pleafang 
recreation. . 

His Wores, “ I. A {mall Difcourfe concerning the 
Nature of Schifm, 368g. His Father's Life, 1696. 
UI. A Difcourfe about nefs and Quietnefs of Spirit, 
on 1 Pet, iii; 4. to which is added, A Sermon preached at. 
Mr, Howe's meeting-houfe in Lendon, 1698. 1V. A 
Scripture Catechifn, 1702. V. Family Hymns, gather- 
ed moft out of David's Pfalms, and all out of the infpired 
yritivigs, 1702. VI. A plain Catechifm for Children, 
Vir. Sermon concerning the right Mar ent of 
friondly vifits ; preached at Mr. Howe's mesting in London, 
2704, Vill, A Church in the Houfe, preached at Mr, 
Shewer's maceting, and publifhed at the requeft of the con- 
Bregation, 1704. IX. The Communicants Companion ; 
or Inftructions and Helps for the right receiving of the 
Lord's Supper, 1704. X. Four Dilsourfes again Vice 
and Immorality, viz. 1. Againft Drankennefs. 2. Again 
‘Pncleannefs. 3. Againit ch-breaking. 4. Againit 
profaneSpeaking. 1705. XI. Great-Britain’s prefent Hopes 
and Joys open > in two Sermons; the former on the na-~ 
tional than {giving day, December 31, 1706, the latter the 
oy, followings being New-Year's-Day, Pfalm \xv. 31, 
XII. Two Funeral ons, one on Dr. Samuel Benyon, 
the other on the reverend Mr. Francis Tallents, minifters 
of the gofpel in Shrew/bury, with an account of their 
lives, 1709. XIII. A Method for Prayer, with Scrip- 
ture Expreffions proper to be ufed under each head, 
1710, IV. A Sermon concerning the Work and Suc- 
cet of the Miniftry, 1710, XV. Difputes Reviewed, a 
fermon preached at the evening Jeéture on the Lord’s-day, 
from Maré ix. 2 1710. XVI, Faith in Chrif infered 
fiom Faith in GOD, a fermon preached on the Tue 
days ledture at Salter’s-Hall, from Fobn xiv. 1. 17134 
XVII. A Sermon concerning the Forgivencfy of Sin asa 
Debt, on Afath. vi. 12, 17112 XVII. Lope and Fear 
balanced, in a leture at Salter’s-Hall, py, 24, I7ITs 
XXEX. .A Sermon preached at the Funeral of Mr. Samuel 
Lawrence, minifter of the goipel me Nantwich in Chsfbire, 
on Phil, jig 23, 1742. A Sermon preached at 
Salter’ s-Hall to the Societies for the Refo: mation of Man- 
ners, June 30. 1712, KXI. A Sermon preached at 

rdafber's- Fall the Occafion of the Death of: the 
reyerend Mr. Richard Stretton, July 3, 1712. XXI1. 


Dire@igas for daily Cammunion with GOD: ia three 
Pg «¢ Sermons, 


a Spi ‘Tyranny ; fhewed in a im 
on Nov. 5) 1712. xv, A Sermon peimerll Westies 
linatis ir. Atkin; fan, 27 1733s XXVI. 
A Sermon of the Funoral of the 


on 
Teverend Me. Daniel Burgeft, Feb. 3, 1913. KXVII. 
Cheif's Favor to little iy and improved 3 
in a Sermon preached at the lic baptizing of a child in 
Londen, on rk X. 16. 6, 1713. XXVIIL 
concerning the catechizing of Youth, Breached 
to Mr. Harris's Catechumens, April 23 1I38- xIxX, 
Selt-Confideration neceffary to a fervation; or, 
‘The Folly of defpiting our own Souls and our ownWays 
in two fermons to young people, Juxe 14 171g. 
XX. Sober-Mindednefs upon young People > 
at the catechiftical re at Mr, Wilcox’s meet~ 
ing-place, and printed at the defire of many of the Cate- 
chomens, moft of them being minifters fons, Seps. 2, 
1713. XXX. A Memorial of the Fire of the Lord; in 
a fermon preached Sept. 2, ms on Namd. xi. 3, being 
the day of remembrance ot he buming of Londen, at 
ue f religi Life, opened, aa cds and 
of a ious roved, recom- 
fo, the conflderation a of a” and particulary of 
ple, 15,1714. . His Ex; tions of t! 
Bivied"in which Te has through the Old Teftament 
in four Ja; volumes folie, and through the Boangriifis 
and the Aas of the Apofics ina fifth; ‘and war fully 
bent, if GOD had fpared his life, to have finifhed the 
whole in another volume, but in that death has prevented 
him. XXIV. An Account of the Life and Death of lieu- 
tovant Tlidge, father to Mr. George Ilidge of Nantwich, 
Mr, Henry's very particular friend. 


JOHN SHOWER. 


HIS valuable and gracious Minifter was born in the 
. 4 of Exeter, baptized on the 18th of Afay, 
1 “His father was a man of great piety and liberality 

poor, thinking maney, fa expended, to be laid oor 
: will 
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with furety beyond any other. In this be was of the fame 
tnind with a wealthy merchant, who, having loft by one 
thipwreck to the value of 15001. ordered his clerk to dif- 
tribute rool. among poor minifters and people, adding 5 
that * if his fortune were going by r5001, at a lump, it 
was high time to make fare of fome part of it, before it 
was gone.” This was in the /of century: And there isa 
diftinguifhed merchant, for the honor of the gofpel, to be 
found in the relent, whofe public and private FEnevelences 
prove, that he has the art of laying ovt his money 
to the beft advantage, an » by lending to the Lord, no 
diminution has occurred to his fock, and much lefs tothe 
peace of his mind. Mr. Shower’s mother was alfo an ox- 
cellent woman, and a great bleffing to her family. He 
Joft his father in 1661, who left a decent eftate to his 
widow and four fons. 

Mr. Bradford of Exon was his fchool-mafter there 5 
but, at fourteen, he was;fent to Mr. Warren of Taunton, 
who kept a private academy for qualifying young men for 
the miniftry. After a confiderable time, he and hia mo- 
ther removed to London, for the advantage of Mr. Morton's. 
tuition, who was (it is faid) a polite profound {cholar. 
Here he made great proficiency, infomuch that Dr. 
Manton,. as well as his tutor, encouraged him, before he 
‘was quite twenty» to prepare, himtelf as a candidate for 
the miniftry. ir. Limothy Rogers, his intimate friend 
and fellaw-iaborer, affured Mr. Zong, to whom we are 
chiefly indebted for us scconttt, ofan his firft formes was 
preached in the year 1677, on Pfam cxix. 30. javing: 
mentioned Mr. Regerss cannot help giving my Readers 
a moft remarkable Providence, which occurred to his fa~ 
ther, who was minifter at Croga, in Cumberland, in the 
days of K. Céarks HU. But as it is fomewhat long, J will 

x it to a note, that I may not interrupt my narration i 
in 

* The late Mr. Tlomar dined one day st the haule of 
Airs. Tool an eminent chriftian, in Lexdox s who was fomons in 
her ie She toes He core eee all, eesea natn > 

houfe ani le were another Lodi 
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ith Mr. 





s Melancholy, and was years under that diftemper, 
Sived there the tame day with and, after dinner, he 
entertained Mrs. Teal b ies concerning his fa- 
ther, who was ane of the ejetted mimificrs in the year 1662, and the 
Surtica ely related Ging he bad often hesed bie Eacker, 
partic rel one CS e =) is father, 
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@efign. He afterwards affified the famous and witty 
Mr. dip, muthor of futi-Sexxe: And,’ in the year 
1683, accompanied Sir Samuel Barnardifion, at the 
defire of his uncle, in his travelsto the Continent. With 
him and others, be had the pleafure of feeing Geneva, feveral 
parts of France and Jtaly, and of paffing homewards by the 
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ciples, and return only with bad ‘ices ¥.—But, for 
this we muift refer the inquifitive Reader to Mr. Tong's 
Targe detail. At his return, after almoft two years ab- 
fence, he ly advanced in his ufefulnefs and reputation, 
But, as this was in the mid of a warm perfecution of 
the diffenting minifters, it was not fafe for men of his 
principles, however peaceable (witnefs the cafe of Mr. 
jouw, one of the moft quiet mildeft of men), to re- 
main in the kingdom. rdingly, he, as well as Mr, 
Howe and feveral others, retired to Hetand, where he con- 
tinued till two years after the revolution, preaching the 
gofpel at Rotterdam. In this interval, he married the 
niece of the famous Mr. Papillon, whofe cafe made fo 
much noife a Jittle before, for afferting the privileges of 
the citizens of Loxdox. By her he bad three children, 
though the did not farvive birth of the laf, 
ie inducement of his retarn was to be co-paftor with 
Mr. Howe; but, being invited by another congregation 
fome time afterwards, he thought his ufefulnefs might in- 
ereafe by accepting their cal!, which he did in Aday, 1691, 
and preached in Curricr’s-Hal, their mecting-pface, ‘on 
the next Lord’s-day. An increafe of hearers foon made a 
removal to a |: r room neceflary, which they found in 
Fewin-Ssrect, where they continued feveral years. In 
2, he married the daughter af Mr. White, an eminent 
citizen, with whom he was very happy for nine years, 
and by whom he had feveral children. In the year 17015 
his congregation removed themfelves to a more commo- 
dious meeting in the Old Fewry, where he was affifted by 
Mr. Timothy Rogers, abovermentioned. In 1706, he was 
attacked by a malignant fever, from which he did not re- 
cover without evident {hocks to his conftitution. On his 
reeovery, he preached a moft affe€ting fermon to his people 
on 


with thee.’ When be to pray, the was sf attention, and. 
Loe aneonss went to ber bese, Having Gnithed prayer, he took 
that for his text; and there GOD met with ber foul in a faving way 
snd manner + And the st laf obtained, what the fo long fooght for 
fn vain elfewbere, reft to her foul in Him who is the life and 
‘efi of them that believe. k : 
© The excellent Herbert hath exprefied his opinion upon thia false 
eX with bia nfl piety. 


“Travels abroad both dear and are, 

‘Whilft oft the foul pays for the body's fare: 

“Travels at home are and fafe. Salvation 
‘emes ‘wings of Med 
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on Pfelm crvi. 8, 9. About September, 1713, he was 
feiazed with a paralytic fit ac a friend's houfe at Epping, 
from which he never fully recovered. However, at 
times, be was able to go on with his work, and to make 
Tittle excurfions occafionally to Stoke Newington; where 
hhe enjayed the fociety of Sit Jobe Hlrtop and Mr. Gould, 
the intimate friends of Dr. Watts, and moft likely of Dr. 
Pats himfelf. On the 24th of March, 1715, he preached 
his Iaft fermon from Pjalm Ixxix. 1. But, from that 
time, languithi and difeafe overwhelmed his feeble body, 
zill the 2: Rhof Fane following ; when he found, what he 

lefired, death without terror, and the goodnefs of the 
Lord in dying. He was depofited at Highgate on the 7th 
of Fuly. “His natural temper was peculiarly tender and. 
affectionate, which was certainly not diminjfhed by grace. 
He could fay, both as a minifter and a friend, ae 
weak, and I am not weak; whe is offended, and I byrn not P 
“This tendernefs of fpirit thewed itfelf, not only in his pri- 
wate difcourfe with his friends, but in his public mini- 
firations. ‘The lively affeGtions of his foul would often 
Sileorer beepers in many teary Lear baa he = 
pleading with in pray with men in preachy 
mg: ‘And, as flame increates flame, he had anatural, not 
an artificial, way of moving the hearts of the People. In 
a word, he was both a burning and a fhining light below; 
and doubtiefs is now removed to /hine as the flars in the fir~ 
mament for ever and cer. .. 

His Works. ‘* I. Serious RefleGions on Time and 
Eternity, and fome other fubjects, moral and divine. 
With an Appendix concerning the firft day of the year, 
how obferved by the Jews, and may beft be employed by 
aferious chriftian, tame. II. Redgnation to the divine 
sa Pleafure in every Condition, recommended as our 

uty and Happinefs. “In a fermon from 2 Sam. xv. 26. 

to. 1684. Il], The prefent Correction and Reproof of 

in. A difcourfe on Ferem. ii. 19. 400. 1685. IV. OF 
Se. Peter's Sin and true Repentance. A fermon preached 
at Rotterdam, Dec. 3, 3687. 4te. VW. An Exhortation to 
Repentance and Union among Proteftants: Or a Dif- 
courfe upon the Burthen of from Fai. xxi. 11, 
1@. 42. 1688. V1, Praétical Refiedtions on the late 
Earthquakes in Jamaica, England, Sicily, Maha, Seq 
with 2 particular Biftorical Account of thofe and ‘divers 
other Earthquakes. r2mo. 1693. VII. The Day of 
Grace : Or a Difcourfe concerning the Poffbility and 
Fear of its being paft before Death; Shewing the poe 
is 
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lefs doubts and miftaken Bi 3 of fome, as to theit 
being finally forfaken and left of GOD; with the dan- 
rous fymptoms and approaches of others to fach a fad 
Fate. In four fermons PB Anxxi. 11, 12. 12m¢. 
1694. VIII. A Difcourfe of tempting Cérif. 12mo. 
1694. IX. Family Religion, in three letters toa friend, 
ramo. 1694. XK. No Peace to the Wicked. A fermon 
preached on the faft day, May 23, 1694. 4te. XI. Some 
Account of the holy Li and Desh of Mr. Henry Gearing, 
who died ‘Yan. 4, 1693-4, aged 61. 12me. 1694. Kil. 
A Thank(giving Sermon, April 16, 1696. to. XI. A 
Sermon preached to the Societies for Reformation of 
Manners in the cities of London and Weftminfler, Nov. 155 
2697. af. XIV. OF Long Life and Old’ Age, A fot 
neral fermon on the death of Mrs, Fane Papillon, Fuly 
1698. 4t0. XV. The Mourner’s Companion: Or Fr- 
neral Difcourfes on feveral Texts, In two parts. 12mo. 
1699. _ XVI. GOD's Tho ‘and Ways above ours, 
efpecially in the Forgivenefa of Sin. In feveral Sermons 
upon Lai. lv, 7, 8, 9. 8ve. 1699. XVII. Heaven and 
Heit: ‘Or the unchangeable State of Happinefs or Mifer: 
for all Mankind in another World. 8v0. 1790 ‘XVII. 
Sacramental Difcourfes. In two parts. i 
phrafe on the Lord’s prayer. Sve. 1702, XIX. A Fo- 
neral Sermon : Occafioned by the faudden death of the re~ 
verend Mr. Nathanicl Taylor, late minifter of the gofpel 
in Lendon. 4tc. 1702. XX. An Exhortation to Minifters 
and People, at Mr. Thomas Bradbury's Ordination. 8v0. 
1707 XI. Winter Meditations. “ A fermon on froft, 
and {now, and winds, and the wonders of GOD therein, 
8v0. 1709. XXII. Divine Support under difquieting 
Thoughts. A Sermon from Pfab= xciv. 19. 12me. 171%. 
XXXII, Enoch’s Tranflation. “A funeral fermon upon the 
fudden death of Dr. Nebemiah Grew, fellow of the col- 
lege of phyficians, who died March 25, 1732. Preached 
im the ba Jewry, Bve. 1712. 
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E fhould not think it right to pretermit fome 
memoir of this learned and valuable Man, the 
labora of whofe life were devoted, with equal fuccefs and 
ability, tothe fervice of the proreftant religion agamft po~ 
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» and to the canfe of chriftianity itielf aguinft (vera 
Ere of heretics, who have endeavored to fap its founda- 
tions. He was born in the ya 1641, at Alencen in 
France, and, after 2 very liberal education, became minif~ 
ter of the reformed church at Kowen ; where, before he was 
thirty-five, he diftingui himfelf by feveral learned 
works ix fupport of the proteftant religion. Thefe raifed 
his character, and occafioned his intment to the church 
at Gharenten, then tho principal church of the Freach Re~ 
formed, about a league from Paris. In this Situation, he 
applied himfelf to repel the artful attacks of the bifhop of 
1x, who was then laboring to overturn the proteftant 
religion, by feeming conceffions to its profeflors. His 
fermons upon this occafion were afterwards printed in 
and met with deferved commendations from Mr. 
layic, and from every body elfe capable of judging in 

matters. 

Upon the fatal and perfidious revocation of the edi@ of 
Nantes, Mr. diliz, with multitudes of his profeffion, fled 
from the t y and fuperftition of their native land 5 
many of whom, with himfelf, found a welcome afylum 
in the Britjfb dominions. His capacity, zeal, and learn- 
ing, procured our Author a moft deferved as well as dif- 
tinguithed reception, He immediately applied himfelf to 
the gaining our Jangoage, which he attained to a fur- 
prfing pe: ion. ‘Thedegree of doétor in divinity was 
an honor immediately conferred ; and, in fome time after, 
the treafarerthip of church of Saifoury followed it for 
his fupport. As no man was ever better qualified, it was 
thought of to engage bim in writing an authentic hiftory 
of the councils; but, the defign unhappily dropped, for 
want of encow te I have frequently thought, if 
publicipiried perlons (ss for ober perpotes) would ber 
public-fpirit fons (as for T purpofes) wi 
queath acompetent fum, for the re-publication of the bef 
editions of learned works, or for the engagement of able 
men in the publication of literary Defderata, which they 
might fear to venture upon at their own expence, efpe~ 
cially fince the injury which learning has received by the 
demolition of copy-right ; it would be a moft beneficial 
and honorable circumftance to the literature of our na- 
tion, if not of the world. Our Author, however, could 
not be idle, but wrote feveral equally learned and enter- 
taining pieces in the caufe of proteftantifm, which efta~ 
blithed ifs credit here, as high 2s ever it had been in his 
own country. Inthe year 1699, be wrote a very learned 
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and admirable book in defence of the Trinity, which had 
confiderable effets upon the public. Mornay, Witfas, and 
others, had walked over much of the fame ground; but 
Ailix’s principal view was to defeat a new paradox of the 
Unitarians in their anfwer to bifhop Sui. + They con- 
tended, that all the Fewif2 authors, which mention chat 
dogtrine, lived after Fufin Martyn, that is, fince the year 
140, or at leaft after the publication of the gofpel 5 that 
even the books of thefe Fewj/s authors are pious frauds, as 
well as thofe of Philo thé Few, and the Book of Wifdom; tbat. 
the Fews, pri 0 that period, could not ff the Tri- 
nity or the inity of Chrift, becanfe they nothing of 
thete thin; 3 and that, at moft, whatever is to be found, 
either in ¢! fcriptures or the Fews, agreeable to 
thofe doctrines, probably procected pon the Platenif, 
and were adopted in order to render the religion of Fcfus 
acceptable to the Pagans. Againft thefe prepofterous af- 
fertions, founded both in ignorance of the age of the 
Bible, and of ecclefiaftical antiquity, Dr. lie tet hime 
felf, and has proved, that the antient Tey church, with 
refpett to the Trinity and divinity of the Afzfiab, had 
the very fame ideas at the bottom, though Iefs clear and 
explicit, which the chriftian church hath at thisday. ‘This 
was a great work ; and he has executed it with the 
erudition and fidelity, While we are upon this dubjett, 
we might alfo mention, that another work of this kind 
has fince been publifhed to thew, that the doGtrine of a 
‘Trinity not only obtained (as well it might according to 
the fcriptares) among the antient Yews, bot alfo in all 
parts of the world, where any fragments of remote opi- 
nions, or even the origins of nations, have been pre- 
ferved. This is dome, but rather feccinGly, in the in- 
troduction of a book, entitled, ** Hora Solitaria, or Ef- 
fays upon the Divinity of Chri,” which we have had oc~ 
cafion to refer to in a former volume. See Vol. I. p. 
203. Dr. Milix, after thefe elaborate performances, ftill 
continued, to oblige the chriftian world by his writings 
for many years, fe have been attacked, as fuch works 
always will be, by a variety of adverfaries to the truth of 
the gofpel. Among the the doCtor had a converfa~ 
tion with Mr. Whifton, which being of fome curioficy and 
iwportance, fhall be fubjoined in a note *. ra 
le 
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not only all the erudition, but all the quicknefs and vivae 
city that appeared in his earlieft pieces. Thofe whoknew 
him found the fame pleafure in his converfation, that the 
learned will always find in his productions; for, witha 
prodigious fhare cf learning, be had a wonderful livelinefs 
of temper, and 4x; imfelf on the drie fubjeQs 
with fo much fprightlinefs, and in a manner fo out of the 
common road, that it was impoffible to flag or lofe one’s 
attention, to what was the fubject of his difcourfe. He 
was confulted by the greateft mon of his age, on the 
doepeit and moft intricate Barts of learning, and was ac- 
knowledged for a genius of the firft order by thofe whom the 
world haye eftoemed, not only the moft capable but the 
moft unbiaffed critics. It was not any ‘le branch of 
literature, or a few related to each other, that could oc+ 
cupy his thoughts, but the whole circle of {ciences which 
fall under the ‘izance of a general fcholar, and found 
divine, All fe he had not only tafted but di > as 
appears by his excellence in different, and almoit oppofite 
ftudies. “His fermons shew him to have been an admirable 
orator, and at the fame time a profound fcholar. The 
foveral antient authors he publithed teitify his tkill in cri~ 
ticifm, and his perfect acquaintance with antiquity. His 
treatifea on ecclefiaftical hiftory difcover a prodigious 
fund of reading, an exa& comprebenfion of his fubject, 
and his fincere zeal for the proteftant religion, He la- 
bored alfo to ferve it by the tracts he refcued from duft and 
oblivion, to thew (as they effectually did) that the charge 
of novelty, on which the papifts infifted fo loudly, was not 
barely unreafonable, but at the fame time groundlefs. 

His thorough acquaintance with Hebrew and Rab- 
binical learning, with whatever depends thereupon in 
Greek and other languages, was difplayed in his laborious 
performance in defence of the doGtrine of the Trinity, in 
which his fincerity ia as confpicuous as his learning. If 
in the profecution of fome deep and recondite ftudies, he 
fometimes miftook bis way, and erred a little in his chro~ 
nological computations ; it was no more than had befallen 
the greareft men who had travelled Serre before bim, 
particularly Fofeph Afede, ifhop Lisyd ; neit! ave 
thefe saan 2 ‘convinced other ornaments of the common~ 
‘wealth of letters, that the roads are impaffable, fince the 
very learned dean Prideexx, and the indetarigable Sit Zane 
Newton, have devoted many of their hours to like in- 
qui . Our Author continued his applicatian to the 

» and having {pon out the thread to an extraordinary 
on IV. Qa extent, 
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extent, died at Londen, February ats 37275 in the feventy- 
fixth year of his age, leaving ind him the reputation 
of a man, equally afiduous in the right difcharge of all 
the offices of public and private life, and every way as 
amiable for his virtues and focial qualities, as venerable 
from his uprightnefs and integrity, and famous for his 
various and pro! ing. 
His Works.“ 1, Ref & Ja Differtation fur Bertram 
& Fean Scot, ow Eri jai ef a Ia fin du premier Tome 
de"la Perpetuité de M. 'd. i, c An Anfwer to 2 
Differtation on Bertram and Fobn Scot, which is at the End 
of the Perpetuity of the Faith by Mr. Armand, II, 
Ratramne, ou Bertrand, Prétre, da Corps, & du Sang du 
Seigneur. En Latin, &en Francois. Rouen, 1672. 12me. 
i.e, Ratramn, or Bertrand, the Prieft, on the Body and 
Blood of our Lord, in Latin and French. LI. Differtatio 
dc Trifagiiorigine. Autore P. 4. V. D, M. (Petre Ailix 
Verbi Dei Miniftro) Rothomagi, 1674, 8u0. i.e. A Dif- 
fertation on the firft Rife of the Tri agium or Doxology ; 
by Peter Alix, &%c. IV. Differtatio de Sanguine D, N. 
£ C. ad Epiftolam S. Ai i quaé num adhuc exiftat 
mquiritur. 8ve. i. ¢. A Di ion on the Blood of our 
Lord Fefus Chrift, Be. WV. Differtatio de Lertulliani vita 
& feriptis, 8ve. i.e. A Differtation on the life and writ- 
ings of Tertullien. WI, Differtatio de Concilioram guo- 
rumvis definitionibus ad examen revocandis. 8e0. VII. 
Anaftafir Sinaite icarum contemplationum in Hexa~ 
hemeron, liber xii, ha€tenus defideratue, Gract & Latin? 
Cees 1S. Joann Chrgfstens Ealitola ad Caferion 
joftulatio de S. Jeannis i Epiftola ‘a farium 
Parifenfibus Theologis nuper fuppreffa. Londini, 1682. 
Ate. i.e. Anaftafius his twelfth book of contemplations, 
on the fix days work of the creation, which has been 
hitherto fo much defired, in Greek and Latin, from the 
yerfion, and with the notes of Andrew Dacer. To which 
is prefixed, = Repellers Preface, in relation to an 
epi ite Fobm Ch: lem to Cafarius, Sately fupp: 
fome Pari ee Vili Dente Sernon de P. 
f. Miniftre du S, Evangile far divers Textes. A Rotter- 
dam chez Reinier Leers, 1685. 12m0. i. €. ‘Twelve Ser- 
mons by Peter Allie Minifter of the Holy Gofpel, upon 
feverat Texts. 1X. Les Maximes du vrai Chrétien, i. e. 
The Maxims of 2 good Chriftian. This was joined to 
another Treatife, entiruled, Bonnes & faintes penfees pour 
goues Jes jours de mois. » 1687. i. e. Good and 
Boly thoughts, for all the days in the month. X. LAdica 
‘tde* 
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de Sainte Pau! aux Ephefens, Sermon fur les Verfets 26, 
27, 28, du xx Chapitre des 4Aes. Am/fferdam, 1688. 12m. 
i.e. St. Paul's Farewel_to the Ephefans, a Sermon upon 
as xx, 26, 27, 28. XI. Reflexions tpon the Books of 
the Holy Scripture, to eftablith the Truth of the Chrif- 
tian Religion. In two volumes. London, 1688. XII. 
Determinatio F. Yaannis Parifenfis de modo exiflendi 
Corporis Chrifti in Sacramento Altaris, alio quam fit ille 
nem tenet Ecclefia, Nunc primum edita ex M. S. 
God. S. Pigeris Parifenfs; cui prefxa eft Prafatio Hilt 
torica de Dogmate Tranfubftantiationis. Londini, 1662. 
Sve. i. e. The Determination of Brother Fobn Parity 
Jacobin, as to the Mode of our Lord’s Body, exifting in 
the Sacrament of the Altar; different from that, held b 
the Church. Now firft printed from a MS. at St. Vigtor’s 
in Paris; to which is prefixed, an hiftorical Preface, as 
to the Doétrine of Tranfubftantiation. XIII, Some 
Remarks upon the Ecclefiaftical Hiftory of the antient 
Churches of Piedmont, by P. Aliix, D. D3. London, 1690. 
4te. XIV. Remarks pon the Ecclefiaftical Hiftory of 
the antient Churches of the A/bigenfes. By Peter Allixy 
D. D. treafurer of the church of Sarum. Lond. 1692. 4t00 
KV. The Judgement of the antient Fewi/o Church, 
ainft the Unitarians in the Controverty upon the’ Hol 
rinity, and the Divinity of our bleffed Saviour: Wi 
a Table of Matters and a Table of Texts of Scripture 
gecafionally explained. By a Divine of the church of 
England. London, 1689. 8ve. XVI. De Mefie duplici 
adventu Differtationes duz adverfus Fudeos. Londini, 
1701, 14mg. i. e. Of the two Advents of the Afefiab, in as 
many Differtations againft the Jews, XVII. Preface and 
Arguments on the mee VAIL. Nefarii Patriarchse 
Hierofelymitani Conkatatio Imperii Paps in Ecclefiam, 
Londini, 1702. 8ve. i.e, Nefarius Patriarch of Ferufalem, 
his Confutation of the Pope’s Authority in the Church. 
XIX. Augufi Hermanni Francke Manuducio ad Lectionem. 
Scripture Sacrz, edita ftudio P. Ailiz. Londini, 1706. 
Sve. i. c. Auguftus Herman Francke’s \ntroduction to the 
reading of the Holy Scriptures, publifhed by Dr, Alix. 
XX. biffertatio de Fefa Giri jomini noftri Anno && 
Menfe Natali. Lond:ni, 17: 1710. 8ve. ice. A Dif- 
fertation on the Year and Month of the Nativity of our 
Lord Fefus Chrift. XXI. The Prophecies, which Mr, 
Whiften applies to the Times immediately following the 
Appearance of the Afy confidered and examined. 
Londen, 1707. 8va. X. ae ala Cene, 8 
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1. e. Preparations for the Lord’s Supper. Other Pieces 
are alfo faid to have been written by him; viz. XXIII. 
“‘Thefes Theologice de ultimo Judicio. Saimur. 420. 1660, 
XXIV._A Difcourfe concerning Penance. London. Svs. 
1688." XXV. An hiftorical Difcourfe concerning the 
Necefity of the Minifter’s Intention in adminiftering the 
Sacrament. 8ve. 1688. XXVI. An Examination of the 
Scruples of thofe who refufe to take the Oaths. gre. 1689. 
XXVIII. Animadverfions on Mr, Hilf'sVindication of the 
Primitive Fathers againit the right reverend Gilbert, bi- 
Shop of Sarum, In a Letter toa Perfon of Quality. 420. 
1695. XXVIII. Remarks upon fome Places of Mr. 
sfton’s Books, either printed or in MS. By P. Alix, 
D.D. Lond. 1711. Sve.” This piece is very fcacce. 


we 


RICHARD TAYLOR. 


ICHARD TAYLOR was a Man of abilities and 
erudition ; evangelical in doétrine ; and in converfa- 
tion, faithfulnefs, and affiduity in his work, eminent and 
exemplary, He had his education in the univerfity of St. 
Andrew's in Scotland, where he commenced batchelor of 
arts in the year 1674, and mafter of arts the year follow- 
ing. But being duly fenfible of the importance of that 
fervice in the chu of GOD, to which he had devoted 
himfelf; he did not immediately engage in preaching, but 
continued his ftudies for upwards of two years; fo that 
having his mind ftored with a larger farniture of divine 
knowledge, his future capacity for ufefulnefs might be 
the greater. And fuch was his modefty, that w! he 
entered upon the work of the miniftry, he did it firft Fey 

Nately and being from the proof be 
given of his ability, he afterwards appeared more 
publicly, in 1677- About which time, he joined himfelf 
in fellowthip with the di: ing con tion at Stepney 5 
and in 4pril 1678, he went to > in the quality of 
chaplain to Sir William Thomfon ; after which he removed, 
in September 1681, into the family of the countefs of 

Scarfdale. 

is abilities by this time were fo well known, that in 
March, 1679, he received an invitation from the congre- 
gational church at 4mferdam, to be their paitor 5 which, 
for 
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for weighty reafons at that time, he thought fit to de- 
cline, But having afterwards, in July 1686, received the 
like invitation from the congregation in London, of which 
the reverend Mr. Brock: bad been paftor, he accepted of 
it. In thedifcharge of which duty, he fpent the remainder 
of his days; and with what care, watchfulnefs, diligence, 
and geal; for the fpiritual welfare of his flock, was far 
better underftood by them than can be expreffed by others. 
He was a valiant champion for the faith which was once 
delivered to the faints ; a zealous afferter of free and effica~ 
cious grace in converfion, and of the righteoufnefs of 
Chrift alone, for our juftification, and all the other pointe 
of chriftian do@rine which ftand conneéted with them. 
His preaching and practice were harmonious; he never 
pulled down with the one hand, what he built up with the 
other; and his whole converfation and conduct were with- 
out guile and temporizing. And as he lived in the faith 
he had preached, fo he died in it, and defired his friends 
might know what on his death-bed he declared; which 
was, asI have it delivered to me, (fays Mr. Nefditt in 
his funeral fermon) in thefe words: “ Tam exceedingly 
‘well fatisfied in the defence I have been enabled to make 
of the truths of the gofpel in my time, and now am full, 
of the comforts of them ; and if it were poffible for me ta 
live a thoufand years longer than I have done, I would 
continue to preach thofe truths, and be more earneft in 
the defence of them.” As the end of his living was 
Chrift, fo Chrift was to him life in death. His fun did not 
fet ina cloud, his evening was clear and ferene, no dark- 
nefs in his mind, no thorns in his confcience; nor was 
his patience difturbed, but had its perfeft work; for he 
bore afi his fharp and tedious pain with a meek and quiet 
fpirit. After his people had been bleffed with his labors 
wf more than thirty years, he died, in the month of 
September, 1712s, The following was drawn up by the 
itor of a pofthumous volume on “t The Fall 3” who fays, 
« ‘The Author made it the chief bufinefs of his Preachings 
whilf he lived, to plead for the fovereign freenefs of 
GOD's grace, for the perfection of the fatisfaction 
Coriff made to the juitice of GOD, and for the neceffity 
of trufting to his imputed righteoufnefs, in order to jafti- 
ication, "He at the fame time was very careful to prefé to 
the following of holinefs, without which it is impoffible to 
fee or enjoy GOD. And as he was a perfon. of moft 
eminent piety, and of the moft blamelefs cireumfpect con- 
verfation, he wasa credit 6 the doctrines pf grace, set 
3 e 
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he preached ; and he never could be charged with a€ting 
in toch a way, 23 might bring difhonor on the glorious 
gofpe! of GOD his Saviour. 
is Wonks. ‘I, The Hiftory of the Union be- 

tween the Prefbyterian and Congregational Diffenting Mi- 
nifters, in and about Lender; with an Account of the 
Breach of it. 420. 1698. II. Two Ditcourfes preached 
at Pinner’s-Hall; %. Chrift, ax he is a fure refuge, 
and a rock of falvation. 2. On theWay to have Peace with 
GOD. 8vo. 1701. IIE. The Eftablifhment of the Law b: 
the Goff ferted and vindicated : To which is added, 
feafonable Caution againft Prefumption in a Time of Prof - 
perity; Bue. 1704. IV. Difcourfes on feveral Subjects: 
In two volumes. Sve. 1719.” 


MATTHEW CLARKE. 


HIS eminent Minifter among the Diffenters was 
born on the 2d of Feds wary, 1664s at a folitary houfe 

in Leicefter Foref, where his father, who was one of the 
minifters ejected by the Uniformity Aét, had retired from 
the violence of the times. As Mr. C/arke's father was a 
man of learning, he took particular care of his fon’s edu- 
cation, and grounded him in the Latin, Greek, and even 
fome of the oriental languages, to which were added the 
Jratian and French: He {poke the taft with uncommon per- 
fedtion. Qualified by outward and efpecially by gracious 
advantages for the miniftry, he began his fervice in the 
‘year 1684, which was no very favorable feafon for the dif-- 
ienters. In about three years, he was called to Sandwich 
in Kent, where he exerciied his talents with great fatisfac- 
tion for two years; burt, in 16! he returned to London, 
and was fettled as affiftant to Mr. Ford in the meeting at 
Miles-Lane. ‘n 16 upon the death of Mr. Ford, Mr. 
Clarke fucceeded to of that congregation, where 
he was bleft with many feals to his miniftry. In 1696, 
he inarried Mrs. dane Frith of Windfers by her had a 
fon anda danghter, whom he brought up with great care. 
About this time unhappy difpures were raifed among the 
diffenting congregations, refpeéting the impatation of 
Chriff's vighteoufhels, the gofpel being a new law, and a 
change A gtun between Chrift his Ele&,” which 
created divifiens among them, and alfo among the 
lefturers 
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JeGturers at Pinner’s-Hall. Mr. Clarke was chofen to fuc- 
ceed upon a vacancy to thefe lectures in the year 1697, 
which he continaed to his death. 

In private life, he was troly exemplary; and, in his 
public duty, was guiley of that rare fault of being too 
laborious. © He has preached three times on the Lard’s~ 
day, and feveral times in. the week befides; by the con- 
tinwance of which labors, he overheated his blood, and 
loft, by degrees, his natural reft and appetite : _Infomuch 
that, in the year 1707, he was fo roully ill of a fever, 
that he was given over by friends and phyfcians, and £2 
nally recommended in prayer by Dr. Wits, who afbfted 
his devotions, as a Man leaving the world, to the mercy of 
our Lord Fefus Chrift unte eternal life, But when he was 
thus paft all expedlation of life below, he was wonderfully 
recovered by a medicine, which was given as a laft effort 
for his relief. “This diforder, however, extremely weak~ 
ened his conftitution. In November, 1715, he the 
misfortune to. break his leg, which, coming upon a habit 
worn down with inceffant E:bors, quite reduced his former 
fpirite and vivacity. He was more than once chofen to 
appear at the head of the Diffenters, in offering congratu- 
latory addreffes to the throne, upon remarkable occafions, 
and particularly upon the difcovery of the pretender’s plot 
in 1722. But nothing more difturbed his mind, or con- 
tributed more to the impairing his health, than the un- 
happy divifions among his brethren affembling at Sa/ter’s- 

fall, refpeéting the heterodox opinions, which were pro- 
pagating inthe welt of England prong. the diffenters, and 
particularly upon the Article of the Trinity. Thefe opi- 
wions have been increafing among them, with additional 
corruption, to this day, and have produced numberlefs 
confufions and divifions, The 4rien lye producdd the 
curfe of an exterminated gofpel in 4fa, where it pre- 
vailed : And may its tion and reception never ex- 
tinguifh the light of GOD’s truth and countenance in 
Great Britain !—Mr. Clarke mourned over thefe miferable 
controyerfiea and divifions both in public and private, and 
prayed earneftly and conftantly that GOD would give a 
better fpirit to the contendi pace But, finding that 
he ‘could do but little Tervice haw can the gentle yoice 
of troth be heard in the clamors of paffion !} he withdrew 
very much from public converfation, and refolved ta fpend 
the {hort remainder of his days in flence and foliruda. In 
the very beginning of the year 1726, he was {eized with 
@ complication of diforders, which on the 27th of March 

following, 
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following, being the Lord’e-day, bron; 7 him to the end 
of his pilgri a journsy ixty-two years, 
faven weeks, and two days. «He departed in great devo- 
tion and comp! wil any doubts of his in- 
tereft in the Prince of falvation. A Memoir of his 
life and charaéter has been written b Rev. D. Neal, 
M. A. and prefixed to a volume of fermons compofed by 
our Antics : And the ate Dr. Wats mete fo @ ver: 
elegant tim epitaph to his memory, which was engravs 
pan his roca tent aa rg ? ind which the Doc- 
tor afterwards tranflated into Engi. 


Tranflation of Mr. Afatthew Clarida Epitaph. 
Sacrep ro Memory. 
In this Sepulchre Jies buried 
MATTHEW CLARKE, 
-A Son bearing the Name of 
his venerable Father, 
nor lefs venerable Himfelf. 


‘Train’d up from his ears 
tn (aired snd bumse LeoPning 5 


Very tkilful in the L; 3 
abi the Gift of Presching 
excellent, laborious and fuccefsful = 
In the Paftoral Office 
Faithful and vigilant : 
Among the Controverfies of Divines 
Moderate always and Racific : 
Ever ready for all the Duties of Piety : 
Among ‘Haibands, Brothers, Fathers, Friends, 
hbo had few Equals: 
And his Carriage toward lt. Mankind was 
eminently 
But what rich Stores of Grace did Jay behind 
‘The veil of Modefty, no haman Mind 
Can fearch, no Friend declare, nor Fame reveal, 
Nor has this mournful Marble Power to tell. 
‘Wet there’s a haft’ning Hour, it comes, it comes, 
‘To rouze the fleeping Dead, to burft the Tombs, 
And fet the Saint in view. All Eyes behold ; 
‘While the vait Records of the Skies unroll’s 
Rehearfe his Works, and { his Worth abroad 5 
‘The Judge approves, and Heav’n and Earth appiand. 
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Go, Traveller, and wherefoe’er 
‘Thy wand'ring Feet thal! refit 
In diftant Lands, Ear fhall hear 
His Name pronounc’d and bleft. 
He was born in Leiceferfbire in the Year 1664. 
He died at London, March 27, 1726, 
A Sixty-two Years, 
Mauch ved, and much lamented. 


COTTON MATHER, D.D. 


"THE life of this refpeGtable Man was publifhed by 
by his fon Samuel Mather, an abridgement of 
which has been given to the world by the late learned Dr. 
Tenningss with a recommendatory preface by Dr. Warts. 
jis would be a very confiderable encomium, if it ftood 
alone : But he had higher claims of regard, both as an in- 
defatigable paftor and a fervent chriftian, He was born at 
Bofton in New England, February 12, 1663. His father, 
Dr. Increafe Masher, and his grandfather, Mc. Richard 
Mather, were both eminent minifters of the gofpel in New 
England. And, by his mother’s fide, he was grandfon te 
Mr. Fobm Cotton, aman of piety and Jearning; after whom 
he was named Cotton. His progrefs in human literature 
was great and fpeedy ; but it was a much brighter part of 
his charater, that, like another young Timothy, he knew 
the cathy. ares fcom a pe He grew in wifdom and 
now! above mot earé, 28 ap} ‘a by his 
early hatred of fin, and the {olan tranfactions hia 
foul with GOD. He made remarks upon all authors in, 
the courfe of -his reading, by which means he was natu- 
rally led to ftudy them thoroughly, and to fix what he had 
fo Rudied upon his memory, which appears to have been 
firong and retentive. His marriages were thefe: The frit 
was with Mre, bi i Philips, daughter of colone! Philips 
of Charles-Town, ‘She was his confort till 1702, when 
died. His fecond marriage was in the year 1793, with 
Siow slocoméaty Lint ar ype iene, aghter 
re rk. ‘They li toget! in perfe@ har- 
mony for ten years, fhe dying Nevember 8, 2713. In his 
fifty-third year he married widow of Mr. George (a 
worthy qerchant) daughter ef the learned Mr. Seewel 
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Ze. With her the DoGor was blefied to the end of his 
life. He had in ail fifteen children, namely, nine by his 
firft wife, and fix by his fecond; but only two furvived 
him ; a daughter by the firft wife, and a fon by the fe- 
cond. His method was excellent in the education of his 
children ; but he labored moft to inftru& them in reli- 
ion: And it was his ufual way, to pray for each of them 
feparately and by name. He taid down fpecial rules for 
his own government in converfation, which he ftri@lly ad- 
hered to. He was fo careful to redeem hia time, that to 
ent the tedioufnels of vifita, he wrote over his ftudy 

loor in capital letters, ¢* Be fhort.” In his account of ons 
ear, it appeared thar he had preached feventy-two public 
lermons, befides many private ones ; that not a day had 
pafled without fome contrivance to do good, and in which 
fome part of his income had not been dealt out to cha- 
ritable and pious ufes; that, in that one reste he had 
compofed and publifhed fourteen books, and t fixty 
fafts, and twenty-two vigils. And yet, notwithftanding 
his amazing diligence in improving his time, hia Diary a- 
bounds with cenfures upon himfelf. For inftance, at the 
end of one year he writes, “* Time fo mifpent, as to render 
‘jt unfit to be called life.” Another year he calls, ‘* A year 
of forfeited life.” On the review of another year he fays, 
** Another year of my finning againft my precious Re- 


deemer. st my wnfruit! is!" Another year he 
calls, ** A year whiled away in fin and floth.” 
He to preach when he was about cighteen, and 


was chofen co-paftor with his father before he was quite 
twenty years old, This will appear to have been early, 
and perhaps yoo early. Certainly it can be no rule or 
thofe, who are not furnifhed with his uncommon attain- 
ments, It fhould be remembered, that, at this time, he 
was not only a mafter in the Latin, Greek, and Hibrew 
languages, but had gone through a courfe of other diffix 
cuit and various learning. In his nineteenth year, he pro- 
ceeded mafter of arts, and chofe for his thefis, “* The 
Divine Authority of the Hebrew Points,” which he took 
upon him todefend, though afterwards, we are told, upon 
maturer reflection, he faw fufficient reafon to change his 
$pinion upon that matter. It appears by fome palfages in 
his Diary, wrote about that time, how apprehenfive he was 
of danger from temptations to pride ; particularly by the 
following : ‘¢ ‘The apprehenfion of curfed pride (the fin 
of young minifters) working in my heart, filed me with 
inex Ne bitternefs and confufion before the Lord, ln 

my 
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my earl ith, when fome others of nr were play- 
Pit in theireet, Twas preaching to large affemblies + and 
I_was honored with t refpeét among the people of 
GOD, _1 feared (and ks be to GOD that he made me 
fear) icf fatan was hereby ing a faare and a pit for 
fach a novice. I therefore rebblvede that I would fet a- 
part a day to humble myfelf before GOD for the pride of 
my own heart, and to fupplicate hia grace to deliver me 
from that fin. And I faw reafon to fear, that] had been 
guilty of it more efpecially in thefe two refpeéte: Firit, 
3y applauding myfelf in my own thoughts ; as when I had 
either prayed or preached with enlargement, or anfwered 
a queftion readily and faitably : And, fecondly, by an ams 
bitious affectation of pre-eminence above what could rea- 
fonably belong to my age or worth. I endeavored there- 
fore to humble m fale with the following confiderations.” 
—Here followed feveral confiderations in his Diary upon 
the folly and finfulnefs of pride, for his own felf-mortifi- 
cation. He had rules for his condu& in the exercife of 
his miniftry, fuch as thefe: ‘¢ To exercife himfelf unto 
linefs.—To endeavor to fuffer injuries and abufes, and 
ury them in filence, rather than maintain a conteft with 
any man.—To endeavor to maintain a high opinion of the 
perfonal worth of the more valuable ae ona in his flock, 
and of the unfpeakable worth of the fouls of ail of them. 
—To pray for dire@tion in the choice of his text and 
fabje&t.—To confider the cafes and circumftances of his 
hearers, aa means of direction to the fabjeG&ts he fhould 
preach on.~-To have much of Cbrif? in his fermons.—To 
keep a lift of all che members of his church, and to go 
over it by parcels at a time in his fecret prayers.—To 
vific the families of bis flock for their edification, and to 
propofe fome edifying queftions to the younger branches 
of them from timero time. ‘¢ What, he inone paf+ 
fage, have I been doing fince I came into the world, about 
the great errand on which GOD fent me into it? And if 
GOD thould now call me out of the world, what would 
become of me throughout eternal ages? Have lover yet 
by faith carried a Perithing foal to the Lord Fefus for 
righteoufnefe and falvation 
etn the firft year of his miniftry he had reafon to believe 
he wag made the inftrament of pawertiog: at leaft thirty 
fouls. It was conftantly one of his firft thoughts in a 
morning, ‘* What good may I do to-day?” He refolved 
this A og ee queftion into many iculars, His queftion 
for Lord’ ‘s-day morning tly was, ** ‘What en 
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Ide asa paftor of 2 church, for the good of the flock 
tander my charge?” His queftion for Afonday morning 
was, « What I do for the good of my own fa- 
amily?” In which he confidered himfelf as a hufband, a 
father, and a mafier. For Tue/dey morning, ‘* What 
good thall I do for my relations abroad?” Sometimes he 
changed his Tuefday jnorning meditation for another, 
namely, ‘¢ What good fhall I do to my enemies? And 
how I overcome evil with good?” For it was his 
Jaudable ambition to be able to fay, ** He did not know 
of any perfon in the world, who had done him an 
ill office, but he had done him a good one for it.’ 
His queition for Wedwefday morning was, “ What thalt 
3 do for the charches of the Lord, and the more ge- 
neral interefts of religion in the world?” His queftion 
for Tourfdey morning was, « ‘What good may Ido in the 
feveral focleties to which I am related #” The queition for 
Friday morning was, ‘© What fpecial fubjeGis of afflic~ 
tion, and objeéts of compaffion, may I take under my 

separa! care? And what Sail 7 ead for kept wa —_ 

in Saturday morning gueftion, relating more immediate! 
whanau “ it more have f to do for the ime 
tereft of GOD in my own heart and life?” He was an 
iltuftrious imitator of bis glorious Pattern ; and the whole 
aim and labor of his life was to do good. is application, 
and the labors he went through, are almoft incredible. He 
writ and publithed three hundred and ighty-rwo books, 
seckoning eflays and fingle fermons ; everal of the 
books are of confiderable fize. Hehad the honor of an 
opiftelary correfpondence with feveral perfons of eminent 
character for piety and learning in other countries ; as the 
late lord chancellor Xixg, the reverend and celebrated 
Dr. Frank, profellor of divinity in the univerGty of Hall 
in Saxony, and many others. 

‘We fhall now proceed to farther inftances of the power 
ef religion in the heat of this excelent Perfon, He hath 
left the following memorial of his fecret tranfa&tions with 
GOD on one of his faft days: ‘* In the former part of 
this day I humbled myfelf before the Lord, with inexe 
preffible agony of foul, for all the filthinefs of my heart 
and life, Ta with tears bewail my finfulnefs; and I 
fabmitted myfelf to the fovereignry and to the righteouf~ 
nefs of GOD, which might uncontrolably make me & 
tveflel of difhonor, and a dreadfol monument of divine 
Gifpleafire. While I was in the midf of difconfolate rer 
SieGtions, the Spisit of the Lord caufed me to kehald the 
, : © obedience, 
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obedience, the facrifice, and the furetyfhip of my precious 
Redeemer, as provided by the Father for the relief of my 
diftrefles : And that good Spirit canfed me to rely upen ic. 
So that I faid with tears of joy before the Lord, —‘* Now 
I know that ali my debts are paid. My GOD will now 
make no demand of me, but that I love him, and praife 
him, and glorify my blefled Saviour for ever. I know it. 
I know it. And now I wilido fo forever. I can dono 
other.” Farther, he writes, <* The thoughts of Chri? 
are become exceeding uent with me. meditate on 
his glorious Perfon as the eternal Son of GOD incar- 
nate; and I behold the infinite GOD as coming to me, 
and meeting with me in this bleffed Mediator, I fly to 
him on multitudes of occafions every day, and am impa- 
tient if many minutes have pafled without fome recourfe 
to him. I ‘find that, where Csrif? comes, a wondrous 
light, life, and peace come with him, together with ftrength 
to go through fervices and fufferings. The holinefs and 
happinefe, to which I am introduced by this way of liv- 
ing, is better to me than all the enjoyments of this world, 
¢6-All the riches of this world appear contemptible things to 
me, while I have the unfea1 riches of Cari. In the 
perfon of Cériff my Saviour, 1 behold the infinite GOD 
affluming the mau Ye/us into fach an intimate and con- 
{cious union with himfelf, as to conftitute a glorious 
God-man, ora man who hath the fulnefs of the God- 
head dwelling perfonalty in him. That I may have m 
SJefus wot only doing forme, but alfo dwelling in me, anc 
enabling me perpetually to feed and live upon him; this 
willbe enough. I care not if | am Sipe of every thing 
elfe, if I may but enjoy this felicity. He is the fubftance, 
and allthe creatures are but fhadows of him. From hence 
I am wondroufly reconciled to my approaching death ; for I 
confider it as my going from creatures here, to him, in 
whom T fhall-find all that I leave, and infinitely more. 
When I now find any thing amiable or comfortable in any 
creatures, I commonly fly away, as it wero from them, 
to my Chrif, my Saviour; and I think how great is his 
goodnefa and his beauty. As for the delights of the 
world, I know of none comparable to thofe which I take 
in communion with my Saviour. As for the riches of 
this world, I ufe no lai for them. In my Saviour i 
have unfearchable riches ; and in my fruition of him I 
have a full fopply of all my wants. As for the ho- 
nors of this world: Ido nothing to in honors for my~ 
felf. “Fo be employed in the 











d's work, for the ad- 
+s yancement. 
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vancement of his kingdom, is al! the honor that I with 
for. I find che thoughts of my Saviour for ever fweetening 
the bitter waters of Mfarabto me. I find him the Com- 
forter that always relieves my foul, when I have him near to 
me, idare not let my mind be idle, as I walk in the 
ftreets. I rebuke myfelf, and make my moan to heaven, 
if I have goue many fteps without one thought of my Sa- 
viour. 

On another of his days of prayer and fafting, he writes, 
«Te was a day full of atonithing enjoymente; a day 
filled with refignation, fatisfaGlion, and heavenly aftonifh- 
ments, Heaven has, as it were, been opened to me this day, 
Never did I.fo long to die, and fly away to heaven, “I 
have {een and felt unatterable things. I have tafted that 
the Lord is gracious. Ican by no means relate the com- 
munications of heaven to which I have been admitted. I 
am now fure that the great GOD is my GOD; that I 
Rand before him in the righteoufnefs of Cbri#; that no 
good fhall be withheld from me; that GOD will ufe me 
to lorify him greatly; and that I fhall be an objeét for 
the everlafting triumphs of infinite grace. I was {carce 
able to bear the extakes of divine love into which I waz 
yaptared. They exhaufted my fpirits; they made me 
faint ; they were infupportable: J was forced to withdraw 
from them, left the raptures fhould make me fwoon away.” 
‘We omit feveral other things of note concerning this ex- 
cellent Man, and come to his fickneffes and he In 
one of his feafons of ficknefs he writes thus: ‘¢ When I 
‘was pouring out my foul in prayer to the Lord, I men~ 
tioned the further lengthening out of my life, that foT 
might enjoy and improve more opportunities of glorifying 
him in this world. And I humbly acknowledged before 
him two other objeétions which my flefh had made againft 
my dying; but which, through his grace, I had now fi- 
lexced and conquered. Fi iit, my flefh pleaded, thee 
earthly comforts were things too agreeable to be eafily for- 
faken. But my faith is fatisfied, that the delights of hea~ 
ven are fweeter than the comforts of earth; and, there- 
fore, I can freely leave all the entertainments of this evil 
work!, that I may be with Coif which is far better than 
them all, Secondly, My 4: pleaded, What will be- 
come of my offspring when Iam gone? But my faith is 
fatisfied, that GOD will be a Father to my fatherlefs chil- 
dren ; and that my Lord 7efus Chrif, whom I have ferved 
withonet feeking to gain worldly portions for my children 
by my miniftry, will be their Guardian, and Seip pee 
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faffer them to want any good thing. My mind bein; 
thus eafy on thefe two accounts, I am ready to die; and 
yet I befought the Lord, that he would pleate to fpare 
my life, that I might do him a little more fervice in his 
church upon earth, before | enter on his promifed reft.” 
While he was expeGting death, in a fit of ficknefs fome 
time before his laft, he expected it not only without ter- 
yor, but with full affurance of hope, ‘« Lord, faid he, 
thou art with me, and doft enable me to fing in the dark. 
valley of the fhadow of death. I perceive the figns of death 
‘upon me; and am I not affrighted? No, not atall. I 
will not fo difhonor my Saviour, as to be affrighted at an’ 
thing that can befaf me, while I am in his b! hands.’ 
‘To fome gentlemen who vifited him, he faid, «* I hope 
I fhall not be found a fool, though here I lie and fing,--~ 
Soul, take thine cafe ; thou baff goods laid up for many years 3 
yea, for endle(s ages: But they are another fort of goods 
than thofe, which this vain world puts off its idolatera 
with.” From the beginning of his laft Gicknefs, which 
was about fix weeks before he died, he had the fentence of 
death in himfelf, as sppeare by a note he fent to one of his 
phyficians; in which cold him, <* My laft enemy is 
come; I would fay, my beft friend.” hen one of his 
ple afked him, ‘whether he was defirous to die? he an- 
Peeve, *¢ I dare not fay that I am; nor yet, that am 
not.---I would be entirely refigned to GOD.” When, at 
another time, he was mentioning fome matters he had on 
the carpet, and which he would willingly have lived to 
finith, he checked himfelf for harboring any defire of life, 
and faid, ** But if the GOD of my life hath ordered 
otherwife, I defire to have no will of my own.” When 
the phyficians hinted to him, that his ficknefs was like to 
beunto death, he lifted up his hands and eyes to heaven, and 
faid, ‘© Thy will be done oncarth, as it is in heaven.” And 
a few hours before he died, he faid, <* Now I have no- 
thing more to do here: My will is entirely fwallowed up 
in the will of GOD.” To a young minifter, his ne- 
phew, he faid, «* My dear fon, 1blefs you. I with you 
all manner of bleflings. May yoube ftrong inthe grace, 
with which our Lor Fefus Ghrif wil farnith you, And 
may you be an inftrument of difplaying hie beanties and 
glories to others. Let it be your ambition to bring forth 
souch of that fruit, by which our heavenly Father is glo- 
rifled. May yon be fruitfal in good works, You have 
been intimately acquainted with my poor manner of liv- 
ing :- Follow whatever you bave {een in ict, that is 
oo *¢ agreeable 
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le to the patters ofa ious Cbriff.---My dear 

T do with all poffible affeétion recommend you to the 

Pleffing of our dear Lord Fefus Ghrift.---Take ‘my hand, 
wich my heart, full of ” 

‘Tohis own fon he faid, ** You havebeenadearand plea 
fant child to me, and i with you as many bleffings as you 
have done me fervices, which are very many. I with and 
pray, that the GOD of Abrabem, Taac and Yared may ba 
yours ; and that his blefling may reft upon you. J with, 
that as you have 4 profpect being ferviceable in the 
world, you may be confiderable and great ax the patriarchs 
were, by introducing (ehe farther knowledge and enjoy- 
ment of} Cbrift into the world. | The grace of our a 
FE ee ere ae COR re 
33, A. D. 1727-8, five, was graciou: 
plinied to favor his with an eafy difmifhon ont of Life, 
and with a {weet compofure of mind to the very lait :— 
Bleffings, which he had often and carneftly prayed for. . 

His Wonxs. He publithed (as we have obferved) in 
his life-time no fewer than 382 books. Many of thefe 
indeed are but fall, fuch as fingle Sermons, E! are te. 


but yet there are fome them of confiderable fize, 
win. “1. Afagnalia Chrifti icana. 2% The Chriftian 
Philofopher. 3. Ratio Difcis Fratram Nev-anglo~ 


vam. 4. DireGions for a idate to the Miniftry, 
§g- The Life of his Father, 6. Pfatterium Americanum. 
‘And he left behind him in MS. among other Books; 7. 
Biblia Americana, or, Uluftrations of the facred Scrip- 
tures :” This work was propofed to be printed in three 
JSalio volumes ; but, I believe, it has never appeared. 


SAMUEL HARVEY. 


R. Samuel He was born at Birmingham in 

Warwickfrire. vom the informations of them 
who knew him in his earlieft , there were manifeft 
indications of a very ferious fpirit almoft as foon as he 
ould fpeak. He told a worthy minifter, his dear and inti« 
wate friend, the reverend Mr. Broadbarft, of Birmingham, 
s¢ That as long as he could remember any thing, he re~ 
gmembered his being concerned for the falvation of his 
foul, and that he always preferred his books and his clofet 
to the diverfions of the childish age.” He was cursed 


HARVEY. age 


for the miniftry, and made a great improvement in all the 
ufual parts of fearning, and was critically fkilled in the 
Greek tongue. But efpecially applied himfelf to the 
ftudy of divinity, as more agreeable to the temper of his 
mind, and the ‘Scogn of his hfe. His inclinations to the 

iniftry were too firong te be diverted by any worldly 
views, ‘but ‘up with him from his infancy. ‘When 
his father feared left his ftature fhould render him def- 
picable, and be an obftru€tion to his acceptance in the 
world, he declared to a friend, as his deliberate fenfe, 
<« That he was willing to unde: any pains,“or any re- 
proach for the term of life, if he might be the inftrument. 
of faving one foul.” While he was in his fludies, he 
ufed to have fet meetings with a feleét number of 
fellow-pupils defigned for the miniftry, at their feveral 
chambers, for folemn prayer to GOD for a bleffing upon 
their labors. He {pent many hours, and fometimes parts 
of a day in prayer, not from a fuperftitious fear, or an 
impoted tafk, burt from the breathings of his foul to 
GOD, and from delightful commanion with him. 

His natural capacities were excellent. He had a found 
judgement, a quick apprebenfion, and a tenacious me= 
mory: s he read much, he retained what he read, and 
would give a furprifing account of the fermons he heard. 
He had a great juftnefs and compafs in his thoughts, a 
natural cake and propriety of expreffion, and a great mix- 
ture of gravity and livelinefs, when he was engaged in any 
fervice, both in countenance and fpeech. He delighted im 
religious converfation, and feldom cared to bear a part 
in any other, though he would be fometimes chearful too. 
Here he fhone, and appeared with great advantage, and 
‘was moft free and communicative. He had a great opi- 
nion of the good which might be done by it, when it 
turned upon ufeful and important fabjeés, and was ma- 
naged with difcretion, and with a feriousdefign. Perhaps 
he was led to this by the remarkable inftance which he told 
an intimate friend, ** That, when he was a fchool-boy, his 
converfation about religion had been the means of the 
converfion of one who became a minifter, which account, 
he faid, he received fome years after from the perfon him- 
felf." He kept a Diary for more than fixteen years toge- 
ther of the ftate of his foul, and the remarkable provi- 
dences of GOD, in which were contained many wife 
and judicious remarks, and the moft devout reflections 
and ejaculations, bewailing the diforders of his mind, im- 
ploring the divine aid, adoring the divine mercy, &. 
**Vor. IV. worthy 
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worthy minifter of his acquaintance, and who knew him 
from is routh, declared, ‘ that in the larter part of Mr. 
Harvey's life he confidered him as a chriftian fully grown, 
and arrived to the moft advanced fteps of the divine life, 
which are found among men on earth.’ 
As to his minifteriat charaéter, he was greatly furnifhed 
‘ond his years, and above the common meafure. His 
difcourfes were always upon the moft weighty and ferious 


fubje&ts, compofed with Judgement, ‘and difpofed 
in the beft order, delivered with a manly decency, and a 
becoming zeal, which attention, and gave de- 
light, and acquired him the great efteem of the ferious 
and judicious in all the tions in city and country 


wherever he came. He did not affect a vain oftentation 
of learning or wit, but chofe to appear ferious and con- 
cerned, as one who was jn od carnal bim(elf, and intent 
upon doing good to the fou! men. le great ap- 
prehenfions of the mediation of Cbrift, and the Standing 
influences of the divine Spirit, as the 6 grand Pecnliarities 
of the chriftian difpenfation, and feared that want of 
a due regard to them was one reafon of the Janguithing, 
one of religion among Far" re had great anxiety it He 
ice at Sudbury in Suffolk, for fometime together, at 
was defirous to know the will of GOD by carefully 
weighing the circumftances of things, and determined to 
follow it, whoever fhould be of another opinion from 
him. His friends generally apprehended him fit for London, 
where there is the greateft extent of fervice, and which is 
the great refource of ail reliefs to the country, and that 
the work at Sudbury would be too great for his ftrength, 
The uncommon value and affection of the people at 


Sudlury for him, and the fiona he entertained of 
reater wfefulnets in a Telation among a conli- 
Serable number of ferious perfons, determined him for 


fettting there. When he was admonifhed by an elder mi- 
nifter of the weaknefs of his conftitution, he faid, «« He 
was willing to venture his life in the fervice of GOD, 
wherever he fhould call him ; that his work was a good 
work 5 that he ferved a good Mafter, and that he was not 
folicitous about the event.” His ficknefs was a flow 
fever, which proved fatal, through the weaknefs of his 
conftitution, before it was 3 He 
ventured abroad, while the forder hung upon 
him, and much exhaufted his fpirits in a converfation with 
fome younger perfons, who greatly valued his miniftry. 
‘When his fool's were packed up for his removal, he faid 

to 
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te a friend at the beginning of his ficknefe, ** Perhaps I 
have a longer journey te go than to Sudbury ;” and fo it 
proved, for he died the day before he dafigned his joarmey 
thither 3 viz. pril, 17, 1729, agedthirty. The Sow ad 
ance of his diftemper at firft, which gave no apprehen- 
fions to thofe about him, and the fadden turn of it after- 
wards, prevented any expreffions of his mind about his 
death. He was often heard to the laft night, and 
fometimes in Latin, as fuppofed forthe greater freedom of 
his thoughts, and that he might not be underftood by thofe 
who attended. ‘ This was the chriftian, this the Mi- 
nifter (fays De. Harris, at the clofe of his funeral fermon 
for him, whence thefe memoirs of Mr. Harvey have been 
collected) whofe converfation and labors we enjoyed for 
almoft feven years. Idoubt not many found that bencfit 
by them, which will never be forgotten, I am fure, we 
have all a great account to give of their improvement. 
GOD erant, that our profiting by the ficknefs and death, 
aa well as by the life and labors, of his faithfu! fervants, 
may appear to all men!” 


JOHN EVANS, DD. 


OHN EVANS was born at Wrexbam in Derbyfbire, 
and defcended from a race of minifters for four gene- 
rations, and, excepting one interruption, quite up to the 
eformation. “His father was ejected for his noncenfor- 
mity at Ofwef in Shropfhire, in 1662. He had his edu- 
cation Grit under Mr. Phomar Row of Louden; and after 
wards under Mr. Richard Frankland at Rathmill in York/hires 
He enjoyed great advantages under both, and made great 
proficiency in all pacts of literature. His firft fettlement 
an life waa in the family of Mrs. Hunt of Borcatton in 
Shropfbire, who was Telik of Rowland Hunt, efq. and filter 
of lord Paget. He was treated with the kindnefs and re- 
Spee of a fon by that excellent lady, and by all the 
family ; which he always fpoke of with a fingular pleafure 
and honor. Here he enjoyed the great felicity of an 
agreeable retirement in a religious family, and pleafant 
country, with all the conveniences for ftudy and devotion. 
While he was in this family, he began to preach, before 
he was quite twenty. After fome time, he was called to 
hia father’s congregation a Wrexbam; but upon their t = 
: 2 


a4 EVANS. 


fafal to join with the other congregation in the town, which 
‘became vacant, they defired he would rather fettle in the 
other congregation, than leave the town. Here he was or= 
damned by Mr. Talents of Shrewfbury, Mr. James Owen of 
Ofwefry, Mr. AM. Henry of Chefter, and Dr. Benyon 5 and 
lived feveral years with grest acceptance and efteem. He 
‘was oncs obliged to difpute the point of water-baptifm 
with one of the people called quakera, before a feleét number 
of friends, whom he baffled by the many inftances of thofe 
converted to chriftianity in the és, and even after their 
receiving the Holy Ghoft. 

After fome time he received an invitation to fettle at 
Dublin, but Dr. Williams, who, though he was not fatif- 
fied to remove him from Wrexbam, which was his own 
native town, yet rather than fet him leave the kingdom, 
prevented that defign, by. fending. for him to Lendon, 
where he was fe years his affiftant; and afterwards, 
at his own defire, joint 'y and fucceeded him at his 
death, They lived together in the greateft mutual affec- 
tion and efteem, notwithftanding the difparity of years, 
and. different fentiments in fome particular matters, which 
they fometimes debated with great freedom, and without 
any offence. He fpent a whole week in a folemn retire- 
ment, and in extraordinary exercifes of devotion, when 
he firft took the whole charge of this congrega: 
tion; where he {pent the principal part of his life and 
labors, and which he always reckoned, with great thank- 
fulnefs and pleafure, was fober, judicious, and peaceable : 
‘And GOD owned his miniftry and endeavors many ways 
to the good of many, younger and elder, and in fome in+ 
tances very fingular and remarkable. He was feveral 

ears concerned in the * Lord’s-day evening leéture at 
Moher s Halle and was chofen one of the fix preachere at 
the ‘ merchants le€ture’ in that place, in the room of 
Mr. Jeremiah Smith. He publifhed many fermons upon 
‘various occafions; and was once engaged in a contro- 
verfial writing with a late learned perfon, concerning 
¢ The importance of fcripture confequences,’ which was 
generally allowed to be done in 2 mafterly and. chriftian 
‘way, with great clearnefs and judgement, and with great 
fobriety and decency. He had formed a defign many 
Zest ago of writing «A Hiftory. of ‘Nonconformity; 
from the beginning of the Reformation to the times of the 
civil war; and to trace it from its firft rife and {pring, 
through the feveral fieps, and gradual progrefs of it. 
He had made 2 vaft preparation of materials from all 
quarters, with induftry, and expence, for feveral years i 
. an 
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and had aififtance from feveral gentlemen, who were skilful 
in that affair, and approved the defign. He began to 
tranfcribe it fome years before he died, and left fairly 
written about a third part of one of the two folios he de- 
But his conftant employment in the miniferial 
work in a large congregation, the great variety of public 
affairs which paffed through his hands, the early decays 
conftitution, and various troubles in his own af~ 
fairs, prevented that clofe application which the nature of 
the work required, in the later years of his life: So that 
this work was left unfinifhed. His chara¢ter was re+ 
markable for many excellent endowments. He had a 
t folidity of judgement, and uncommon capacity in 
iftinguithing the Niderences, and difcerning the true Kare 
oF a matter. His vivacity and quicknefe, joined with 
great judgement, made a very rare and uncommon mix- 
tare: He had the folidity of cooler and flower minds, and 
the life,sand quicknefs of thofe of the warmeft imagina- 
tion. His induftry and diligence were indefatigable: He 
could bear hard ftudy, and go through a great variety of 
bufinefs with eafe and difpatch: He was peculiarly made 
for the a¢tive ife, and waa not cafily tired or difcour: 
by the difficulties of an attempt. His prudence was often 
feen in condu@ing a diffcult affair, or managing a debate 
of confequence; in forefecing probable difficulties, and 
finding out proper expedients, in which he was often 
fingularly happy. His principles in religion were fober 
and moderate, without any zeal for ufelefs fpeculations, or 
running into any extreme: He much attended to what 
waa profitable, The bible was his religion and rule, 
and his great encouragement and fupport in all bis trials 
and coniligts, living and dying, He was thoroughly or 
thodox, and perfectly catholic ; difpofed to think well of 
and to honor thofe who differed from him, if upright and 
defesving, of the feveral denominations among us. He 
knew no difference in his affection and efteem between 
one good man and another, but what the different degrees 
of had made. i 
is laft fieknefs was a complication of diftempers, which 
ually broke his conftitution, thovgh it feemed built 
a longer ftanding ; and became grievous to him, not 
only as a confinement from aétive fervice, which he moft 
dreaded ; but as it was fometimes very painful and dif- 
trefing, He was proferved however in fteadinefs and 
compofure of mind through a long exercife of faith and 
patience, with fubmiffion = the divine will, and was ready 
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te wait oe Eo spin belied GoD Should sgitet ear ta 
lingering ilinefs gave ¢ nit’ pping fever: 
things inBragtive and ang. % had the featence of 
death in himfe}f a confiderable time, and rejoiced in the 
views of eternity. He would fometimes check himfelf in 
the midi of eaquiite ‘in, ¢¢ I muft not complain; GOD 
Js good; and the wil of the Lord be done.” He once 
Gald, ** Ti {cannot affirm, in the great expreffion, 
worthy an apoltle, of a lace venerable minifter among us, 
{the pious Mr. Lorimore,) a little before his death, ‘* I 
have no more doubt of my acceptance with GOD, than I 
bave of my own exiftence; yet I have hope through 
grace, ‘and fach as Lam perfuaded will never make me 
afhamed.” ‘Though he was fenfible of many failings, be 
faid, ‘* Yet he could ap to GOD, that be had walked 
before him in integrity.” And added, with much earneft- 
nefs and tears, * I have reafon of thankfulnefe for a3 
early fenfe of religion and dedication to GOD; I have en- 
deavored to order the main part of life as before him; and 
eve: defired to be faithful in the minifiry: I am confcious 
of many failings in public and in private life; but I can 
reft upon the gofpel covenant for mercy : I am fully a: 
foaded of its trath, and defire no other falvation.” © Subs 
joining at another time, ** Idie in the faith and hope of 
the gofpel 1 have preachet, and now find great comfort in 
it.” hen in acute pain, thus he fpoke: ‘* The forma+ 
lity and ceremony of taking down this tabernacle by der 
ree, is irkfome and grievous : How much better were 
it, if it pleafed GOD, that it might tumble at once! But 
the will of GOD be done.” When he looked upan his 
arms {wollen with diftentper, and deformed by difeafe, he 
would often cry with pleafure, “ This coiruprible hall 
put on incorruption. O glorious hope!” And when in 
reat pain of body, would exclaim, ** Bleed be GON 

r the peace of my mind.” 

He told a particular friend who vifited him, * That he 
was obliged to thofe who expreffed fo great a concern for 
his life, but it was not fo much as his own defire:” Ad- 
ding. * If I might be continued, however, for farther 
ufefulnefs in the charch of Chrif, 1 fhall be glad to live 5 
but if not, *tis my earneft defire to finith at pretent He 
fpent whols nights in prayer to GOD, wi he could 
not feep, for himfelf, his family, hie friends, and the 
church of GOD; for this was the proper breath of his 
foul. pon occafion of the hours of prayer among many 
on his account, he faid, « I heartily with that my afflic- 
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ion may be the means of reviving the fpirit of prayer ; T 
fall not think much of any thing 1 endure, provided it 
have that effe@.” Some days before his death, he began, 
with a trembling hand, to write fome hints of meditation 
for the ufe of hirmfelf and his friends: The infcription 
whereof was, «* What I am asa creature; asa reafonable 
creature; asa finfal creature ; as a redeemed creature; as 
a creature in a ftate of trial for eternity; as a tociable 
creature, and related to other beings about me.” ‘the 
laft thing remarkable, while he was fenfible, and fome of 
the Jaft words he was heard to fay, were, lifting up his 
hands, and crying out, * Allis well; Ail is well ;” and 
finifhed his courfe with joy, in the srt year of his age, 
May 16, 1730. Dr. Evans was of an uncommonly tall 
ftature, yet not a lnfty man. ‘There was fomething very 
pleating, folemn, and commanding in his countenance, 

l married a lady of family, and had a daughter fuppofed 
to bea confiderable fortune ; but it proved otherwife, and 
at his death there was a very ¢ provifion made for 
bis wife and daughter by the congregation, out of the very 
great refpe& they had to his memory as an accomplifhed 
preacher and a moft excellent Man, It was not knowa, till 
after his deceafe, that he had been tempted to make private. 
thipwreck of his large fortune in the fatal South-Sea year, 
fo dettru€tive to multitudes of others as well as to ‘him. 
The weight of which fecret lay on his mind, and was, in 
fome meafure, productive (fo one of his intimates thought) 
of his ow but certaindeath., He was buried with great 
folemnity in Dr, Williams's vault, in Bunbill-Fields.—Dr. 
#larris {poke the funeral oration over the grave, and 
preached his funeral fermon, 

His Works, Many Sermons, publifhed at various 
times, upon public private occafions, from the year 
1704 to 1727. A volume of Sermons for young perfons, 
1725. ‘T'wo volames of pragtical Difcourfes, concerning 
the chriftian temper. Two Letrers to Mr. Cumming, 
apon Scripture-confequences. 


Eo 


JAMES SAURIN. 


AURIN’s father was an eminent lawyer at Nifines, 

in France, and being a proteftant, was obliged to fy 
with his family, and with thoufands of his reformed coun- 
trymen. 
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trymen, upon the fhameful, impolitic and perfidious re~ 
vocation of the edict of Nante. He Settled at Geneva. 
He had four fons, whom he trained up in learning, and 
‘who were all fo remarkably eloquent, that eloquence was 
faid to be hereditary in the family. Our Author was born 
at Nifmes in 1677; and, though after his exile with his 
father at Geneva, he had made confiderable advances in 
letters, he abandoned them all for a feafon, that he might 
follow arms. In 1694, when he was but feventeen, he 
made a campaign as a cadet in lord Galigwoy's company, 
and, in the next year, obtained 4 pair of colors from his 
commander: But, upon the figning the peace between 
France and Savoy, he quitted a lift, for which he was 
never defigned, and applied himfelf to phitofophy and di- 
vinity under thore great mafters, Turretin, Tronchiny 
Piétet, Choust, and other very learned men, with whom 
Geneva at that time was crouded, fome as natives, and 
more as refugees from other parts of the world. ‘The 
fommary however of this valuable Perfon’s life has been 
fo ably drawn by the mafterly pen of the Tranflator of his 
fermons into Engii/é, that, we hope, he will excufe the 
liberty we take, in obhging our Readers with an extract 
from the memoirs, which he has prefixed to thofe dif- 
courfes, 

« Under thefe great mafters [ viz. thofe above-mentioned. 
Sourin became a tudent, and particularly applied hunfelf 
to divinity, as he now began (1696,) to think of devoting 
himfelf to the miniftry. “To dedicate one’s ielf to the 
miniftry ina wealthy, Hotifhing church, where rich bene- 
fices are every day becoming vacant, requires very little 
virtue, and fumetimes only a ftrong propenfity to vice: 
but tu choof to be a minifer in tuch a poor, hanifhed, 
yertecuted church aathat of the French proteftants, argues 
« noble contempt of the world, and a fupreme love to 
GOD, and to tie fouls of men, “Thefe are the beft teiti- 
mon als, how yer, of a young minifier, whofe profeffion 
4, not to cnni, but tu fave bimfelf, and them who hear 
Jumet Pitas ive 1). Inigo, after Mr. Seurin bad tinifhed 
his fludies, be» ited Hi.dand, aud England. Inthe firft he 
made a very fliv.t But in the Inf he fiaycd atmoft 
Ave yeats, and pret With great acceptance among his 
fellow eciles in Lawdia. Of le perfon an idea muy be 
formed he wnneve d couperen ie, wh ~ faid to be a 
sgreat I » and tur wiich I am indubted to my inge- 
aneus fh UNe. Ty vans Holo... 283 2m to his amia’le 
fuether Mr. Je! Hizey, for fowral antcdates of 
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Saurin. His drefs was that of the French clergy, the- 
gown and cafloc. His addrefs was perfe@tly genteel, x 
happy compound of the affable and the grave, at an equal 
diftance from rufticity and foppery. His voice was ftrong, 
clear, and harmonious, and he never loft the manage- 
ment of it. His ftile was pure, unaffected, and eloquent, 
fometimes plain, and fometimes flowery : but neve: im- 
proper, as it was always adapted to the audience, for 
whofe fake he fpoke. An Jtalian acquaintance of mine, 
who often heard him at the Hague, tells me, that in the 
introduétions of his fermons he ufed to deliver himfelf in 
a tone modeft and low ; in the body of the fermon, which 
was adapted to the underftanding, he was plain, clear, and 
argumentative, paufing at the clofe of each period, that 
he might difcover, by the countenances and motions of 
his hearers, whether they were convinced by his reafon- 
ing; in his addreffes to the wicked, (and it is a folly to 
preach as if there were none in our affemblies. fe 
Saurin knew mankind too well.) he was often fonorous, 
but oftener a weeping fuppliant at their feet. In the one 
he fuftained the authoritative dignity of his office, in the 
other he exprefled his Mafter’s and his own benevolence 
to bad men, praying them in Chriff's flead to be reconciled to 
GOD. 2 Cor. vy. 20. In ral, adds my friend, his 
preaching refernbicd a plentiful fhower of dew, foftly and 
imperceptibly snGhanting ittelt into the minds of his nu- 
merous hearers, as the into the pores of plants, till 
the whole church was diffolved, and all in tears under his 
fermons. His doétrine was that of the French proteftants, 
which, at that time, was moderate calvinifm. He ap- 
proved of the difcipline of his own churches, which was 
prefbyterian. He was an admirable fcholar, and, which 
were his higheft encomiams, he had an unconquerable 
averfion to fin, a fapreme love to GOD, and to the fouls 
of men, anda holy, unblemifhed life. Certainly he had 
fome faults: but, az 1 have never heard of any, I can 
publifh none. 

During his ftay in England in 1703, be married a Mife 
Catherine Boynton, by w he had'afon, named Philip, 
who furvived him ; bot whether he had any more chil- 
dren, [know not. Two years after his marriage he re- 
turned to Helland, where he had a mind to fettle: but, 
the paftoral offices being all full, and meeting with no 
profpect of a fettlement, thot his preaching was re~ 
ceived with univerfal applaufe, he was preparing to return 
to Eagland, whena chaplainfhip to fome of the hobility ot 
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the Hagxe, with a ftipend, was offered to him. ‘This 
fituation exaétly fuited his wifhes, and he accepted the 
place in 1705. “The Hague, it is faid, is the fi village 
im Enrope. Ic is the refidence of the States General, of 
ambaffadors, and envoys, from other courts, of a great 
namber of nobility, and gentry, and of a multitude of 
French refugees. ‘The princes of Orange have a fpacious 
palace here, and the chapel of the palace was given to the 
yefagees for a place of public worthip, and, it being too 
fmall to contain them, it was enlarged by above half. 
This French church called him to be one of their paftors. 
Be accepted the call, and continued in his office till his 
death, He was conftantly attended by a very crowded au- 
dience, was heard with the utmoft attention and pleafure, 
and, what few minifters can fay, the effects of his mi- 
nifterial labors were {een in the holy lives of great numbers 
‘of his people. 
When the princefs of Wales, afterwards queen Caroline, 
pares through Holland, in her way to England, Mr. Saurin 
ad the honor of paying his refpects to that illuftrious 
lady. Her royal highnels was pleafed to fingle him out 
from the reft of the clergy, who were prefent, and to fay to 
him, ¢ Do not imagine that, being dazzled with the glor 
which this revolutiun feems to promife me, 1 haye lo! 
fight of that GO}, from whom it proceeds, He hath 
beun pleated to diftinguifh it with fo many extraordiaar, 
marks, that 1 cannot miflake his divine band; and, as 
eontider this long train of favois as immediately coming 
from him, to him alone I confecrste them.’ It is not afto~ 
nifhing, if Sawrin ipeake of this condefcenfion with rap- 
ture, They are tho hind and chriftian actions of the go- 
vernors of a free people, aud not the haughty airs of 4 
French tyrant, infuiting his faves, that attach and inflame 
the hearts of mankind. ‘ihe hiftery of this illufirious 
chriftian queen is not written in blood, and therefore it ig 
always read with tears of gratefal joy. Her royal high- 
nefs was fo well Catisficd with Mr. Saurin's merit, that foon 
atte: her arrival in Exgiaud, the ordered Dr, Boulter, wha 
was preceptor to prince Frederic, the father of his prefent 
majefty, to write to Saurin, to draw up a treatife on the 
eilucation of princes. Sanrin immediately obeyed the 
order, and prefixed a dedication to the young princes. 
"The book was never printed: but, as it obtained the ap- 
probation of the princeis of /Fa/es, who was an incom- 
parable judge, we may conciude that it was excellent in its 
hind. ‘This was followed by a bandfome prefent from the 
princefs 
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prineefs to the author. His moft confiderable work was 
entitled, ‘* Difcourfes hiftorical, critical and_moral, on 
the moft memorable events of the Old and New Tefta- 
ment.” This work was undertaken by the defire of a 
Duteb morahant, who expended an immenfe fum in the 
engraving of a multitude of copper-plates, which adorn 
the work. It confifts of fix feo volumes. Mr. Saurim 
died before the third was finifhed: but Mr. Rogucs finifbed 
the third, and added a fourth on the Old Teltament; and 
Mr. de Beaufobre fabjoined ewo on the New Teftament. 
‘The whole 1s replete with very extenfive learning, and 
well worth the careful perufal of ftudents in divinity. The 
firft of thefe was tranflated into Engli/h by Chamberlayne, 
foon after its firft publication in French. 

His “« Differtation on the expediency of fometimes dif- 
guifitg the truth,” raifed a farious clamor againft our Au- 
thor. He does not decide the © quettion : but he feems to 
take the affirmative, “This produced a paper war, and his 
antagonifts unjuftly cenfured his morals. The mildnefs 
of his difpofition rendered him a defirable opponent, for 
though he was fure to conquer, yet he fubdued his adver- 
fary io handiomely, that the captive was the better for his 
defeat, But others dia not controvert with fo much 
temper. Some wrote againft him, others for him, At 
Jongth the fynod decided the ditpute in his favor. He 
publithed a fmall, but valuable piece on ‘+ The ftate of 
chriftianity in France.” It treats of many important points 
of religion, in controverfy between the catholics and 
proteftants. There are twelve volumes of his fermons. 
Some are dedicated to his majefty George II, and the king 
was pleafed to allow him a handfome penfion. Some to 
her majefty Q. Caroline, while the was princefs of Wales. 
One to count Waffanaer, a Dutch nobleman. Two were 
dedicated to her majefty, after his deceafe, by his fon. 
Profeflor Dumont, and Mr. Huffan, to whom Mr. Saurin 
left his manufcripts, publifhed the reft, and one volume 
js dedicated to the countefs dowager of Aléemark. The 
Englifb fem therefore to have a right to the labors of this 
great Man. Mr. Saurin died at the Hague on December 
39 1730, moft fincerely regretted by all his acquaint- 
ances, ‘as well as by bis church, who loft in him atraty 
primitive chriftian minifter, who fpent his lite, in watch~ 
ang over his flock, as one who knew that he muft give an 
accopnt, 
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HIS pious Man was profeffor of ethics and minifter 
of the orphan-houfe at Zuric in Swifferland; born 
in the year 1683, and died the asthof May 11g! Anil 
habit of body, contraéted by a fedentary life, and the 
overftraining of his voice in Prgsching, difabled him from 
public'work for two years he died: But, during 
that interval, he not only publifhed many excellent books, 
but alfo prepared himfelf and waited for his great change 
with fach a degree of faith, hope, and refignation, a3 can~ 
not fail of being exceedingly edifying to all who regard the 
dying words of the children of Gép. The laft fermon 
he preached was from Feb xix. 25. J know that my Redeemer 
liveth ; which he printed at the defire of feveral friends 3 
and after Ggning his name, adds, ‘¢ Whofe motto ma’ 
be, ss dying, and bebold we live; as cha/tifid, and not Rilled’s 
as forrowful, yet akway: rejoicing.” 1n the preface to fome 
difcourfes, which he dated from his fick-bed a few months 
before he died, he declares, ‘¢ That eternity had {wal- 
lowed up moft of his thoughts and defires; that like unto 
Neab’s dove, he could find no reft in any created..thing 3 
and therefore he baftens toward the ark, wifhing to be dif- 
folved, and to be with Chri; but » if fo it pleafed 
GOD, to continue fill longer in this valley of tears, and 
fo long to follow the lamb to Goelgetha, tilthe may be ad- 
mitted into Zion and Jerufaleme My Fefus, Lith he, 
though ‘he cried but afew moments agi, My GOD, m 
GOD, why haft thou forfaken me? yet triumphs a little 
after, It is fint/bed, and bowed bis head ; fo will! it alfo be 
faid of me at lait, +* ‘This i¢ onethat is come out of great 
tribulations 2” And concluded, «¢ Well, Lord Fefus/ if 
thou wilt not come now, come at aft quickly ! Lord 
Fefus 1 come, and let thy fervant depart in peace.” 

Being defired, agreeable to an anaual cuftom, to invite 
the learned of the academy to a due folemnizing of the 
‘sommemoration of the fir Pentecoft of the New Tefta- 
ment, this he did in a beautiful Latin oration, (choofin; 
for his fubject Supbes looking ftedfaftly to heaven, an 
fecing Jefus at the right hand of GOD,) although fo 
weak that he could not read it in public himéfelf. ere, 
after a lively and engaging explication of the paflage - 
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. 
the 44s, he proved, by a variety of inftances, the truth 
of this comfortable ‘ine, 6 tt the Lord fometimes 
rants to his children in their laft hours 2 moflt delightful 
Sate and expeétation of that blifs, te which after death 
they enter; and permits them, in fall affurance of faith, 
to have a foretafte of the glories of the better world.” To 
this, having produced a great cloud of witneffes, he ex~ 
horted his hearers moft fervently, fo to live, that fo they 
might die; and at laft gave, as it were, his own dying 
words; which fufficiently evince him one of thofe who 
have hopein death. ‘* But whether,” faid he, “« does the 
Sweetnefs of thefe things lead me ? ‘Fraly, a dying chrif- 
tian asI am, can never bear too much of dying; 1, who 
can hardly fetch my breath, and am doubtful, whether I 
muft reckon myfelf among the dead, or among the living. 
It is this confideration that filled my fails, and carried me 
fo far from the fhore. But that f may free you from 
tedious hearing, 1 withdraw, and turn myfelf laftly in 2 
feeble voice to thee, O fweet Fefus/ In thy name’ ] be- 
gun, and in thy name 1 finith; all glory be unto thee 
alone! Many things have I to afk of thee, but I will 
do it on my fick bed, and with full freedom in my clofet. 
This only} pray, I may not be refufed. If I can be of 
any ufe to thy church, O reftore me! if not, O free me 
from this world, which to me is far better ! Thou knoweft 
T do not fhun death 5 1 with and wait for it with open 
arma. MethinksI die, becaufe I cannot die of that death 
which will open unto me the gates of life. Let him be 
afraid of death, who is unwilling to go to Céri/i, and who 
has no hope of reigning with Chrif'; but, my Jefus, this I 
do not only hope, but though I'am over and over death 
and hell deferving, yet I am firmly affured of it; why 
then fhould I be afraid of death ? why not rather long for 
inB | Chest is my life, and to die is my exceeding great 
gain.--Yea, Lovd, ler me now die, that I may fee thee. 
«¢ How many thoufand withes I fend for thee? O Jefus? 
when wilt thou fatisfy my foul ?—But what do I fay? Be- 
hold I fee, even now, heaven 2 and the Son of Man 
at the right hand of GOD ; but I {ee it through the lattice, 
and only asin a glafs. I fee it, but not near. O that f 
might foon fee it face to face!” O that 1 might foon kifs 
him as prefent, and be fatisfied, O Fe/us/ with the bleflings 
of thy temple, thy holy fanétuary! O grant, that I 
may {oon come out of the tribulation, wherein I have re- 
Gifted unto blood, appear before thee in a white robe with 
palms in my hand, and, with the whole innumerable 
“ company 
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company of thine, fing cternal praifes to thee. Grant, 
my Jefus/ that, like thee, I may foon get from thecrofs 
to the crown, from thornsto rofes, from danger to fecu- 
rity, from tribulation to refrefhing, from labor to reft, 
from contempt to honor, from fighting to victory, from 
ftriving to triumphing, from fuffering to glory, from hope 
tothe thing hoped for, from believing to enjoying, from 
death to life ; and when I get there, | wil! break out ina 
triamph.—It is finifhed; I fee what I fought ; Ehave what 
I longed for!—My Jefus / I am fick for love; my heart 
burns after thee. Bekola I fee the heavens open ; and not. 
only fo, but open to receive me; I fee my as face to. 
face, and my foul is made whole.”——-In this frame of 
foul he expired. 
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THOMAS BOSTON, 
Late MINISTER of the Gofpel at ETTRICK. 


R. Thomas Bofton was defcended from a family in 

the thire of 4ir; but his father having removed to 

the Afer/e, in the fouth of Scotland, fettled at Dunfe, famous 
for a caftle antiently built there; and in that town his 
fon Thomas was born, March 17, 1676. Mr. Bofton made 
great progrefs in learning ; and he foon difcov: fo much 
fweetnefe of temper, fuch fluency of fpeech, delivered 
with fo much gravity mixed with ferioufnefs, that many 
perfons of confiderable rank ufed to love his company be- 
fore he was ten years of age. At that time the eflablifhed 
religion in Scot/and was the epifcopal ; but the worthip in 
general that of the prefbyterians, ‘The father of Mr. 
offen was in fentiment a prefbyterian ; but did not ap- 
prove of fome things done by thofe people, efpecially their 
taking up arms in 1679, after the murder of the archhifhop 
of St. dadrew’s. It was therefore his practice to go to the 
eftablithed church, and take his fon along with him ; 
which he did till 1687, when K. Fames publifhed his de- 
claration for liberty of confcience, and then they went to 
the prefbyterian meetings. Mr. Beffon, though no more 
than eleven years of age at that time, bad neverthelefs 
made fuch progrefe in Latin, that he had read over feveral 
of the clafics; and in 1688, the memorable year of the 
Revolution, his father fent him to the Grammar-fchool at 
Roxburgh. 
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Roxburgh. In 1690, the prefbyterian profeffion havin; 
been eftablifhed by Saer in Scotland, feveral things point 
out the utility of Mr. So/fon’s dedicating hirfelf to the 
fervice of Ch: in the work of the iftry. There 
were but few minifters of the prefbyterian perfuafion, the: 
having been perfeeuted near twenty-eight years ;_ and fuc! 
of the epifcopalians, as remained in their churches, were 
not much efteemed by their people, except in the northern. 
counties, where that perfuafion for the moft part pre- 
vailed. "To this may be added, that Mr. Bofforn, though 
at that time no more than fourteen years of age, had ac- 
quired a great knowledge of Latin and Greek, and was be- 
inning Yogic. "He fays, in his Diary, that he remem- 
Berea every material paflage in the Roman hiftorians; 
which was of great fervice to him afterwards. In 1693, 
he waa fent to the univerfity of Edinburgh, where he ftudied 
divinity under Mr. Campbell, a gentleman who bad fuftered 
much during the troubles of the prefbyterians, and 
who, after the revolution, educated more young minifters 
than any one man in Scotland had ever done before. Under 
this infiru€tor, Mr. Boflon made fuch progrefa, that, before 
he was twenty years of age, he was advifed to put himfelf 
on trial for the miniftry. The confideration of this funk 
deep into his mind, and induced him to afk ftrength of that 
GOD who alone can give 
It ie 2 maxim in the church of Scotland, that there fhould 
not bea fhepherd without a flock; and therefore a perfon. 
cannot be ordained to the miniftry until a living is provid- 
ed forhim. ‘Therefore when a young man has completed 
his ftudies, he is examined by the prefbytery to which he 
hel ia and receives a licence to preach; but cannot ad- 
minifter the facraments till he procures a church. In this 
manner Mr. Boffon was licenfed to preach, by the prefby- 
tery of Roxburgh, 1697, and for fome time affifted in va- 
cant churches, Having contracted a friendthip with feve- 
ral worthy perfons in the counties of Perth and Stis ling, he 
went thither, and preached upwards of a whole year to 
crouded congregations, who had not yet procured minif- 
tera, In that part of Scotland, lie might have had his 
choice of feveral parifhes; but as many of the principal 
gentry were epifcopalians, and their minifters alive, he did 
not choofe to fettle where there was likely to be conten- 
tion, Accordingly he returned to his place of nativity = 
and was ordained minifter of Shrimpion, a {mall village near 
the borders of England. In 1700 he married a young gen- 
tlewoman, whom he bad courted while he was in Perth- 
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Spire; and, being thus fettled, be thought of nothing fo 
‘mach as the precious fouls committed to his cherge. In 
preaching, adminiftering the facraments, catechizing the 
children, and vifiting his people from houfe to boule, he 
became, like the apoftle, afl things to all men, that he 
might fave fome. In 1705 he was removed to the parith 
church of Esrick, where he continued in the courfe of his 
miniftry till Atay 20, 1732, when he left this world for a 
a better, in the ¢7th year of his age. 
His Worxs are numerous; but two pieces only were 
ublifhed in his life-time, viz. Human Nature in its Four- 
Id State; one of the belt fyftems of practical divinity 
ever yet written: For, as Mr. Hervey fays, it contains 
what man was when he came from the hands of his Maker, 
what he bath made himfelf by fin, what he may be by 
fovereign grace, and then what he will be in glo + The 
other piece is a learned treatife on the Hebrew Pundttuation, 
written in Latin, and much efteemed both at home and 
abroad for its ingenuity. His pofthumous_ works are alfo 
numerous, but fome of them did not receive his laft cor- 
rections. The reverend Mr. Davidfon of Braintree,whofe 
and faithfulnefa in the work of the miniftry command 
refpect of thofe who have the bappinets to know him, 
has given fome exemplary inftances of Mr. Bofton’s piety» 
with whom he was perfonally acquainted, in a preface to 
his pofthumous fermons. fe fays, that ¢ The acquaint- 
ance J had with bim, and the frequent opportunities | had 
of hearing him preach, 1 look upon as one of the greateft 
Privileges 1 was favored with in my early days, and which 
ftill refle& on withgreat pleafure. He was indeed one of 
the moft powerful preachers of the gofpel I ever heard 
open amoath, It is true he was no Beanerges as to his 
voice, his delivery being grave and deliberate, yet there 
was a majeftic snerey in it, which, together with his yene-~ 
rable and comely afpe&, made no fmalt impreffion to his 
advantage on the minds of them who had the pleafure of 
hearing him, “There were few men (if any) in his day 
who courted popularity lefs than he did, nay he rather 
fhunned it ; but like his fhadow it followed him where ever 
he went : For his miniftrations were favory and acceptable 
to all, who had a relith for the truth as it is in Fefus, and a 
Tove to that holinefs of heart and life, which the belief of 
it never fails to influence in the minds of all the children of 
GOD. “Though he nfually wrote his fermons as full as 
hhe intended to preach them, yet this was not always the 
cafe : For fome of his fermons printed a good many years 
rf 
ago 
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ago from his notes, which I myfelf heard him preach, and 
took him a full hour to deliver, yet may be read, even de~ 
liberately, in near the half of that time. One reafon of 
which is this; the fcriptures, which he brought as proofs 
of the points he was handling, are only cited chapter and 
verfe in his notes, and he left feveral enlargements on them 
to delivery: For he had a talent peculiar to himfelf in 
pointing out the propriety of fach proofs; and hie more 
than ordinary critical knowledge of the original languages, 
in which the fcriptures were written, enabled him, in a 
brief but comprenentire way, to glance at the meaning of 
the Spirit of GOD in them, that was both furprifing and 
edifying to the hearers, Could this have been recovered, 
it would have added greatly to the beauty of thefe dif- 
courfes ; but neither this, nor the lively {pirited manner 
in which they were delivered, can be put in print, and fet 
before the Reader, But where the fcripture-proofs are not 
inferted at full length, and only chapter and verfe cited, if 
the Reader will be at the pains to turn to his Bible, as he 
6 along in reading, he will find himfelf amply repaid 

x his pains, by the fatisfaction it will give him and it 
will convince him of the juftnefs of what I have now fug- 
fed. tis more than probable, that befides the gradual 
cay of nature he felt the laft two or three years of his 
life, that he had fome fecret notice impreffed on his mind. 
of his approaching diffolutions which made death and the 
other world a fubjeét fuitable and pleafant to himfelf, 
while at the fame time it is never unfeafonable ta any au- 
dience whatever. AL natura! motions are accelerated and 
quickeft, the nearer they come to their centre; and to re~ 
newed fouls, born from above, who are breathing after the 
perfeétion of holinefs, and groaning under the burden of 
a body of fin and death, it is no wonder that they have a 
peculiar pleafure in looking forward, and hafting to the 
happy bour that shall complete their falvation, faying with 
the church, Song ii. 17. Until the day break, and ti ~ 
dows flee away: Turn, my and be thou like a roe, or 
a young bart upon the mountains i feparation.” 
T have been favored with a lift of the Worxs of Mr. 
Boften by the indulgence of Mr. Davidfex; which are 
thefe. “* I. A Sermon preached, ug. 24, 1714, on Hof. 
ii, 19. reprinted in 1732. II, Human Nature in its Four- 
fold State, which is univerfally known, and has pafied 
through many editions, III, Several Volumes of Sermons. 
IV. His Book on the Hebrew Punétuation, publifhed in 
Latin. This laft Work, and his Four-fold State, were 
Vor. IV. s the 
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the only Volumes (as was obferved before) printed in 
Mr. Bojtan’s life-time.” 


JOHN ALBERT FABRICIUS, 


OHN ALBERT FABRICIUS, oncof the moft 
learned and laborious men of his age, was born at 
ipfc on the 11th of November, 1668. Having loft his 
parents, when he was not more than ten or eleven years of 
aE he was fent by thofe that had the care of him, to 
rudy at Ducdlimburg; where, we are told, he was in- 
{pired with an incredible ardor for letters, by the acci- 
ental reading of Barthius’s Adverfaria. Upon his return 
from Leip, in the year 1686, he applied himfelf very 
attentively to the reading of antient authors, facred as 
well as profane. He went to Hamburgh in the year 1693, 
where Jobn Frederic Mayer offered him apartments in bis 
honufe, and the careof his library. He accepted the offer, 
and {pent five years with Mr. Mayer ina very ible 
manner, dividing his time betwixt preaching and ftudy. 
He was chofen profeflor of uence in this city, and 
was made door in divinity at #1. In the ax. 171Q, 
the fandgrave of Heffe Ce offered him the firft profef- 
forhip of divinity at Gigfén, and the place of fuperin- 
tendant over the churc! of the Aug/berg confeffion ; 
which offer Fabricius was very ready to accept. But the 
magiftrates of Hamburgh augmented his falary very con- 
fiderably, for the fake of keeping him there; and of this 
he ever after retained fo grateful 2 fenfe, that no offers of 
preferment could tempt him to leave them. He died at 
Hamburgh wpon the 3d of April, 1736, after a life fpent 
in the fevereft application : For it is almoft incredible what 
Jabors he underwent, in order to benefit, as he did in_an 
eminent degree, the republic of letters. The late Dr. 
Thomas, Bithop of Lincoln and Salifbury in facceflion, ufed 
tofay of him, that ‘ he was at once the moft learned and 
moft amiable Man he ever knew.” 

Among a great number of Worxs, thefe following are 
the principal and moft ufefal: “I. Bibliotheca Latina, five 
Notitia duétorum Veterum Latinorum, quorumcunque feripta 
ed naz pervencrant. This work was atrerwards enlarged ¢ 
and the beit edition of it is that in two volumes, 4f¢- 
Bibliotheca Graca, five Nositia Scripterum Veterum Gr. 
rum, quorumeunque Monumenta integra aut fragmenta edi 

z “© extant: 
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extant: tum plerornmgue ex Manufcriptis ac Deperditin 
‘This work confifts of fourteen volumes in 40. and gives 
‘an exa&t account of the Greck authors, their different edi- 
tions, and of all chofe, who have commented, or written 
notes upon them, Thefe two woiks may be faid to fet 
forth a very complete hiftory of Greck and Latin learning. 
JIT, Codex Apocryphus Novi Teflamenti, colledtus, caitigatus, 
confuris et amimadverfionibus illuftratus. The beft edition is 
in three volumes 8vo. and printed at Hamburgh, in 17196 
IV. Bibliographia Antiquaria, five Intredudtio in Notitiam 
Seviptorum, qui Antiquitates wraicas, Gracas, Remanas, 
« ‘iflianas fripsis illuffraverunt. The beft edition is 
that of Hamburgh and Leipfic, in 1716, .4t0. WV. Deleétus 
Argumentorum et fyllabus Scriptorum, qui veritatem Reli- 
fienis Chriftiane adverfus Atkeos, Epicureoty Deiftas feu Na~ 
turaliflas, Idolelatras, Fudeos ct Mobammedanos lucubrationi- 
bus fais afferuerunt. Hamburgh. 1725. 4t0. "This perform~ 
ance, very valuable in itfelf, is yet more fo, on account 
of the Procmium and firft chapters of Eufebius's Demon- 
Sratic Evangelica, which are wanting in all the editions of 
that work, and were fuppofed to be loft; but which are 
here recovered by Fabricius, and prefixed to the Deleffus, 
with a Lavin tranflation by himilf. VI. Salutaris Lux 
Evangelii, toti orbi per Divinam Gratiam cxoriens: five 
Notitia Hiftorico~Chronologica, Literaria, et Geographica, 
propogaterum per orbem totum SU pants Sacrovrum De- 
lineata. Hamburg, 1731. 480. This work is very curious 
and interefting to ‘che hiftorian, as well asdivine. It con- 
tains fome epiitles of the apoftate emperor Julian, never 
hefore publithed.” By thele, and many other works of 2 
fmaller nature, Fabricius bas laid the whole learned and 
religious world under the greateft obligations; fince he 
has contributed more, perhaps, than any other man ever 
did, to abridge and fhorten the fatigue and drudgery, 
which fcholars are obliged to undergo, in order to be ac~ 
quainted with the materials of their profefion. 





JOHN HUBBARD. 


E was Minifter of S: , near London, upwards of 
twenty years; preached ftatedly in his turn at the 
weekly merchant's leéture at Pinner’s-Hall, and at Mr. 
Coward’s lefture in Littl St. Helen's; and fome time be- 
fore his deceafe, took upon him the care of educating 
S2 young 
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oung men for the miniftry, in which he gave great fatif= 
Raien, and had no little fuccefs. The following were 
fome of his remarkable expreffions upon a fick and dying 
bed, taken from his own mouth, at feveral times, in broken 
fentences, under the violence of agonizing pains, while his 
head was very clear and com > * L have no doubt of 
my eternal intereft.—Why will ye not let me die ?—Fa- 
ther, help me, my heavenly Father and my GOD.—I 
defire to be religned ; I defire to be reigned. Why fhould 
I defire to live? GOD has made with me an everlaiting 
covenant, well ordered in ali things, and fare; which is 
all my falvation, and all my deGire.—My Father in heaven, 
my covenant Father, help me; lay no more upon me than 
thou wilt enable meto bear. Let patience have its perfect 
work.—A GOD near at hand, and not afar off, a moft 
endearing charatter !—-I was prepared for this illnefa; for 
Thave been preaching (at Haberda/Ber’s-Hall in the morn- 
ing of that Lord’s-day on which the fever approached that 
iffued in his death) upon thefe words, Rom. viii. 37. Nay, 
in all thefe things we are more than conquerors.—Thefe ta- 
bernacles of ours are from, and ordered by GOD him- 
{elf, every pin of them ; and it ia fit that he thould have 
the pulling of them down in his own way: He doth all 
things with weight and meafure.—Having a defire to depart 
and be with Chri, which is beft; yet content I am to 
ftay, if GOD has any further work for me to do.—I put 
my truft in thee, O Lord.—~A preferver of hope. 
me not be afhamed.—Put your truft in the Lord; pour 
out your hearts before him; for our GOD is a refuge for 
us.—O Father of compaffion, help me ! 

“6 As a father pitics his children,fo the Lord pities them 
that fear him. will never leave you, nor forfake you. 
—The Lord is fupreme ; he doth as he pleafes in the armies 
of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth.—All 
my {prings are in thee.—I am in d hands; it is better 
to fall into the hands of GOD, than into the hands of 
man.—A guilty, weak, helplefs worm, on thy kind arms 
fall, dear Jefus? in thee 1 troft for firength, righteouf- 
nefa, and acceptance. Surely every man at his eftate, 
is altogether vanity.—How tong, Lord, ere thou wilt 
come and help me! Come, Lord, come quickly. Now 
do it for Chriffs fake. 1 befeech hex deliver me reat 

ins: I am thy humble petitioner. Now to glori 
Ethe furnace. what an honor! © for that faith which 
overcomes the world! It nullifics it, and fhews it to be 
a bauble.—O the excellency of faith! O now increas ay 
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faith, and make me more than conqueror.—I befeech thee 
releafe me one way or other. Thou canft do it; O that 
thou wouldft ! ‘ome, Lord, and make no tarrying.—— 
Subjeftion to the Father of fpirits.” He would often 
fay, under his grievous pains and agonies, ‘It is well. It 
is Gt we fhould endure pain and trouble here; for we fhall 
have none hereafter; there the inhabitants fhall not fay 
they are fick.—-Man foon fell from his firft covenant ; but 
GOD made a more glorious covenant with his Son, Now 
let me give up myfelf to Chrif.” And then added, with a 
folemn paufe after it, ‘ I do, I do.—O glorify GOD !I 
would have all men do it.—Throngh him we are more 
than conquerors. He is all my falvation, and all my de- 
fire. Amen.” After thefe. many other exprefiions of 
the like believing, humble, reigned, joyfal, and affured 
Strain; fome of which were often repeated in the two or 
three laft days of his illnefs, he faid with his expirin 
breath, ‘¢ I now give up the .” With thefe_lai 
words in his mouth, he im ly departed, on Wed 
nafdey, Fuly the 13th, 1743, in the fifty-firft year of 
his age, dying in the faith and comfort of thofe evange- 
lical principles which he had tried and proved, and preach- 
ed and lived upon for many years. 


WILLIAM MOTH. 


‘R. WILLIAM MOTH was Paftor to the diffent- 
ing congregation at Bafingfoke, Hants, and departed 
this life 24th Auguf, hag Gofpel do@trines, in their 
relation to Cbrifbs per » and the immediate influence 
they have upon all pra¢tical godlinefs, were the conftant 
drift of his preachjng.—How ive juftly, and unblame- 
ably he behaved himfelf before afi men, was evident to 
all. He was a living preacher ; a burning and a fhining 
light. His fermons were firft preached to his own heart, 
and then wrought into his life. Such as heard and con- 
verfed with him, either by word or by letter, could not 
but take knowledge of him, from time to time, that be 
had been with Fefis. GOD was pleafed to try him many 
ways; but, from the mount of ftraits and trial, he came 
down with his face fhining, though, with Mfofes, he faw 
it not himfelf. ‘The long and uncommon trial of his faith 
nd patience, which at get an end to his life, ferved 

3 only 
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only to throw greater Inftre on his graces. When afked 
how his fpiritual frame ftood, amidft the racks of pain 
and ficknefs, his anfwer was, ‘¢ I never faid, nor (to m 
knowledge) thought any thing more than, thew, COU, 
art bely. \ have deferved more than this from the hand of 
GOD in the prefent life.” “Towards the clofe indeed, a 
veil was drawn over thofe {weet affurances and pleafant 
tokens he once had of union with Céri/?, and intereft in him 5 
yet, in his darkeft hours, this was his lan; »  ITean 
go into eternity, and appear before GOD, “Esain, ong 
perfeét righteoufnefe, and an everlafting covenant.”---A, 
gracious covenant GOD, however, though he tries long, 
will not try always. "The cloud brake tome days before 
life expired, and not a doubt or fear was after that allowed 
to difcompofe. He was not only enabled comfortably to 
dean on Crjf, but alfo to triumph and rejoice in him. To 
one whom he heard faying, « He is not like to live Jong 5 
hhe is almoft pone 9 he Yateered, «« T do not defire to lives 
to be with Chri/ is far better. From rivers of pain, to 
oceans of glory: O the riches of free grace! I am fo 

led, that it ie ready to overcome me. Oh! tafte, and 
fee the Lord is good. Love the Lord Fefus Chrift, all of 

ou.” Being afked how he did, when his laft moments 
«lrew on apace, he replied, ¢¢ 1 am almoft well; I know 
that my Redeemer liveth. The doétrines I have preached 
are now a comfort to my foul, Be fure you do not depart 
from what you have been taught, nor from the order of 
the church, and GOD will take care of you, and I hope 
will provide for you, Let young ones heware of defpifing 
the hand of the Lord; if they do, GOD will make them 
{mart for it.” And having prayed with earneftnefs and 
™many tears, for the church oF Chrift, he foon after- 
wards fell adlcep, boing firft heard to fay, «* Into thy bands I 
commit my fpirit.” 


= 


DAVID BRAINERD. 


HE excellent Prefident Edwards wrote the Life of 

this gracious Man more at large, than it is compa- 

tible with the defign of this Work to follow, Though 
the whole be edifying, the concluding part is particularly 
fo, and therefore it Il be fubsmitted to the Reader. e 
will only premife, that he was born in CosneGicet, New 
England, 
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ngland, on the 20th of Aprif, 1718, and died at 
Nortkampten in the fame Province, on the 9th of Odfober, 
4747, in the thirtieth year of his age. 

‘When he was in his Jaft Gckneis, his conftitution hein, 
maturally weak and infirm, he was forewarned that he fhoul 
not have many days, and that the courfe infinite wifdom 
had allotted him to run, though great, was but fhort. The 
thoughts of death, therefore, and ectermty, were long fa- 
miliar to his mind; an intimacy, which in the neareft 
views of both, jefe his fout cl and ferene. It was in 
the beginning of September 1747, that his frail tabernacle 
begun to fal hime A complication of diforders of the 
moft obftinate nature prefaged his fpeedy diffolution; a 
profpeét that he never contemplated but with pleafure, 
fometimes even with rapture; Saying often, ¢¢ Oh the 

lorious time is now coming! I have longed to ferve 

OD perfectly ; and now GOD will gratify thefe my 
defires.—1 Jong to be in heaven, praifing and glorifying 
GOD with the holy angels: All my defire is to glorify 

1D. My heart out to the burying place; it 
feems to me a defirable place ; but, oh! to glorify GOD, 
that is above all!” The lait fentence which he wrote in 
his Diary, was upon the 25th, and runs thus: ‘¢ Ob my 
dear GOD, 1 am fpeedily coming to thee, I hope! Eaften 
the day, O Lord, if it bethy bl will, Oh come, Jord 
‘efuus, come quickly! Amen.” On Sunday the 27th, he 
aid, “* I was born on a fabbath day; I have reafon to 
think I was new-born on a fabbath days and I hope I fhalf 
die on this fabbath day. 1 fhall jook upon it asa favor, 
if it may be the will of GOD thar it thould be fo. IT 
long for the time. Oh! why is his chariot fo long in 
coming? Why tarry the wheels of his chariot 7” Reing 
afterwards afked how he did, ‘* I am almoft in eternity,’ 
be anfwered ; ‘* 1 long to be there. My work is done. 
T have done with all my friends. Al! the world is now 
nothing to me. Oh to be in heaven, to praife and glorify 
GOD with his holy angels!” He {poke much of his de- 
fires and hopes to fee in heaven the profperity of the 
church of Chri on earth; much of the importance of the 
work of minifters of the gofpel, and prayer for the out- 
pouring of the Spirit of GOD upon then to blefs and 
make effectual their labors; and much of the fpiritual 
profperity of his own congregation of chriftian Indians in 
New Ferfy. \n short, his whole converfation was the 
language of refignation, of truft and of faith; full of 
goodly favar toall who heard it, and worthy to be reat 
2 mitt 
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mitted to thofe who did not, In this happy frame he con- 
tinued till the day before his death, when the pain of:hia 
body overpowered his refleGtion and reafon. Thig was the 
comfort be adminiftered to his friends who wept for, or 
Jamented him : «* We part but for a while; we thal fpend 
an happy. eternity to; -” One coming into the room 
with a Bible in’ her id, he cried out, ** O thar dear 
Book! that lovely book! I fhal! foon fee it opened! the 
myfteries that are in it, and the myfteries of GOD’s 
providence, will all be unfolded.” On Zhurfday, Odtober 6, 
he lay for a confiderable time, as if he were d: ing § and 
was at intervals, breaking out into fuck wl ifpers 
He will come : He will not tarry. J fhall foon 
{ Soon be with GOD and his angels." From 

jis dit i infomuch 
that he {aid, ‘* le was another thing to dic than people 
imagined ;” explaining himfelf to mean, t) were not 
aware of the bodily pain undergone befare death. Yet 
all the while, as he could, his patienco was great; the 
comforts and fupports of grace were alfo great: And all 
of them continued unabating to the laft ; which was about 
fix o'clock on Friday morning, Ofober 9, 1747, the happy 
period when he joined the innumerable company wf faints 
above, fer affembly and church of the firft-born, 









GOD the fadge of all, tke fpirits of juft men made per 
fed, and Fefus che Mediator of that new and better coves 
nant, which had been all his rejoicing, and all his hope. 
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NE great obje& of this compilation is, the illuftra- 
tion of divine in its power and influence upon 

the hearts of men : So that, while we point out the bright 
examples of many eminent chriftians, we would be under- 
food, not fo much to fet up men for mere admiration, but 
to fhew what GOD done, in fucceflive genera- 
tions, for poor finners like ourfelves, that others might be 
encouraged, according to their meafure of the fame grace, 
to fpliow them whe now threugh faith and patience inberit the 
tr mifes. Hence, therefore, as we muft abhor a mean and 
ious detraction, which could only prove that we want 

i race or common candor ; we would be cafeful alfo 
foayoid the gther extreme, fiom a mind equally devoted to 
temporal 





Mine macamenn 





- wry 
Promn e erapenal Pratare m the yes 


WaTTsS. abs 


temporal views, of fliding into fulfome or iwelling pane~ 
yrics, through any refj that fhould be entertained for 
Be memories of faithful men. It becomes us, in this cafe, 
to confider what the perfons, we venture to celebrate, 
would fay of us or to us, could they read what fell from 
our pens, now their /pirits are made perfeé and divefted of all 
the vanity and conceit of the flefh, 1 believe, they would 
readily own, with the Apoftic, that they were at but. 
empty veffels in themfelves ; that whatever they enjoyed of 
odnefs was entirely out of that Furline/s, which filleth all 
an all; and that, by the grace of GOD, they were whatever 
they were, either in themfelves or for others, in point oF 
vufefulnefs and worth. And, in confequence of this ac- 
knowledgement, they would be much more ready to chide 
than to thank us, were we to dignify their perfons for 
public view, and to forget to mention, that they had no- 
thing worth having, but what they freely received from 
their Maffer. Under this impreffion of mind, which we 
would with never to forget, we fhall feleét, from the va- 
rious memoirs which have been publithed of this excellent 
‘Man, chiefly what has been given by the late Dr. Samuel 
Fobnfon, as the moft concife, judicious, and candid of 
any 3 to which we will add a few edifying particulars, 
which, we conceive, cannot but be grateful to our ferious 


eadersy 
© Tfaac Watts (Lays Dr. Jobnfen) was bora July 175 
1674, at Southampton, ‘here bie fo of the Tne ae 
kept a boarding-{chool for young gentlemen, though com- 
mon report makes him a Thoemaker. He appears, from 
the narrative of Dr. Gibbons, to have been neither indi~ 
gent nor illiterate. J/aac, the eldeft of nine children, was 
given to books from his in 3 and began, we are told, 
to learn Latin when he was four years old, I fuppofe at 
home. He was afterwards taught Latin, Greek, and 
Hebrew, by Mr. Pinborne, a clergyman, mafter of the 
free-{chool at Southamptcn, to whom the gratitude of his 
{cholar afterwards infcribed a Latin Ode. His proficiency 
at fchoo! was fo confpicuous, that a fubfcription waa pro- 
pofed for hia fupport atthe sasvectity but he declared 
bis refolution to take his lor with the Diffenters. Such he 
was, at every chriftian church would rejoice to have adopt- 
ed,” He therefore repaired in 1690 to an academy taught 
by Mr. Rowe, where he had for his companions and fel- 
low-ftudents Mr. Hughes the poet, and Dr. Horte after~ 
wards archbifhop of Zzam. Some Latin Effays, fuppofed 
40 have been written as exercifes at this academy, tuew a 
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dearee of knowledge, both philofophical and theologic: 
fach as very few attain by a much longer courfe of ped 
He was, as he hints in his mifcellanies, a maker of verfes 
from fifteen to fifty, and in his youth he appears to have 
paid attention to Latin poetry. ‘His verfes to his brother, 
in the gipconic meafure, written when he was feventeen, 
are remarkably eal and elegant. Some of his other Odes 
are deformed by the pindaric folly then prevailing, and 
are written with fuch neglect of all metrical rules as is 
without example among the antients; but his dition, 
though perhaps not always exaétly pure, has fuch co- 

joufnets and {plendor, as fhews that he was but at a very 
ittle diftance from excellence, 

« His method of ftudy was to imprefs the contents of his 
books upon his memory by abridging them, and by inter- 
leaving them to amplify one fyftem with fupplements from 
another. With the congregation of his tutor Mr. Rewry 
who were, I believe, independents, he communicated in 
his nineteenth year. At the age of twenty he left the 
academy, and fpent two years in ftudy and devotion at 
the houfe of his father, who treated him with great ten- 
dernefs ; and had the happinefs, indulged to few parents, 
of living to fee his fon eminent for literature and vene- 
table for piety. Ile was then entertained by Sir Fohn 
Hm topp five ‘years, as domeftic tutor to his fon; and 
in that time particularly devoted himfelf to the ftudy of 
the holy fcriptures; and being chofen affiftant to Dr. 
Chouncey, preached the firft time on the birth-day that 
compleated his twenty-fourth year; probably confiderin, 
that as the day of a fecond nativity, by which he entere 
on a new period of exiftence. In about three years he 
fucceeded Dr. Chauncey; but, foon after his entrance on 
his charge, he was feized by a dangerous illnefs, which 
funk him to fuch weaknefs, that the con, ation thought 
an affiitant neceffary, and appointed Mr. Price. is 
health then returned gradually, and be rmed his 
duty, till (1722) he was {eized by a fever of fach violence 
and continuance, that, from the feeblenefs which it brought 
upon him, he never perfeétly recovered. ‘This calami- 
tous ftate made the compaffion of his friends neceffary, 
and drew upon him the attention of Sir Thomas Abney, 
who received him into hie houfe ; where, with a conftancy 
of friendthip and uniformity of condué not often to be 
found, he was treated for thirty-fix years with all the 
kindnefs that friendihip could Brome and all the attention 
that refpect could diftate. Siz Zbomas died about eight 


© years 
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rs afterwards ; but he continued with the lady and her 

aghtera to the end of his life. The lady died sbout a 
year after him. 3 . 

cA coalition like fhis, a ftate in which rae necane of 

tronage and dependence were overpowere: e pers 
Feption of reciprocal benefits, deferves a parchcular me- 
morial; and [ will not withhold from the Reader Dr. 
Gibbons's reprefentation, to which regard is to be paid as 
to the narrative of one who writes what he knows, and 
what is known likewife to multitudes befides. 

© Our next obfervation (fays Dr. Gibbons) fhall be made 
upon that remarkably kind providence which brought the 
Doétor into Sir Thomas Abncy’s family, and continued him 
there till his death, a period of no lefs than thirty-fix 
In the midft of his facced labors for the glory of GOD, and 
the good of his generation, he is feized with a moft violent 
and threatening fever, which leaves him oppreffed with 
great weaknefs, and puts a ftop at leaft to his public fer- 
vices for four years. In this diftreffing feafon, doubly fo 
to his adtive and pious fpirit, he is invited to Sir Thomas 
Abncy’s family, nor ever removes from it till he had &- 
nifhed his days. Here he enjoyed the uninterrupted de- 
monftrations of the trueft friendfhip. Here, without an 
care of his own, he had ever thing which could eontri- 
bute to the enjoyment of i! favor the unwearied 

rfuit of his ftudies. Here he dwelt in a family which 

piety, order, harmony, and every virtue was an houfe 
Of COD. Here he had the privilege of 2 country recefr, 
the pure air, the retired grove, the fragrant bower, the 
Spreading lawn, the flowery garden, and other advantages 
to foothe his mind, and aid his reftoration to health, to yield 
him whenever he chofe them moft grateful intervals from 
his laborious ftudies, and enable him to return to them 
with redoubled vigor and delight. Had it not been for 
this moft happy .event he might, as to outward view, 
have feebly, it may be painfully dragged on through man’ 
more years of langour and inability for public fervice, am 
even for profitable ftudy, or perhaps might have funk into 
his grave under the overwhelming load of infirmities in 
the midft of his days; and thus the church and world 
would have been deprived of thofe many excellent fermons 
and works, which he drew up and publithed during his long 
refidence in this family. In a few years after his coming 
hither Sir Téomes Abney dies, but his amiable confort far- 
vives, who fhews the the fame reff and friend- 
Mip as before, and moft happily for him, great saber 
7 «bi : 
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fefides ; for az her riches were great, her generofity and 
munificence were in full proportion, her thread of life was. 
drawn ont to a great age, even beyond that of the Doc- 
tor’s, and thus this excellent Man through her kindnefs, 
and that of her daughter, the prefent Mrs. Elizabeth 
Any, who in a like degree efteemed and honored him, 
enjoyed all the benefits and felicities he experienced at his 
firft entrance into this family till his days were num~ 
ered and finifhed, and, like a fhock of corn in its feafon, 
he afcenided into the regions of perfeét and immortal lite 

and joy.’ 
¢ if this quotation (fays Dr. Fobn/an) has appeared long, 
Jet it be confidered that A comprifes an account of fixeande 
thirty years, and thofe the of Dr. Watts. From the 
time of his reception into this family, bis life was no other- 
wife diverfified than hy facceffive publications, ‘The feries 
of his works I am not able to deduce; their number, and 
their variety, fhew the intenfene(s of his induftry, and the 
extent of his capacity. He was oncof the firft authors that 
taught the Diffenters to court attention by the graces of 
language. Whatever they had among them before, whe- 
ther of learning or acutenefs, was commonly obfcured 
and blunted by coarfencfs and inelegance of ftyle, He 
fhewed them, that zeal and purity might be expreffed and 
enforced by polifhed diétion. He continued to the end of 
his life the teacher of a cor ‘ion, and no reader of 
his works can doubt his fidelity or diligence. In the 
pulpit, though his low ftatare, which very little exceeded 
five feet, graced him with no advantages of appearance, 
yet the gravity and propriety of his utterance made his 
@ifcourfes very efficacious. I once mentioned the repur 
tation which Mr. Foffer had gained by his proper delivery 
to my friend Dr. Hawkefworth, who told me, that in the 
art of pronunciation he was far inferior to Dr. Watts. 
Sach was his flow of thoughts, and fuch his pramptitude 
of Janguage, that in the latter part of his life he did not 
precompofe his curfory fermons; but having adjufted the 
heads, and fketched out fome particulars, trafted for face 
cefs to his extemporary powers. He did not endeavour to 
affit his eloquence by any gefticulations 3 for, as no cor- 
poreal aGtions have any correfpondence with theological 
truth, he did not fee how they could enforce it. At the 
conclufion of weighty fentences be gave time, by a fhort 
paufe, for the proper impreffion, To ftated and public 
Inftruétien he added familiar vifits and perfonal applica~ 
tion, and was careful to improve the opportunities, which 
5 converfation, 
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eonverfation offered, of diffufing and increafing the in- 
fluence of religion. 
By his natural temper he was quick of refentment 5 
but, by his eftablifhed amd habitual practice, he was 
tle, modeft, and inoffenGve. His tendernefs appeared 
in his attention to children, and to the poor. To the 
poor, while he lived in the family of his friend, he allowed 
the third part of his annual revenue, though the whole was 
not an hundred a year; and for children, he condefcended 
to Jay afide the {cholar, the philofopher, and the wit, to 
write little poems of devotion, and fyitems of inftruc- 
tien, adapted to their wants and capacities, from the dawn 
of reafon through its gradations of advance in the morn- 
ing of life. Every man, acquainted with the common 
principles of human aétion, will look with veneration on 
the Writer, who is at one time combating Lecke, and at an- 
other making a catechifm for children in their fourth year. 
A voluntary defcent from the dignity of fcience is per- 
haps the hardeft leffon that humility can teach. As his 
mind was capacious, his curiofity excurfive, and hia in- 
duftry continual, his writings are very numerous, and his 
fubjects various. With his theological works I am only 
enough acquainted to admire his meeknefs of oppofition, 
and his mildnefs of cenfure. It was not only in his book, 
but in bis mind, that orthodoxy was united with charity. 
Of his phifofophical pieces, his logic has been received 
into the univerfities, and therefore wants no private re- 
commendation: If he owes part of it to Le Clerc, it mu 
be confidered that no man, who undertakes merely to me- 
thodize or illuftrate a fyftem, pretends to be its author. 
In his metaphyfical difquifitions, it was obferved by the 
late Yearned Mr. Dyer, that he confounded the idea of 
face with that of emeey fpace, and did not confider, that 
though fpace might be without matter, yet matter being 
extended, could not be without fpace. Few books have 
been perufed by me with greater pleafure than his «Im- 
provement of the Mind,” of which the radical principles 
may indeed be found in Locke's ‘ Conduét of the Under- 
ftanding ?’ but they are fo expanded and ramified-by Watts, 
as to confer upon him the merit of a work in the higheft 
degree ufefal and pleafing. Whoever has the care of in- 
ftruGing others, may be charged with deficiency in his 
duty, if this book is not recommended. 
© have mentioned his Treatifes of theology as diftinét 
from his other produétions ; but the truth is, that what~ 
ever he took in hand was, by his inceffant folicltude and 
for 
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fouls, converted to theology. As piet: minated 
ee calc dittated over his works, Under bie givens 
tion, it may be traly faid, Theologica Philefophia ancillatur, 
hilofophy is fubfervient to evangelical initra@tion ; it is 
Sigkcult to read a Page without learning, or at leaft wifh- 
ing, to be better. The attention is caught by indirect 
inflradiion, and he that fat down only torreafoo, is ona 
fadden compelled to pray. It was therefore with great 
propriety that, in 1728, he received from Edinburgh and 
Aberdeen an unfolicited diploma, by which he became 2 
dodtor of divinity. Academical honors would have more 
value, if they were always beftowed with equal judge~ 
ment.” 

*Tis not often poffible to heftow them with equal pro- 
pricty for men, like Dr. Watts; the chriftian world doth 
not often enjoy. It is, however, a true obfervation, made 
by another writer (Mr. Zoplady) upon this article, that 
«Learned feminaries wi retrieve the departing refpec- 
lity of their diplomas, were they only prefented to (I 
not fay, fach men as Dr. Watts ; for few fuch men are 
in any age to be found: But to) perfons of piety, ortho- 
doxy, erudition, and virtue.” prefenting fuch titles 
to people, who either can pay for them, or whofe filly 
vanity prompts them to have their names ufhered in with a 
found, without any juft qualification in the world betide, 
expofes the honors of a univerfity to contempt, an 
the perfons who bear them to ridicule. The name of 
Doétor, though it cannot make a man intuitively learned 
or wife, fhould give the world a juft expectation not to 
find him at leaft either weak or illiterate, 

* He continued many years to ftudy and to preach, and 
to do good by his inftruction and example ; till at laft the 
infirmities of age difabled him from the more laborious part 
of his minifterial functions, and, being no longer capable 
of public duty, he offered to remit the falary appendant to 
it; but his congregation would not accept the refignation. 
By degrees his weaknefs increafed, and at Iaft confined 
him to his chamber and his bed ; where he was worn gra~ 
dually away without pain, till he expired Novembsr 255 
1748) in the feventy-ifth year of his age. Few men 
have left behind fach purity of character, or fuch monu- 
ments of laborious picty. He has provided inftruétion 
for all ages, from thofe who are lifping their firft leffons, 
to the enlightened readers of Malebranche and Lecke; he 
has Jefe neither corporeal nor fpiritual nature unexamined 5 
dhe has taught the art of reafoning, and the fcience of me 
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fart. His character, therefore, muft be formed from the 
mnultiplicity and diverfity of hisattainments, rather than from. 
any fingle performance; for it would not be fafe to claim 
for him the higheft rank in any fingle denomination of lite- 
rary dignity; yet perhaps there was nothing, in which he 
would not have excelled, if he had not divided his powers 
todifferent purfuits. As a poet, had he been only a poet, 
he would probably have ftood high among the aughors with 
whom he is now affociated ; [i, e. among the Poets, the 
lives of whom, almoft 

has moft elegantly writcen. 
exact, and he noted beauties and faules wit 
cernment ; his imagination, as the <¢ Dacian Battle” proves, 
was vigorous and aétive, and the ftores of knowledge were 
Jarge by which his fancy was to be fupplied. His ear was 
well-tuned, and his diétion was elegant and copious. But 
his devotional poetry is, like that of others, unfatisfac~ 
tory. The paucity of its topics enforces perpetual repe~ 
tition, and the fanétity of matter reje&ts the orna- 
ments of figurative dition, It is fufficient for /Fatts to 
Baye dane etter than others, what no man has done 
well. 

This muft be read cum grano falis, confidering, who 
wrote this life, and for whofe perufal it was chietly written. 
That it is impoffible for language fo to ornament divine 
truths, as to make them acceptable to an ungodly world, 
is too ferious a fact to be difpated ; but that divine truths 
are without beauty, or the moft fublimc and enrapturing 
beauty, can only be affirmed by thofe, who have no fpi+ 
ritual eyes to fee, or gracious hearts to enjoy them. Br. 
‘Sobnfon upbappily wrote for thofe, who underitand the 
ianguage and the arts of men more than the voice and the 
things of GOD : Otherwife 4e too would have confefled, 
that there is more fublimity, exccllence, and glory, of all 
kinds, in one page of Z/aiab, than in all the writings of the 
poets he collected, or could have collected from the antient 
heathen or modern world. A critic, who may be learned 
in all books but One, I mean the Bible, may affect to 
fmile at fuch a remark; but neverthelefs there is no hazard 
of breaking truth in making it ; that the firft Poem, which 
ever appeared upon earth, I mean that in the 15th chapter 
of Exodus, bas more real majefty, beauty, force, and 
propriety init, than all that lying Greece, or brutal Rome, 
or any other country or age, have ever produced ; and I 
may add, it is celebrated by more competent judges, and 
will lat infinitely longer; for it is fang by fpirity Pere 
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feGly enlightened, and will ping 3 by them throughout 
gy 


bs 
eternity. dnd they the feng fefes the fervant 9 
GOD, Vand the feng "Gf te Lamb, faying, Great and park 
Tous are thy works, Lord GOD almighty; juff and true are 
thy ways, thou King of faints. Rev. xv- 3- 

‘© His poems on other fubjeéts feldom rife higher than 
might be expected from the amufements of a man of 
letters, and have different degrees of value as they arc 
more or lefs labored, or as the occafion was more of lefs 
favorable to invention. He writes too often without re- 
gular meafures, and too often in blank verfe ; the rhymes 
are not alwaya fufficiently correfpondent. Hie is particu- 
larly unhappy in coining names expreffive of characters. 
His lines ace commonly and eafy, and his thoughts 
always religioufly pure; but who is there that, to fo 

piety and ‘innocence, does not with for a greater 
meafure of {prightlinets and vigor? He is at leat one of 
the few poets with whom yeuth and ignorance may bo 
fafely pleafed ; and happy will be that Reader, whofe mind 
is difpofed, by his verfes, or his profe, to imitate him in 
all but his nonconformity, to sory his benevolence to 
man, and his reverence to GOD.’ Thus far Doctor 

infor. 

ple glad as we are to confult brevity in our accounts 
of gracious perfons in order to admit as many as poffible 
within the preferibed limits of our work, we cannot dif- 
ammifs this article, without a few edifying additions to the 
memorial of this excellent Man, hat fome critics have 
ebferved upon the moft valuable circumftance of his cha~ 
rater, which they have been pleafed to ftyle * the en- 
thufiafm of his heart, operating on a fanatical creed, 
which hurried him too often into extravagance and abfur- 
dity ” only proves, that they are not blefled with a mind 
Hike his, capable of underftanding the fame intellectual 
goods and that confequently they are too incompetent to 

‘ide upon what is fo much abovethem, Whatever rifes 
in the leaft above earth and fenfual comprehenfion ; 
is to men, who know no happinefs cif it deferve the 
mame) but what comes from earth, al her fanatical, 
enthufiaftic, and abfurd. The logic of their decifion is, 
© We know it not ; therefore, it is not to be known: We 
feel no influence of grace; therefore, there is none; 
therefore, it is all chimera; therefore, we have a right 
to ridicule.” But, omitting the reflections of men, whofe 
abfordities are more dan; to themielves than preju- 
dicial to the caufe of truth, we fubjoin a few of the dying 
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Sayings of this bleffed Man, which were preferved and com 
municated to the world by Dr. Fennings, who preached his 
funcral fermon, about a fortni wat after the body had been 
interred at Bunbill-Ficlds. f blefs GOD, fays he, I can 
lie down with comfort at night, unfolicitous whether I 
wake in this world or another !” His faith in the promifes 
was lively and unfhaken: “I believe them enough to 
venture an eternity on them!” Once, to a religions 
friend, he expreffed himfelf thus: «* I remember, an 
minifter ufed to fay, that the moft learned and know= 
ing chriftians, when they come to die, bave only the fame 
Iain promifes for their fapport, as the common and an- 
fearned. And fo (continued the Dogtor) 1 find it. "Fis 
the plain promifes of the gofpel that are my fupport: And, 
Iblefs GOD, they are piain promifes, which do not re- 
quire much labor ‘and pains to underftand them: For L 
can do nothing now, but look into my Bible, for fome 
promife to fapport me, and live upon that.” On feeling 
any temptations to complain, he would remark, ‘* The 
bufinefs of a chriftian is, to bear the will of GOD, as 
well as to doit. If I wete in health, I could only be 
doing that: And that I may do now. ‘The belt thing in 
obedience is, a regard to the wilt of GOD: And the wa: 
to that, is to get our inclinations and averfions as muck 
mortified as we can.” If our Readers with to read a 
mote prolix account of the Do¢ior and his wri 3, We 
amuft refer them to the memo:rs diawn up hy Dr. Gibbonsy 
to which are added feveral valuable letters written to him 
by his friends, among which were the late Dr. Serker, 
archbifhop of Canterbury, Dr. Hurt, archbifhop of Txam, 
Dr. Gibfon, bifhop of Londen, lady Hartfird (afterwards 
duchefs of ‘Somer/es) the firft lord Bar: ingion, Mr. Herveyy 
Se. 

His Works. ‘ I, Sermons on various Subjects, di- 
vine and moral, with a facred Hymn fuited to cach fub- 
ject. Il, A Guide to Prayer, &e. IIT. The Chriftian 
Doéirine of the Trinity, tc. vindicatcd by plain Evi- 
dence of Scripture, without the Aid or Incumbrance of 
human fchemes. 1V. Seven Diffirtations relating to the 
Chriftian Do@rine of the Trinity, in two parts. V. 
Death and Heaven, or the laft Enemy conquered, and 
feparate Spirits made perfect; attempted in two funeral 
difcousfes sn memory of Sir Jobs Hortopp, baronet, and 
hie Jady. VI. A Defence againit the Yemptations to 
Self-muarder, fc. together with fome Reflcétions on ex- 
cefs in ftrong Liquors, Duelling, and other Pragtices akin 
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to this heinous Sin. VII. A Caveat againét Infidelity, or 
the Danger of Apoftafy from the Chriftian Faith ; with 
an Anfwer to fome Queries concerning the Salvation of 
ths Heathens, and the of the modern Deifts upon 
Pretences to Sincerity. » The Strength and Weak- 
nefs of, Human. Reais to conduct Meneind to Re 
ion and futare Happinefs, between an Inquiri 
eift and a Chriftian ‘Divine. “1X. An humble ‘Attempt 
towards the Revival of practical Religion among Chrifti- 
ans, &c, by aferious Addrefs to Minifters and People, in 
fome occafional Difcourfes. X. Difcourfes on the Love 
of GOD. XI, The Redeemer and the San@tifier, tc. 
reprefented in a friendly converfation between perfons of 
different fentiments. IL, The Holinefs of Times, Pia- 
cet, and People under the Jewi/> and Chrifian Difpenta- 
tions confidered and compared in feveral difcourfes, on the 
Sabbath, the temple, churches, meeting-hovfes, &c. KITT. 
‘A Book of Catechifms, complete, containing five parts; 
to which is added a large catalogue of remarkable {criprure 
names colleéted for the ufe of children. XIV. Prayers 
compofed for the ufe and imitation of children fuited to 
their different ages, &%c. and a ferious addrefs to them on 
that fubje&t. KV. A fhort View of the whole Scrip- 
ture Hiftory, with a continuation of the Fiwi/S affairs 
from the end of the Old Teftament to the coming of 
Chrif. XVI. Humility reprefented in the character of 
St.Paul. XV. Self-love and Virtue reconciled only 
by Religion, &c. together with an occafional proof of the 
neceffity of Revelation. XVIII. The World to come, or 
Difcourfes on the Joys and Sorrows of departed Souls at 
‘Death, and the Glory or Terror of the Refurre€tion, to 
which is prefixed an Effay towards the proof of a fepa- 
rate ftate of fouls after death, XIX, The Ruin and Ke- 
covery of Mankind; &e. ‘To which are fubjoined Three 
fhort Effays, namely, the Proof of Man’s Fall by his Mi- 
fery ; the Imputation of Sin and Righteoufnefs; and the 
Guilt and Defilement of Sin. KX. The Harmony of 
all the Religions which GOD ever prefcribed, &c, KXI. 
Orthodoxy and Charity united, in feveral reconciling Ef- 
fays on the Law and Gofpel, Faith and Works. II. 
The rational Foundation of a Chriftian Church, and the 
‘Terms of Chriftian Communion; to which are added 
‘Three Difcourfes, namely, A Pattern for a Diffenting 
Preacher; the Office of 33 and Invitations to 
Church-feliowthip. XXII. Ufeful and important Quef- 
tions concerning Jefis the Son freely propofed ; wi 
humble attempt to anfwer them according to Seriptore. 
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XXIV. The Glory of Ciriff as God-Man, difplayed in 
three difcourfes. With an Appendix containing an 
Abridgement of Doétor Thorhas Goodwin's Difcourfe of 
the ¢ Gio ies and Royalties of Cérif#,’ in his works in fe- 
dio, Vol. ii. B. 3. XV. Evangelical Difcourfes_on fe- 
veral Subjects; ‘to which is an Effay on the Powers 
and Contefts of Fiefh and Spirit, XXXVI. A Sermon 
preached at Sekers-Hallto the Societies for Reformation 
of Manners in the Cities of Landon and Fefiminfter, Ofe- 
ber 6, 1707- XXVIII. The religious Improvement of 
public Events, a fermon preached at Bury-firect, Fune 18, 
1727, on occafion of the death of K. “Garrge te and the 
ceful fueceflion of K. George II. xk vit. Nine 
Sermons in the Bury-fireet collecon of difcourfes preached 
by feveral minifters.. XK XIX. Queftions proper for Stu- 
dente in Divinity, Candidates of the Miniftry, and young 
Chriftians, to be propofed co them by. themfelves or others. 
XXX. A thort Effay towards the Improvement of Pfal- 
mody, or an Inquiry how the Pfalme of David ought to 
be tranflated into Chriftian fongs, and how lawful and ne- 
ceffary it is to compofe other hymns according to the clearer 
revelation of the Gofpel, for the ufe of the Chriftian 
church. XXXI. Hore Lyrica; Poems chiefly of the 
Lyric kind, in three books. XXXII. The Pfalms of 
David imitated in the language of the New Teftament, 
and applied to the Chriftian ftate and worfhip, XX XIII. 
‘Hymns and Spiritual Songs, in three books. XXXIV. 
Divine Songs, attempted in eafy Language for the Ufe of 
Children, XXXKV. Logic, or the right Ufe of Reafon 
in the Inquiry after Troth, XXXVI. The Improve- 
ment of the Mind, or a Supplement to the Art of Logic, 
in two parts. N. B. The two parts aré in two volumes, 
XXXVII. A Difcourfe on the Education of Children and 
Youth. XXXVIII. The Know! of the Heavens 
and the Earth made eafy, or the firft Principles of Aftro- 
nomy and Geography explained by the Ufe of the Globes 
and Maps ; witha ‘olucion of the common problems by 
a plain {cale and compaifes as well as by the globe. Writ- 
ten for the ufe of learners. XXKIX, Philofophical Et 
{ays on various Subjects, és'c. with fome Remarks on Mr. 
Locke's Effay on the Human Underftanding. To which is 
fubjoined a brief Scheme of Ontology, or the Science of 
Being in general with its affeftions, XL. The Art of 
Reading and Writing Engli/a, We. with a variety of in- 
#ruGions for ¢rue fpelling. XLI. The Dodtrine of the 

Paffions explained and improved. XLII. Reliquia 
niles ; Mifcellancous in Profe and Verfe on an 
2 tural, 
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tural, moral ant divine Subjects, Written chiefly :m 
ounger years. XLIil. Remnants of ‘Time employed in 
Prote nd Verle, or fhort Effays and Compofures on va- 
rious Subjets. XLIV. An Ely on the Freedom of the 
‘Will in GOD and in Creatures, and on various fubjects 
connected therewith. XLV. An Effay on Civil Power 
in Things facred, KLVI. An Effay towards the Encou- 
ragement of Charity-Schools, particularly thofe which are 
fupported by Proteftant Diffenters, for teaching the chil- 
dren of the poor to read and work, fc. to which is pre~ 
fixed an "Adarets to the fupporters of thofe fchools.” 

A colle&tion of poems was publithed, a few years fince, 
with the title of the * Doétor’s Pofthumous Works,’ 
which are confidered very juftly as generally fpurious and 
unworthy of the Doétor. 

There is fo juft and feafonable a remark, made by a per- 
fon in a clafs of life, now unhappily very little dignified 
with religion, in a letter to our author, that we with to 
recommend its confideration to every lover of the Bible; 
and the more, as it is a very ignorant 4s well asa very pre- 
vailing fentiment at this day, that we have nothing to do 
With the Old Teftsment, but that all our atvention fhould 
be confined to the New. 

* Rev. Sir, Becket-Howfe, Fibs 4) 1731~ 

* Ar Iaft I have received the kind prefent [Dr. 
Watts's ‘* View of the whole Scripture Hiftory”] pan fo 
long fince ordered me. I have read it over, and looked 
over fome parts of it again. 1 fhall lay it in my nurfery, 
hall, and parlour, and Keep it in my ftudy. I think ita 
book that will be veiy inftru@tive and entertaining to 
people of all ages and conditions. You know I am very 
much for the whole Bible’s being looked through, and not 
ene part of it only; ar even the New Teftament alone in 
prejudice of the reft. I think you have done very good 
fervice in giving us the Apocrypbal hiftory, as a pait of 
the account of ‘GOD: tranfactions with his people. But, 
after faying this, ¥ muft own to you I could have wifhed 
you had made your feétions, efpecially at the beginning, 
not barely as hiftorical ones, but with a view to the di: 
rent difpenfations of GOD to mankind g mean in thar 
part of the book before the law) thongh fill preferving the 
order of the Bible. The breaks, that arife from that con- 
fideration, are what are moft likely to lead us into thetrue 
knowledge of the Bible. Without them, thehiftory of the 
Bible will be little more than the ammufement of other hifto~ 
vies. Iam, Sir, your very faithful humble fervant, 

© Borvingrony 
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JOHN HARRISON, A.M. 


‘E_was Paftor of a congregation at /Feathersficid in 
‘Effex, and died about the year 1749. In a fermon 
preached upon that oceafion by the reverend Mr. Thomas 
Davidfin of Braintree, we bave an account of bis cha- 
raéter in fife, and triumph in death. He was a man of 
bright matural parta, much improved. He made great 
proficiency in ftudy at the univerfity of Giafow, from 
which he received this degree of mafter of arts. As a 
chriftian, he was remarkably holy, tender, and circam- 
{pets ix all things ing bimjelf a pattern of good 
works. He wasa 0 le, humble we with GO: sabe 
ing in an uncommon meafure exercifed unto godlinefs 5 
and this made him love, and ftriftly practife, the duties of 
the ftudy and clofet. Asa minifter, he fhone with a pe~ 
culiar luftre ; preaching his {ermons to himfelf in private, 
before he delivered them in public to others; and in them 
was a workman that necded not to be afbamed, rightly dividing 
the word of truth. 

As he was pleafant and defirable in life, he feemed {till 
more fo at death: For he fhone out brightly to the laft, 
and, like the fun in a calm ferene evening, fet without a 
cloud. He had a full and unfhaken affurance of his in- 
tereft in the love of GOD, and clear manifeitations of that 
Tove to his foul; which made his expreffions of it, on_ his 
death-bed, ravifhing to all his chriftian friends who vifited 
him, With what pleafure and joy did he often utter fuch 
expreffions as thefe, «Oh, I long to be gone! 1 long to 
be gone, and to be freed from fin and forrow ! 1 long to be 
‘where Fefus is, to fee him as he is! I long to put off this 
mortal body; that mortality may be {wallowed up of 
life!’ Oh, TI would not return again to this world ; it is 
indeed cabal, a dirty and unpleafant world! I fhall foon 
be in that fhining world, in Emanucl’s land, where glory 
dwells forevermore. His love has Jeft a perfume, a fweet 
favor in my heart; and eternity itfelf will be too fhort to 
praife him. Oh, what a covenant, what a rock have we 
to reft upon! how firm it is! Oh what comforts, what 
confolations, have I had from it! With fuch joy as this 
‘methinks 1 could bear the burning of this fever throughout 
gternity, and not feel it! I know that my Redeemer 
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Jiveth ! this is glo: began t Tam filled with GOD. Oh, 
how faithful is GOD! fe has faid to me, that he would 
fatisfy me with life; and I am fully fatisfied, I want no- 
thing bur to have the clay walls of thisbody broken down. 
Oh, I never faw fo mm as Idonow! want a whole 
eternity to praife!" When firft taken ill of the fever, he 
told his friends, he apprehended it would iffue in death, 
and gaye this reafon for it, That, for fome months pait, he 
had fo much of GOD in fecret, that he never met with 
any thing like it. He particularly mentioned how much 
Dr. Owen's declaration of the glorious myftery of the 
perfon of Chri, GOD and Mant had been bleffed to him 5 
efpecially the laft chapter of that book concerning the ex- 
ercife of the mediatory office of Chriff in heaven, and the 
flate of the worfhip there. When he {poke of that fub- 
je@, it was with tach elevation and fervor of fpirit, as 
almoft overpowered nature. He often remarked, with 
gnuch pleafure, his fpending the week before he was taken 
ill among his people, converfing with them about the ftate 
of their foule; and then found, to his unfpoakable joys 
that upwards of twensy perfons, he hoped, had of late 
been favingly wrought upon under his miniftry. This 
made him cry out, “ Ob. zing ! that I fhould be ho- 
nored to be in any meafure ufeful in the chusch of Chrift.” 
OF his Bcople he frequently fj with warmth and af- 
feGtion, faying, ‘Oh my little fiock ! Nothing in this 
world is fo near my heart as that handful of people to 
whom I ftand related. Oh, Sir, (faid heto Mr. Davidfon) 
let that little fock have a place near your heart.” Some 
time before he died, he faid to one, ** Oh, the amazing, 
the aftonifhing, the inconceivable glory of the other 
world! what difcoveries have I had of it this day! I 
long, I long to be there! I muft have an eternity ta 
ee 1 Oh, the potpestabley the fybftantial joys I 1 
life is hid with Cbrif# in GOD.” To another, alittle 
before his departure, “* I am juft ready to join the ge- 
neral eflembly and church of the firft-born: Iam faft 
yeady to fhout the viétory! I befeech thee, O Lord, 
thew me thy glory" Thefe and many other fuch fweet 
and gracious expreffions dropped from him during his ill- 
nefs, which might have been increafed, had not his friends 
often interrupted him, defiring he would {pare himfclf, 
and nor {peak fq much. One thing, however, was re- 
markable: ‘Though his fever was a very bad one, and he 
2 ftrong robuft man, full ot flefh and blood, yet it never 
once feized hie head, or impaired hia judgement; bur he 
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‘had the full exercife of his underftanding and fpeech to 
the Iaft; and he was enabled to make a moft happy and 
triumphant ufe of them to his Redeemer’s glory. Such 
living Deaths are enough to caufe the Balaams of every 
age to cry out; Let me die the cath of the righteous, and 
det my iaft end be like bis 1 


EBENEZER ERSKINE. 





TRS pious ifter was the fon of the reverend Mr, 
Henry Evfhine of Shielfield, in the county of Merfe, 
in Scotland, who was one of the three and thirty children 
of Ralph Er/kine, defcended from the noble family of Mar. 
This Henry Er/kine, being fettled in Northumberland, was 
one of the ejected minifters by the aét of uniformity, and 
died in 1598, aged feventy-two, 

Mr. Ebencxcr Ex/kine was born about the year 1680, 
ordained in 1793, and fettled at Stirling in 1731. In April 
1732, being chofen moderator of the fynod of Perth, he 
preached a termon from Pfalm cxviii. 22. The frone which 
the builders reofuled, is become the bead-ftone of the corner. An 
this difcourie, he took fo much freedom with an act made 
by the laft affembly of the fynod, empowering the majo- 
rity of landholders and lay efders to have a decifive power 
of eledting and calling minifters, upon no other limitation 
but that of bring Prorclants, and excluding heads of infe~ 
rior families from their votes; that it gave great offence, 
“The members of the affembly, who had carried that mea- 
fure, being the majority, proceeded to a cenfure upon him 
for his fermon ; from which he appealed to the next gene- 
ral affembly of the church of Scet/and ; who, in the fol- 
lowing year, approved the cenfure, and appointed Mr. 
Ey /kine to be reprimanded at their own bar.  Againft this 
allo Mr. Erffine prateited, as a cenfure paffed upon him 
for maintaining ‘the truth of GOD and the approved ftand- 
ards of the Scottj/b church ; and to this proteft three other 
minifters fet thetr hands. This fo offended the affembly, 
that they firft fufpended, and (upon their non-fubmiffion} 
afterwards expelled them fran: their minifterial funétions, 
‘The offenfive words were thefe ; ** Vhe faid prevailing 

arty are carrying on a courfe of defeétion from our re— 
formed principles; an icularly are fuppreffing minif= 
terial freedom and faithfulnefé, in teftifying againft the 
profent bachflidings of the church, and inflicting cenfures 
“upon 
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upon minifters, for witnefling, by proteftations and others 
wife, againft the fame.”—-Thus Began the famous Secefion 
(as it was called) from the Church, or ruling members of 
the Church, of Scotland. : 7 

‘Mr. Erfkine lived many years after this afair, and ga- 
thered 3 numerous congregation at Stirling, amongit whom 
he labored till his death, which occurred on the 2d of 

ine, 1754, in the fe-enty-fourth year of his age, and 

fty-Grit of bis miniftry, 


RALPH ERSKINE, A.M. 


R, RALPH was younger brother to Mr. Ebenezer 
Erfkine, and was born at Monilaws in Northumber+ 
jand, March xsth, 1685. After going through the ufual 
eourfe at Edinburgh, he was at lergth ordained at 
Donfermline on the 7th of Avgufi, 1711, Elcre he labored 
feveral yeats with great zeal and fuccefs, performing his 
public dutics with much ability, and the private vifita~ 
tions of his flock with diligent faithfulnefs. le went from, 
loufe to houfe, warning and watching. 

Upon the controverfy which arofe about the year 1720, 
scfpecting the 1epublication of a book entitled ¢ The Mar- 
row of Modorn Divinity,’ which at length was condemned 
hy the general affembly ; our Author, with twelve others, 
conceiving fome imporiant and evangelical truths to be 
Reuck at_by their cenfure, thought it a duty to remon+ 
fivate. Remonftrancesa of this kind are ufually in vain, 
Unici where Providence remarkably interpofes, feldom 
will private men publicly own themfelves miftaken, larga 
hodics mver. ‘The affvinbly, inftead of retraéting, con- 
firmed thrir own aéts; and Mr. Ralph, with others, 
went into the Seccffion already eftablithed by his brother. 

Some Readers might wifh to know, that this book of 
the § Mat row, &c,’ was written upon ftrict Calviniftic prin- 
ciples; aud that the Seceders accufed the rolers in the 
church of verging towards Neonomian, or Semi-Arminion 
piinciples, Our Author, with many others, preached and 
Wrote with great fervor in this unhappy controverfy. 

Me with to pafs over in filence the diflike which the 
Seceffion expreffid, about the i" 1742, upon the fubject 
of the revival of the power of the gofpe!, which then ap- 
praed at Crntufanz. Dy, Gillies, in his life of Mr. 
7 Whitefield, 
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Whitefield, -hath ftated that matter at large. The differs 
ences of good men are,never to be mentioned hut with 
forrow. ‘The Seceffion thought Mr. Whitefield too lax in 
his principles re{pe€ting outward church government : 
And, moft certainly, he did not care for all the outward 
church government in the world, if men were not brought 
really to the knowledge of GOD and themfetves. Pre- 
lacy and prefbytery were indeed matters of indifference to 
‘aman, who wifhed, © the whole world to be his diocefe? 
and that men of e@// dexominaticns might be brought to a 
real acquaintance with Jefus Chrift.— However thefe good 
men might differ here, they are now perfeétly agreed 
upon all things. 

About the year 2746, another Seceffion, or rather Sub- 
feceffion, was formed from that already eftablithed, upon 
a nice diftinétion in burgefs oaths; to recount which will 
afford bat little edification to ferious Readers, and but 
fmall gratification to fenfible Readers. Racing refor- 
mations are not gracious reformaiont. Gis work 
is feldom, ifever, tiuly performed, by the bigotry, fury, 
or pafiions of men. 

ur Author’s pen was much epgoged in this affair, and 
it evidently affected his fpipits. He fpeaks of it with con- 
ceru and emotion, ‘* Our firf ccnflitution (thys he, 
meal ing the firft Seceffien) was the truit and eff of our 
being feparated from our brethren, who thru/f us out fiom 
their miniflerial communion, But this mw conditntion, 
‘was the eifect and confeqvent of our brethren’s feparating 
themfelves. We find in {cripture, a wide difference be- 
twixt a pafive and an @ffive feparation from church com~ 
munion, We fee a bleffing reiting on the head of then 
who have been /eparated from their brethren; but a note 
of ignominy upon thofe that wilfully /eparate themfelvesy 

‘ude ver. 19.—The fruit of our firfi coullitution, was the 
Jey Of all the friends of~the covenanted reformation ; but 
the fruit of this mew pretended conflitution, is the fud- 
dening of the'hearts of the Lord's remnant every where, 
_ fruit of our frf? conftitution, was the gatherin 
of the Lord’s remnant into one; but the fruit of the 3 
gond, is the rending and breaking them to pieces.” 

‘This valuable Minifter continued his labors of preaching 
and writing till almof the time of his death, which oc 
cured on the 6th of November 1752, in the fixty-eighth 
year of his age. He was buried at Dunfermline. 

‘He publifhed many fermons, and controverfial tras, 
shiefly relating to ¢ 3 and his Gofpel Sonnets 
and other poems are well known both in Englend and 

Scotland. 
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Scotland. They breathe 2 warm fpirit of piety; though 
they cannot be mentioned as finithed poetical’ compo- 
fitions. 

He left a large family, three fons of which were mini- 
fiers of the Secefion, but died in the prime of life. 


ee 


PHILIP DODDRIDGE, D.D. 


HIS eminent Divine was the fon of Danie] Doddridge, 

an oilman in London, where he was born Fune t! 
aéth, 1702. He was the twentieth and lait child of his 
arents: The reft, except one daughter, died very young. 
ewas brought up inthe early knowledgeof religion by his 
pious parents, but was firft initiated in the elements of the 
learned languages under one Mr, Stott, a minifter, who 
taught a private fchool in Zendon, In the year 1712, he 
was removed to Kingffon upon Thames. About the time 
of his father’s death, which happened in the year 1715, he 
‘was removed to a private fchool at St. A/sans, under the 
care of a worthy and learned mafter, Mr, Nathaniel Wood. 
Here he happily commenced an acquaintance with Dr. 
Samuel Clark, minifter of the diffenting congregation there, 
who became not only the inftruétor of his youth in the 
principles of religion, but his guardian, when a helplefs 
orphan, and a generous and faithful friend in all his ad~ 
vancing years; for, by his own and his friends, contribu- 
tion, he furnifhed him with means to purfue his ftudies, 
The duchefs of Bedford, being informed of his circumn- 

ftances, charaéter, and ftrong inclination to learning, b' 
his uncle Philip Doddridge, then fteward to that noblo 
family, made him an offer, that, if he chofe to be educated. 
for the miniftry of the church of England, and would go 
to cither of its univerfities, fhe would fupport the ex- 
pence of hia education; and, if fhe fhould live *till he had 
taken orders, “would provide for him inthe church, ‘This 
propofal he received with the warmeft gratitude, but in 
the moft refpectfal manner declined it ; as he could not 
then fatisfy his confcience to comply with the terms of 
minifterial conformity. Yet he continued for fome timo 
in great diftrefs from an apprehenfion, that he fhould not 
be able to profecute his lies for the miniftry : And Dr. 
Edmund Calamy, whom he confulted, increake his afflics 
tion, 
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rofefson. Accordingly, he aétually was engaging him- 
Rif in the ftady of the Law 5 when bus friend’ Dr. Clark, 
hearing of his difficulties, gencroufly offered to remove 
them. 


the reverend Mr. “Jobs Fennings, who kept an academy at 
Kibworth in Leicefterfoire, a gentleman of great learning 
and piety; and, during the courfe of his ftudies at this 
ace, he was noted for bis diligent application to his pro- 
per bufinefs, ferious fpirit, and extraordinary care to im- 
prove his talents. He was fir fettled as a minifter at 
Kibworth, where he preached to a {mall congregation in 
an obfcure village, and where he had much time to apply 
himfelf to ftudy, which he did with indefatigable induftry. 
On Mk. Fenniugs’s death, he fucceeded to the care of his 
academy, and foon after was called to the care of a large 
diffenting congregation, whither he carried his academy ; 
and the surber of his pupils increafed. Here and at 
Market Harborough jut by, and laftly at Northampton, he 
fpent his life, in his clofet, in his academy, and in his 
congregation. He dicd at Lifoon, where he went for the 
recovery of his health on the 26th of Odober 1751, in 
the fiftieth year of his age: And his remains were inter- 
red in the burying ground belonging to the Briti/b factory 
there. A handfome monument was ereéted to his memory 
in his meeting place at Northampton, at the expence of the 
congregation. As to his Perfon, he was rather above the 
middle ftature, extremely thin and fiender: He had a 
very remarkabl- {prightlinefs and vivacity in his counte- 
mance and manner, which commanded attention both in. 
private and jin the pulpit. He left one fon and three 
daughters behind him, as well as an excellent and affec— 
tionate wife their mother, who accompanied him to Lif 
don. Yt was yery much to the honor of a minifter of rhe 
eftablifhed church, that the Doctor was enabled to make 
this voyage in point of expence: And it would be very 
much to the comfort as weil as credit both of churchmen 
and diffenters, if they entertained the fame catholic re~ 
para which the Dodtor had to men of all perfuafions. 
Mr. Feb Orton, who hath wo up an excellent ac- 
count of his life at large, relates many very edifying pafla- 
ges concerning the Doétor's ftudies, engagements, and 
conduét, which cannot fail of giving fatisfaction to every 
pious Reader. Speaking of him, in his minifterial office, 
is. Orten fays, * That the vital traths of the gofpel, and 

x ata 


In OGober a be was placed under the tuition of 
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its duties, as enforced by them, were his favorite topics. 
He confidered himfelf as a minifter of the gofpel, and 
therefore could not Satisfy himfelf without preaching 
Chriff and him crucified. le never puzzled his hearers 
_with drv criticifms and abftrufe difquifitions ; nor content- 
‘ed himfelf with moral effays and philofophical harangues, 
with which the bulk of his auditory would have been un- 
aff ted and unedified. He thought it cruelty to GOD"s 
children to give them ftones, when they came for bread. 
«° Iris my defire, faith he, not to entertain an auditory 
with pretty lively things, which is comparatively eafy, but 
to come clofe to their confciences, to awaken them to a 
real fenfe of their fpiritual concerns, to bring them to 
GOD, and keep them continually near to him; which, 
to me at leaft, is an exceeding hard thing.” He feldom 
meddled with controverfial points in the pulpit; never 
with thofe, with which he might reafonably Suppote his 
congregation was unacquainted; nor fet himfelf to con- 
fute errors, with which they were in no danger of being 
infeéted. ‘When his fubje& naturally led him to mention 
fome writers, fiom whom he differed, be fpoke of them 

and their works with candor and tendernefs 5 appealin, 

conftantly to the fcriprures, as the ftandard, by which al 
doGrines are to be tried. He fhewed his hearers of how 
little importance moft of the differences between Protef- 
tants are, and chofe rather to bea healer of breaches, than 
to widen them. He always fpoke with abhorrence of 
paGionately inveighing again our brethren in the pulpit, 
and making chriftian ordinances the vehicle of malignant 
paffions, l¢ thought this equally affronting to GOD 
an pernicious to men; poifoning inftead of feeding the 

hep of Chri 
Cet condudi as a tutor, we are told, that one of 
the fuft things he expcéted of his pupils, was to learn 
Ru}’s fhort hand, which he wrote himfelf, and in which 
his te€tures were written ; that they might tranfcihe them, 
make extracts fiom the books they read and confulted, 
with eafe and fpecd, and fave themielves many hours in 
their future compofitions. Care was taken in the firft 
year of their courfe that they fhould retain and improve 
that knowledge of Greek Latin which they had ac- 
ured at {chovl, and gain fuch knowledge of Hebrew, if 
tl x had not learnt it before, that they might be able to 
read the Old 'Teftament ; a care very important and ne~ 
ceffary to this cnd. Befides the courfe of lectures in a 
snorning, clafical Iectures wee read cvery evening, gene~ 
rally 
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rally by his affiftant, but fometimes by himfelf. If any 
of his pupils were deficient in their knowledge of Greek, 
the feniors, who were beft fhilledin it, were appointed to 
infiru& them at other times. ‘Thofe of them, who chofe 
it, were alfo taught French. Syftems of logic, rhetoric, 
Reogray ny and metaphyfics, were read during the firft 
Sear of their courte, and they were referred te particular 
P s in other authors upon thefe fubjeéts, which illut- 
trated the points on which the Ieétures had turned. To 
thefe were added Je€tures on the principles of geometry 
and algebra. After thefe ftudies were finifhed, they wera 
introduced to the knowledge of trigonometry, conic fec- 
tions, and celeftial mechanics. A fyftem of natural and 
experimental philofophy, comprehending mechanics, fla: 
tics, bydroftatics, pneumatics, and aftronomy, was read 
to them ; with references to the beft authors on thefe 
fabje&s. This fyftem was illuftrated by a neat and pte“ 
Jarge philofophical apparatus, part of which was the at 
of fome of hig friends, and the remainder purchafed by a 
fmall contribution from each of the ftudents, at his en~ 
trance on that branch of fcience. Some other articles 
‘were touched upon, efpecially hiftory, natural and civil s 
as the ftudents proceeded in their courfe, in order to en= 
large their underftandings, and give them venerable ideas 
of the works and prowninace of GOD, A diftiné view 
of the human body was given them, as it tended to pro- 
mote their veneration and love for the great Archit of 
this amazing frame, whofe wonders of providential infla- 
ence alfo are fo apparcat in its fepport, nourifhment and 
motion; and all concurred to render them agreeable and 
ufeful in converfation, and to fubferve their honorable 
appearance in the miniftry. 

‘A large fyftem of Fewifh antiquities, which their tator 
had diawn up, was read to thein in the later years of their 
courfé, in ordct to illuftrate numberlefs paffages in the 
Scriptures, which cannot be well unds;ftood without 2 
knowledge of them: They were alfo referred to the beft _ 
writers upon the fubject. ut the chief objet of their at- 
tention and fludy, during three years of their courfe, was 
his fyftem of divinity in the largeft extent of the word; 
including what is moft material in pneumatology and 
ethics. Sn this compendium were contained, in as few 
words as perfpicuity would admit, the moft material things 
which had occurred to the author's obfervation, relating to 
the nature and propertics of the human mind, the proof of 
the exiftence and attributes of GOD, the nature of moral 

= virtue, 
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virtue, the varions branches of it, the means fubfervient to 
it, and the fan@tions by which its precepts, confidered a 
GOD 's natural law, are inforced = Under which head, the 
natural evidence of the immortalit: y oF the foul was large- 
ly examined. To this was added fome furvey of what is, 
and generally has been, the ftate of virtue in the world. 
From whence the tranfition was eafy to the needof a reve- 
lation, the encouragement tooye for it, and the nature of 
the evidence which might ly attend it. From hence 
the work naturally proceeded to evidence produced in. 
proof of that revelation which the {criptures contain, The 
genuinenefs, credibility, and infpiration of thefe facred 
"books, were then cleared up at large, and vindicated from 
the moft confiderable objeCtions, which infidels have urged. 
‘When thefe foundations were laid, the chief doétrines of 

{eripture were drawn out into a large detail ; thofe relatin; 
to the Farurr, Son and Srizit; to the original and 
fallen ftate of man; to the fcheme of our redemption by 
Corift, and the offices of the Spirit, as the great agent in 
the Redeemer’s kingdom. The nature of the covenant of 
grace was particularly ftated ; and the feveral precepts and 
ftitutions of the gofpel, with the views which it gives us 
of the concluding fcenes of our world, and of the eternal 
tate beyond it. what feemed moft evident on thefe heads, 
was thrown into the propofitions; fome of which were 
problematical ; and the chief controverfies, retating to each, 
were thrown into the /ebolia, and all illuffrated by a very 
large colleétion of references; containing, perhaps, one 
Iedture with another, the fubftance of forty or fifty effave 
pages; in which rhe fentiments and reafonings of the moft 
confiderable authors, on all thefe heads, might be feen in 
their own words. It was the bufinefs of the ftudents to 
read and contract thefe references, in the intervals between 
the leétures ; of which only three were given in a week, 
and fometimes but two. is was the Author’s capital 
work as a tutor; he had fpent much labor upon it, and was 
continually enriching it with his remarks on any new pro- 
duGtions upon the feveral fubj handled init.” This fy 

tem his pupils tranfcribed : It is now publifhed, and 
world will judge of its value and fuitablenefs to anfwer the 
end p: fed. Critical leftures on the New Teftament 
were weekly delivered, which the fiudents were permitted 
and encoury to tran{cribe, to lead them to better 
knowledge of the divine oracles. Thefe contained hie re- 
marks on the language, meaning, and defign of the facred 
writers, and the interpretations and critici of the moft 
confiderable 
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confiderable commentators. Many of thefe he has inferted 
in the “ Family Expofitor.” In the laft year of the courfe, 
a fet of leCtures on preaching and the paftoral care, was 
given: Thefe contained, general direGions concerning the 
method to be taken to furnifh them for the work of preach- 
ing, the charaéters of the beit praGtical writers and com- 
mentators upon the Bible, many particular-rutes for the 
compofition of fermons, their proper ftyle, the choice and 
arrangement of thoughts, and the delivery: of shen 3.c 
ions relating to pul ayer, expofition, iz.iny 
the adminiftration of the Eokmentee and paftoral vite? 
‘To thefe were added many general maxims for their con- 
verfation and conduct as minifters, and_a variety of . 
dential rules, for their behavior in particular circumftan- 
ces and conneétions, in which they might be placed. While 
the ftudenta were purfuing thefe important ftudiea, fome 
le@ures were given them on civil law, the hieroglyphics 
and mythology of the antiente; the ExgiifA hiftory, par- 
tienlardy the hiftory of nonconformity, and the principles 
on which a feparation from the church of Exglandis foun- 
ded. The tutor principally infifted upon thofe laid down 
by Dr. Ca/amy, in his introdu&tion to the fecond volume 
of his defence of moderate nonconformity. 

One day in every week was fet apart for public exer~ 
cifes; at thefe times. the tranflations and oratigns of the 
junior ftudents woe read and examined ; stots, who had 
entered on the pocumatology aud ethics, pro- 
duced, in their turns! fes on the feveral fubjects alagoed 
them, which were mutually oppofed and defended. ofe 


who had finifhed ethics defi homilies (as they were 
called, to diftinguifh them from fermons) on the natural 
and moral ions of GOD, and the branches 


of moral virtue ; while the fenior ftudents brought ana- 
Iyfee of fcripture, the {chemes of fermons, and afterwards 
the fermons themfelves, which they fubmitted to the ex- 
amination and correction of their tutor. In this part of 
his work he was very exact, careful, and friendly ; efteem~ 
ing his remarks on their compoftions more ufeful to yout 

preachers, than any general rules of compofition, w! ick 
could be offered them by thofe, who were themfelves moft 
eminent in the profeffion, In this view he furnifhed them 
with fubordinate thoughts, and proper icriptures for proof 
or iluftration, retrenching what was fuperfiuous, and 
adding what was wanting. It was his care, through the 
whole courfe of their ftudies, that his pupils might have 
fuch a variety of letures, weekly, as might engage their 

mi 
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minds without diftra@ing them. While they were attend- 
ing and @udying leCtures of | phe greatett importance, fome 
oo Iefs importance, t! 1 in themfelves, wera 
given in the intervals ; had rally fome connexion 
swith the former; and all were ted to make the man 9 
GOD perfec, there: y sente all good works. le 
blcratt ok ie they feos have as much to read between 
exch leéture, as might keep them well employed, allowing 
due time for y relaxations, and the reading prac~ 
tical writers; he recommended it to them, and ftroogly 
infifted upon ir, that tl fhould converfe with fome of 
thefe daily, efpecially on the Lord’s day, in order to fub- 
ferve, at once, the improvement of the chriftian and the 
initter : And he frequently reminded them, that it argued 
a great defe& of underftanding, as well as of real pity, 
if they were negligent herein. He often examined what 
books they read, befides thofe to which they were referred 
in their leétures, and direéted them to Acewiepas were 
heft fuited to their age, capacities, and inter profef~ 
fion, and in this refpect they enjoyed a great privilege 5 
as they had the nfe of a large and valuable library, con- 
fifting of feveral thoufands of volumes; many of them 
the x had purchafed himfcif, others were the dona- 
trons of his friends, or their fevera} authors; and cach 
ftudent, at his admiffion, contributed a {mall fum towards 
ing the colleCtion ; the ftudent’s name was inferted in 
the book or books purchafed with his contribution ; and 


it was confidered as his gift. 

‘Fo this library the had accefa at all times, 
under fome prudent regulations as to the time of keeping 
the books. The tutor was fenfible, that a well furnifhed 
brary would be a fhare rather than a benefit to a ftudent, 
except he had the advice of a more experienced friend 
in the choice of thofe he fhould read; as he might throw 
away his time in thofe which were of little importance, or 
anticipate the perufal of others, which might more pro- 
Rory, be referved to fome future time. To prevent this, 

e fometimes gave hia pupils leCtures on the books in the 
library, going over the feveral fhelves in order, informi 
them of the characler of each book and its author, 1 
known; at what period of their courfe, and with what 
fpecial views particular books fhould be read, and which 
of them it was defirable they fhould be moft familiarly ac- 
quainted and furnifhed with, when they fettled in the 
world. His pile took hints of thefe ures, which at 
once difplayed the extent of his reading and knowledge; 
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and were in many refpeéts very ufefal to them. ‘The 
Do€tor’s mannet of leéturing was well adapted to engage 
the attention and love of his pupils, and promote their 
diligent Rudy of the le&tures. When the clafs aflembled, 
he examined them in the laft leGture, whether they under- 
ftood his reafoning ; what the authors referred to faid on 
the fubje@; whether he had given them a jut view of 
their fentiments, arguments, and obje@ions ; or omitting 
any that were important. He expeGted from them an 
account of the reafoning, demonftrations, fcriptures or 
faéts, contained in the Tetlare and references. 

He allowed and encouraged them to propafe any abjec- 
tions, which might arife in their own minds, or which they 
met with in the authors referred to, of which they did not 
think there was a fufficient folution in the leGurs; or to 
mention any texts that were mifapplied, or from which 
particular confequences might not be fairly drawn, and to 
propofe others, which cit! confirmed or contradiéted 
‘what he bad advanced; and, if at any time their objec- 
tions were petulant or impertinent, he patiently heard, 
and mildly aafwered them. He was folicitous that they 
fhould thoroughly underftand his leGtures, and what he 
faid for the illufiration of them: If he obferved any of 
them inattentive, or thought they did not fufficiently un- 
derftand what he was faying, he would afk them what he 
had faid, that he might keep up their attention, and know 
whether he exprefied himfelf clearly; he put on no ma~ 
gifterial airs, never intimidated nor difcouraged them, but 
always addreffed them with the freedom and tendernefs of 
afather: He never expected nor defired, that they fhould 
blindly follow his fentiments, but permitted and en~ 
couraged them to judge for themfelves, To affift them 
herein, he laid before them what he apprehended to be the 
truth, with all perfpicuity, and impartially fated all ob- 
jeétions to it; he never concealed the difficulties which 

dd any queition, but referred them to writera on 
both fides, without hiding any from their infpeion. He 
frequently and warmly them not to take their fyf- 
tem of divinity from man, or body of men, but from 
the Word of GOD. Bible was p always ete ps 
appealed to upon every point in queftion, to which it 
could be fappofed to ive ight. Confidering him as 
an Author, in which ‘charadler is in much reputation 5 
be was not fond of controverfy, and was determined, if 
he could pofiibly avoid it, never to engage in any of thofe 
difputes which haye been, and fill are, agitated among 

on. IV. Uu proteftants, 
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proteftants. He had often feen and lamented this as the 
event of many a voluminous controverfy ; that men, of 
contrary parties, fat down more attached to their own 
opinions than they were at the beginning, and much maré 
cliranged in their affe@ions: He left, therefore, this work 
to others. 

The firft Przce he pusriswEp (except fome papers 
in the ‘ Prefent State of the Republic of Letters’) can 
fearcely be called cont:overfial, thovgh it was an anfwer 
to another. ‘This wasentitled, ‘¢ Free Thoughts on the 
moft probable Means of reviving the diffenting Intereft : 
Occafioned by the late Inquiry into the Canifes of its De- 
cay: Addreffod to the author of that Enquiry. 1730.” He 
treats the auther with great civility, and, inftead of criti- 
cifing upon his performance, offers fome remarks which 
may be of general ufe; and they deferve the regard of all 
minifters. le points out the principal reafons, why many 
learned and good men are fo unpopular and unfuccefs- 
fal; and hath fhewn great knowledge of human nature, 
and what careful obfervations he hath made on the difpo- 
fitions of mankind, ‘This tra¢t is little known, fpecially 
by the minifters of the eftablithed church ; but at its fir! 
publication it met with a favorable reception among per- 
fons of different parties and fentiments ; and it deferves to 
be read as a model of a candid, polite manner of remark- 
ing upon another author’s writings and opinions. The 
only proper controverfy that he was ever engaged in, was 
with the author of a treatife, entitled, ¢ Chriftianity not 
founded on Argument,’ &c, publifhed in the year 1742, 
to whom he wrote Three Letters, which were publifhed 
foon after one another, in 1743. The author of this trea- 
tife, under the form of a moft orthodox and zealous chrif- 
tian, pretends to cry up the immediate teftimony of the 
Spirit, and afferts its abfolute neceffity in order to the be- 
lief of the gofpel : while at the fame time he endeavors to 
expofe all kind of rational evidence by which it could be 
fapported, and advances feveral very cunning infinuations 
againft the truth of it, inthe moft pernicious view. Dr. 
Doddridge, therefore, chofe to publifh fome remarks upon 
it, not only to defend chriftianity in general, but to ex- 

lain and fupport fome important traths of it, particu- 
arly the agency of the divine Spirit, which fome had de- 
nied, becaufe others had mifreprefented. He thought this 
treatife affeGted the foundation of natural as well as re- 
vealed reli ion, and that the Indicrous turns given to 
feriptures in it, and the air of burlefque and irony which 
rons 
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runs through it, were. very unbecoming a wife and bene- 
volent man, or the infinite moment of the queftion in 
debate. 

In 1747 he publifhed fome remarkable paffages in the life 
of colonel James Gardiner, who was fiain by the rebels at 
the battle of Prefon Pans, September 21,1745. He de~ 
figned by this work, not merely to perform a tribute of 
gratitude to the memory of an invaluable friend, but of 
duty to GOD and his fellow-creatures, as he had achear~ 
ful hope that the narrative woukl, under a divine blefting, 
be the means of fpreading 2 warm and lively fenfe of re~ 
ligion. “‘Thefe were all the writings our Author publifhed, 
except his practical ones. ‘The firft praétical piece he 
publifhed, was, ‘¢ Sermons on the Education of Chil- 
dren, 1732.” ‘This he intended principally for the ufe of 
his own congregation ; to fupply, in fome meafure, that 
want of more frequent perfc inftruétions on the fub- 
jeét, which his care of his pupils neceffarily occafioned. 
There difcourfes contain a variety of important advices 
and affeGting motives, in a little compafe, and have been 
very ufeful to affift parents in this dificult work. His 
tender concern for the rifing generation fhewed itfelf in 
his ‘* Sermons to Young People,” publifhed in17 353 and in 
his “ Principles of the Chriftian Religion,” in verfe, for the 

fe of children and youth,” publifhed in 1743. In this 
compofition, which was drawn up by the defire of his 
friend, Dr. Clark, he hath happily united eafe, plainnefs 
and elegance. And here I ma: fo mention his prefixin, 
a ** Recommendatory Preface” to a {mall piece, entitled, 
¢ Familiar Dialogues forChildren,’ written bya lady whofe 
piety and abilities are equally tranfparent, which is well 
adapted to inftru& them in their duty to GOD and man, 
at the fame time thar it bly entertains and amufes 
them. In 1736, be publithed «Ten Sermons on the power 
and grace of Chri, and the evidences of his glorious gof= 
pel.” Thefe three laft, on the evidences of the gofpel, 
were, in fome later editions, by the particular defire of 
one of the firft dignitaries of the church of England, 
printed fo as to be bad feparate from the former. Th 
contain a fufficient defence of chriftianity, and are wel 
adapted to the ufe of thofe whofe office calls them to de- 
fend it. It gave the author fingular pleafure to know thar 
thefe fermons were the of convincing two gentle- 
men of a liberal education and diftingnifhed abilities, who 
hhad been deifts, that chriftianity was true and divine 

2 
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And one of them, who had fet himfelf zealoufly to pre- 

judice others againft the evidences and contents of the 
‘gofpel, became 2 zealous preacher, and an ornament of the 
Feligion he had once denied and defpifed. In 1741, the 
Doetor publithed fome Pratical Difcourfes on R: - 
tion, In 1745, he publifhed another practical treatife, 
entitled, ¢¢ Rife and P: is Religion in the 
Soul, illuftrated in a Courfe of ferious and praGtical Ad- 
dreffes, fuited to Perfons of every Character and Circum= 
ftance; with a devout Meditation or Prayer added to cach 
chapter.” Dr. Wasts had projeéted fach a work himfelf, 
but his growing infirmities prevented his execution of it. 

le reccramended it, therefore, to Dr. Doddridge, imagin- 
ing him the fitteft perfon of his acquaintance to execute it 
in a manner that would be acceptable and ufeful to the 
world. It was with fome reluétance he undertook fuch a 
work, amidft his many other weighty concerns, But Dr. 
Watts's heart was fo much fet upon the defign, and he 
urged his undertaking it with fo mach importunity, that 
he could not deny his requeft, after having been honored. 
with his friendfhip for many Phat) and receiving much 
affiitance and encouragement him, in fev of his 
undertakings for the good of the church. After this 
work was finifhed, Dr. Watts revifed as much of it as his 
health would admit. It is, indeed, a body of practical di- 
vinity and chriftian experience, and contains, as it were, 
the fubftance of all the Author’s preaching ; and, confi- 
dering how comprehentive it ig, there is hardly any fingle 
treatile which may be more ferviceable to young mini- 
ftere and ftudents. 

Befides thefe, he publithed ‘* Two Sermons on Salvation 
by Grace ; feveral Single Sermons, fome on particular occa- 
fions, and Charges delivered at the Ordination of fome of 
his Brethren.” ‘There were circumftances relating to each, 
that led him to believe they ight be ufeful to the public, 
efpecially to thofe who defired publication, or to whom 
they were firft addreffed. <¢ His plain and feriousAddrefs to 
the mafter of a family, on the important fubjeét of Famil 
Religion,” deferves particular notice, az ithas throu 4 
feveral editions, been very ferviceable to minifters, who, by 

© the hands of mafters of prayerlefs Families, 

3 them to their duty, without being expofed to 

thofe inconveniences, which a perfonal admonition might, 
in fome cafes and with fome tempers, be attended : 

the Author's reafoning is fo plain and forcible, as to leave 

-thofe inexcufable, who, after reading it, will scone 

this 
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this fhameful and pernicious neglect. Since his deceafe, 
his lefl@r pieces have been reprinted, in three {mall yo- 
Tomes: But his capital work wae, *¢ The Famil: Expe- 
fitor,” containing a Verfion and Paraphrafe of the New 
Teftament, with critical Notes, and a praétical Improve- 
ment of each Seétion, in fix volumes 4re. He had been 
preparing for this work from his entrance on the miniftry, 
Pad kept it in view in the fature courfe of his fiudies. 

Ir has been already obferved, that his works have been 
much read and efteemed in thefe kingdoms, and the colo- 
nies ; I would add, that the moft confiderable of them have 
been tranflated into foreign languages, and publifhed 
abroad. His {ermons on regeneration, falyation by grace, 
on the power and grace of Chriff, and his letter on Enuy 
prayer, have been tranflated into Dutch: The memoirs 
ot colonel Carder pte the Date Frenchy and German 

guages 3 ife rogrefe of Religion, into 
Dutch, German, Danifb and French: \t is obfervable, that 
the tranflation of it mto French was undertaken by the 

articular encouragement of the late prince and princefs of 
range, and many of the gentry of Holland. A protef- 
tant prince of the empire wrote to the undertaker of it, 

promifing to recommend it to thofe about him. Man: 

erfons of quality and rich citizens, in Germany ani 
twit lanit, were fub{cribers to it. A pious minifter of 
Wales tranfiated it into the Weicb language, that it might 
be read by thofe of his c ‘ion who did not under- 
ftand Engli/S ; and it would have been printed, could fuf- 
ficient encouragement have been procured. Some learned 
men undertook to tranflate the former volumes of the 
Family Expofitor into German; but an oppofition was 
made to its publication by fome of the Lutheran clergy, 
from an apprehenfion that his interpretation of particular 
paffages, and his refleGions them, might not agree 
with their eftablithed princi; or form of church go- 
vernment ; therefore, the perfous concerned in the tranf- 
Jation, firft publithed his fermons on regeneration, in that 
Janguage; and the moderation and candor, expreffed in 
them, quieted the oppofition, and the work was com- 
pleted. ‘Thefe writings, thus tranflated and publifhed, 
have been well recei: abroad, particularly in Holland, 
Germany, and Switzerland. Since the “Author's death, a 
volume of his hymns hath been publifhed, and his theolo- 
ical le€tures, of which fome account was given abave. 
le intended, had GOD fpared his life, to have pub- 
Jifbed a new tranflation of the minor prophets with a 
commentary 
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‘commentary on them, a fermon to children, fome facras 
mental meditations, and a differtation on the Fewi/d pro- 
felytes ; defending that opinion concerning ti is which 
he mentioned in fome of his notes upon the atts of the 
apofties. In this Jaft traét he had made confiderable pro- 
fs, but it is too imperfeét to appear in the world, Be- 
fides! works above-mentioned, he publifhed a fhort ac- 
ec at.! th: Lieof Mr. Zhemas Steffe, one of his pupils, 
+, > Jeo fome of his formons, which were printed b. 
the earneft defire of the opngregation where he was fettled, 
and a dedication of am abridgement of Mr. David 
Brainerd's’ joarnah of bia miffion among the Indians of 
New Ferfey and Penfitvania, to the honorable fociety for 
promoting chriftian knowledge in the highlands of Scatland, 
and in popith and infidel parts of the world, by which fo- 
ciety Mr. Brainerd was employed in this work, and of 
which fociety our Author was one of the correfpondin, 
members. le alfo publifhed a fmall piece of Mr. Some’s 
concerning inoculation of the fmall-pox, which was 
‘written and publifhed principally to remove the common 
objedtion, from a religious fcruple. In 1748 he revifed 
the expofitory works and other remains ofthe excellent 
archbifhop Leighton, and tranflated his Latin prelection:, 
which were printed together in two volumes at Edinbus gh. 
‘The archbithop’s comm upon the firft epiftle of Sc. 
Peter hath Gince been reprinted, under the infpection of the 
reverend Mr. Foffer, at London. 
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E are nrg 29 fom. of 5 Mian, of whom it is not 

eafy to with juftice, without fecming to 

border wy ¥ adnlation- ‘There is alfo au additional Sai. 
culty, which attends the Chriftian Biographer, when he 
aims to defcribe the charaCtere of extraordinary men, and 
which the writers of otRer lives are generally allowed to 
forgot :—He muft fo reprefent the motives and aétions of 
the perfons he offers to view, 2s to remind his Readers, that 
they, no lefs than himfelf, are to confider the uncommon 
excellencies of fome charafters, not as refulting from the 
mere force or acumen of natural ability, but as fowing en- 
tirely from the Divine Bounty for purpofes of his own ap- 
Pointment. Otherwife, inftead of rightly placing them ina 
view 
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view for an imitation, attainable in any degree only through 

ace, or for an encouragement, reviving to the foul 
d rough the fame grace; we fhould only fet up idols, 
though idols of more worth than gold, and lead others 
aftray, as well 2s ourfelves, from the Gwe GREAT Ox- 
jeer of the chriftian life, which is Jzsus Curtst and his 
Sulncfi which filleth all in all. Interctied in Him, it is a 
‘privilege to hear of his wonderful works in or by his emi- 
nent fervants ; and it is the confirmation of the privilege 
to be enabled to imitate them. If their greces fend us 
‘upon our knees, and thereby are the means of quickening 
eur’s; we have not run over their hiftory for an die amufe- 
ment, but have made the right ufe of it, which is, the 
Spurring us on to fell.v them, who now sbrough fab and 
patience inberit the promifes. 

Mr. Jonathan Edward:* was born on the sth of Ofober, 

1703, at Windfer in the province of Connetficut, North 
America, is father was minifter_ of that place almoft 
fixty are 3 he was defcended from Mr. Richard Edwards, 
minifter of the gofpcl in Londen in the reign of Qy 
Elizabeth, by whom, it feems, his wife was employed for 
fome part of her royal attire. In fhort, by his lineage it 
appears, that his anceftors came from the weft of England, 
and allied themfelves, upon their emigration, to fome of 
the beft families in the New Country, whither they 
came. 

Our Author was entered at Yale College in 1716, and was 
made bachelor of arts in 1720, before he was feventeen 
years of age. His mental powers opened themfelves fa 
early and fo ftrong, that he read Locke's Effay upon Hu- 
man Underftanding with delight, in his fecond year at 
this college, when other boys ufually amufe theinfelves 
with Robinfon Crufor, or books of romance and amufe- 
ment. He difcovered thus early an uncommon depth, 
folidity, and penetration of mind, which found nothing 
fo pleafant to itfelf, as the exercife of its own powers. 

He lived at college near two years after taking this firft 
degree, preparing hirofelf, principally, for the facred 
fanGion, After paffing the ufoal trials, be was licenied, 














according 

nacThGre ms another aonb wri, of the ne, of Teather 
i, princi idge, who. an ex- 
Ewart pcigal of Je Golge, Ctdpe who publ an 


parts, gio. ‘The firit of which was printed in 1693, and the lat 
3703. Another writer of the fame name, Dr. Jobs Edwards, is 
worthy of remembrance for his well-known treatife « Feritas radix, 
and many other books upon thealogical fubjecte. 
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according to the cuftom of the college aud the form of re~ 
ligion in she province, to preach the gofpel as a candidate. 
in Auguft, 1722, he received a call to preach to the 
Engiifa p rians at New-York, where he continued 
with approbation above eight months. This fociery was 
then too fmali to maintain a minifter; and therefore, in 
the {pring of the year 1723, he returned to his father’s 
houfe in Conne@icut, where, during the following fummer, 
he followed his ftudies with the clofeft application. Itap- 
pears, however, that he bad a deep fenfe of chriftian. 
and minifterial profeffion upon his mind, during his abode 
at New York; that the he watched over became very 
dear to him; and that be them at laft with great regret. 
Some extracts from his own Diary will delineate more 
exactly the frame of his mind at this time; and therefore 

they are committed to a note below *. ‘ 
in 


on . 3. Dall, find by experience, that 
fet ine ete on ta Dil cattle never fe onay tae 








conf temptations 
fed to that days And to sake a ref 
iy, nnd to avoid thofe fine And fo at the beginning of every week, 
by 


month and year. I never knew before what 

‘ting our hearts upon the(e things. Tis, not to care about them, to de- 

pend upon them, ta ailict ouriclves mugh with fears of loing 

Bor pleafe ourfeives with expeétation of sini or 

BE tl conincanc of thems as ight made the fry ref 
=. Saturday, Jasuary x2, in the morning. I have this 


i 
f 
i 
: 


ny 
renewed when I was received into the communion of the church. I hav 
Deen before GOD ; and have given myislf, all that I um and have 
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In the fpring of the year 1724, having taken his maf- 
ters degree inthe year before, he was chofen tutor of 
Yale College; and he followed this duty above two years. 
Jt muft be owned, that this was an engagement of great 
confequence for a young man of twenty-one, who, by his 
early introduction to the miniftry and other avocations, 

coul 





GOD, fo wie i can chal any refpedt my own + I can challenge no 
right in m; can challenge no right in > this 

theft affeltions that aren me; neither have I any right £0 this 
body, or any of ite members: No right to this tongue, thefe handa, 
nor fect : Noright to thefe fentes, thefe eyes, thefe ears, this fine] or 
tafte, I have given myfelf clear away, and bave not retained any 
thing as my own. I have been to GOD this morning, and told Hin 
that I gave myfelf wholly to Him. I have given every power fo 
Him; fo that for the future I will challeoge no right in myfelf, in 
any refpeét. I have expre(ly promifed Him, and do now promite 
‘Almighty GOD, chat by his pace X will not I have this morning 

im, that I did take for my whole portion and felicity, 


y obedience : 
would fight with all my might again the world, the flefh, aad the de- 
Vii, tothe end of myllife. And did believe in Jifas Cry, ad receive 
him as a Prince and a Saviour; and would i 
Obedience of the gofpel, how hazardous and ditliculr forver the pro- 
feflion and praftice of it may be. That I did reveive the bieted 
Spirit ax my teacher, fanétifier and only comforter; and cherith all 

is motions to enlighten, parify, , comfort and alii me. 
‘This I have done. i pray GoD, for the fake uf Chrifi, to look. 
upon it asa (elf-dedication; and to receive me now as entirely hie 
own, and deal with me in all refpeéts as Such ; whetber he iftiicts me 
or profpers me, or whatever he pleafes to do with me, who am his, 














Now, henceforth { am not to aétin any refpeét as my own.——~I thal 
a a8 my own, if E ever make ule of auy of my puwere t0 any thing 
the gyorifying Him 


that is not to the glory of GOD, and doa’ am: 
my whole and entire bufinefe, if I murmur in the lait at alliétons 
if I grieve at the profperity of othera; if Lam any way uncharitable 
i€ Lam angry becaule of inturies ; i I revenges it I do any thing, 
purely to pleafe mylelf, or if 1 avoid any thing for. the fake of my 
fate; If Lomit any thing becau(e it it great (elf denial » LF I truft 10 
myfelf: If I take any of the praife of any that I do, or rather 
GOD does by me; or if Lam any way proud. Tajday; January 15. 
It fecmed ychterday, the day before aud Saterday, that 1 thould always 
Fetain the fame refglutions to the fame height, but alas, how foon 

I decay | ©, bow weak, how infirm, how unable todo any thing am 
1 What = poor, inconfiftent, what'a miferable wretch, without the 
siifance of GOD's Spirit! While 1 ftand, Lam ready tothink I and 
in my own ffrength, and upon my own lege; and I am ready to 

as if it were I myielf that 








triumpa over my enemies, caufed them to 
flee: ‘When alas! I am but 2 » upheld by Fefus Chrif ; 
who holds me up, and gives me to fmile to fee my enemics 


when he drives them before me; fo I laugh, as h I myfelf 
did it, when it is only Yefus Corif leads me along, and Sghts himéelr 
sgainit my enemics. And now the Lord bas a litte left mse, and bow 





«weak 
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could not have found too many opportunities for his own 
improvement: Bat the ft th of his mind overcame 
what are ufually infaperable difficulties in the way‘of the 

eratity ; and perhaps his genius aéted more forcibly 
from not being fettered with academical clogs, which other 
geniufes, of an elevated rank, could never endure, I 


weak doI find myfelft ©, let it teach me to depend lefs on myfelf, to 
be more humble, and togive more of the praife of my ability to Fe/ur 
Grif. ‘The heart of man is deceitful above ail things, and defpe- 
rately wicked ; who can know it?  & » March 2.---O, how 
saueh picatanter u humility than pridet O, tbat GOD would all me 
vith evcreding great humility, and thot he would evermore keep me 
from alt pride “The pleafurce of humility are really the malt renned 
inward aad exquilite delights in the |. How hateful is a proud 
span | haw hiafol fea worm that lift up iefelf with pri | ‘What a 
ith, Gilly, miferal ind, deceived, poor worm aim 1, wl pride 
works? Midncfdny, March 6, near fan fet, Felt the dottrincs of elec- 
tion, free-grace, and of our not being able to do any thing without 
the grace of GOD and that holinets ie entirely, throughout, the 
work of GOD's Spirit, with more pleafare than ; a 
May, 2, forenoon. Haft night T came home, after my melancholy 
ing from New-York. % have always, in every different ftate of 

life, 1 have hitherto been in, thought the troubles and difficulties of 
that ftate, pei gg aye rias gh x er aay that I ta 
be in; and when I have altered with ce of meni felf, 
Uhuve fill thought the fame 5 that the diticulties of that ftute, 
are greater than thofe of that I left lat. Lord, grant that from hence 
T may learn to withdraw my thoughts, alfeflions, deGires and expec- 
tations, intirely from the world, and may fix them upon the hea- 
vyenly flate ; where there is fulnels of joy ; where reigns heavenly, 
Serect, calm and dclightful love without alloy ; where there are con- 
tinually the deareft expreffions of their love: Where there is the 
enjoyment of the perfons loved, without ever parting: Where thofe 
Bens, who » fo lavely in this world, will really be inexpref 
iibly more lovely, end full of love to us. How fweetly will the 
Fowfiual lovers join together to Sng the Praifes of GOD and the 
Lamb! How full will it fill us with joy to think, this cnioyment, 
thefe facet exerciita,will never ceafe or come to an end, but will lafl to 
all eternity. Tburyiay, O.Zober 18, To follow the example of Mr. B--« 
who, though he mects with great difficulties, yet undertakes them 
with a fmiling countenance, ax though be thought them but little; 
and specks of them as if were very finall. Dfamlas, February 3, 
value now, that it will have on a fick 

bed 1 And frequently in my purfuits of whatever kind, let this come 
into my mind; How much fhall I value this on my death bed? 
Saturday might, Jane &._"This week hiss been x remarkable woek with 
me with refpeét to defj : perplexities, multitudes of 
enres and diftraétion of mind 5 the week Icame hither to Nrw- 
» in order to entrance upon the office of tutor of the callege. 

J have now abundant reafon 10 be convinced of the troublefomencis 
and vexation of the world, and that it never will be another kind of 
world. Twujflay, September >. By a fparingnefs in diet, and eating, 
ae such os may be, what is light and eafy of digeitiun, foal oat 
ete 
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need only mention ALi 5 and Swift, in confir- 
Sn ne ee Bee Reiko bis certainly 
not in the higheft clats of learned men; for his times, his 
auties, and his means, did not allow of fach an attain- 
ment: But he was far more happily employed both for 
himfelf and others; and he hath given fuch proofs of a 
mind uncommonly invigorated and enlightened, that it is 
matter of joy it was not engrofled by itudics, which would 
have rendered him only the admiration of a few, inftead 
of allowing him to be the inftru@or of all. He had, in 
fhort, the beft and fublimeft fort of knowledge, without 
being too much incumbered with what was unneceffary to 


or beneath his calling. 

In September 1726, he cefigned his tutorthip, in confe~ 
uence of the invitation of people at Northampron in 
‘onneficut for affiftance to his mother’s father Mr. Stoddard, 

who was the fettled minifter of the town. He was or- 

dained colleague on the 15th of Fibruary, 1727, in the 

twenty-fourth year of his age, and continued in the mi- 

niftcrial fervice there, till the 22d of Fune, 17503 when 

he was difmiffed in as cxtraordinary 2 way, and for as 
extraordinary a cau{e, as perhaps mott of our Readers ma: 
ever have heard of, * We have (fays his Biographer. 
with reipeét to this an inftructive Jeffon on the inttabiliry 
of all human affairs, and the unreafonablenefs of trustin; 

in man.” He might have faid—the unreafonablenefa o} 

fabmitting fuch a man as Mr, Edwards to the paffionare 

ignorance of the brutifh multitude. 

What feems at firft to have rendered Mr. Edwards an 
obje&t of hatred, was a citcumftance, which fJou/d have 
made him, and world have made him among perfons trul 
religious, an objet of love. Some young perfons of his 
flock had procured fome obfcene pubfications, which they 
commented upon among themfelves for their own im- 
provement in Jafcivioufreis, and which they quoted, with 
the ufua) decency of fuch perfons, for an impreffion upon 
ethers. This came in a fhort time to Mr, Edwards's ears; 
and therefore,. faking occafion, after a fermon upon Ich. 
xii. 15, 16. preached for the purpofe, to call the leadin; 
mémbers of his charge together, he informed them of 
what he had heard, and procured a confent that the Peat 

ould 


Jefs be sble to think clearer, and hall grin time, sft. Ty longth- 
ening out my life. adly. Shall need lef time for digeftien after 
meus. 3dly. Shall be able to Rudy clofer without wrong to my 
health. “gthly. Shall need lefs time to fleep. sthly. Shall icldomer 
be troubled with the head-ach.” 
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fhould be examined. A committee was appointed for this 
rpofe, and to affit the Paftor. When this was done, 
Qin Retwards appointed a time of meeting; and then read 
a lit of the names of young perfons, accufing and ac- 
cufed, without {pecifying which predicament they 
flood, who were defired to come together at his honfe. 

Upon the declaration of names, it appeared, that almoft 
all the families in the town had fome relation or other con- 
cerned in the matter; and therefore a great number of 
the heads of families not only altered their minds about 
examination, but declared, that their children, fc. fhould 
not be called to account for fuch things as thefe, The 
town was immediately in a blaze: And this fo ftrength- 
ened the hands, or hardened the faces, of the guilty, that 
they fet their Paftor at defiance with the greateft info~ 
lence and contempt. Here this affair ended: And ob- 
{cenity enjoyed its triumph, 

But ies is did not end here, Mr. Edwards’s hands 
‘were weakened ; and, we are told, that he afterwards had 
no great vifible fuccefs in his r ry, but, on the con- 
trary, that fecurity and carnality much increafed among 
his people, and the youth in particular became more 
wanton and diffolute. 

All this paved the way for fomething more. It had 
becn a ftanding opinion among this people for fore time, 
countenanced alfo by their Jate paftor, «That unconverted 

fons,’ known to be fuch by the ungodlinefs of their 
Fives, or the ignorance of divine truth intheir minds, by 
which men are known to be unconverted, ‘ had notwith- 
ftanding a right in the fight of GOD to the facrament of 
the Lord’s fupper ; and that, therefore, it was their duty 
to partake of it, even though they had no appearance of 
the Brace and holinefs, which the gofpel ftates to be infe- 
parable from true believers.’ It was fufficient, if they wero 
outward and vifible members ; ¢ fo that they, who reall: 
rejected Jefus Chriff, and difliked the golpel-way of fale 
vation in their hearts, and knew that this was true of them- 
felves, might (inconceivable as it appears) make the pro~ 
feffion withoyt lying and hypocrify.’ 

‘To the common inconveniences always attending a na= 
tional church, where it is impoffible to examine every 
man’s profeffion, or to keep him from difgracing it, here 
is an addition becoming the difciples of Jgnatins of Loyola, 
by which men may be hypocrites without the guilt by- 
pocrify, and lyars without the imputation of fa. A cou 
‘venient fort of principfe indeed to men of a certain cot 2: 

19 
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but by no means to thofe, who are never to, forget, that 
Soruication and all uncleannefs—/bould not be even named 
‘amougfi them, as becometh faints. See Eph. v- 3s 43 5» 6, 7+ 
.. Edwerds had long been uneafy upon the prevalenceof 
this principle, which, 1 believe, no church of Chriff ever 
avowed, and upon his own yielding to the example of his 
wedeceffor and to a praétice fettled before he came hither. 
Pils doubts and inquretude (as might be expected from fo 
gracious a Man) increafedupon him, anddrove himat length 
to a thorough inveftigation of the fubjeét; the refalt of 
which was (and how could it be orherwife?) an abfolute 
conviction of the error, and a firm determination to ex- 
pofe it. He faw, ‘ that to be a vifible Chriftian was to 
put on the vifibility or appearance of a rea/ chri in; that 
the profeffion of chriftianity was a profefion of that, in 
which real chriftianity confifts ;” and that, therefore, as 
the Lord’s fupper was intended for real chriftians, none 
ht to come to it, who were not at leaft profeflors of 
tell chriftianity, and to whem no imputation of allowed 
ungodlinefs could juftly be made. 

‘he declaration of his mind upon this head, among 
fuch a kind of men, raifed an immediate clamor, and put 
this town into as great 2 ferment, as the preaching of an 
holy apoftle had long before occafioned at Ephefis, They 
were all in an uproar; and Difmifs bim, fess bim, was 
the univerfal cry of men, women, and elders. He had 
touched a favorite fin, and a favorite principle which pro~ 
teed it: And (what was a very great truth, though not 
in their fenfe of it) he was no longer fit to be their paftor, 
He attempted to reafon with them calmly; but he breathed 
againft the winds. They knew well enough, that their 
views were by no means fabje@&s of cool di 
there is no man fo bafe or fo ftupid as to believe, that 
iniquity can be fanétified by reafon or revelation; and 
therefore, the bufinefs was to be bellowed down with the 
force of lungs, against which it is fcarce pofiible for the 
gentle voice of meeknefs and wifdom to be heard in op- 
potion. 4 

Mr. Edwards, when they would not hear him, withed 
to refer the matter to impartial judges out of the vortex 
of this noify faftion; but this would not anfwer their de- 
figns of confufton and the meditated ruin of Mr. Edwards, 
more than the former propofal. He attempted to difcufs 
the matter in a courfe of , which he began for the 
purpofe; but they would not hear him. Rebellion, like 
she fin of witchcraft, as a prophet hath obferved, aa 

b= 
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ftubbornnefs to their iniquity, and diffafed itfelf fo uni« 
verfally among thefe peoples that there was not a tenth 
of the whole, which did not declare againft him, So fro- 
‘ward is the multitude at all times under the inflammation 
of nonfenfe and wickednefa ; that no conciliations, urged 
with truth ad calmnefs even for their own intereft, can 
claim or receive a moderate attention. While the hot ft 
lafts, medicaments like oil do only heighten the fame. 

How often did he ufe all means in his power to reduce 
them at leaft to a calm, if not a charitable, temper; to 
hear and weigh, with a little attention, what he had tofay 
for himfelf; and not to condemn him, were it only for their 
own fakes, without fome fhadow of a reafon! But his 
meeknefs and modefty were treated as conceffions againft 
himfelf, and only raifed the infolence and fury of his ad~ 
verfaries, inftead of lowering them into peace, Nothing 
would ferve their turn, (how highly foever azninft their 
fpiritual and real interefts) but an abfolute ieparation 5 
and they, who difagrced re, agrced with lies and con- 
tumclies to promote this mean and unjuft defign, in the 
true fpirit of injuftice and meannefs. Their excellent 
Paftor had written againft the liberty of the will in divine 
concerns; but thefe unrcafonable men were refolved he 
fhould fee}, that it Bad liberty enough todo him evil in his 
a ae he ‘ds, deploring their unh: id 

tr. rd, loring their unhappy temper, an 

finding all_methods Ineffeerual to retrain the torent of 
virulence, flander, and falfhood rolling upon him, at length 
yielded to a low artifice of thefe men in packing a council, 
compofed of people like themfelves, which foon come to 
2 refolution for his difmiffion. Only twenty out of above 
two hundred, who voted upon this occafion, were for Mr. 
Edwards; and therefore he was expelled, with all rhe 
marks of an inexpreffible rancor, on the the 22d of “fune, 
1750. 

‘Thus had thefe wretched people the lafting infamy of 
endeavoring to ruin one of the meekeft and humbleft of 
men, and the moft able and celebrated divine, who hath 
‘az yot been born in 4merica.—But they knew not their 
own mercies; and it would he well, if yet they knew 
them.—Such a Man, as Mr. Edwards, would impart ho- 
nor to any country or profeffion, and be readily embraced 
by all: Plow dificult is itthen to relle@, without fome 
indignation, that a perfon of his uncommon worth fhould 
be made the {port of wayward ignorance, or be baffled by 
the cunning intrigues of an ungodly party, or be orer 

awe 
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awed by the infolent clamors of a Jicentious moh! How 
much ig it to beregretted, that thefe, who fhould have been 
ruled by bim according to the gofpel, fhould arrogate 
to themfelves the place of rulers; that they, who fhould 
have difened to his gracious inftructions, fhould fancy 
themfelves toe wife to be taught; and that, by thas in- 
verting the order of things, they fhould have power to 
open for themfelves a door to faction, and to all the con- 
{quences of faétion—tumult, mifrule, nonfenfe, and anar- 
ch: 

"The few abhorrers of this atrocious act entered an 
unavailing proteft againft it. The good Man, fhocked 
rather for his enemies than for himfelf, preached a moft 
folemn and affe@ting farewell difcourfe, which was after- 
wards publifhed, on 2 Cor. 4 on which he raifed this 
dotrine, ‘* “Chat minifters and the people who have been 
under their care, muft mect one another at the tribunal of 
Cbrif.”—A very foleron truth it fhould be to thofe, who 
difregard other tribunals; but it did not at all affect thefe 
people, who had renounced their allegiance to juflice, 
trath, and reafon. 

This malice of his enemies, raifed againi him (it muft 
ever be remembered, for the honor of the gofpel and him- 
felf) ONLY FoR HI6 REsisTinG SEN, did noe ftop here, 
‘When there was no preacher to fupply the pulpit at times, 
he chearfally gave them his fervice, rather than it fhould 
be empty, or any means fhould be wanting for, their 

od, “This kindnefs, which would have conctliated more 
Ingenuous and gracious minds, only increafed the diaho- 
lic flame kindled in their's; infomuch that they called 
their town together, and voted, that he fhould preach 
among them no more. And fo they frequently went 
without preaching, rather than have the free miuiftra- 
tions of a Man, of whom the world itfelf-was not worthy. 
—~-But thefe are the bleffings of an abfolute democracy 

‘Thus ended his fervice of near four-and-twenty years 
for an .undifcerning and ungrateful people, who had been 
much upon his heart, and whom he had always cx~ 
preffed a very tender concern. ‘ For their good he was 
always writing, contriving, laboring; for them he had 
poured out ten thoufand fervent  prayeres and in their wel~ 
fare he had rejoiced as one that findeth great fpoil.” Yet 
all their deteftable condu& did not alter the frame of his 
mind. ‘ Hiacalmnefs and fedatenefs, his meeknefs and 

under the moft injurious treatment, his refolu- 
‘conduc in the whole affair, were truly baer 
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ful, and cannot be fer in fo beautiful and affecting a fi, 
b "any defcription, as they appeared in to his fri ° 
who werseye-witnelfes.” 3 5 

"This incomparable Man was now in the decline of life, 
and with little or no income befides his ftipend; and this 
throws the greateft light upon his faithfulnefs and fince~ 
rity : Nor had he the views of fupport from another ap- 
pointment; for he knew not how far the malice of his 
people might extend to prevent it, or the prejudice of his 
difmiffion operate againit him elfewhere : Nor was he ca- 
pable (alas! what a pity he fhould be driven to think of 
‘to take up any other bufinefs for a fupport. Thus 
beenary and difgrace were before him. But he had a good 

£; and he knew, that he was d. He had com- 
fort from bim in his foul; and in a short time fuftenance 
by his Providence for the wants of himfelf and his houfe~ 
hold. Afhamed at this unparalleled bafenefs to fo excel- 
Jent a Man, his friends, or rather the friends of godlinefs, 
adminiftered to his relief: And he was foon after appointed 
to the miffion at Stockbridge; but not before fome other 
infolent and bitter attempts been made to marder his 

tation, as well as to deprive him of bread. 

The voluntary retraétation of one man, though a ring- 
Jeader in this iniquitous bufinefs, ought to fave him from 
being involved in the common infamy. The remorfe of 
Mr. ‘Fofeph Hawley, while it entitles him to our forgive- 
nefs, confirms, and in the ftrongeft language too, both 
Mr. Edwards's innocence and the turpitude of his com- 
en Fe thefe reafons we fubjoin it in a note for the 

re 











Mr. 


‘eee ies «To the Rev. Mr. HALL of Sutten. 

bd ro Northampton, May 9, ie 

ect are sen wie het ery mena of he te nica 
fat in yy it “- 

Cacee belans our Sener nah motte abl gerrend Toa, 

Yenathan Edwar.is andthe church here) whereof pes mente) 


L fay Sir, I have often withed every of traly my real 

‘of my own conduét in the affairs that the one and the Of Said 

councils are privy toy and as I have ay it to be my 

dugy nat qnly to hum before what was unchriftian 
finful, in my conduét faid councils, but alfo to confefs my 

faults to them, fhame to myfelf therefore before them. 

have often, with myielf in what manner it i 

sne to do ity and when I , Sir, and Mr. Baton, 

(were tobe af Cald Spring at the time of their Ite’ 
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Mr. Edwards, who was able to fhine in the feats of 
learning, and fome time hence was called to prefide over 
one, was now delegated to the inftrnétion of (avage Indians 
at ag Stockbridge. This place is in’the weticrn part of 

Maffacbnfet's ‘Bay, and about- fixty miles fiom Mr. 
former refidence at Northampton. He was fixed 





thought of in which reflectione on myfcif touching the matters 
aioe hlased ‘ses sxighe seicated be ol oF aoe ate 
tlemen Tie did'vor nade fa this covery: But you know, 


aforefaid, 

Sir, how difficult it us for us to converie t by ourfelves when 

at Celd Spring, without giving umbrage hat peoples 1 therefore 
Propoted writing ‘apon matte which fhe unity 
‘only moft fomenar to foggelty which you Sir, Sgnifed would be 
agreeable to therefore now undertake what Propated, 
iFwhich I humbly alk the divine aid 5 ‘and that I may be made moft 
freely willing fully to confefe my fin and guilt to you and the world 


in thofe inftances which T have reafon to fuppof under your no- 
Son aes a Basch Public and notorious trania¢tions, and on account 
ree Sir, and all others who had ige 
Tet iad uc to be ied Aw > she frit place, 
fir, I apprehend that, people of Northampton, 
cored execeding ic ig and fal that 
fhould he Sy early 6 dices ‘Mrs Euwards from hie paftoral rela~ 
tion to us, even uj that he was really in a miftake 
in the difputed TO ee oe ‘becaufe the difpute was upon matters 
very le at the greateft om fon 
damental, but becaule Mr. Edwards had ay himéelf a 
soft faithful and painfal to faid chi + alfo changed his 
Sareeeats in tie oblae py Seon 5 tear oreebenpl gree 
Sia fo bs eouth 5 and had made known his fentiments wit 


yn great deliberation, againit all worldly motives, 
Sel fom mere: det fo hi gewt Maer, tad a fender regard to to the 
fouls of bis flock, as we had the higheit reafon to judge: Which conf 








erations now feem to me faficient and would Git we had been of 
pte have ly endeared him to his people, and made us, to 
the a Rian to paring with ims and difpofed us to the 
exercife of the greateft candor, gentlenefs and 


miuch of the reverie whereof speared in us, I need Dot cell you, Sirs 
who was an cye-witmefa of our temper and conduct. And altho 
it does not become me to Pronounce decifively on a point fo dilpatable 
ore then in difpute 1 beg leave to fy, hat Tresily ap 
that it is of ehe it to the body of this church, 
and to me in particular, taghel met to enquires whether like the 
Pharifees and lawyers in Jobe Bagtif's time we did not reject the 
counfel of GOD againft ourielves, in ing Mr. Edwards and his 
doétrine : Which was the ground of his And E bumbly 
conceive that it highly imports us all of h, mest foriowlly 
examine what that molt worth; ard able divine 
SBout Saat finde pa ame. whaeby he being 
dead yet fpeaketn. Bi ir, « fpecially im 
my ns wn particular condndt before the firtt pat which Lave bem 
oF great griet, grief and much troubie to me aimour ever fince, 
fowk, In the Place, I confels, Six, that I ated very immodelty 
Vou. fv. x 
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here on the 8th of Augef, 115%s 3 and here he continued 


his labors, in more peace nefs than he had ever 
known before, for fix years. In this interval, old as he 
‘was, he made greater attainments in knowledge, and wrote 
more forthe church of GOD, than he had ever been able 
to do, within the fame {pace of time, during the’ former 


part 
and sbulively to you, st wells injusfoully to the church and mySilf, 
when with Sue ‘becoming afforsnce, Imoved ecouncl 


thae the would interpol to ficoce atl fap you ia a 
wumacngone me to the people, wherein wan, HE dae 
them to a ter remembrance of 
the former aiection on sn arny hatha lng igs Crtren 
ihn ta thi reer Par, an ¢ comfort and profit 
Sime ee erase 
Re which Bir, 1 forgivenefs; and I think, that we 
‘ought, i 22 exhortstion of that nature, to have 
frag! it with eh Banktuinets. Another lar of my condutt 


Brcougudy oppatig the sijournment of the ears obmlied ane 

° e 

cquneil, for about two months y for which 1 declare 

fe = ‘and { with ihame remember, that I did ie in a pee 
etd, ‘vehement, and very immodett manner, "But, bir, 

the mot part of my conduét at that time, that I am con- 


lou of unm aay suiting to that coun ft of arguments in 
writing, the yhereof was to prove the reafonablenefs and ne- 
Of Mr. Edwards's dismiffion in cafe no accommodation was then 


Jefe and fanderous imputations on Mr. Edward:, and expreffed in 


bireer zd aio Bi foe orginal drat thereof wap not done 
‘me, yet I fooli fented to copy it; and, as agent 
ha the Church, te read it and deliver it to the council, which f sould 
core Nae eee 2 pas at ee ee things s 
‘Which conduét of mine, I confefs was very finful y am pertt 

was bighly provoking to’ "GOD, ana Yor whith Tam aihackeds cont 
Founded, and bave nothi to’ anfer. As to the church’ remaon- 
ftrance (as it was called) wi thee preferred to the laft 


OF Gaid Gouncliy foall uch T war was Conionting, abd in the comspotiag: 
in bru the church to their 

ber ing in that fail part of it which Tinialy diese 
member any thing in that art of it _ 
of the ¢ ‘Edvoardi's re-iettlcment here 


Sctisia thet any part was wholly Pec) ewan every whose larded wish 
was was wi 
Han bifternet, fareatuccl, amd wnmannesly faiimuations, com, 
seria Bn Eten: Patch T have face got reaies — = 
a to 
maymscis de st pass 
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of fife. In this retirement, he compofed his 

and moft valuable works: So that when, in his 

own judgement, as well as that of others, -his ufefulnefs 

feemed to be cut off; he found greater opportunities of 

more fafting fervice than ever. A pleafing calm, after fo 
grievous a florm, to hisplacid mind! 6 

2 ry 


ail indiferiminately all of which (if not wholly faife and groundlef) 
yet were al ‘unnecelfary, and therefore highly eritiual. In 
deed Lee ly convinced, that the whole of that com fare, except- 
ing the finall part thereof above mentioned, was 

eandalous, abutive, injurious libel, againit Mr. 


particular 

Ucefable in the ght of GODs for which Le early tong and 

aftamed 5 yy I may remember it with deep abalement and pe- 
say days. Ne Nor do I now think that the church's conduét 
ality dere, Net So T gow sink, cas che church the 

one, ions in faid remonttrance again® Mr- de 

and faid brethren, which they demanded, was ever vindicated by all 


that 

to che endl 
Bier belore hid cGanetly sie mecoliily fa for gave ther counel jar 
iain a anil I own with rvow and regret a gaat I neal sn 


ntly refute to appear Before 
for the purpote abovcfd wech T humhiy’ pray GOD 
to to forgive. nother part of my conduet, Sit» of which L have long 


and for which I hereby declare my my 
Siliasee oppofition to the inf counes sy cuaferonce with he 


church ; which fhid council esrnetly and ea repeatedly imoved for, and 
which the church finaly, ‘denied. (ax you know) 1 think i Aiveovered 
2 great deal of pride and vain faiiciency io the church, 
them to be very opiniative, efpecially the chief iticklers, one of 
whom T own T wat, und think it was running & molt prefumpruoue 
rifk, and aéting the part of proud fcorners, for us to refule hearing 
and candidly and ferioufly confidering what that council could fay 
or propofe to us; among whom there were divers juftly in. great re- 
tation for and wifdom. In thefe inftances, Sir, of my con- 
tne, and others (to which you was not rn) in the courfe oF thie 











moft melancholy contention with Mr. is, wherein I now fee 
ther. ‘I was very ‘much influenced by watt ic, felf-fufficiency, ambi- 
Hon and vanity. I appear to myfelf vil vad doublet mach more 
fo tbh others who are more is do, in the review thereof, 
abhor myfelf, and repent forely s And i ‘And if my own heart condemns 
it behoves me folemaly to t GOD is greater, 
knoweth all things: And i beer ewe ‘Sir, that fuch treatment of 
Mr. Edwards, a8 is herein before mentioned, whercin I waa fo 


concerned and aftive, was particularly and very aggravated); 
Vand ungratefl in me; beat F was nor only under the com 
obligations of each individusy of the fociety to him, as a moft 
hie, ay t and faithfal paftor ; but 1 had alfo received many in- 
his tendernefs, gooduefs, and generofity te me, at 2 young 
Ringeas, whan he wae fpofed to treat in a moft friendly manner. 
Sndeed, ‘Six, I wut own, that by my condaét in confulting and 
aering 
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On the dosth Mr. mghed Barr, eee oe New 
fay Co which was on a4tl td 
Jerlo Colic, whituminary did themfelves the honor of 
choofing Mr. Edwards to fucceed him. As this was un- 
Solici and unexpected, it gives great eredit to both 
fides. But our excellent Author was fo far from deGring 


Bing aguint Mr, Edward: within the time of our oft unkay 
ifn with hits, and efpec in and about inate Pe 


‘our Saviour, 

‘Matth. xvili. 6, and thole in Lake xth, atthe 16th: And I am moft fore- 

fenGible that nothing but that infinite grace and mercy, which faved 
Bane of tha betrayers’and caurderere offer 

pet ee Take of Chrift wrdon mess Cbietiea ath ee GO clean- 

h from all fin. On the whole, Sir, I am convinced, thet I have the 
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this preferment, that it was with difficulty he could be 
igi ue to accept it; modeftly and unaffettedly al- 





is own infufficiency, ill health, and difufe to that 
ki life. At length, upon the arguments and perfi 
fions of his brethren in the miniitry, }re did accept of this 
prefidency, and went from Stockbridge Lo Prince-Tewn im 


3 Januarys 


Edevards, and clear it of all the aff which we uniufity cat upon 
him; fince GOD has Som plauel taper i bejund cur power tora 
his forgivenets,, Such terme I'am periuaded the great and righteous 
GOD will hold us to, and thar it will be in vain for ue to 
Ghape with impunity in any other way. This Tam convinesd of 
with regard to myfelf, and this way I'm ‘mmott lolemnly prupofe to take 
to myfeiF GF GOD in his give me opportunity) that fo 
by making free confetion to G 5Op aed fren of my tn tnd ‘lt, and. 
Publicly aking thame to myfelf therefore, I may give glory ¢o the 
ID of Ijraci and do what in me lies, to clear mernory of that 
venerable man from the and inyurics I was fo sétive in 
bringiog on his reputation a and a Saradter 5 and I thank GOD that he 


om id ty that tba Tha e deayed ae fae tony "Aulhough 
time, and em t I have the affair fo thous 
Trade the fubltance of almolt all the foregoing rellettions in weit. 
ing, but not exaétly in the fame manner to Mr. SJavari's and the brew 
thren who adi him, in Mr. Edward's life, and before he re- 
and I have reafon to believe that he, fem bi brs 
candor and charity, heartily forgave me and prayed’ for 

et becaufe that was not Wy known, I look on iny’ citebligedso 
take further fheps; for while 1 kept filence, my bones waxed old, &e. 
For all chef my great fins therefore, in the frit place, I humbly and 
molt camefly af forgivenets of GOD; nexily, Of the relatjves and 
neur friends of Mr. Lalio afk the torgivencis of all thofe 
who were called Mr. Edwards's adherents; and of all the membera of 
the ecclefiaftical councils above-mentioned ; and Iafily, uf ull chri 
























an » Who aye had any knowledge of the matters abovefiid, or 

any of them. I have nodefire, Sir, that you thowid make any fecret 

of” thie eter bat defire you would cominunica‘e the fame to whom 
you hall judge proper; and I Gf GOD fhall give me opport 

p pobliadd in ive ane of Far pubis ews= 


nity) ty) te provure 3 it to be 
papers; for I can’t devife any other way of making known my fen~ 
Fimente of the foregoing matters to all who ought to be acquainted 
therewith, and Sneteione I tisk Y to do it, whatever remarke 

I may forefee will be made thereon. Probably when it comes, cut, 
fome of my acquaintance will pronouace me quite over-ran with va- 
pors; others will be! 
others will curforily pats it over, us relating to matters quite 

diaded will rejoice to fer me brought to a fenfeof 

my fin and duty; and I myfelf thall be confcious that I have done 
fomething of what the nature of the cafe admits, towards undoing 
what ia, and long has been, to my greateft remorfe and trouble that 
it was ever done. Siz, I deGire that none would entertain « 


it 
having refgetifully of Mr. Edwerds, that Tam ditaf- 
RAG gtr pede Por the ist have 


pattor and 
areverend efteem, real value, and hearty affeétion for him, and bled 
it 
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1758. But, alas! the end of his labors on earth 
Temeerys TT Seag. Ele had only preached two or three 
fermons, not having entered ly upon the duties of his 
new office, before he was called to a higher place and to 
better fervice. The {mall-pox, which hath always been 
unufually fatal in America, had infefted Prince-Town, which 
induced the phyfician of the place to advife him to be in- 
oculated, with the confent of the corporation. Accord- 
ingly he was inoculated, on the 13th of February, and his 
dibider at firft feemed to be favorable; but a fever coming 
on, and the puftules laying much in his throat, no proper 
medicines could be adminiftered, and therefore the vio- 
lence of it raged, till it put an end to his mortal life, on 
the 22d of A¢arch, 1758, in the fifty-fifth year of his age. 

‘When he was fenlible, that death was approaching, he 
called his daughter (who was the only part of his family 
Sthich had yet removed with him,) and addreffed her id 
the following words: ‘* Dear Lucy, it feems to me to be 
the will of GOI), that I mutt fhortly leave you: There- 
fore, give my kindeft love to my dear wife, and tell her, 
that the uncommon union, which has fo long fubfifted be- 
tween us, has been of fuch a nature, as I truft is fpiritual, 
and therefore will continue for ever. TI hope the wilt be 
fopported under fo great a trial, and fabmit chearfully to 
‘the willof GOD. And as to my children, you are now 
Tike to be left fatherlefs, which 1 hope will be an induce- 
ment to you all to feek 2 Father, who will never fail you.” 
He defired that hie faneral might be attended with no pa- 
rade (as is ufual in America,) but rather fomething be 
given to the poor. He could fay but little i his ficknefs, 
owing to the nature and feat of his diforder; butjuft at the 
Jai, when farrounded by friends lamenting their own lofe 
and that of the church and college, he faid, to their great 
furptize, us they did not imagine he heard them or could 
peak himtelf; ** Zruff in GOD, and ye nesd not fear :” 

id then, alnoft literally, fell afleep in Jesus. 

It is with regret, that we cannot lay before our Readers 
many ftriking paffages of this gracious Soul's converfion, 
Jife, “and miniftry, which are preferved and left behind 

him. 
tp facceed Mr. Edwards, who, (as Ihave reafon to hope) is truly 
faithful. I conclude this inne’ Ser, by heartily defring Jou prey 
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him. We will give, however, as much as we can; for fuch 

men do not arile too o} 2 atx, 
‘Though he was of a tender and delicate conftitution, 
yet few ftudents are capable of clofe application more 
hours in a day than he. He commonly {pent thirteen 
hours every day in his ftudy. His moit ufual diverfion in 
the fummer was riding on horfehack and walking, He 
would commonly, unlefs diverted by company, ride tro 
or three tniles after dinner to fome loncly grove, where he 
would difmount and walk awhile. At which times he ge- 
nerally carried his pen and ink with him, to note any 
thought that thould be faggefted, which he chofe to retain 
and purfue, as what promifed fome light on any important 
fubje&t. In the winter he was wont almoft daily to take 
an axe and chop wood moderately for the {pace of half an 
hour or more. He had an uncommon thirft for know- 
Jedge, in the purfuit of which he Spared not coft or pains. 
He read all the books, efpecially books of divinity, that 
he could come at, from which he could hope to get any 
help in his purfuit of knowledge. And, in this, he con- 
fined not himfelf to authors of any particular fect or deno- 
mination; but took much pains to come at the books of 
the moft noted writers, who advance a {cheine of divinity 
moft contrary to his own principles. But he ftudied the 
Bible more than all other books, and more than moft other 
divines do. His uncommon acquaintance with the Bible 
appears in his fermons, and in moft of his publications + 
ind his great pains in ftudying it are manif ft in his ma- 
nufcript notes upon it. fe was thought by tome, who 
had but a flight acquaintance with him, to be (tiff and un- 
fociable ; but this was owing to want of better acquatint~ 
ance. He was not a man of many words indeed, and was 
fomewhat referved among ftrangers and thofe, on whofe 
candor and friendfhip he did not know he could rely, But 
how groundlefs the imputation of ftiff and unfociable was, 
his known and tried friends beft knew. he: ways 
found him only of accefs, kind and condcfeending ; and 
though not talkative, yet affable and free. Among fuch 
whofe candor and friendfhip he had experienced, he threw 
off the referve, and was moft open and free ; quite patient 
of contradi@ion, while the utmoft oppofition was made to 
his fentiments, that could be by any plaufible arguments 
or objections. His converfation with his friends was 
always favory and profitable: In this he was remarkable, 
and almoft fingular. He was not ufed to fpend his time 
with them, in fcandal, evil {peaking and back-biting, or 
io 
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in. foolith jefting, idle chat, and telling ftories: But his 
Jn Sool erin: Oe Sait, which beingeth forth wifdom, 
and his lips difperfed knowledge. Hin tongue wag as the 
of a ready writar, while he converfed about important, 
wealy, divine things, which his heart was fo full of, in 
fach a natural and free manner, as to be moft entertaining 
and infirutive: So that none of his friends could enjoy his 
company without inftragtion and | profit, uniefs ic was by 
their own fault. le kept himfelf quite free from world! 
cares. He gave bimfelf wholly to work of the minif~ 
try, and entangled not himfelf with the affairs of thiy 
Jie. He left the particular over-fight and direction of the 
temporal concerns of his family, almoft entirely to Mrs. 
Edwards; who was better able than moft of her fex to 
take the whole care of them on her hands. He was lefe 
acquainted with moft of his temporal affairs chan many of 
his neighbors ; and feldom knew when and by whom his 
forage for wintcr was gathered in, or how many milk 
Kinehe had, whence his table was furnithed, &¥c. 
Asto his fecret lite and walk with GOD, we muft refer 
the Readet to his Diary which he left behind, fome extracts 
ot which as a fpcecimen we take leave to offer in the note 


blow". 
Prefident 


* The fir that I remember, that ever I found any thing of that 
fort of inward, facet dexght in GOD and divine thingr, that I have 
Used natch in fince, was on reading thote words, 1 Tun.i. 17. ¢ Now 
ute the tug etcrnal, saemerioly wwuyfile, the only aufe GOD, be 
four und gir, fer star and coer, dmcec Ast read the words, 
there cane into my soul, and was aut were diffufed through it, a fenfe 
ut the glory or toe divine beng; a new fenfe, quite different, from 














anything J ever experienced ‘Never any words of {cripture 
feemcd tu joe as theie words did. Ithought with myfelf, how cx- 
cellent a Being that wav; and how Tfhould be, 61 might en- 


Joy that GOD, and be wiapt upto GOD in heaven, and be as it were 
fwallowedt up in him. I kept faying, and as it were finging over 
thole word, of (cripture to myfelt, and went to prayer, to pray £0 
GOD that I mightenjoy him; and im @ manner quite t 
from what I ultd to do; with a new of sffebion.. But it never 
came into my thought, that there was ing fpiritual, or of a 
faving naturein thise. Not long after T Set began fo Experience thet 
things, I gave an account to my father, of fome things that had paffed 
in py mind. | 1 was pretty muck slfetied by theditGourfe we bad to- 

: was I walked abroad alone, 


itempplation. And 
ac I wos walking there, had looked up the thy and sloude; dhere 
GOD, that { know not how to eed to te ee Eee Sa 
a fweet coniunétion: Maiefty and meeknefs joined together: It was a 
fweet and gentle, and holy maety; and sifo » mejeftic mocknefbs 
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Prefident Edwards left many MS. volumes, oreitan, 
amifcellancoufly, upon almoft every fubjeé in divinity, not 
for publication, but for his own improvement. le is’ 
faid to have commented largely upon feveral difficult 
fages in the Bible, not explained faily by others, and to 
have thrown mgch light upon them. If thofe, who poiiet 


an awful fweetnels 5 a big he 2 and nd Brats and holy gentiencfe. After 
this my Sealb of divine ually increafed, and became more 
and morelivey, and bad more o ‘of chat inward fweetnefs. The ap- 
pearance of every thing was altered+ There fcemted to be, as it were, 
calm, fweet calt, or appearance of divine glory, ia, thnot, eve: 
thing.’ GOD's exeellency, his wifdom, hie por 
Sica tres cand 
bat 3 inthe gra(s, Sowers, trees; in the water, and 
‘wed greatly to fix my mind. { often ufed Mea eatcite 
fhemonn for along time, and fo in the day time, fpent much time 
in ewingg the clouds and fky, to behold the fwect glory of GOD 
jn thefe things: In the mean time Singing fate with a low voice, my 
Fontemplations of the creator and =, And fearce any thing 
among all the works of nature, was fo {weet to me as thunder and 
fightning. Formerly, nothing had been fo terrible tome. I ufed to 
a perfon uncommonly te with thunder: And it ufed to firike 
me with terror, when I faw a thunder-ftorm oak But now s on 
fhe contrary, it rej rp me. ] felt GOD at the firl ofa 
hander-iturm. ufed to take the opportunity at iuch timoe, to 
fe myfcif to view the cow and fee tne lightnings play, nnd hear 








the majeftic and awful voiceof GOD's thunder: Which offen times 
‘was exceediny eatereaning, | Jeading me to {weet contemy latices of 
may great and glorious GO) ‘while I viewed, uf nd 


my time, as it always feemed natural to me, to fing or chant forbaay 
meditations; to {peak my thoughte in foliloquies, and fpeak with a 
Singing voice. The delights which I now felt in things of religion, were 
of an exceeding different kind, from thofe frementioned, that T had 
whenI wasaboy. They were totally of another kind ; and what r 
then had no more notion or idea of, than one bo n blind has o 
and beautiful colours. ‘They were of a more inward, purty eulcauhe 
mating andrefrething nature. ‘Thofe former delights never reached, 
the benre; and did ast arife from any fight of the divine excellency of 
the $hingsof GOD or any tafte of the foul-fatisfying, and Tite giving 
in them. My fenfe of divine things feemed ually to 
H al) Tent to preach at New-Yerk; which was about » year 
Twas there, J felt them, very 
fenfibly, in an mush aie than, Thad done before. My long 
i ‘OD and fe were mach. ‘intreafed. Pure and humt 
and i COD wa chriftianity, 


and conformed to ae Slcted image of Cort 








ion with Cbrif. My mind wpa very much taken up with contem- 
Pistions ca heaven, sod the of thofe 1 i aad eng 
there ix i andlovs. And it 
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hia papers, would publith thefe after the manner of Effixs, 
which they might eafily do; it would doubtlefs be an ace 
ceptable prefent to the religidus world, and meet with 


encouragement. 
His Works, publifhed. ‘¢ I, A Sermon preached at 
Bofton, on. Cor. i. 29, 30, 31~ 11. A Sermon preached at 


orthampton, 
Shue Bane cee tore feapecared terme s grest 
ts t to It ay ie 8 great 
clog and hindrance and burden to to me, char what I fle within, Ecould 
not exprefs to GOD, and give vent to, ss Idefired. The inward 
ardor of sny foul to be hiv pent up, and could not 
Er hee art sabe tae oe ae Se 
this tweet princi “ vent and exprefs 
Heaven ‘to me exceeding wa of love. It 
appeared tome, tht all happineis in living in pure, hum- 
je, heavenly, divine love. Holinefs, as I then wrote down fome of 


aay contempiations on appeared ‘to me to be of a fweet, pleafant, 
charming, ‘torene, 1 feemed ‘to me, it brought an 
inex: He pat Baigheet, fulnefe and rarihment to 
The fouls And that ie sade the foullike » field or garden of GOD, 
with all manner of pleatant fowcra; that is all pleafant, delightful 
and undsfturived 5 eneying a {eect calm, and the gently vivifying 
beams of the fun, ‘The foul of a tre chriflian, as {then wrote my 
meditations, appeared like fuch a littl white ower, as we fee in 
the Spring of the years Jow and humble on the ground, opening it’s 
hofim, #0 receive the plentint beam of the fun's glory Tejoicing ma 
were in acalm raptices difuingaround « feet fragrancys fands 
ing peacefully and lovingly, in the midw of other flowers round 
Bo all in Jike manner opening their befoma, to drink in the light 
of the fun. had then, and at other times, the createft delight in 
the holy feriptures, of any book whatfoever.” Oftentimes in reading 
it, every word fecmed to touch my heart, I felt un harmony between 
fomething in my heart, and thole {weet and powerful words. I feemed 
often to fee fo much light, exhibited by every fentence, and fuch a 
refrething ravithing food communicated, that I could not get along: 
in reading. Ufed often-times to eel leer jong on one fentence, to feo 
dhe wonders contained in it; and yet almol oll every fentence eemed to 
be full of wonders. Since I came to this town (. fertbampten ) I have 
ee ee ee crechency of 3 in GOD in views of his glorious perfec- 
tions, and the excellency of ¥ GOD has gj to me, 
A plovious and lovely belig, ind chiehy on the account oni boliscte The 
holinets of GOD ee aineys apr appeared to me the moft lovely of all hin 
attributes, The dodtrines of GOD's abfolute fuvereignty, and free 
grace, in thewing roercy to whom he would thew: mercy j and man's 
ibfolute ite dependence ‘on the operations of GOD"s holy fpirit, have 
yee appeared to meas fweet and glorious doéirines. "Thefe 
have been much my Fe ory GOD's fovereignty has ever 
appeared to me, wa azeet part of Wis 1 has often’ fweet ta 
bim asa 











me to gotoGOD, and Sr irerdge GOD, aad all fove- 
reign mentioning & word, 
Enis my bear to bum matin ine’ Or only Ghog theaame of 


Gbrif, of the name of fome attribute of GOD. GOD has ap- 
pwd glorious wo me, on account ofthe Trinity, It has made ma 
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Five Difcourfes x f 
by Faith alone. ‘a sears the i of GOD. 
y Ruths Ler tans rhe J a of GOD in the 
nation of Sinners." Se Excellency of Fefus 
Chrift. WV. A Sermon'preached at Enfield, Fuly 8, iio 
ath, tone and tty Ghat efron fo et sere 
Experienced, have not been, thofe that bave of my 
‘but i view of the ‘Serious oh of the 





bl wegra aore rae ay 
excel it, with an ¢: 

coe ‘and conception » Which continued, ae pear 

about an hour which kept me the bigger part 

oo fearny and weeping 5 





what T a how tp epee, cs to Be noted aod 
manihijatea'| fo lie in the dutty and to be fal of Chrif alone’ to, love 
Rim with a holy and pure love j to. fruit in him; to live upon him 

batove tna follow bike ‘and to be totally wrapt up in the filnefs of 


Chrifi; and to be ly fandtified and made pure, with adivine and 
heavenly purity. "I have fevera) other timcs had viewa very much of 
the fame nature, and that have had the fame effects. I have many 
times _had a fenfe of the glory of the third Perfon in the Trinity, in 
his office of thn@tifer ; in his haly operations communicating divine 
light and life to the foul. GOD, a the communications of fis Holy 
Spirit, has appear'd as.an infinite fountain of divine glory and fweet- 
eft; ‘being full and fuficient to fil and fatify. the (oul: pouring 
forth itfelfin fweet communications, like the fun in ite glory, {v 
and pleafantl nly difaling baht and life. I have vaftly a greater fenfe, 
of my univertal on GOP's grace and ftrength, 
and mere good pleafure, of Inte, than I ued forinerly t0 have, and. 
have cepedenced pre of f an abhorrence of my own righteoufnefs, 
he thought of any comfort or joy, arifing ia me, oa any confiders 
tion or refieétion on my own amiableneib, or any of my perform- 
of heart or life, i hadieous 





ances or ex; > OF any goodnels 

and deteflatie to me,’ And yet Tam greatly affidted with a 

and (elf-ri eeous Sire much more y>.than Tufed to be for- 

marly. ing forth it’s head, conti- 
pually, ‘every where, oll ‘all Ring it feems to me, that in 
fome refpetts I was a far better chriftiaa, fortwo or three years after 


amy firit converfion, than Tam now; and lived in a more conftant de~ 
light and pleafures yet of late years, I hare had « more full and con 
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entitled, Sinners in the hands ofan. GOD.'V. ASer- 
mon 6n the difingatfhing Marks of a Work of the Spirit of 
GOD, preached at New-. Sept. 10,1741, from 3 Foba 
iv. 1. VI, SomeThonghts concerning the prefent Revivalof 
Religion in New-Engiond, andthe Way in which it it 
to be acknowledged and promored, humbly offered.to tl 
Public, in a Treatife on that fubjeét, in five Parts. Pub- 
lifhed in the year 1742. VI. A Treatife conesrning ree 
Jigious Ai ions. Publithed in the year 1746. TIT. 
A Treatife eatitied, An humble Attempt to promote ex~ 
plicit Agreement, and vifible Union of GOD's People in 
extraordmary Prayer, for the Revival of Religion, &, 
Recommended by five of the principal Minifters in Boffon, 
Pubtithed in 1747. IX. An Account of the Life the 
reverend Mr. David Brainerd, Minifter of the Gofpel and 
Miffionary to the Indians, isc. with Reflections and Ob-~ 
fervations thereon. Publifhed in the ho 1749. X. Aan 
Inguiry into the Qualifications for fall Communion in the 
vifible Church. Publifhed in the id 17494 intended as 
an explanation avd vindication of his principles in the 
matter, which occafioned his difmiffion from Northampton. 
XE. A Reply to the reverend Mr. /¥illiams's Anfwer to 
the forementioned Inquiry. Publithed in the year_ 1752. 
XI. A Sermon preac! at Newark, before the Synod, 
Sept. 28, 1752, from Fam. ii. 19. entitled, True Grace 
diftinguithed from the experience of Devils. XIII. A 
careful and fri€ Inquiry into the modern prevailing No- 
tion of that Freedom of Will, which is fappofed to be 
effential to moral Agency, &c. Publifhed in the year 
1754. XIV. The great Chriftian Doétrine of ori 
Sin defended ; Evidences of its Truth produced, and Ar- 
guments to the contrary anfwered, Containing, in parti. 
cular, a Reply to the Objections and Arguings of Dr. Jobn 
Tayler, &c. publithed in 1758. ‘This was in the prefs 
when he died. XV. 4x Hiflory of Redemption. A ver 
excellent pofthumous publication.” Befides thefe, fever 
Sermons have been feparately publifhed on various Pane 
ions 5 








ftant fenfe of the abfolute foverelgnty of GOD, and a delight in that 
Sovereignty ; and have bad mare of a fente of the glory of Chrif, a8 
‘a. mediatar, ‘as revealed in the gofpel. On one Saturday night in par- 
ticnlar, had n particular difeovery of the excellency of the gofpel of 
Ghrif, above all other dottrines ; fo that I could not but fay to my= 
felf “ This is my chofen li; chofen do&trine:"* of A 
his my Shoken probe sppraed ome tobe Get et 
ex 15 to iff, and to be tau; i 
by him, to learn of him, ieee 
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fions: But I know not, at prefent, of any large work un- 
publithed of this admirable Author. 


JAMES HERVEY, A.M. 


HIS smicble Chatiilen si sod excellent Minifter was 
born on Friday the 2! February) 1713-145 at 
lardingflone, a country village, one mile from ‘Nerthamptens 
hia father being then minifter of the parith of Collingtrer, 
within two miles of Harding fione. Hia firft inftrudtion 
was from his mother, who taught him his letters, and to 
read, Under her tuition he continued till he was feven 
reara of age; when he was fent, as a day-fcholar, to the 
ee Grammar-{chool at Northampton, of which the reve-~ 
rend Mr. Clarke, vicar of Ss. Sepulchre’s, in the faid 
town, was at that time mafter, 
At this fchool he remained till he was feventeen years 
old, and learned the Latin and Greek languages: in which 


his genius and memory would have enat im to have 
amuch earlier 9; 1) if it had not been prevented 
by his {choolmafter, would not foffer him, or any 


other of his {cholars, to learn fafter than his own fon. 
‘Whilf Mr. Herviy ‘was at fchool, though he fhewed a 
remarkable dexterity at all the innocent games ufual among 
children; yet he bad an indifference, uncommon amo! 
boys, for the aoquifitions he made by them, which he pure 
fued only for exercife and amufement. 

In the year 1731, at the age of feventeen, he was fent 
by his father to Oxford, and was entered of Lincoln-College, 
under the tuition of the reverend’Mr. Huichins. He re- 
fided in the univerfity feven_ years, Pied only took the de- 

ree of bachelor of arts. ane firft two or three years 

e {pent with fome degree of indolence, or rather le(s ap- 
plication to hia ftudigs than he afterwards ufed. But ia 
1733, about his nineteenth year, becoming acquainted 
with fome perfons, who began to diftinguifh themfelves by 
their ferious impreffions of religion, and their zeal for 
the promotion of it, he was engaged, by their influence, 
in a firiter attachment both to piety and learning; of the 
ESapargp rears are confpicuous marks in his fetters weirs 
to his Tin the years 1733, 1734, and 2735: And 
the latter, in the courfe of iE abo, 13 He 
le 
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He made himfelf mafter of Dr. Famer Kaif's Anatomy, 

Dr. Derbaum’s Phyfico-ti and Afre-theelogy, the Spectacle 
de la Nature, 28 tranflated by Humphreys; which lait work 
he read with a peculiar fati ‘ion, jor was he lefs de~ 
Tighted by the * Effay on Pope's Odyfley,” written by the 
yeverend Mr. Spence, prebendary of Durham; to which 
elegant and judicious difcourfe Mr. Hervey often acknow- 
ledged that he owed more of his improvement in ityle and 
compofition, than to any other, which he had ever read. 

In 1734, at the perfuafion of a much valued friend, he 
began to learn the Hebrew language, without any teacher, 
by the 4#¢fminfier Grammar; but foon fonnd that Gram- 
mar too concife and difficult for the inftruétion of a learner; 
and therefore he then defpaired of ever attaining a to- 
Jerable knowledge of what he afterwards made himfelf a 
complete mafter. 

lt appears from his letters to his fifter in 1733, 1734. 
and 1735, that though he then fhewed a pious and ferious 
turn; yet thefe letters {peak a language very different 
from thofe truths, for which we find he was afterwards fo 
powerful an advocate, or at moft they treat very confufcdly 
of them. The truth is, he was then a ftranger to, and had 
ftrong prepoffeffions againft the doétrine of juftification by 
faith in the imputed righteoufnefs of Chik And he ac- 
knowledges, in a note on his ‘* Defcant upon Creation,” 
that Mr. Fenks's excellent treatife, entitled, * Submiffion 
to the righteoufnefs of GOD,’ was the inftrument of re- 
moving his prejudices, and reducing him to a better judge- 
ment. 

He entered into holy orders, as foon as his and the 
tanons of the church would allow. Whilft he was at 
Oxford, he had a fmall exhibition of about twenty pounds 
a year; and when he was ordained, his father prefled him 
very much to take fome curacy, in or near Oxford, and to 
hold-his exhibition; but this he would by no means comply 
with, it being in his opinion unjuft to detain it, after he 
‘was in orders, from another fon, who might more want 
the benefit of that provifion than himfelf. 

In 1736, he left Oxford, and became his father’s curate. 
He afterwards went to London; and, after ftaying fome 
time there, he aceerted the curacy of Dummer in Hamp/bires 
Here he continued about twelve months, when he was in- 
vited to Stokes Abbey, in DevonfBire, the feat of his worthy 
friend the tate Paul Orchard, efg. who valued him much for 
his piety, and with whom helived upwards of two years in 
great eflecm and friendfhip. “That gentleman thewed him 
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the following remarkable proof of his rej : When his 
eldeft fon (eo whom our author hotieane ths fecond vo~ 
lume of his ‘* Meditations”) was to be baptized, he in- 
fifted that Mr. Hervey fhould he one of his god-fathers, 
that he might have an eye to his chriflian education ; and 
this he did in preference to mang gentlemen of large eftates 
in the neighborhood, who woul ave thought themielves 
honored by the connection. 

1n1740, he undertook the curacy of Biddcford, fourteen 
miles from Stoke-bbey, where he lived greatly beloved by 
the people; his congregation was large, though his ftipend 
was {mall ; his friends therefore made a collection yearly 
for him, which raifed his income to fixty pounds a yes 
At Biddcford he was curate about two years and an half, 
when the re¢tor dying, he was difmiffed by the new in- 
cumbent, infenfible of pious or learned excellence, againit 
the united requeft of the parifhioners, who offered to 
maintain him at their own expence. During the time 
that Mr. He lived in the weft, namely, from 1738 
to the Jatter end of 1743, his family heard very little ot 
him, through the greatnefs of the diftance. ¢ labored. 
diligently here in the fervice of his Mafter; and here it 
was that he planned his ‘* Meditations,” and probably 
wrote fome part of them. He fays in his firfi volume of 
«6 Meditations,” that it was on 2 ride to Kifkhampton, in 
Cornwall, and in that church, where he Inid the fceuc of 
his « Meditations among the Tombs.” 

In 1743, he retur about Auguft to Weften-Favely 
and officiated as curate to his father tilk Fane «750, at 
which time his health was much impaired by his great at- 
tention to ftudy and duty ; and hia family and friends 
judging that the change of air might be of benefit to him, 
they formed adefign, which they executed, of conveying 
him to Lsudon, under 2 pretence of his riding a few 
miles in the poft-chaife of a friend who w: joing thi- 
ther. Of this he pleafantly complains, in a Jetter to a 
friend, upon his arrival there, which begins thus 

et My dear friend, 

«¢ If you chide, I muft accufe. Pray where was your 
warrant, where your commiffion, to imprefs me into this 
journey? However, as a chrifisn, I forgive you 
and your accomplices.” After commending feveral cler- 
gymen his friends, whom he faw on the road, he concludes 
thus: «© My animal nature is fo very feeble, that I find 
no benefit from the change of air, nor from the enjoyment 
of the moft pleafing fociety.” - 

c 
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He ftayed in Londen till April or May 1752, duriny 
which time he was feized with a fevere illnefs, whic! 
almoft coft him his life ; but he recovered, and upon his 
father’s death, which ha ed in May this year, he re- 
turned to Weffon, where conftantly refided during the 
remainder of his life. He took his mafter of arts de 
at Cambridge, in 1752, when he entered at Clare~Halls 
and as he was of fafficient ftanding at Ox/ird, he ftayed 
only the few days required by the ftatutes to pesform the 
univerfity-exercife, 

Tt may be thought ftrange, that he, who had refufed to 
hold his exhibition at Oxford, along with a curacy, fhould, 
upon his father’s death, accept of the two livings of We/ton- 
Flavel and Collingtrec, and hold them during hislife. It 
was very far from being his choice, and it was what he 
hhad for'a long time refufed to do. ‘ He was determined 
againit being a pluralift; and notwithftanding his father 
Kept him at Oxford, with a defign, that he fhould take 
his degree of mafter of arts, and conftantly urged him to 
doit; yet he could not be perfuaded to yield to fuch a 
requeft, though he was of a fufficient ftanding, looking 
upon that ftep as a qualification intended for his future 
holding both his father’s livings. When his father died, 
he remained determined to have Wefon-Favel only : ‘And 
this he frequently declared to his family and friends, and 
refufed to accept of Collingtrce, or to qualify himfelf for 
the fame; inforuch that it was in danger of lapfing to 
the bifhop. But at length, through the earneft and con- 
tant intreaties of his family and friends, who, unknown 
to him, had fent to and procured from Ores the necef- 
fary certificates of his being a bachclor of arts, in. order 
to his taking his mafter's degree at Cambri was, 
after much importunity, prevailed on to comply with 
their requefts, hoping that he might be thereby enabled to 
do fo much the more good. And when, he waited upon 
Dr. Thomas, then bifhop of Peterborough, for inftitution 
to Collingtree, which was near fix months after his induc- 
tion into Wefton, he faid, ‘* I suppofe your lordfhip will 
be farprifed to fee Fames Hervey come to defire your tord- 
dhip’s permiffion to be a pluralilt; but, 1 affure you, I do 
it in obedience to the repeated iolicitations of my mother 
and may fies and not to pleafe myfelf ;” or to that effeét. 

His labors, both in his minifterial office and in his ftudy, 
were purfued by him as long as poffible, under the difad- 
vantage of a weak conftitution of body; which, together 
with the feverity of his laft ilnefs, he fupported not only 
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‘with the greateft patience, but without a fingle expreffion 
Of peevidinefs. That illnefs bed long been coming on 
him; but greatly increafed in the beginning of Ofeber 
1758, and grew very formidable in the December follow- 
ing. For, on ‘Sunday the third of that month, in the 
evening, after prayer in his family, he feemed to be ar- 
refted by the meffenger of death; fo that the united af- 
Giftance of his ®®er and fervant, with difficulcy, enabled 
him to get up ftairs intohis room, from whence he never 
came down. His illnefs gaining ground every dav, he 
foon became fenfible of his approaching diffi tier. He 
had frequent and violent returns of the cramp, wincis gave 
him moft acute pain. , He had likewife a hectic cough, 
which affliéted him f prigvouty in the night, thee he 
could feldom lie in bed till four in the morning >; and was 
often obliged to rife at two, efpecially as opium, how 
such foever guarded by other medicines, would not agree 
with him. 

On the fifteenth of that month he complained of a pain 
inhis fide; for which, at his own defire, he was let blood, 
though his phyfician Dr. Stonshonfe, in whom he placed 
the greateft confidence, had objeéted to it, apprehending 
him too weak to bear any evacuation of that kind.— 
‘When the furgeon came, he could fearcely find any pul- 
Sation, and therefore took away no more than four ounces 
of blood ; intimating to his tions and fiiends, that the 
cafe was defperate, and that he had opened a vein very un- 
willingly, and merely to fatisfy Mr. Airucy's defire, who 
bad fome hope that the pain might poflibly be relieved 

it. 

The reverend Mr. Abraham Maddock, his curate, being 
much with him in the afternoon of that day, Mr. Hervey 
{poke to him in ftrong and pathetic terms of his affurance 
of faith, and of the great love of GOD in Ghri?. “* OF 
gaia he) what has Curist, how much has Curtis dono 
for me; and how little have I done for fo loving 4 Sa- 
vioux! If I preached even once a week, it was at Jait a 
burden to me. Ihave not vifited the people of my parifh 
as I ought to have done; and thus liave preached, as it 
were, from houfe to houfe. I have not taken every op- 
portunity of {peaking for Cunist.” Thefe expreffions 

cing accompanied with tears, which were too vifible nor 
to be obferved ; and left his tears fhould be mifinterpreted, 
as they had been converfing about his expected enid, and 

‘* When Mr. Hervey was in tolerable health, he rarely lay in bed 
after fix, even in winter; and rofe fill earlier in the fumamer, 
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Of his affurance of happinefs, he proceeded thus: ** De 
not think, that I am afraid to die—I affure you, I'am not. 
I know what my Savioum hath done for me; and I want 
tobegone. But I wonder and lament to think of the love 
of Curist, in doing fo much for me, and how litzle 1 
have done for him.” 

In another converfation, difcourfing likewife of his ap~ 
proaching diffolution, which he did with the utmofl calm- 
nefs and ferenity, and of the little which we know of 
GOD's word, he faid; ‘¢ How many precious texts are 
there, big with the moft rich truths HRIST, which we 
cannot comprehend, which we know nothing of; and of 
thofe we do know, how few do we remember? Bonxs 
te ins cf bonus theologus. * A good textuary isa good 
divine ;’ and that is the armour; the word of GOD is the 
{word. ‘Thofe texts are the weapons which | mut ufe, 
when that fubtle fpirit, that arch adverfary of mankind, 
comes to tempt and fift me in my laft confliét. Surely I 
had need be well provided with thefe weapons; I had 
need have m: quiver full of them, to anfwer fatan with 
texts out of the word of GOD, when he affaults me. 
Thus did Cuarsr, when he was tempted in the wil- 
dernefs.” 

On the nineteenth, the pains of his body abated, aml 
he grew droufy and lethargic ; but, in the night following, 
his immediate death was apprehended. e next day, 
the twentieth, he was vifited by Dr. Stoneboufe, who de- 
elared, that, in his opinion, Mr. Hervey could not live 
above three or four days ; upon which he tooh occafion to 
{peak of the many confolations through Chrif, which a 
true chriftian enjoys in the profpect of death, and of the 
emptinefs of worldly honors to an immortal fou), and of 
the unprofitablenefs of riches tothe irreligious man, Mr. 
Hervey reptied, “« True, Do&or, true; the only va- 
duable treafures are in heaven. What would it avail me 
now to be archbithop of Canterbury ? Difeafe would thew 
no refpeét tomy mitre. That prelate [Dr. Secker, who 
died Auguh 1768.] is not only very great, but, 1 am 
told, has religion really at heart. Yet itis godlinefs, and 
not 5 prandear, that will avail him hereafter. The gofpel 
is offered to me a poor Country-parfon, the fame as to his 
Grace. CrersT makes no difference between us, Ob! 
why then do minifters thus negle&@ the charge of fo kind 
a Saviour; fawn upon the great, and hunt after worldly 
preferments with fo much eagernefs, to the difgrace of our 
onlsr? TThefe, thefe are the things, Doétor, and not our 
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povery or obfcurity, which render the clergy fo juftly 
contemptible to the worldings. No wonder the fervice of 
cur church, grieved 1 am to fay it, is become fuch a 
formal lifelefs thing; fince it is, alas! too generally ex- 
ecuted by perfons Sead to godlinefs in all their converfa— 
tion ; whofe indifference to religion, and worldly-minded 
behaviour, proclaim the litele regard they pay to the 
doétrinesa of the Lord who boughe them.” 

Mr. Hervey, the day before his death, went a few fteps 
acrofs his room; but immediately finding his ftrength 
failing him, he funk rather than fell down; his fall being 
broken by his fifter, who, obferving his weaknefs, ran 
and caught him ; but he fainted aways and was in all ap- 
pearance dead, it bei a confiderable time before any 
pulfe could be perceived. When he came to himilf, his 
brother Mr. William Hervey, who was come from London 
to vifit him, faid, ¢ We were afraid you was gone.’ He 
anfwered, ‘© I wifh Thad.” And well he mi fir with fo, 
for his ftrength was quite exhanfted, his body extremely 
emaciated, and his bones fo fore that he could not bear 
any one to touch him, when it was neceffary to move him 
about ; yet, under alt this calamity, he was ever praifing 
GOD for his mercies ; infornuch that he never received a 
morfel of lemon to moiften his mouth, without thanking 
GOD for his bounty and goodnefs, in creating fo many 
helps and refrefbiments to a fick and decaying body : But, 
efpecially, did he praife GOD fur enduing him with pa- 
tience. 

On the twenty-fifth of December, Chrifimat-day, on 
which he died, Mr. Maddock paying him his morning vifit, 
Mr. Herwey lifted up his head, and opened his eves, as be 
fat m his eafy chair, (for he could not lie in bed,) to fee 
who it was, and faid, ‘* Sir, I cannot talk with you.” 
He complained much all this day of a great inward con- 
fli& which he bad, laying his upon his breaft, and 
faying, Oh! you know not, how great a confi@& I 
have.” During this time he almoit conftantly lifted up 
his eyes towards heaven, with his hands clafped together 
ina praying form, and faid, two or three times, * When 
this great confliét is over, then: ” but faid no more; 
though it was underftoad he meant that then he fhould go 
a Hove Dr. Stonehoufe came to him about three hours 

fare he expired. Ir. Hervey urged ftrongly and affec- 
sionately to the Do€tar the importance and care of his ever~ 
lafting concerns, and entreured. him nor to be over-charged 
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the cares of this life, but to attend, amidft the nmuiti- 
plicity of his bufinefs, to the one thing needful: 

« Which done, the pooreft can no wants endure ; 

And which not done, the richeft muft be poor.” Popr. 


Mr. Hervey ufed frequently to repeat thefe lines, with 
fach an emphafis and igaifcant look, as conveyed their 
important meaning in a manner the moft fenfible and 
afeding. 

The Dogtor, feeing the great difficulty and pain with 
which he fpoke, (for he was almoft faffocated with 

shlegn and frequent vomitings,) and finding, by his pulfe, 
Prat “the pan; so of death were > eee coming pt he defired, 
that he would {pare himfelf. «* No, (aid he)’ Doétor, 
no; youtell me I have but a few moments to live: O! 
let me fpend them in adoring our great Repezmer,.” He 
then repeated the 26th verfe of the feventy-third Pfalm. 
Though my flesh and my beart fail, yet GOD is the firength of 
my heart, and my portion for ever: And he expatiated in a 
moft ftriking manner on thefe words of St. Paxi, 1 Gor. 
iti, 22, 23- AU things are your's; life and death; for ye are 
ChrifPs. ~ At the fame time referring them to this paflage 
in Dr. Dodd idge’s § Family-Expofitor,’ where it is illuf- 
trated in a very inftru@tive manner. ‘« Here {(fays he) 
is the treafure of a chriftian. Death is reckoned am 
this inventory; and a noble treafure it is. How thankfu 
am I for death, as it is the through which I pafs to 
the Lord and Giver of et life; and as it frees me 
from all this mifery you now fee me endure, and which I 
am willing to endure, as long as GOD thinks fit; for F 
know, he wil] by and by, ia his own good time, difmifs 
me fom the body. ‘Thefe light afflictions are but for a 
moment, and then comes en sternal weight of glory. O! 
welcome, welcome death!—Thou mayeft well be reck- 
oned among the treafares of the chriftian. To live is 
Chriff, but to die is gain," After which, as the Door 
was taking his final leave of him, Mr. Hervey exprefled 
great gratitude for his vifits, 1! ch it had been long out 
of the power of medicines to cure him, He then paufed 
alittle, and with Feat ferenity and fweetnefs in his coun- 
tenance, though the pangs of death were upon him, being 
raifed a little in his chair, repeated thefe words; ‘© Lord, 
sow Iettcft thou thy fervant depart im peace, according to thy 
moft holy and comfortable werd; for mine eyes bave fen 
thy precious falvation. Here, or, is my cordial! 
‘What are all the cordials given to fupport the dying, in 
© comparifoa 
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comparifon of that which arifes from the promifes of fal- 
vation by Chriff ?—This, this fupports me.” About three 
clock Be fas |, ** The conflié is over—Now all is 
done.” After which he fcarce {poke any other words in- 
telligibly, except now and then, ** piecious falvation.” 
uring the laft hour he faid nothing, but leaned his 

head againft the fide of an eafy chair, and, without a figh, 

roan, ftruggle, or rhe leaft emotion, he fhut his eyes and 

leparted, between four and five in the afternoon, on 
Cd 5-day, 1758, in the forty-fifth year of his age. 

hen his body was conveyed to church, it was covered, 

by his exprefs defire, with the poor’s pall, and he was 
buried under the middle of the communion-table in the 
chancel of Weffon-Favell, on Friday the 28th of December, 
in the prefence of a nnmerous congregation, full of regret. 
for the lofs of fo excellent a Paftor.—Mr. Maddock, who 
buried him, was himfelf in tears.—Some were wringing 
their hands, others fobbing, many were filently weeping, 
but all were inwardly and ly grieved, ae their Tooke 
fafficiently teftified ; all bearing a vifible witnefs of his 
worth, and theirforrow. ‘The poor thankfully acknow~ 
Jedged his benevolence ; and, as they looked inta his grave, 
feemed to fay within themfelves, § There hes the mau 
whofe unwearied kindnefs was the conftant relief of my 
various diftreffes; who tenderly vifited my languifhin, 
bed, and readily fapplicd my indigent circumftances *. 
Others, once ignorant and ungodly, looked at this de- 
pofitum of his body, and thus vonted their expreffive fights $ 
© Here are the laft remains of that fincere friend who watched 
for my foul.—I tremble to think, into what irretrievable 
ruin I might quickly have been plunged, had not his faith- 
ful admonitions and. repeated exhortations been hlefled to 
arreft me in the wild career, I was then unacquainted with 
the gofpel of peace; but now enlightened through his 
inftrudtions, I fee the all-faficiency of my Saviour. His 
difcourfes are ftill warm on my heart, and I truft will be 
more and more operative on my life t.” 

Jt may be truly faid of Mr. Hervey, that few lives have 
ever been more heavenly, and few deaths more triumphant, 
He died in the Lord, and is now at reft; where even the 
wicked ceafe from troubling. Wiis name is recorded in the 
annals of eternity ; and the honors, conferred on him by 
Chri, will for ever continue blooming and incorruptible 
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in the world of glory. His character, both in his public 
and private capacity, was of the moft exemplary kind. 

‘As a minifter, he performed all the duties of that office 
with the greateft ftri€tnefs. In the pulpit he was earneft 
and fervent, and fhewed that he felt the efficacy of what 
he preached. Nor did he think it iuffcient to preach on 
the Lo: d's-day only, but fet up a weekly leéture every 
Wedueftay evening, at Weflen-Favell church, which was 
very well attended. ‘This lecture was held during the winter 
half year at feven, as it did not then interfere with the 
work of the laboring people; and he illuminated the 
church out of his own pocket, not chufing to put the 
parith to any additional expence. His zeal for the per- 
Jormance of his duty, was however, for fome time before 
he died, much intcrrupted by the ill ftate of his health, 
which would not permit him perfonally to execute the 

aftor.l dutizs cyen of the parith of Weffon, where he re- 
Fed + A circumftance, that gave him ‘inexpreffible con- 
con, 
‘The laft two or three years of his life he could fearce 
du any thirg more than preach once on the Lord's-day, 
when pesple trom many miles round flocked to hear him. 
Bis 14 tdacfday evening Ieéture at feven he difcontinued for 
the lath yewr.  Collinzace, which, like Wefon-Favell, was 
a family-iiving, about five miles diftance, Mr. Hervey had. 
not been able for fome time to preach at, or to vifit his 

attfhioners at their own houfes, as his cuflom had been 3 
Bat he encoursged them to come to him, and to converfe 
fiecly on tho fubjeGs relating to their eternal interefis ; 
and, on fuch occafions, he would fpeak with a force and 
prepriety peculiar to himfelf. He would frequently la- 
ment his inability to ferve his psople, comparing himfelf 
to a bleeding difabled foldier, and ** only not flain.” 

le always preached without notes, except on fome very 
particular occafions ; but his method was judicious, clear, 
and not encumbered with too many fubdivifion: is 
werknefs icndering him for feveraf months bcfore his 
death jncaprble of fpeaking to his congregation as 
‘fual, he fhortened his difcourfes, and took 2 moft ufeful 
method of inculcating his inftruétions: After he had ex- 
pounded his text, and divided his fermon into two heads, 
(rarcly into more, and never exceeding three,) he would 

lpezk briefly, and at the conclufon of each head enforce 
what he had faid, by a pertinent text of fcripture, de- 
Gring his congregation (which was generally very nu- 
merous) to turn to their Bibles, and doubio down that 
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text. © Now, (added he) my dear brethren, if you for- 
get my fermon, you cannot forget GOD"s word in this 
text, unlefs you wilfully throw your Bibles afide. Shew 
thefe to your children, or the abfent part of your family, 
when you return home.” ‘Then he gave a ftriking exhor- 
tation, and at the end of it another text for tl to 
double down ; fo that they had always three texts; ia 
order to their finding of which, he paufed in the pulpit 
two orthree minutes, ‘This method was attended with 
another good effcé; it obliged the generality to bring 
their Bibles along with them; for thofe, who were with- 
outa Bible, loft the henefit of the texts, and were unem- 
ployed, while the majority, who had their's, were bufy in 
looking for the paffages referred to in his fermon. 

He endeavored as much as poffible to diveft himfelf in. 
his public difcourfes of his ufaal Iuxuriancy of ftyle, and 
to adapt his language to the loweft capacity. In this he 
followed the example of Luther, of whom it is reported he 
fhould fay, ** If in my preaching ¥ were to pay a regard 
to Philip Melantibon ‘and ¢ other Icarned divines, then I fhould 
do little good. 1 preach in the plaincit manner to the jHi- 
terate, and that gives content to all. Hrébrewy, Grick, and 
Latin, I {pare till the Icarned ones come together.” Mr. 
Frervey thought perfpicuous language and evangelical doc- 
trines of much more importance to his parifh.oners, than 
elaborate or ornamental difcourfes; though few men living, 
perhaps, were more capable of fausfying a polite or 
Jecrned audience, 

His method of catechizing children in church, and of 
{peaking to them in private, was very cngaging and ufefule 
Fe put little queftions to them, after they had repeated the - 
words of the catechifm; as for inftance, ¢¢ Well, my 
little maid, Jet me hear if you underfiand what you fiid. 

ou do underfland the meaning of th fe words, you 
will then be able to an{wer the queflions 1 shall put to 
you*.” He would at thefe times afk not only fuch quef- 
tions as were fuitable to the words of the catechifin, but 
alfo fuch as would ftrike at the capital vices of his pa~ 

rifhioners, yet without giving perfonal offence t. 
He 


‘* For fome farther account of his manner of catechizing, fee hir 
# fenty firfk Letter.” . 

+ Some of his parifhioners having lain in bed on a Sunday morning 
Jonger than he approved,—and others having been buy in foddering, 
their cattle when ‘be was coming to church” and feveral having tt 
quented the alehou, be thus catechized une of the childicn 
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He did not forget that he was a minifter in his own 
poufe; for he worlhipped GOD with his family twice a~ 
day. He fupped at eight every night, and at nine he ex- 

unded a text of fc1ipture ior about 2 guaster of an hour, 
Prd feldom longer, except when fome friend was prefent, 
to whom he thought his difcourfe might be ufeful, or when 
particularly requefted to enlarge, After this he concluded 
with prayer. 

He brealfafted at nine, and about eight he called his 
family together, and required each of his fervants to repeat 
by heart the text which he had explained the preceding 
¢ *ning, and then he would recapitulate his expofition 

4) *»  \ method, both his text and commentary were 
ampuntee «, cheir memories. After this he had prayers. 

n the «i.cinoon, when he was called down to tea, he 
wfed to bring his Hebrew Lible or Greek Teftament with 
him, and would {peak (as he was ever ftudious how he 
might promote the glory of GOD, and improve time) 
either upon one or more verfes, as occafion offered, in the 
amoft inftru€tive and entertaining manner, And in the 
fummer-feafon he would now and then drink tea, when his 
health would permit him, with fomc of his moft ferious 

arifhioners ; and then five or fix of the neighbors were 
invitea, and Mr. Herury's converfation was remarkabh 
affeéting, as he had a happy talent at fpiritualizing almott 
every incident, and was naturally of a moft obliging and 
cheattal difpofition, 

He was a member of an aitembly formed for chriftian 
jmprovement, which was eftablithed in his neighborhood 
on the tie of July 1747, and conftantly attended it fo 
long as be was ‘able to ride to the place of meeting. A 
fhort account of the rules of this affembly is given at the 


the congregation: « Repeat me the fourth commandment—Now, 
Atte man, do you underftand the meaning of this commandment }"* 
Yes, 






<é Then, if you do, you will be able to aniwer me thefe 
questions “ke Sabbath-day, who lie in bed SIL 
eight or nine o'clock in the morning, i Of rifing to fay their 
praycrs and read the bible? No, Sir—‘* Do thofe keep the Sabbath 
who fodder their cattle, when other i 


Sir— 
«Don t thofe, who love GOD, ead the bible to their families, part. 
eularly on Sunday evenings, and have prayers every morning and 
night ip their houiest™ “Yes, Sir—A great variety of fath perti- 
ent and familiar queftions be would frequently aff in the yoolt ea- 
g@ging manner, on every past e catechiGm, as he thought mojt 
Sonducive to the improvement and edification of his parith, 
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end of his «« Traéts,” together with two prayers compofed, 
by him for the ufe of the members thereof. 

In the exercife of his charity, Mr. Hervey chofe to 
clothe the poor rather than to give them money ; and he 
would fome judicious fon to buy linen, coarfe 
cloth, ftockings, fhoes, tc. for them at the beft hand 5 
alleging that the poor could not purchafe on fuch good 
terms what they wanted at the little fhops, and with {mall 
fums of money. ‘* I am (faid he) GOD's fteward for 
the poor, and I muft hufband the little pittance I have to 
heftow upon them, and make it go as far as poffible.” But 
when money would be really ferviceable to a family, as to 
a prudent houfekeeper, diftrefled by ficknefs or misfor- 
tunes, he would xe five or more guineas at a time; 
taking care that it fhould not be known whence the money 
came. Pope's compliment to Mr, Alien of Bath, might 
be juftty applied to him, who would 


Ds good by ficalth, and blufh to find it fame. 


He was particularly defirous of getting the advice of a 
phyfician (or at leatt fome judicious apothecary) for the 
fick poor ; and was ever ready to procure them the very 
beft_medicines.—A moft beneficial fort of charity to 
mankind ; and in which it were to be withed he had many 
imitators.—He would frequently petition fuch phyficians 
of his acquaintance in different parts of the kingdum, a+ 
he apprehended thus charitably difpofed, to give their ‘ad- 
vice occafionally, when they rode through a town, to fuch 
poor creatures as the clergyman of the place, or fome fub- 
ftantial inhabitants, fhould recommend as real objects of 
compaffion,—Mr. Hervey would then with great pleafure, 
and with as much pratitude to the phyfician, as if done to 
himfelf, defray the expence of what medicines were 
wanted. He greatly difapproved indeed of the clergy’s 
attempting to give medicines to their parifhioners ; as he 
judicioufly inferred, that it was impofiihle for them to do 
it with the requifite judgement. ‘ Let my brethren, 
Che would fay) give them wine, bread, or beer, and get 
good {poon-meats made for them; but medicines are of 
too important a nature to be given indifcriminately.” He 
obferved, that, by his own method, the fick poor had the 
very beft medicines, as the phyfician faw them himfelf, 
and bought them very cheap; becaufe the apothecary, 
knowing they were for charitable ufes, charged the phy- 
fician for them.no more than prime coft, with fome little 
allowance merely for his trouble in compounding them i 

an 
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and as the phyfician knew what difeafes were curable, 
there was no wafte of medicines in fruitlefs attempts to 
cure cafes, which, though actually incurable, perfons of 
lefs judgement could not pronounce to be fo. 

Le gave away a great number of good books, with 
fuitable iu.flruétions for their ufe; and efpecially Bibles. 
in the bluik Jeaf he frequently wrote fomething capable 
of makiuz an impreffion, or elfe ftack in a printed paper 
selating to the promifes of GOD, in and through Jefus 
Cirif, or to creation, prefervation, and redemption *. 

All the future profits of his works he has left to fome 
«the charitable ufes above {pecified, except his ** Me- 
¥ ns ;” the copy of which he had fold, after it had 
d through feveral editions; which fale of the copy, 
aad the profits of the former impreffions, amounted to 
aboot {ven hundred pounds ; all which he gave away in 
thuity. He faid, that it was devoted to Go. » and that 
h. wuld on no account apply it to worldly ufes; that he 
wrote uot for profit or but to ferve the canfe of 
GOD; and as Providence bleffed his attempt, he 
thought him{lf bound to relieve the diftreffes of his fel- 
Jow -creatures with it. 

In any expence relating to himfelf, he was extremely 
frugal, that he might be liberal to others; and it was 
always his defire to die juft even with the world. “ I 
will be my own executor,” faid he. And as he died on 
Ch iyimas-day, his fund expired almoft with his life. What 
little remained, he defired might ke given in warm cloath- 
jug to the poor in that fevere fvafon. 

‘in learning he was inferior to few. Greek was almofas 
famili_s to him as his native language. He was a great 
maflcr of the claffics; and in the younger part of his life 
bad written fome copies of verfes, which shewed no con- 
temptible genius for poctry. He had a critical knowledge 
of the Hebrew tongue, and delighted inat. With refpec 
to his private capacity, he was never known to be in a 
prffion. No worldly concerns (though he fometimes met 
with very trying on3s) ever affected him. His humility 
rendered him mvyulnerable.—When he was mifreprefented 
and calumniated, he would fay, ¢* Our enemies are fome- 
times our beft friends, and tell us truths; and then we 
fhould amend our faults, and be thankful for fuch infor- 
mation: And if what they fay be not true, and only fpoke 
through malice, then fuch perfous aré to be confideged as 

“© difeafed, 











© Sees copy of this p inted payer smunz his * TiaSige™ 
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difeafed in their minds, and that he would pray for them. 
They are to be pitied, fays he, and 1 might as juftly be 
angry with a man, who is difeafed in body.” In his ordi- 
nary tranfactions with others, he was ever chearful, punc- 
tual, juft, and candid, to perfons of every denomination. 
He frequently wrote religious letters to his acquaintance 
according to their different circumitances, in the moft 
amiable and convincing manner. 
‘The reverend Mr. Romaine, in an excellent fermon 
| peg upon his death, fays of Mr. Hervey, ¢ That he 
ad an excellency, which he never faw in fo great a degree 
in any other perion, Mr. Hervey never let an opportunity 
flip of {peaking of the love of Chri. He would take 
cccafion from the moft common incident, and yet it 
would not appear forced ; for he had a wondeiful talent of 
fpiritualizing and improving things. ‘This heart-leve to 
GOD appeared evidently in every part of his charaGer. 
Asa minifter, his faith wrought in love to the fouls of 
men in all the offices of his function, He did not forget 
that he waa a minifter in his own houfe ; for he calied his 
family together twice a day to ferve GOD. Asa mem- 
ber of focicty, his faith wrought abundantly by love to 
his neighbour; for he was full of good works. Lis cha- 
rities te the poor were very large; and that he might he 
Ihberal to them, he was very frugal in his own expences. 
Mr, Hervey walked clofe after Chri, and found that the 
belief of Chris righteoufnefs being imputed to him for 
his juftification, was fo far from being a licentious doc~ 
trine, that it infpired him with the noblefl inotives to a 
grateful obedience : His holy life was an excellent recom- 
mendation of his principles. GOD had enriched him with 
great gifts, and with great graces, and had made him 
jamble ; for he was hambled by the power of grace. He 
had been a very vain proud young man, but the ciace of 
GOD emptied him of pride and felt, and clothed him 
with humility. Having put on CLrif, he had put on with 
him the ornament of a meck and quiet Spirit; which ap- 
peared in his great patience and icfignation to the will of 











Some have, with abfurdity enough, objuted to Mr. 
Hervey what they are pleafed to call Ca/vinifm, forgetting 
or not obferving, that all the dodtrines of free grace, fer- 
vently preached by Calvin, and therefore meant to b> 
abufed by his name, are the doétrines of the church of 
England, which every minifier of that church is bound to 
pblerve and teach upon Oatu. Hence, if he omit to 

preach 
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preach them, and much more if he dare to preach contrary 
to them, he is not only a dofirinal Diffenter from that 
church, but an impicx/ly perjured perjon in the fight of 
GOD and man. ur Diifenters in sal have had bur 
too much reafon to fay, * that they have kept our own 
aiticles for us;’ and to the honor of many among them 
ig muft be added, that they have adorned the do@rines too 
by their lives and writings, as fome sccounts in thefe vo- 
Ihimes do evidently teftify and confirm. Indeed, it is in 
vain to expect vital religion upon falfe principles, or holi- 
nefs of heart and life from unfound opinions. Aden do not 
ther grapes of thorns, nor figs of shifiles. 
a 6 Me Daan alfo ees thought to verge too nearl 
20 Antinomianifm. But he was far from being an Anti-~ 
momian. His writings every where fhew, the neceffary 
agency of the holy Spirit to lead the heart ta Chriff, and 
to keep it holy through Cbri#. He difclaimed the boafted 
wwers of fallen nature, and would know nothing but 
Jreue Curis, as the wifdom, righeaufaefs, Vandiifeation 
and redemption, of all the people of GOD. “Candid un- 
doubtedly he was, in the higheft degree ; and his candor, 
upon fome occafions, as is ufually the cafe with minds like 
hus, might ead him to think better of {ome men and of 
their vicws and profeffions, than they deferved. He 
feemed much of the fame temper with the apoftle 3 not- 
withflanding every way, whether in pretence, or in truth, 
Cuaist 18 PREACHED ; and I therein do rejoice, yea, and 
will rej His amiable fpirit led him to think well, and 
his chriftian {pirit to do well, with refpe& to all men, 

His writings afford a Iafting and indifputable proof of 
his grace and abilities. l¢ were given him for the 
ufe of the church of GOD; and they were laid out for 
that end, His ftyle has been much admired. It muft be 
owned, that there is much of brilliancy and floridnefs in 
alt his compofitions: But perfons of refined tafte have 
exprefled themfclves_ much lefs fatisfied with his languaze 
than his thoughts. The nervous, chafte and manly ftyle 
ef the antient claffics he certainly has not copied ; but ra- 
ther that Jabored attention to words and turns, which hag 
been objected toin Seneca, Auffin, and others. However, 
this is but of fmall importance, compared with the hea- 
venly truths he delivered, and the feraphic ardor with 
which he has delivered them. The cafket indeed is bril~ 
Hant, and carefully brilliant ; but ‘tis the jewel within, 
that renders the whole invaluable, 

Hg 
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His Works. ‘< I, Meditations and Contemplationa ; 
in two volumes. ‘Thefe had a prodigious fale, and have 
‘been much bleffed to all ranks among us. 11. Zhcron and 
Afpafe; inthres volumes. “Thefe contain dialogues upon 
many divine truths, and particularly upon juftification by 
the imputed righteonfnefs of Chriff. 111. A Colleétion 
of his Letters ; in two volumes, publifhed after his death. 
Thefe are eminently pious and valuable, and throw great 
light upon the courfe of his life. IV. Sermons and reli- 

tous Tracts ; comprized in one fmall volume. V. Eleven 

setters to the reverend Mr. John IV eficy; in anfwer to hie 
Remarks upon Fderon and Afpafio. “Thefe are highly ex- 
cellent, and fhew the mild and gracious fpirit of their Au- 
thor under an attack, that does but too little henor to 
him that made it, WI. Lerters to Lady Frances Shirly 
in one {mall volume; with a recommendatory preface by 
the reverend Mr. Romaine. VII. Three Poithumous 
Sermons, publithed by the reverend Mr. Yoplady. And 
VIII. Sermons on the Trinity, Repentance, Scriptures, 
and the Love of GOD, publiftred from his Manuicripts, 
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GRIFFITH JONES. 


R. JONES was born in the parith of Kit edin, 

in the county of Carmarthen ; and defcended from a 
Feligions and reputable family. A thirft for learning, 
joined with a quicknefs of genius, engaged him in an early 
and fuccefsful application to ftudy. Having fpent fome 
time at a country fchool, bis mother (for he loft his fa- 
ther when very young) put him under the care of an 
eminent claffical mafter, who then prefided in the Gram- 
mar-{chool at Carmarthen. Mr. Foncs made great profi- 
ciency in the Latin and Greck languages, and in other 
branches of learning: Though he labored, at that time, 
under the great difadva: of a very weak conftitution 
of body, From his youth up, his turn of mind had been 
extremely ferious: And he was often obferved to retire 
from thote pleafares and amufements, which ufually en- 
chant the oma r part of mankind, His inclination 
ftrongly difpofed him to the work of the miniftry ; though 
he always confidered the office as unutterably weighty, 
and of the Jaft importance. He received deacon’s ores 
rom 
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from the learned bifhop Bull, on September 19, 1708; and 
‘was ordained prieft, 5: 25,1 1709s by the fame pre- 
late: Of whom Mr. Jones always fpoke with the higheft 
efteem ; and from w! he received forme advices and 
cautions, which were always recent in his mind. He was 
referred to the rectory of Llandowrer by the late Sir 

Yulips, of Pidtox-Cofile, baronet: Who honored Mr. 
qos with an intimate friendfhip, tili the day of his 

ath. This promotion was given him by Sir Fobn, entirely 
en account of his learning and piety, without folicitations 
from Mr, ones himfelf, or from any of his friends. 

‘After fome time,' the fociety for propagating the gofpel 
in foreign parts, fixed on him as a perfon admirably qua- 
lified to be fent as a miffionary amongf the Indians; and 
he was earneftly folicited by the fociety to undertake the 
charge, as appears by {er letters yet extant. He gave 
his confent ; and addreffed himfelf to the ftudies 
to Ht him for that work. But Divine Providence ordered 
things otherwife. Mr. Fones’s ufefulnefs lay in his own 
country; and Wales was not to be deprived of fo eminent a 
minifter, whofe labora proved fo great ablefing to it. Di- 
vinity was the grand ftudy of his life. As he had ftrony 
inte! leétual abilities, and a very tenaciousmemory ; by aclofe 
and diligent application, he became well verfed in the writ~ 
ings of the moft eminent Eng/i/p and foreign divines. This 
circumftance contributed much to form and improve his 
ftyle. His fermons were well compofed and digefted. He 
entered into the very heart of whatever fubjeét he under= 
took. His divifions were obvious and perfpicuous: His 
deduétions, natural: His matter, folid, lively, ftriking, 
and judicious. Thefe advantages, fet off by an agreeable 
delivery, a mufical voice, and a proper aétion, foon made 
him famous as a preacher; and t multitudes flocked to 
hear him wherever he went. reading the church-fer- 
vice, he was devout and pathetic, without affectation. He 
did not hurry the prayers over, as is too often the cafe, 
with precipitancy and careleffhefs ; but had a facred awe 
upon hie rind : Ever remembering, that be was addreffing 
himfelf not to man, but to GOD, who trieth rhe reins 
and the heart. He obferved the flops and paufes, with fo 
great judgement; and pronounced his words, with fo 
grave and pleafing an accent; that he erally engaged 
the attention of all who heard him. ven the uncon- 
verted feemed to feel fomewhat of the energy with which 
he {pake. When he afcended the pulpir, it was with re- 
verence and holy fear. His prayer was fervent. He had 

an 
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‘an unaffuming folemnity and ferioufnefs in his coun~ 
tenance, fweetened with all the meeknefs of chatity and 
love. His pronunciation and manner of {peaking, in the 
beginning, were gentle and eafy. In the explication of 
his text, or of any divine t: he was clear and perti- 
nent. As he advanced, his fubjeé fired him more and 
more. One while he glowed with ardent love to his fel- 
low-faints and fellow finners: Anon, he flamed with 
holy indignation againft all ungodlinefs and unrighteouf- 
nefs of men: Then melted into tendernefs and grief, left 
the means of grace might not be rendered effectual to his 
hearers. On thefe occafions, every feature, and eve: 
nerve, feemed intenfely animated. There was a nob! 
pomp in his defcriptions, clearnefs and ftrength in his 
reafonings. His appeals to confcience were clofe and 
pointed. A furprifing force and abruptnefs fharpened his 
interrogations. A facred pathos diftinguifhed his addrefs. 
He fpeke naturally ; for he {poke feelingly. Every thing 
he uttered, bore that ftamp of fincerity, which art may 
mimic, but cannot reach. In refuting, remonftrating, 
and reproving, he affumed the tone of convi€tion and ms- 
jeftic authority : But when he cameto the application, he 
Bave way to a ftill fuperior burft of religious vehemence, 
which, like the impetus of an irrefiftible torrent, mightil: 
carried all before him. Great was the power of the Di- 
vine Spirit that accompanied the word. The prayerlefs 
cried for mercy ; and the ignorant were made wife unto 
falvation, He warmly invited the poor to become fpiritu- 
ally rich; the indigent and guilty, to accept of pardon. 
le enforced the neceffity of doing 1 works, and 
at the fame time difplayed the madnefs and_impic- 
ty of trufting in them. Chrif# was all to him; and 
it was his greateft delight to publifh and exalt the un- 
fearchable riches of his Redeemer’s righteoufnefs. Nor 
‘was his devotion confined to the pulpit. As he had a full 
and deep conviction of human depravity and inability, ac- 
companied with a thorough faafion of the ine all- 
fuffciency ; this induced him to be frequent and carneft 
in clofet-prayer. Moreover, he thought it his incumbent. 
duty, wherever he flayed, (like the pious patriarchs of 
old,) to build an altar unto the Lord, in the family ; and 
to offer up fpiritual facrifices, acceptable to GOD, 
through Cirif Fefes. His conftant method, morning and 
evening, wat, to call his domeftics together: And his 
ueighbors were welcome to come and join with him. 
” Amongft 
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Amongft the le committed to bis care, his deport- 
ment pom gel ces He would floop, with the utmof 
chearfulnefs, to the loweft amongft them; and carried tho 
Spirit of his Sermons into his inary converfation. Ha 
Maintained an uniform, affable gra of behavior ; with- 
out fuffering his temper, either to fti into morofenefs, 
or to evay e into levity. He was chearful, bat nor 
light ; ferious, but not fad. Je was his conftant bufinefs 
and daily endeavors to fet forward the falvation of hia 
flock. he had frequent invitations, to preach in other 
churches, befides his own; he would willingly comply : 
And he often bent his courfe to fuch parts of country, 
as abounded with much h ignorance 3 where he would moft 
familiarly addrefs him: to the uninformed, and adapt 
his ftyle to the loweft capacit among them. He carneftly 
incuicated the whole truth of the gofpel, in the courfe of 
his miniftrations. Let any of thofe traths be ever fo dif- 
agreeable to the prejudices of fome, or ever fo contrary 
to the worldly intereft or inclinations of others, tl 
‘were fure re so bear a! pine fappre 7 aes esaven ra 
indeed, to fhew the |-fyftem in as lovely a light as 
could: But no condleration could prevail haben to 
conceal or difgnite, much lefs to ftifle or eep back, any 
part of it. Like a wife and tender phyfician, diligently 
and minutely inquired into the ftate of his People’s fouls 
As, whether they were competentl: aaint with the 
‘way of falvation; and whether the grace of the Holy 
Spirit had put them into that way. He was, likewife, an 
able cafuift, to refolve the doubts of tempted fouls, and 
to encourage the hopes of the defponding. He would 
often inculcate the neceffity of family-worthip; and ear- 
neftly exhorted the heads of families, to catechize their 
childven and fervants. He entreated them, not to neglect 
clofet devotion: And warned them carefully, againft 
Zquandering away the Lord’s-day, in impertinent vifits, 
idle chat, or foolith jefting. And, when he found any 

ilty in thefe matters, he would not fpeak inft them 
in their abfence ; but, whether were rich or poor, 
whether they were pleafed or difpleafed, he bore in his 
mind the commandment of the Lord, and fhewed bis le 
their tranfgreffion, and the boufe of Jacob” their “fins Cle 
‘would tell them, with tendernefs, and yet with plainnefs, 
that fuch courfes were a fad and fgre proof, that grace had 
not it’s proper work on their fouls = That they were car= 
nal, had not the Spirit of Ciri?. He was'a conftant 

infpeStor 
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infpe@or of their aétions ; a faithful monitor of their 
duny 5 and an impartial reprover of their offences. 

'° improve the minds of thofe with whom he con- 
verfed, was another of his remarkable qualities. Few 
were better furnithed, either with richneis of fancy, depth 
of thought, or copioufnels of expreffion, to hear a fhining 
part in converfation. With thefe talents, he always en- 
deavored to give fome ufeful and religious turn to the dif- 
courte. He bad the amiable art of making an heavenly 
ufe of earthly things. His divine Mafter fent ditciples (men 
ordained to teach the univéric), to learn maxims of wif- 
dom from the birds of the air; fo he made common occur- 
rences to be monitors to inftrué his friends; and glad he 
was, very glad, to have an opportunity of glorifying his 
Maker, and to awaken in himfelf and others a more lively 
fpirit of devotion. He had always a particular pleafure 
and delight in {peaking of, and hearing others recommend, 
the love of Cérift. le feeme:l as if he had made that paf-— 
fage of St duguftin his motto; who faid, Si feribas, non 
placet mibi nifi legam Jelum; fi conferas, non fapit mibi, nift 
Sonusris bi Jefam 5 vue Jelus cf in ore meo mel, in aure melosy 
in corde jubilum. Tam neither pleafed with thofe writ- 
ings, nor ye with that converfation, in which I find not 
a favor of the name of Fefus: For he is as honey to my 
mouth, mufic to my ears, and joy to my heart.” ‘To lay 
plans and {chemes for the of others, was his frequent. 
ftudy ; and to carry thofe icial contrivances inte ex- 
ecution, was his favorite employ. He was very diligent 
in procuring fubfcriptions for the fupport of circulating 
Wels frce-fchools, to teach poor men, women, and chil~ 
dren, to read their native language ; under whofe carc and 
management they were carried on for near thirty years. 
In thefe fchools, no lefs than one hundred fifty-eight 
thoufand two hundred and thirty-feven poor ignorant 
perfons have been taught to read; who, in all proba- 
bility, would have died in ignorance, had it not been 
tor this vfeful infliruation*, Great care was likewife 
taken to catechize and inftru€ the young people, who 
‘were taught in thefe fchools, in the principles of the chrif- 


© If the reader has a defire to {ce the rife and progrefé of thefe ufe- 
ful feminaries of chriftian Knowledge, he wil nd Tull and copious 
‘sccount of them in the reverend Mr. Juxes's ZeBly aceounes, ‘enti 
tled, * Welth Piety,” which were publithed four-and-twenty years 
faceeffively. Although the jest matter of thele papers carry in 
them a i Of ideas, yet there is 2 beautiful variety, apd = 
pleafing diverfity running through the whole; which, at the fame 
‘ime as they afford entertainment fo the religious Reader, difcover the 
Fich talents of the pious Author. 
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tian religion. He having applied to the fociety for pre~ 
srotng chrian now of i faaree be = 2 corre- 
{ponding member; t! caufed to be print two large 
ellitions of the Wey Bible of fifteen thoufand copies 
each, which were fold very cheap for the benefit of the 
poor in Wales. He likewife compofed and publifhed feverak 
excellent and inftra@tive books in the Briti/b language, and 
feveral in EnglifS; and left fome pieces in manufeript, 
which have not yet been publifhed. 

He was v Jharitable to the poor: and his unwearied 
endeavors to alleviate their diftreffes, will render his me- 
mory juftly dear to them, He not only fed and cloathed 
them in confiderable numbers; but was likewife a phyfic 
cian to their bodies, as well as to their fouls. He had by 
Jong ftady arrived at a proficiency in medicine; and 

lasge quantities of | ead fent hits from Loxden, which 
he made up-and difpenfed to the poos gratis, and, t 
GOD"s blefing, with remarkable fuccefs. And when he 
had cured any of his country te of their bodily dif- 
tempers, and ‘thereby gained their love and efteem, he 
never failed to take that opportunity, to fecond it with pa- 
thetic, judicious, and fe le advice; ever exhorting 
them to an eamedft care for their immortal fouls, as being 
of much greater value in GOD’s fight than their perithin, 
bodies: 3 was a diligent cai - Providence 7 He 
woul no duty, or an: methods, to bri 
po ia aa well laid naa forthe a Scone pe 3 yet be 

is eye upon Him, wi fuperint. providence 
over-rules alleventa. There were feveral young itle~ 
amen brought up under his care for the work of the mi- 
aiftry, fome of whom are now eminent and ufefal in the 
eharch, But that which gave a ine tuftre to all his 
other endowments, was his remarkable and uncommon hn- 
mility. Though his friends might admire his fuperi 
abilities and his exemplary bebavior, great wfefulnefs, and 
inceffant dili, igence 3 yet himfelf faw how far he fell 
thort of bis ‘igh calling, and Iamented hie defefts. He 
renounced felf in every view ; was ever unconfcious of 
bis own fhinin: ts ; defirous to improve, even by the 
meaneft, and Tad very depreciat a hts of his own 
performances. He lied for final a ANCE, 
and endle& felicity, on a better righteoufnefs v his 
own, even the tous and tranfcendently perfeét righ- 
teoufhefs of Fe/as Cbrif, imputed anto him for his juiti- 
fication, ‘This was the rock of his hope and the crown 
of his rejoicing. Under affliction and bodily pain ioe 
wiuc: 
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‘which he had a great fhare all his life,) he was very fub- 
miffive and refigned ; be would endure torturing pain 
without murmuring or repining: He bowed and kiffed the 
Tod; yea, there anpeared a ferenity in him, under the 
preffures of the decpeft aflition. As his joy was not of 
this world, fo nu teny calamity could take jt from 
him. He was likewife of a very iving temper. Ho 
would often earneftly pray for his enemies (for fome fuch 
even Mr. Jones had, notwithftanding his piety and up- 
rightnefs,) who, through envy, endeav. to afperfe his 
character, and depreciate his 3. He was of 
the spirit of candor and love ina high degree. Though, 
as aminifter of the churchof England, he had a fteady at- 
tachrhent to her communion, yet, to perfons of tender 
confcience, diflenting from the church, he allowed the 
right of private judgement, and chearfully embraced all 
peright nd Pious eral of every Ener e being 

fenfible, that all the godly are onnz in Chriff Fefus. 

iis gratitude to GOD was remarkable for divine favors. 
lowing paflage, which was communicated by a, 
clergyman, who was intimately acquainted with 

. 4, and made him a vifit a few weeks before he 
Wied, is a fpecimen of his grateful fentiments.—* Soon 
after I entered the room, (fays he) and inquired after his 
welfare ; with a pleafing countenance, though now full of 
ege, and upon the brink of eternity,” he faid, *€ 1 mult hear 
‘witriefs to the ls of GOD. Oh! how wonderful 
is the love of GOD to me! that [{ am now, even now, 
free from that troublefome diftemper the afthma, which f 
‘was fubjeét to in my younger days, that I could not walk 
the length of this room Bue with the greateft difficulty. 
How wonderful is the love of GOD to me! that 1 am 
not blind, as I was for three weeks in my childhood, when 
I had the fmall-pox; and that I am not a blind beggar 
ing from door to door! How wonderful is the love of 

OD ! that I have fuch a friend to take care of me, 
when I cannot help myfelf. How wonderfal is the love 
of GOD! that I now feel but little pain, and that I am 
likely to go to my grave with cafe. How wonderful is 
the mercy of GOD! that I can clearly fee what Chrift has 
done ‘and faffered for me, and that I have not the leaft 
donbt of my intereft in my almighty Saviour. The grand 
enemy of fouls will attempt to difturb my peace and 
tranquillity; but bleffed be GOD for his all-fafiicient 
gece! How wonderful is the kindnefs of GOD! that 
natural faculties of soy foul ere now as ftrong as biped 
2 “ 
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I feel only a little decay in my memory.”—~In thie grateful 
ftrain he went on as long as he was able to fpeak. And at 
another time he faid, —** Bleffed be GOD, his comforts 
fill my foul” He enjoyed much of a delightful frame, 
and longing expe@tation of his everlafting reft, till nature 
fainted, and the tabernacle of clay was taken down. He 
departed this life in comfort and on the eighth day 
of April, 1761, in the feven veighth year of his age, at 
the houfe of a worthy lady [Mrs. Bevan of Laughar ne} in 
which Mr. Foner had been fome time before he died. 

His body was interred at his own parifh church of Liad~ 
dowrer. Fees faneral was very folemn; multitudes of poor 
and difconfolate people teftified their grief by their looks, 
and fhed abundance of tears for the lofa of fo good a man, 
in whom were united the judicious divine, the eminent 

reacher, the loving paftor, and the faithful friend ; who 
Pad labored amongft chem forty-five years. It maybe trul: 
faid of him, that few lives were more heavenly and ufeful, 
and few deaths more triumphant. 

His Worxs. The following are the titles of fome of Mr. 
Jones's printed books, in Engh/s, viz. * 1. The Platform 
of Chriftianity ; being an Explanation of the Thirty-nine 
Articles of the Church of England. II. A Letter to a 
Clergyman ; evincing the Neceffity of teaching the Poor 
in Wales. UI. The Chriftian Covenant, or the Bap- 
tifmal Vow, as ftated in our Church Catechifm, ferip- 
turally explained by Queftion and Anfwer. Note, This 
is the firft part of his intended Expofition of the Church 
Catechifm, in Engli/s. The fecond Part, which goes to 
the End of the Cheed, is included in, 1V. Wife Piety: 
Or, An Account of the Circulating /¥¢kh Charity Schools 
in /Vales, ThefeTraéts were pablifhed annually for four- 
and-twenty years fucceffively, and colleGted into two 
handfome volumes in 8ve. breathe a fpirit of piety 
every way worthy of this <i> Apoftle, as fe was fome- 
times ftyled. Some of thofe in the #4// language may be 
rendered 2.V. A Manual of Prayers for Morning and 
Evening, &c. VI. Free Advice. VII, A Call to the 
‘Throne of Grace. VEIT. A Guide to the Throne of 
Grace. IX. A large Expofition of the Church-Cate- 
chifm, with Scripture Proofs; being a compendious Body 





of Divinity. X. An jpbricgoment of this laft, for the 
Ufe of his i Schools. 1, A Letter upon the Sub~ 
bee of Catechizing the Jj - XII. The Duty of 

raifing GOD. XIII. An of ** Mr, Rees Richard’s 


Wipe Poems” By the kind affiftance of many charitable 
perfons, 
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perfons, Mr. Yones was enabled to print very great num- 
bers (fometimes twelve thoufand, at others cight thou- 
fand, é#c. at an impreffion} of many of the above books, 
which were diftributed throughout all /Vales. 


SAMUEL DAVIES, 
PRESIDENT of the COLLEGE, in New Jerazy. 


HE following account of Przsipxxt Davres is 

I chiefly drawn from a Funeral Sermon, preached by 

fueceffor Dr. Samuel Finly, and from_an Appendix to 

it by the editor of his Sermons, the late Dr. Themas Gib- 
bons. 

The reverend Mr. Samue/ Davies, late prefident of the 
college of New Ferfey, was born on the 3d of November, 
4. D. 1724, in the county of Newcajleon Delaware, His 
father was a planter, who lived with great plainnefs and 
fimplicity, and fapported the character of an honeit and. 
pious man to his death. His mother, who was greatly 
diftinguifhed for her eminent picty, fome time before the 
conception of this only fon, carneltly defied fuch a 
bleffing ; and as fhe then had one daughter, who was near 
five years old, fhe had occafion for the exercife of her 
faith, in waiting for the anfwer to her petition. In this 
fituation, fhe took example from the mothcr of the pro~ 
phet Samuel, and Vowed a vow wnto the Lord; «that if be 
would indeed give her a man-child, foe would devote bim to 
bis rice all the days of bis life. 

it may well be fuppofed that the parents received this 
child as from GOD, and that the mother efpecially, who 
had reafon to look upon him as a token of the divine 
favor, and an exprefs anfwer to her prayers, would, with 
the greateft tendernefa, begin the rearing of this beloved 
plant. As there was no fchool in the neighbourhood, 
ihe herfelf taught him to read : And although he was then 
vety young, he is faid to have made fuch proficiency as 
farprifed every perfon who heard it. He continued at 
home with his parents till he was about ten years old; 
during which time he appeared to have no remarkable im= 
preffions of a religions a but behaving himfelf as ia 
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gormmon for a fprightly child, under the influence of pions 
example and inftroétion. He was then fent to an Englifh 
{chool, at fpme diffance from his father’s, where he con~ 
tinued two years, and made great progrefs in his learn- 
ing; but, for want of the pious inftruction with which 
he was favored at home, he fomewhat more carelefs 
of the things of religion. appears, that about this 
time of Tike, carelefs 2s he was, be made s prattice of 
fecret prayer, st in evening. reafons (as 
fe celld ie in bis Diar a ake the was fo pundival in & 
evening was, that ‘he feared left he fhould perhaps die 
before morning.” What is farther obfervable in hig 
rayers at this time is, that ‘* he was more ardent in his 
Fupplications for being introduced into the Gofpel Mi- 
niltry, than for an other jing.” 
€ About the twelfth year of his age (fays Dr. Finky,) 
the GOD, to, whom he was dedicated by his Word and 
Spirit, awakened him to folemn thonghtfulnefs, and 
anxious concern about his eternal ftare. He then faw 
fafficient reafon Ps dread hoe direfal ered of divite dif- 
pleafure againft fin. And fo deeply imprinted was the raz 
tional fenfo of his dangers as to make im habitually un- 
eafy and reftlefa, anti Tri obtain fatistying 1 icrip- 
tural evidence of his int in the forgiving love of 
GOD. While thus exercifed he clearly. faw the abfolute 
necefity, and certain ity, of the gofpel plan of falva~ 
tion, and what abundant fuirable provifion it makes 
for all the wants of a finner, No other folid ground of 
hope, or unfailing fource of comfort, could he find befide 
the merits and righteonfiets of him, subems GOD fot forth 
to be a propitiation for fin, tbri ith in bis blood. Rom, 
iii, ag? On this Meilecutete Sac wat caabled confidently 
to depend ; by this blood his confcience was purged from 
guilt; and believing, be rejoiced with joy unfpeakable and 
full lory. 1 Pet. i. 8. Yet he was afterwards exer- 
cifed with’ many Perplexing_ doubts for a lo: deafon ¢ 
it at 1) after years repeat felf-exa- 
mination, attained to a ettick confidence of his ine 
tereft in redeeming grace, which he retained to the end. 
A Diai » which be Eept fa the firft years of his religious 
ifs, and continued to keep as as his leifure would 
permit, clearly thews how intenfely his mind was fet on 
heavenly things; how obfervant he was of the temper of 
his heart ; and how watchfal over all his thoughts, words, 
and aétions. Did any cenfure his foibles, or javenile in~ 
difcretions? They would bave done it peace 
« 
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had they known how feverely he cenfured them himfcif. 
The tribunal daily ere&ed in his own bofom was more 
critical in ferutinizing, and more impartial and fevere in 
paffing fentence, than either his friends or enemies could 
Be. Eris love t> GOD, and tender concern for perithing 
finners, excited his eager defire of being in a fituation to 
ferve mankind to the beft advantage. ith this view he 
engaged in the purfuit of learning, in which, umid{t man’ 
obvious inconveniences, he made furpriGng progrefe, and, 
fooner than could have been expected, was Ered compe- 
tently qualified for the minifterial office. He paffed the 
wfual previous trials with uncommon approbation ; having 
exceeded the raifed expedtations of his moft intimate 
Srignds end adeoirers, a di cea paged; ho eenlonsd 
* When he waa licenfed to a |, he zealou! 
declared the counfel of ‘GOD, the trath and importance 
of which he knew by happy experience; and did it in 
fach a manaer, as excited earneft defires of every va- 
cant tion, where he was known, to obtain the 
happinefs of his fated miniftrations. But, far from gra- 
tifying hia natural inclination to the fociety of his friends, 
or confulting his eafe, snowed by contience of duty, be 
undertook the charge of a ting congregation in 
Virginia, feparated fron all his brerhren, and expofed to 
the cenfure and refentment of many. But rhe more he 
was known in thofe parts, the more were prejudices rce- 
moved ; contempt was gradually rurned into reverence ¢ 
the number of his enemies daily diminifhed, and his friends 
increafed. Nor did he there labor in vain, or {pend his 
firength for nought. The Lord, who counted him faith- 
ful, putting him into the miniftry, fucceeded his faithful 
endeavors, (o that a great number, both of whites and 
blacks, were hopefully converted to the living GOD : 
For the proof of this, I muft refer to his own narrative 
fent to the reverend Mr. e//amy, and by him publithed, 
and to hit letters to fome lemen of the fociety in 
Landon for propagaging reli among the poor, As to 
his natural genius, it was flrong and mafculine, His un- 
derftanding was clear; his memory retentive; his inven- 
tion quick ; hia imagination lively and florid ; his thoughts 
foblime ; and his language elegant, ftrong, and e: 
And I cannot but prefume sae tree and ay ie es will 
readily difcern a great degree of true poetic fire, ftyle, an 
iaeery, in his pt ivr pe sae aaa and will th it that 
he was capable te have shone in that way, had his leifure 
© permitted 
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permitted the due cultivation of his natural talent. His 
appearance in company was manly and gracefal; his beha- 
‘wiour genteel, not ceremonious; grave, i pleafant ; and 
folid, bat fprightly too. In a word, he was an »pen, 
converfable, and entertaining companion, a polite geutle- 
man, and devout chriftian, at once. 

« Te may here be properly obferved, that he was chofen 
by the fynod of New-York, at the inftance of the truftecs 
of New Yerfey College, a2 2 ft perfon to accompany the 
yeverend Mr. Gilbert Tennent to Great-Britain and Ireland, 
in order to folicit benefa€tions for the faid college. As 
this manifefied the high opinion which both the fynod and 
corporation entertained of his ular talents abiljtiess 
fo his ready compliance to Pelertake that fervice, ha~ 
zardous and difficult in itfelf, and precarious jn its confe- 
quences, which required him to over-look his domeftic 
conneétions, however tender and cndearing, manifedted 
his refolution and felf-denial. How well he was qualified 
as afolicitor, is witnefled by the numerous and large be- 
nefadlions he received. His fervices, as was meet, were 
gratefully accepted by his conftituents; and ta the pious, 

nerous, and pablic:fpirited charity of the friends of re- 

ligion and learning in Great-Britain, received on that oc- 
cafion, does the college of New-Fer fey, in a great degree, 
owe all its late flourifhing condition.’ —Thefe were among 
the numerous benefits, which America received from the 
Parent-State ; and happy would it have been, for ber cer- 
tainly, and perhaps for both, if that mutually interefting 
tie had never been diffolved. Briti/B affeétion and pro- 
teftant patronage are but poorly exchanged for French in- 
trigues and popifh attentions. We may fay with the poet, 


O fortunatos nimiue, fua fi bona nbrint ! 


Te may pethaps not be amifs to mention that when he re- 
tumed home fiom his voyage to Great Britain, he entered 
again on his beloved tatk of preaching the gofpel to his 
feveral congregations ; and he continned in this work till 
the year 1759, when he was eleéted prefident of the col- 
lege of New-Ferfey, in the room of the late reverend Mr. 
Pimaiben Rekwards. The college, before he came, had 

een in an unhappy fituation; partly owing to the length 
of that melancholy period between the death of prefident 
Burr, and his acceffion, and partly to the evil difpofitions 
and practices of a few members of the fociety. Prefident 
Burr died in September 17575 And althongh ‘Mr. Edwards 
was eleGted a few days aficr, hedid not take upon himfelf 
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{as was obferved in his life) the government of the colle; 
till February, 17585 and a fortnight after took t 
fmall-pox, of which he died in Afarch following. Mr. 
Davies was not initiated into his office till the latter end 
of July, 1759. _So that the college lay under the obvious 
difadvantages of a bereayed condition for almoft two 

ears. Hut the prudent meafures, tahen by. Prefident 

avies foon farmounted thefe difadvantages; fo that in 
3 few months fpirie of emulation in learning and mora~ 
lity, as had been ufual, evidently charafterized the ftu- 
dents of Naffax Hall. 

While he continued Prefident his labors were great, 
and his application ro ftudy was _neceffarily mo: 
than that of his predeceffors. For he came to this feminary 
of learning, when its knowledge, by the eminent abilities 
of Prefident Burr, was advanced to a very confiderable 
degree; and he had juft emerged from great minifterial 
labor in various places, whercin a common genius would 
have heen able co have made but litde improvement in 
academical learning. Befides, the fpcedy paffage he made 
through the courfe of his ftudies, previous to his entering 
into the minifiry, made his fabloquont application the 
more neceflary for fo important a fituation, He would 
not degrade his office, but withed to be in reality what his 
ftation fuppofed him, and accordingly exerted himtelf to 
the utmoft. The labors of the day feemed to him rather 
an incentive to Study than to 1ef in the night; for he 
commonty fat up till twelve o'clock, and often Inter, 
though he rofe by break of day. ‘Phe fuecefs beheolt a 

ertionable; for by the efforts of his. genius, and by 

his induftry, he left the college of New-‘Yerfey at his deat 
in as high a ftare of literary merit, as it ever had been in, 
fince its firft inftitution, here ig reafon to believe, that 
the intenfe application with which Mr, Davies attended to 
the dutias off his office was one great caufe of his death. 
‘The habit of his body was pletlioric: And it is not to be 
doubted but that his health for fome ycars had very much 
depended upon the exercife of riding, to which he was 
neceffarily obliged while he lived in Virginia, though even 
then he had feveral fevere fevers, fuppofed to arife princi- 
paily from his application to fudy in the intervala of 
Tiding abroad, and poffbly to the infalubrity of that cli- 
mate; the heats ‘and colds of which being fo violent, and 
ip fudden in their tranfitions, as to fhock the human 
frame in a manner that Exropeans cannot eafily conceive. 
‘When he came to the college he fcarcely ufed any bodily 
exercifey 
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exercife, fave what was required in going from his own 
houfe to Naffau-Hall, which is a fpace about ten rods, five 
or fix times a day. In the latter end of January, A.D. 
1761, a viblent cold feized him, and, for his relief, he 
was bled. The fame day he tranfcribed for the pref the 
fermon, which was foon after publifhed, on the death of 
the late king, and the day after preached twice in the 
college-hall ; by all which the arm, in which he was bled, 
became much inflamed, and increafed his former indifpo- 
fition. On the Monday morning afterwards at breakfatt, 
he was fcized with a cold fit, which was facceeded by an 
inflammatory fever, that in ten days brought on the period 
of his life. “ Although premonitions of th in the pre- 
fent ftate of the world are feldom, if ever, given to man- 
kind ; and they who are difpofed to interpret ordinary oc- 
currences into fuch premonitions, when, by fomethi: 
Gimilar in the event thofe occurrences would feem as i 
predi@ive, generally difcover their weaknefs; yet the 
circumftaaces of the death of an eminent perfon arecom- 
monly very acceptable to the public, and for this reafon 
it may not be amifs to mention an anecdote, which Mr. 
Davies more tha once took notice of in his laft fick- 
is. 

An intimate friend of his, a few days before the begin- 
ning of the year in which he died, in converfation told 
him that a‘fermon would be expected from him on the 
‘New Year’s Day ; and, among other things, happened to 
mention that the late Prefident Burr, on the firft day of 
the year wherein he died, preached a fermon on Gere 
xxviii, 16. Thus faith the Lord, This year thou foalt dis; 
and after his death, the people took occafion to fay it was 
premonitory; upon which Mr, Davies obferved, that 
“¢ although it ought not to be viewed in that light, yet it 
‘was very remarkable.” When New Year's Day came he 
preached ; and the congregation were not a little furprifed 
at his taking the fame text of fcripture. Upon his being 
taken with his laft Gcknefs, about three weeks after, he 
foon adverted to this circumftance, and mentioned it as 
remarkable, that he had been undefignedly led to preach, 
as it were, his own funeral fermon. It is much to be Ia- 
mented that the violence of the diforder, of which this 
excellent man died, deprived him of the lar exercifa 
of his reafon the ter part of the time of his ficknefs 5 
otherwife the public might have been edified by his re~ 
marks on the views of an approaching eternity, and might 
dare received another evidence of theexcellency snsneret 
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of that religion, which can port Aa foul, and beni 
the, otherwife gloomy, eafy chear~ 
fal. But peta his dele ium his mind difcovered the fa- 
vorite objeéts of its concern, the Brofperity of Chriffs 
church, and the good of mankind. lis bewildered brain 
was continually imagini and his faultering eR 
preffing, fome expedient tor thefe important purpofes. 
Mr. Davies been fettled at Prince-Jown about 
eighteen ‘snonths G Sie vallcees y kacapticd his ality = 
as pre over tl t thi might 
been expected from that rare aad’ remarkca mee there 
was in him of what was great and good. But, alas! i 
the midft of his days, (little more than thirty-fix ycare of 
age) he was called away, from this opening fcene of ex- 
traordinary ufefulnefs, to the invifible world, the world 
of glory and blefledpets, ¢ Au evidences of the admirable 
fire that dwelt in him, Jet me add (fays Dr. Gibbous) 2 
Ww aragraphe from the many letters with which, in the 
courte of about nine years correfpondence, he has favored 
me, Speaking in one of his letters concerning his chil- 
dren, he faye; ‘¢ I am folicitous for them, w! I con- 
fider what 2 contagious world they have entered into, and 
the innate infection of their natures. There is nothing 
that can wound a parent’s heart fo deep, as the thought 
that he fhould bring up children to di or his GOD 
here, and be miferable hereafter. I beg your provers for 
mine, and hag may expect a retaliation in the fame kind.” 
In another detter he fays, ‘* We have now three fons and 
two daughters ; whofe young minds as they open I am en~ 
deayoring to cultivate with my own hand, unwilling ta 
traft them to a ftranger ; and 1 find the bufinefs of educa- 
tion much more difficult than I expeéted.—My dear little 
creatures fob and drop a tear now and then under my in~ 
ftro@tions, but I am not fo happy as to fee them under 
deep and lafting imprefions of religion; and this is the 
greateft grief they afford ms. Grace cannot be commu- 
picated by natural defcent ; and, if it could, they would 
yeceive but little ‘from me. I earneftly beg your prayers 
for them.” Another epiftie telis me, ** As for myfelf, I 
ata jatt Brtelogace to live in vain. I entered the miniftry 
with fuch a fenfe of my unfitnefs for it, that I had no 
Sanguine ex) tions fuccefs. And a condefcending 
GOD (0, ‘condefcending !) has made me much more 
| ghia moda T could hope. But, alas! my brother, 
have but little, very little Sue reigned My advance- 
ts in holinefs are 3 what I cone 
ween ‘extremely mal} Vee 
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fefs, artd.am fure it is true, and not the rant of exceffive 
or afeGed hamility. It is an eafy thing to make a noife 
jn the world, to florith and harangue, to dazzle the 
crowd, and fet them all agape, but ly to imbibe the 
Spirit of cbritianity, to maintain a fecret walk with GOD, 
to be holy ashe is holy, this is the labor, this is the work. 
J beg the affiftance of your prayers in fo grand and impor 
tant an enterprize. — The dificult the minifterial 
work feems to grow upon my hands. Perhaps once in 
three or four months! preach in fome meafure as I could 
with; thar "s, I preach as in the fight of GOD, and as if 
I were to ftep from the pulpig to the fupreme tribunal. I 
feel my fubjeét. 1 melt into tears, or I fhudder with 
horror, when I denounce the terrors of the Lord, I glow, 
1 foar in facred extafies, when the love of Fe/us is my 
theme, and, as Mr. Baxter was wont to exprefe it, in 
lines more ftriking to me than all the fine poetry in the 
world, 


€ I preach, a8 if 1 ne’cr fhould preach agains 
¢ And, as a dying man, to dying men.” 
I fhall conclude my cxtracts (continues Dr. Gibbons) 
from his cpittolary correfpondence with part of a letter 
od Hanover, September \2, 1757+ : 
«¢ My ever dear friend, 
*¢ T am juft beginning to creep back from the valley of 
the fhadow of death, to which 1 made a very near ap- 
roach afew days ago, 1 was feized with a moft violent 
fever, which came to a crifis in a_week, and now it is 
much abated, though I am ftill confined to my chamber. 
In this fhattered ftate my trembling hand can write but 
dictle to you, and what I write will be Janguid and con- 
fufed, like its author, But as the Virginia fleet ia about 
to fail, and I know not when I fhall have another oppor- 
tonity, I cannot avoid writing fomething. I would fit 
down on the grave’s mouth, and taik awhile with my fa- 
vorite friend; and from my fituation you may forefee 
what fubjeGts my converfation will rurn upon-—-Death— 
Eternity—the fapreme tribunal. Blefled be my Mafter’s 
name, this diforder found me employed in his fervice. It 
feized me in the pulpit, like a foldier wounded in the 
field. ‘This has been a bufy fummer with me. In about 
two month? ] rode about five hundred miles, and preached. 
about forty rmons. This affords me fome pleafare in 
the review. But, alas! the mixture of fin and of man 
pamelefs imperfections, that run through and corrupt 
‘ ba f 
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‘wy fervices, give me fhame, forrow, and mortification. 
My fever taale unofal ravages upon my underflanding, 
J rendered me frequent] delirious, and always ftupid. 
But, when I had any little fenfe of things, I generally felt 
pretty calm and ferene, and death, chat mighty terror, 
‘was Jitarmed- Indeed the thonght of leaving ‘my dear 
family deftitute, and my flock fhepherdicls, made mc 
often fart back and cling to life; but in other refpeéts 
death ap a kind of mdifferency to me. l’ormerly I 
have wifhed to live longer that I might be better prepared 
tor heaven, but this confideration had but very little 
weight with me, and that for a very unufual reafon, which 
was this. After long trial I found this world is z place fa 
unfriendly to the growth of every thing divine and hea- 
venly, that I was afraid, if I fhould live longer, { fhoukd 
be no better fitted for heaven than I am. Indeed | have 
hardly any hopes of ever making any Pret attainments in 
holinefs while in this world, though f fhould be doomed 
to flay in it as long as Afcthufelab. { fee other chriftians 
indeed around me make fome progrefs, though they go 
on with but a fnail-like motion: Hut when J confider 
that I fet out about twelve years old, and what fanguine 
hopes I then hud of my fature progrefs, and yet that T 
have been almoft at a ftand ever fince, 1 am quite dif~ 
couraged.—O my good Mafter, if E may dae to call 
thee fo, Tam afraid 1 fhail never ferve thee much better 
on this fide the region of perfection. ‘The thonght grieves 
me: It breaks my heart, but 1 can hardly hope better. 
Buc if L have the fealt Spark of true piety in my breaft, I 
fhall not always Jabor under this complaint. No, my 
Lord, I fhalt yet ferve thee—ferve th'« through an im= 
mortal duration—with the a¢tivity, the fervor, the per- 
feétion of the rapt feraph that adores and burns. I very 
much fufpect this defponding vi-w of the matter is wrong, 
and I do not mention it with approbation, but only relate 
it as an unufual reafon for my willingnets to die, which 
I never felt before, and which I could not fupprefa, 
s¢ In my ficknefs { found the unfpeakable importance of 
a Mediator in a religion for Gnners. O! 1 could have 
given you the word of a dying man for it, that that Fefus 
whom’ you preach is ii a neceffary, and an all-fuffi- 
cient Saviour. Indeed he is the only fupport for a de- 
parting foul. None but Cbrif, none but Chrif. Had I 
as many good works as Abraham or Paul, t would not 
have dared to build my hopes upon fuch a quickfand, but 
only on this firm eternal rock. I am rifing up, my bros 
« ther, 
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ther, with defire to recommend him better to my fellows 
peal e I have done. But, alas! T hardly hope to 
accomplith it. He has done a great deal more by me 
already than ever I expected, and infinitely more than I 

But he never intended me for great things. 
He has beings both of my own and of foperior orders 
that can perform him more worthy fervice. O! if I 
might but untie the latchet of his foes, or draw water 
for the fervice of his fantuary, it is enough for me. Jam 
no nor would I murmur becaufe I am not——— 
Rip Rota tale the, and I mull give over—pray for 
soe—write to me—love me livii ‘ing, on earth 

fame komm, ve 


& Acar Sir, 
«© Your heast-united friend and fervant.” 


Cons 


SAMUEL WALKER, A.B. 


HE public is indebted to the pious and reverend 

Mr. James Stillingfleet for a very excellent account 

the life and miniftry of Mr. WALKER, prefixed to 

two volumes of his pofthumous fermons on the baptifmal 

covenant, sc. We make no apology for tranfcribing 

from this memoir, as we mean the fame thing with its 

valuable author, the edification of men; for which pur- 

pofe, few pieces, through the divine bleffing, are more ably 
or more happily calculated. 

‘ Thofe of the clergy (fays the reverend Editor) into 
whofe hands thefe fheets may fall, will excufe my impor- 
vanity, if I bef their more careful attention in re- 
viewing the life and writings of Mr. Walker : Though 
neither eminence of ftation in the world, nor rare and un- 
‘common attainments in human literature, will excite their 
admiration; for he lived and died a curate; and though be 
‘was no way deficient in any branch of learning pertaini 
to his pi ion, yet he was engaged in too JBive and 
bafy a fcene of life to have leifure to acquire that extent 

depth of erudition, which many men of lefs employ- 
ment without fuperior abilities have attained to. But the: 

will find in him excellencies of another kind, not Tete 

worthy of their regard; they will here contemplate sd 
Ps 
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life and doétrines of one poffeffed in an eminent degree of 
the knowledge, fpirit and zeal of a primitive chriftian 
teacher; of one who, though poor in this world, was 
rich in faith and good works ; of one, who had learned to 
efteem the reproach of Ch: if greater riches than the trea~ 
fares of Egypt. 

¢I humbly call upon you, reverend Brethren, who have 
taken upon you the folemn and important office of the mi~ 
niftry, to obferve with what dill ¢ and earneft con- 
cern for the falvation of the fouls of men he Jabored faith- 
fully to falfil the duties of his fan@tion. I befeech you to 
confider with calm and unprejudiced minds, ssa maxter of 
the utmoft importance to yourfelves, whether his fenti- 
ments were not exaétly agreeable to the revealed word of 
GOD, and his conduét in all things conformed to the ex~ 
amples of faith and patience therein recorded for our in- 
ftruGtiion and imitation. If upon a cool and difpaffionate 
examination, you fee reafon to conciade that t were, 
let_ me carneftly intreat you to be followers of him as he 
alfo was of Chri. If fach a conduc fhould expofe you, 
as it did him, to reproaches and fufferings, contempt and 
ridicule, not only from the more openly carelefs and pro- 
fligate, but even from who, though they maintain a 
decent form of godli are neverthelets unhappy 
ftrangers to the life and power thereof ; you will with 
remember, that he, who fpake as never man fpake, was de- 
fpifed and rejeéted of men; and rake confolation from 
thefe encouraging words of your bleffed Mafter, who de- 


clared to his difciples that they would have great caufe to 
rejoice and be exceeding glad, men fhould revile them 
sand perfacute them, and fay all manner of evil of them fall, 


rs 
‘or bis and bis gofpel’s fake. Uf, with him , you enduré bard= 
See ie ete ES il cain war pacatog cont fr 
evil, or railing for railing, but contrariwife bleffing s if you 
are nothing moved by whatever trials may affaule you, 
from the feady and uninterrupted purfuit of your own 
falvation, and that of thofe who hear you, you will alfo 
doubtlefs with him be made abundant partakers of the 
rich confolations that are in Cérjf, to fweeten your paf- 
fage through this vale of fin and forrow: You will 
triumph as he did in the immediate profpeé of approaching 
diffolation, and at laft enter into the pofleffion of that 
‘lorious inheritance, wherein he is now praifing the Lord 

x his and mercy, and exulting in the fruition of 
eternal blifs. I will now enter upon the talk affigned to 
me of drawing up from authentic memorials a facciné& ac- 
count 
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count of the life ond _miniffry of the author of tk 
following difcourfes. Our Author, Samwel Walker, wi 
the youngeft of feven children; he was born at Excte 
on the roth day of Decembcr, in the year of our Lor 
1714. His parents were Robert Walker of the city ¢ 
Exeter, efq3 and Margaret his wife, who was the onl] 
daughter of the reverend Mr. Richard Hail, minifter ¢ 
Sr. Scdimands and 4i-ballows in that city. Rebert Walker 
the father of Mr. Samuel Walker, was the only fon of Si 
Thomas Walker, knight, who, as his anceftors had done 
reprefented the city of Exeter in many facceffive parlia 
mente during the reigns of K. Charles I. and K. Charics I] 
Sir Thomas's lady was Mary the only daughter of the re 
verend Samuel Hall, A. M. youngett fon of Dr. Fofep 
Hall, formerly bithop of Exeter. : 

Thus was our Author lineally defcended from thz 
pious, Icarned, evangelical, and truly chriftian prelate, t 
Whom he feemad to have been allied not only by proximit 
of blood, but likewife by affinity and fimilarity of fenti 
ment; 2s well as by a yet nobler rolationthip in grace, b 
being united, as a living member of the fame myftic: 
body, to the fame glorious and exalted head Chit Fife: 
Mr, Samuel Walker, having lived under the care of hi 
parents, till he was eight years of age, was then put t 
the Grammar-fchool in Exeter, where he continued till b 
was eighteen; when he was fent to Exeter-College in th 
‘univer ty of Oxford, and put under the care of the rec 
tor of ¢] focietys Dr. Francis Webber. Having take 
the degree of bachelor of arts in the year 1737, he wa 
ordained the latter end of that year, and appointed t 
the curacy of Dodefcomb-Leigh in the neighbourhood ¢ 
Exeter, where he continued till 4uguf, 1738. He wa 
prevailed upon by the Jate Jord Rofle to undertake th 
charge of his youngeft brother’s education, and to mak 
the tour of France with him ; where Mr. Walker acquire 
many of thofe polite accomplifhments, which adorn th 
gentleman. About two years after, he returned to Englana 
and accepted the curacy of Lanlivery in the county ¢ 
Cornwall, under the reverend Nicholas Kendall, A. Mi. on 
of the canons of Exeter, and archdeacon of Zerne/s, O: 
the death of Mr, Kendall, Mfarch 3, 1740, he was pre 
fented by Walter Kendall, efq; to the {aid vicarage, to hol 
the fame during the minority of a w of Mr. Kendal: 
to whom, upon his coming of age, Mr. Walker refigne 
‘it, and at Midfummer, 1740, entered upon the curacy ¢ 
Truro in Cornwall. Mr, iValker, dusing the fix years h 
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ferved Lanlivery, was always much efteemed for the de- 
cency and regularity of his conduct ; having been by a 
gtacious Providence preferved from all grofs vices. is 
confcience, even at that time, dictated to him the neceility 
of conftant diligence in the public duties of preaching and 
catechizing 3 th he was then unacquainted with thofe 
evan, elicak principles, which he afterwards embraced and 
taugee with fo much fuccefs in the latter years of his mi- 
niftry. Nor did he, deftitute as he was of the light and 
motives which influenced his after conduct, negleét at any 
feafon to vifit his parifhioners, and give them the beft coun- 
fel and advice he was able. A remarkable inftance of his 
concern for them ftands upon record in one of his papers. 
In the year 1744, being feized with a violent fever, he fent 
to a neighborin; tleman and diated to him a letter, 
which in cafe of his death he defired might be tranferibed 
and given to fuch of his parifhioners, as he found neither 
his preaching nor his private admonitions had wrought any 
good effe& upon, whofe names he then defired the gentlo- 
man to take down; which is an evidence of his concern for 
the fouls of thofe under his care. 

But before we proceed farther, it may not be amifs to fay 
fomething concerning Mr. Walker's endowments in 
body and mind, As to his perfon, he was tall in ftature, 
his features were ftrong and comely, and his deportment 
fach as commanded refpeét. An air of authority, which 
waa natural to him, ofually ftruck an impreffion of awe, at 
the firft interview, upon thofe that converfed with him = 
But yet he conducted himfelf in fuch a manner, that whit 
with a becoming dignity he extorted even from the froward. 
and petulant a refpeét due to the minifterial character, by 
his affabilicy and readinefs either in communicating his own 
thoughts, Or attending to what was faid by othera, he ren- 
dered himfelf an agreeable companion to thofe, who were 
willing cither to impart or to receive inftru@lion. In his 
converfation he difcoveredan uncommon depth of thought, 
and delivered his fentiments with readineis of expreffion 
on any fubject, His underftanding was remarkably clear, 
and continued fo to the very Iaft. He was poffefled of a 
quick spprebenfion, a folid judgement, and a retentive me- 
mory. ‘The faculty, which appeared in a more diftinguith- 
ing manner, was bis methodical exattnefs and propriety i 
the arr: ment of his fhoughts, and the diftribution of 
the feveral parts of the fubject he undertook to elucidate. 
‘This is to be difcerned throu, his writings. And when 
his friends have obferved to him that he ufally difcovered 

Vor. IV. Aa great 
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wt accuracy and ropriety in dividing the matter of his 
Siicourfes, he was Wont at fuch times to fay, that togic had 
been a favorite ftudy with him from his youth. id in- 
deed he generally took an opportunity of recommending an 
improvement in the art ic to younger divines, who 
confulted him upon the profecution of their ftudies, He 
cautioned them to heware of quoting fcraps of feripture, as 
they ftand by themfelves, and building opinions thereon, 
which the context would not authorize. In oppofition to 
this flothful cuftom, he advifed them te confider each paf- 
fage, with reference to what went before and what followed 
after ; and likewife to mark with attention, what analogy it 
hore to the general plan of falvation by grace. This cir- 
cumftance might perhaps with more propriety have been re- 
ferved to be mentioned hereafter ; but as I was fpeaking of 
hia intelleétual endowments, it naturally occurred to me in 
this place. 

But to return : Our Author, as it was mentioned, quit~ 
ted Laniivery, and fettled at Zrure in the year 1746; at 
which time he was univerfally efteemed not only in his 
private character, but likewife for the regular difcharge of 
the duties of his paftoral funétion. Some of my Readers 
may Bethaps afk, <1f Mr. Walker bore fo able a 
charadter at his firft coming to Zrure; what occafion had he 
either to make any alteration in his principles, or to new- 
model his conduét J will thercfore endeavor to give an 
anfwer to this queftion, which concerns 3 moft important 
crifis in his life, in as clear and fatisfaGtory a manner as 1 
am able. It ia hardly to be fuppofed, that a man of his 
ftrong fenfe and folidity of judgement fhould be induced 
to di fo entirely from his former felf, if he had not feen 
fufficient ground to believe, that he had been totally mifta- 
ken. There never was a man lefs likely to be deceived by 
any enthufiaflic impreffions, of which he was always fo 
Jealous, that it was his conftant rule to watch over the rea- 
fonings of his own mind, to compare all its conclufions 
with the plain fenfe of fcripture, and to lay no ftrefs on 
any thing that was not warranted by an agreement with 
that unerring rale, Thus was he guarded againft the de- 
Jufive fallies of 2 lively imagination ; neither was he more 
likely to be miffed by a deference to the authority of others, 
whatever his opinion or efteem of them might be; but 
what he faw for himfelf, uired in the word of GOD, 
as matter of faith or practice, that and that only he thought 
himfelf bound to believe and do. And he was fo much 
afraid of leading others into that blind fubmiffion to his 
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jadgement, which he would not pay himfelf to any hu. 
fos authority, that he made it aivays a part of his nivice 
to thofe whom he inftruéted, not to give their affent to any 
thing he fhould tell them, becaufe he faid it; but to go to 
their Bible, and to fearch the icriptures, that their faith 
might not be built upon man’s authority, but only upon 
divine te@timony. It was not therefore without reafon 
that he fubmited to a change, which arofe from the moft 
deliberate and well-grounded conviction. Did Religion 
require nothing more than external decency of manners, it 
mutt certainly be allowed that he was under no neceffity of 
reformation. But to make the neceffity of fuch a change 
2 little more intelligible to thofe of my Readers, who ma’ 
have hitherto negh to confult the ‘interefts, and atten 
to the concerns, of their own immortal fouls, I muft take 
leave to remind them, that there is an effential and very 
important difference between the external Profeffor of 
Chriftianity and the real internal Chriftian: That to de- 
pend upon regularity in obferving the outward modes of 
worthip, upon aéts of henevolence and kindnefs, upon ab-~ 
taining from grofs injuftice and fcandalous vices; that, in 
Short, to appear outwardly blamelefs unto men, to make a 
fair fhew in the flefh, and thereby to ftifle and appeafe the 
admonitions and accufations of confcience, which was juft 
our Author’s former cafe, is the utmoft height of the reli- 
gion of thofe, who take up with the form of godlinefs void 
of the power thereof; but that the real chriftian, without 
Being lefs careful to walk worthy of the vocation wherewith be 
is called, and to adorn his profeffion by the practice of every 
thing that is amiable and praife-worthy, is farther taught to 
look carefully to the ftate of his heart and affections, and 
to examine the principles which adtuate his condua, 

He is filled with an habitual and earneft defire to be con- 
formed, in the inward temper and difpofition of his foul, to 
the image of him who bare our fins in bis own body on she 
tree, that all who believe in bim might not perifh, but bave eter- 
nal life. He ftrivesto mortify all the corrupt inclinations, 
both of the ipa and of the mind to regounee re own 
will in every inftance where it rifes in an ree of oppo- 
&tion to that of GOD; to be valiant in the conte of edb 
and histruth ; and refolute in bearing, with meeknefs and 
Patience, the troubles he will wnavoidably meet with for 
confcience fake : Such, and fo different from his former 
felf, was our Author, after this important change had taken 
place in him. 

Aaa K 
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If the Reader is fenfible of the difference, which I have 
faintly endeavored to reprefent between the real and nomi- 
nal chriftian, he will {ee the neceffity of fuch a change ; and 
hig queftion will be antwared pas arey en a 

occafion sis bei t to this o 
himfelf was as Fe Reedy Sater, year after he came to 
Irurs, being in company with fome friends, the fubje@ of 
whofe converfation turned the nature of juitifying 
and faving. faith, he, as he y owned afterwards, be~ 
came fenfible that he waa totally unacquainted with that 
faith which had been the topic of the di and alfo 
convinced that he was deftitute of fomething, which was 
of the greateft importance to his own as well as to the fal- 
vation of the people committed to his charge. He {aid no- 
thing at that time of the concern he was brought under to 
any one of the company, but was ever afterwards, a3 op- 
portunity offered, ready to enter upon the fubject. le 
began to difcover that be had hitherto been ignorant of 
the nature of gofpel-falvation, inattentive to the fpiritual 
fate of his own foul and the fouls of others, and governed 
in all his condu& not by the only chriftian motives of love 

(o GOD and man, but purely by fuch as were wholly fen- 

fual and felfifh ; he found that he was a flave to the defire of 
man’s efteem ; and in fhort, as he himfelf expreffed it, that 
ali had been wrong both within and without. Upon this 
difcovery, he applied himfelf with diligence and fervent 
prayer to the fludy of the holy fcriptures, and having by 
rc means gained a farther infight into the nature of 
man’s fpiritual diforder, and of the remedy afforded in the 
gofpel, this neceffarily led him to make a confiderable alte- 
ration in his preaching, both as to the choice of his fub- 
jets and the manner of his addrefs. Convinced that the 
divine teftimony was the only fure ground of a divine faith, 
he waa careful to affert nothing that was not immediately 
drawn from the word of GOD, it being now his it aim 
and ftudy, to ufe his own phrafe, ‘* to be a good Bible Di- 
vine.” Bat of all {hele particulars the Reader will gain = 
clearer knowledge from the following Meditation writtea 
by him at his return from a meeting of neighboring cler- 
gymen, who met together for the purpofe of religious con- 


“* Secing the Gofpel-revelation is a difpenfation of 
grace 5 a remedy for a fallen creature ; we muft needs be 
fenfible of thofe effects which the fail hath had on us, ere 
we can make a right ufe of the gofpel. For my own part, I 
Jived many years in an entire ignorance of a corrupted na- 

ture 5 


WALKER, 357 


ture; although J had learnt to reafon in a ff lative and 
hiforical way upon man’s degeneracy. Since it hath 
Pleafed GOD in fome meafnre to enlighten the Bk of my 
‘underftanding, I look back upon thofe days of blindnefs, 
and plainly fee, that while I kept to an external cuftomary 
decency, and in fome fenfe regularity, I was influenced b: 
and aéted apon two hidden principles, as contrary to GO! 
as darknefs is to light ; the one, a prevailing defire of re~ 
utation and being efteemed, which went through all I did, 
lowed me into all companies, diétated all I ‘fia, led me 
to compliance often indire@ oppofition to confcience, made 
me above all things fearful of being thought little of, di- 
reéted all my fermons both in writing and in {peaking them, 
and in fhorr ft fed my whole life till, 1 ho e, the lat- 
ter years of i other, a defire of pleafure, which ren- 
dered me flothfal, indolent, and reftlefs out of company, 
eager after amufements, ¢c, but this was fo fubordinate ta 
the other, that I was always beft delighted with fuch enter- 
tainments as gave me opportunity of fetting off any ex~ 
cellence I might feem to have; fuch as mufic and dancing. 
By thefe two the ftrong man the palace of my heart, 
and all was : that in fo ftrange a manner, that 
do not recolle& the leaft fufpicion of my being out of the 
way; for I had learnt to reft upon my freedom from the, 
geoficht vices, and keeping a fort of ftri€tnefs in attending 
upon the forms of my miniftry, and efpecially in engaging 
others to attend them. Were I to fay with how many 
heart-felt pangs of fear and difquietude I have been brought, 
during thefe latter years, to any reafonable meafure of in- 
difference about the efteem of world, | fhould defcribe 
the paffages which have moft ingrofled my mind. The 
Jove of pleafure decayed firft: Bue yet I could only part 
with it by 3 “And many things of that fort I conti- 
nued in, when I had no pleafure in them, becaufe I was 
ae to iors Sen oo ae 
nm a letter from a clergyman concerning ¢l irft quef- 
tion in the office for the ordaining of deacons, pablifhed in 
1758, Mr. Walker faysof himfelf, ‘* As 1 was ignorant of 
the fatvation that is in Chriff Fefus, and of my want of 
him in all bis offices, fo I had nor taken the leait notice of 
the fpiritual fate of others. It wasto me asa thing I had 
no concern with, that fins of the groffeft kind were com- 
mitted on every fide of me. atter I waa ordained, I 
had no fight or thought of the condition my parifhioners 
were in, thongh I had fome defire that they Should come ro 
church and facrament, and not drink, fwear, and the like.” 
Aag Bot 
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But the whole of this matter is explained more at I 
$n a letter written by bim in the year 1753 to a friend in 
‘London, wherein be gives a particular account of his mi- 
niftry at Zrure from the very beginning. 

«In the year 2746, I undertook (as cwrate) the charge 
of this populous and large town, in many refpects 
principal town in the connty, GOD knows upon what 
‘unworthy views I did it, how utterly difqualified my 
heart and head were for my minifterial rrvft, 1 had been 
then fome years vicar of a neighboring patifh., But, dear 


Sir, how muft I have fuffered ¢] r fouls there to ftarve 
and perifh, while I was only led of hiftorical notions 
of ali the vitals of chriftianity; the corruption of man’s 


nature, his mifery and helpleffacts; the fatisfaction and 
fufficiency of Chrift; the neceffity of a renewed mind ; the 
need of the work of the Spirit ! “Chefe 1 knew notionally, 
but neither felt nor taught them prattically, You muft 
own, I ought to go forrowing to the grave upon a review 
of ix years fo pafled over. ‘Neverthelefs I was thought 
well of, and indeed efteemed beyond moft of my brethren, 
for my zegularity, decency, vors to keep up external 
attendances, and fomewhat or other in my public addreffes. 
‘Would to GOD I were the only one introfted with the 

fpel in thefe circumftances ! It was at leaft a year after 

‘the kind providence of GOD brought me hither, ere I fell 

under confiderable fufpicions or uneafinefs about myfelf 
and my manner of preaching; when by the frequent con- 
verfation of a chriftian friend (verily the firft perfon 1 had 
met with truly poffeffed of the mind of Cbriff) I becama 
fenfible all was wrong within and without. My uneaf- 
nefs was rather abjding than violent, poflibly becaufe my 
life bad been free of grofs fina, having been ufed in a good 
meafure to follow the direGtion of my confcience, and the 
change wrought upon me was flow, till under a variety of 
means 1 was brought to the knowledge of the truth as it ig 
in Chrifi Yofa.” 

In the beginning of the above account, our Author re- 
fects with concern upon the unworthy views which pre- 
‘vailed upon him to undertake the curacy of Zrure. Inor- 
der to acquaint the curious Reader what thefe unworthy 
views were, I gball here interrapt the narrative to inform 
him, that in many private converfations he often told me, 
that he was not aétuated by the leaft meafure of a minifte- 
rial {pirit at the time of his firft coming to Zrara; but that 
his only motive in going to live in that populous town, in 

to any other place in the county, was the, presser: 
refort 
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wefort of company, and that he might take his pleafure at 
the affemblics, and particularly in dancing. Such was the 
dent of his inclinations, before he was partaker of the grace 
of GOD in truth, He was natarally @ fever of pleafure 
more than @ lever of GOD, The letter goes on: 

«« As this work was going forward in myfelf, the people 
were made partakers of theeffecte of it; by and by Lbe- 
gan to deal with them as loft inners, and beat down for+ 
mality and felf-rightcoufnefs, and to preach Chrif#. The 
fruit of this by the mighty working of the Spirit quickly 
appeared. It was anew way tothem. ‘They were fur- 
prized and grew angry, not without an evideut fear reftin, 
upon them, and an interefting curiofity to hear me again of 
this matter. I have reafon.to judge, that almoft all of them 
have been one time or other awakened more or lefs, al- 
though I fear many of them have rejeéted the counfe! of 
GOD againft themfelves. But, in the mean time, fome 
more fenfibly pricked in their hearts, came to ine inquii- 
ing what they muft do? The number of thefe continually 
increafing, I thought my utmoft diligence was ucedful co- 
wards them. They were univerfally ignorant in the grof+ 
{eft degree. I was glad to give them as many evenings in 
the week as I could spare, appointing them to attend inc, 
after their work was ovcr, at my houfe. As there was no 
knowledge of divine things amongf them, and in conte, 

uence thereof they were incapable of inftrudting one ano- 
ther; and withal, as they were macked out by reproach, 
and had every art tried upon them to draw them awa 
they needed from me both inftruétions and cautions, which 
I was obliged for thefe 1eafons to give them, vither fingly, 
or by ewe. er three together. ‘This 1 have continucd todo 
to the prefent time, with no variation, but that of ufing 
the help of thofe, who had made any progrefs, to watchover 
beginners. I had from the firft engaged them frequently 
to converfe together, and pray with one another, as I could 
put them together; and though the far gieater part of them 
fell away from their awakenings, yet when a number of 
them feemed to be fomewhar confirmed, they of their own 
accord met together ig larger bodies in their own houfes, ta 
read GOD's word, pray, fing pfalms, te. This became 
pretty much pradiited about two years ago, and herein T 
have left them ta themfelves, only giving them direGtions 
as need required. By the grace oF So, the number of 
thofe, whofe ‘conduc feemed to exprefs a lively faith, be~ 
gan now to be fomething confiderable, for which reafon 
ahoyt the latter end of ba fammer it was thought es 

“« 
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Jle to form them into a religions fociety, which after foma 
2 02 fae Gognning UE Feitonn eho 
number of members is now upwards of feventy. " [It was 
afterwards confiderably increafed.} While I was delibe- 
xating abont this fociety, which was to confift of fuch only 
as gave hope: of an ing example, it was thought pro- 

r to call together as many others, as were willing, in my 
foufe once # week, as a fort of nurfery for the principal 
fociety: And by talking and praying with them we feem 
to have found jome lifhment among thofe who are 
weaker. ‘This hath been the progrefe of the work among 
ourfelves, wherein I have reafon to believe we have been 
much forwarded by the bleffing of the Spirit upon a free 
and pra@tical expofition of the church catechifm, which I 
have, after my poor meafure, made by word of mouth the 
Snnday evenings of half the year, an hour after fervice, I 
have to add farther, 2s that which I doubt nor will give 
you pleafure, that not long after the commencement of 
this work at Truro, feveral c! en of us in the neigh- 
borhood affociated ourfelves wi the name of the Par~ 
fons Club, for mutual confultation and dire&tion, in order 
to promote the reat end of our minifiry.” 

‘he plous Editor gives a full account of the nature and. 
inftitution of thefe focieties, and ftates at large many trul: 
edifying particulars concerning Mr. Walker's indefatigable 
labors, h with the people committed to his charges and 
with foldiers and others, whom Providence placed in hie 
way. After which he adds, ¢ Thus were the labors of 
this faithfal Minifte: of Céri# employed in faperintending 
the flock more immediately committed to his care, in giv- 
ing his advice to thofe who came to confult him from neigh~ 
boring places, and in cultivating a fpirit of religion among 
thofe, who feemedtobemore accidentally throwninhis way. 
To obyiate one groundlefs calamay with which the care— 
Jefe and lukewarm have often been apt to charge a life of 
ferious godlinefs, as if it gave encouragement to the neg- 
Jeét of fecular bufinefe, it may not be improper to remark, 
that at the fame time that he was earneft in preffing it upon 
all that came to him for advice, to feek the kingdom of 
GOD and his righteoufnefs, as the ons thing needful; ha 
never forgot to exhort perfons, of all conditions and occuy 
gations in life, to apply themfelves with diligence to the 

ties of their refpettive callings: Telling them, as the 

-{t argument that could be urged, that the profperi- 

ty tranquillity of their fouls would be more effeatually 

Promoted by acarefal and induftrious attention to ebay 
« 
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Enefs of their ftati than by devorin themfelves wholly 
te the ftudy of ‘ion, to of thofe employ- 
ments, which the that GOD had affigned them in 
the world required at their hands. The troth of which 
obfervation T have heard confirmed by the experience of 
thofe, who have hearkened to his counfel in this particular. 
‘The twenty-fifth fermon upon the catechifm, which was 
preached at Trere on the 27th of April in the 3760, 
and was the laft difcourfe delivered by our Author in pub~ 
lic, deferves our particular notice. he fubje& is moft 
awful and interefting ; and the manner of treating it awak- 
ening and affc@ing. Having in fome of the preceding lec— 
tures contidered in a pradtical view the refurre¢tion of 
Gori a bee of his body the church, aprabaetionns ints 
the hi heavens to prepare a place for his people, an 
bis fefflon atthe right hand of GéD as the great Advocate 
and Interceffor, pleading continually before the Father the 
propitiatory facrifice of his obedience unto death in this 
reprefents him at his fecond coming as univerfal Judge, 
fummoning al] mankind before his righteous tribunal. The 
folemn tranfaétions of the day of Audgement, being, as 
fhould feem to us accidentally, the fubject of Mr. Wal- 
ker’s lait addrefs to his pari: ers, it gave him an r= 
tunity of fpeaking to them in fuch a manner, that, if he 
had actually apprized that it should be his lait fer- 
son, he could nor have taken hia leave of them more pro~ 
perly. After a very ferious and earneit expoftulation with 
the carelefs, idle, pleafure-loving finner, he concludes with 
delivering as it were his dying words to a congregations 
among whom he had miniftered fo long a time with fo much 
zeal and affiduiry, in this remarkable paffage + 
«Well; we fhall all appear before the judgement-feat 
Of Cbrift together. There the controve: iy een ma 
calling upon you by the terrors of the Lord, and you de- 
termined to abide in your fins, will he deci here it 
will appear, whether your blood will be wpon your own 
heads for your obftinate impenitency, or upon’ mine for 
not giving you warning. Chrift will certainly either ac- 
quit or condemn me on this behalf ; and if T {hould be ac 
juitted herein, what will become of you? J tremble to 
ink, how fo many words of mine will be brought up 
againit on that day. What will you fay, what will 
you anfwer, how will you excufe yourfelves? O Sirs, if 
will not be prevailed upon, you will eternally curfe the 
day that jou knew me, or heard one word from my mouth, 
Why, why, why will you die, with fo aggravated a reine 
E tion 
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tion? O think of the judgement, think of it, and you 
‘will not be able to it out againft your own fouls. 
‘May the Lord incline you to do fo; may he caofe this word 
to Bak deep into your heatts ; may he thew you all your 
danger ; and with an outftretched arm bring you out of the 
hands of the devil, and tranflate you into the glorious 
kingdom of his dear Son, to his own glory and your un- 
fpeakable happinefs in the day of the appearance of our 

rd and Saviour Fefus Cari. Even fo, moft might 
GOD and mok meet Father, for the fame Jefus Chrife 
fake.’ 

wits thefe ftriking havo oe fervant of 
Cobrift finith his public miniftry. Tt bas been made evi- 
dent, from the account of his conftadt attention to the du- 
ties of the facred office, that he fpared no pains in ui 
his moft diligent endeavors for the promoting of GOD’s 
f°, and the edifying the people committed to his charge = 

(t will now appear from a few felected extracts, taken from 

his own papers, that he dictated no rule to others which 
he did not conform to himfelf; but that an intimate know- 
ledge of his own heart, and a hers experience of an in- 
ward work of divine grace, enabled him to direét others 
with fuch peculiar fill under their feverai trials in the wa 
of falvation. Being himfelf converted, not to a notion: 
affent remaining in the head, but to a lively operative faith 
working by love in the deep ground of the heart, he knew 
ane what manner a the his brethren. fe 

Specimen o, fr. s iences, and of bis wate 

es J fulnefs aver bis tum Beart. 7 

Sunday Septes 17) 17§2- “* Thurfday night Jaft I was 
vifited with a fudden and violent diforder, which in a few 
minntes brought my life into danger, Such was GOD’s 
good pleafure. It was his fatherly gocdnefa hereby to give 
te a more practical and interefting fenfe of death and eter- 
wity. Hereby he hath taught me the Freat impartance of 
every hour I live; I can fay now, I feel jt with a more ac- 
tive imprefion. ‘May I number my reftored days wifely ! 
nor may the things of this life ever more feparate eternal 
things from before my eyes! may I live to his glory, who 
hath thus lengthened my days ! ‘Remember, my foul, in 
the confufion of the hafty hour, how little thow couldft 
do ; juft no more than prefent a broken refignation of thy- 
felf into the hands of thy heavenly Father, Remember 
how thou watt oppreffed with a fpiricust infenGbiliry ; all 
the objeéts of faith how dead and flat; how without either 
fear, or hope, or tuft in any degree of lively exercife! 

“ 
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Ab, my fool, the dying hour is not for the work of religi- 
on, for gaining an intereft in Cérif. This muft be the bu- 
Gnels of my Healthy days, In thefe I muff feck to hum- 
ble my foul, renounce myfelf, cat off all dependence on 
myfelf, and on every thing, which by the grace of GOD 
is Wrought in me, and to work out my falvation drawn by 
the love of Fefus to yield myfelf to him the purchafe of 
his blood. Now 1 muft feck peace in believing on the Som 
of GOD, and prove that I have a title to juititcation 
through him by all the evidences of his Spirit working in 
me. “Keep mein this faith, thou Mediator, with whem L 
do heartily troft my foul. Yea, increafe this faith in me. 
And let me know thar I belong to thee by the fanétification 
of my corrupt nature more and more, “Sunk as 1 am into 
the grave and-death of fin, let me hear the powerful voice 
of thy word, and feel thy quickening influences upon my. 
heart, and come forth, live in holy obedience to th: 
call. Yea, let me live no more to myfelf. ‘Thou h: 
gin me warning, a fufficient faummons to be ready, that 

y and by I muft be away. Let me live to thee, that thou 
amayett acknowledge me at thy jad ent.” 

unday March 4, 1753. <* By the endurance and good- 

‘nef of top 1am alive this day, and have hen enabled 
without difturbance to renew the covenant of grace. Praife 
beto GOD, my mind was clear, my confcience quiet, and 
with due deliberation, and without diftraction | was before 
the Lord. 1 muf bleis him alfo that the ordinanec was 
with comfort. Faith feemed in exercife more than ufual 
to fee, receive, and in fome meafure to appropriate Chriff 
to me in communicating, ‘Though always 1 have caufe 
to complain of the hardnefs of my heart, yet now | could 
in fome fort mourn and love. found heartinefs in my 
purpofes of ferving the glory and intereft of GOD in 
Lbrift, and was forward to make a full furrender of myfelf, 
depending upon divine grace. it lias hecn a day with me 
fignally marked with divine favor. Notwithitanding the 
jntenGbilie and anbelief of my heart, I am returned re~ 
jeicing. | What now fhall I render unto the Lord? It may 

» fome greater trial than ordinary ia at hand. Let me 
be mindful therefore of the vows f have this day made. 
‘Thy peculiar fuit, my foul, was that pride might no fonger 
have dominion over us ; that the lofs of mens opinion and 
efteem might not fright on one fide, nor the approbation 
pf friends puff us up on the other. We fued alfo for a 
more enlarged fpirit of love, that thofe who fpeak evil 
againftus, of ufe us ill for the work's fake, may be enter: 

? “© tail 
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tained with compafion and ivenefa, without refent- 
ment or hatred. We fued for this charitable mind and de- 
meanor towards thofe miftaken perfons, who, a oo 
to their own opinions, reprefent us as not preaching the 
Sond of GOD foundly. Lord, it is thy pleafure to try 
me with the reproaches of the wanton and carelefs; and 
with the mifapprehenfions of thofe, who having conceived 
‘unfafe evidences of faith blame me that I fj not as they 
do, and ignorantly oppofe themfelves. |, keep me 
in a charitable temper to endure with meeknefs the outra~ 
of the one and the prejudiced miftakings of the other of 
ticle, betwixt whom fy lot is fallen to me ! We intreated 
alfo thy bieffing on our fociety of minifters. Grant, O 
GOD, that it may be ab! inftrument of reviving true 
practical religion. Keep us from pride, and debate, and 
jealoufy ! grant us to watch over one another in love ! and 
te thou ever with us enlarging all our hearts with zeal, 
conftancy, and charity, and mortifying the world and our 
lufts continually; that as we are feparated to the mi~ 
niftry, we may mind this one thing to feed the fheep. 
And'to me, O my GOD, give all needful direction, that 


I may fj ak bold ly and pi ly among them, humbly 
and affectionately, without pride or refentment. Sre now, 
my foul, the work befo: $ but fhrink not: Remem- 


Te 
ber bow GOD hath vifited thee this day. Be ftrong and 
of good courage, and yet be fearful left thou let any thing 
of all this Rip. Thou great Shepherd, leave me not. 
Tnefday April 27, 1756. 1 have found myfetf this da 
efday April 27, 175 Z 4 +4 


ely exercifed by fear of men. Twoulds 1 hopes be, an 
five wholly to GOD"s glory, and aé as his interefts re- 
quire ; but I experience a larking defire of man’s efteem 


mixing with the natural timidity of my conftitution, 
which makes me inwardly draw back from any approach- 
ing trial, in which I am to Jook in the face perfons of an 
angry and violent temper. It is to the free and mi; ty ine 
fluence of the Spirit of GOD I owe it, that this fear 
not dominion, and that, in defpite of it, I am enabled to 
perfift in the ways of GOD the difch: of my duty, 
in oppofition to this fecret enemy. Yet I have reafon to 
fafpeat, that though it doth not hinder me from doing, yet 
St cramps mein doing. I defire to wait with patience, to 
be humbled, to be thankful for the meafure of liberty be- 
ftowed on me, and to believe always that his grace is fuffi- 
cient for me. How hard is it to be angry and fin not! as 
much as falf mixes, it is finful. I think, not more than 
“ twieo 
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twice in my life have I been without plainly fecing 
fin, 1 fappofe true gofpel Zsro¢ [zeal] does not ruffic the 
temper, nor leave any perturbation behind it. It muft be 
perfectly confiftent with meekvefs, and is finful, if not 
accompanied with compafion: He sows stent ape chem 
with indignation, being grieved at the bardnefs of 1 Bearty. 
Surely our zeal ‘and caccknefs bear pro mites our temas 
lity. “I have moft zeal and leaft wildfire, when I am moft 
humbled in the fenfe of my fins. Lord make me humble? 
Lord keep me humble !” 

Tusfdey June 15, 1756. ‘* I know not how many evil 
tempers I have found working this day ; particularly, con~ 
ceity rm converfing alaaores I aprael kept from 
trials this day ; {0 can fay nothing what degrees of preva- 
ence I am under of fear of men. I have come very fhort. 
of that a@ual communion with GOD by meditation and 
ejaculation that I with for.” 

Monday, Fune 28. * Sloth and bufinefs have prevented 
me the days paft from continuing my journal, bat I am 
fenfible of the want of it, I cannot walk clofely with 
GOD without daily watchfalnefs and examination. Yef- 
terday’s fermon related to afenfe of the finfulnefs of fin, as 
the great principle on which converfation ftands contradi{- 
tinguithed from fervile fear. I cannot be fo clear as I with 
on this point.—In private exercifes I find a defire to ferve 

‘D, and with to fee him glorified : But my heart I find 
exceedingly felfith, in the world.—This day on the road 
to—I enjoyed ufeful meditation two hours; my beart 
much drawn up to GOD, and approving his fervice and 

fence : But in the remainder of my journey I was con- 
fufed, and fometimes found myfelf carried away by carnal 
fears, and proud reafoniny t refolved to be filent in the 
company Twas to meet, if I might not be ferviceable ; and 
have found this evening the need and difficulty of being 
fo; GOD grant me the fpirit of meeknefs and charity.’ 

Wednefday, Fune 30. “1 Sind it exceeding difficult to 
hold communion with GOD, when not more immediately 
engaged in minifterial duties. Converfation this day has 
been rather about religion than religious. I want more 
of Ghrif's temper of mecknefs, having reafon to fufp 
myfelf toe folicitous when blamed unjuftly. I fee 
vain it js to think of gaining Chri without forfaking all. 
Lord, make me more a bray eh to La world taf 

> July §» * 1 was fiviving mach in prayer 
night and tiie taStning for'a fouls of the infulaets of fine 
ly heart feems to haye been quickened by it through the 
Ys 
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day, to keep clofe with GOD: Yet how often have I 
gotten him! O that I could love him more! ¥ have 
been kept pretty much from fear refpeéting an approachin, 
trial, being poffeffed with defire of profefing Chrift, with 
fome confidence in his proteétion, and with compaffion to- 
ward gainfayers. I have feen this day how needful it is to 
watch againft a party {pirit, and to love all that love 
Cbrift, leaving them to their own opinions, and to avoid 
Iove-deftroying debates. I was rather affeGted, than pi- 
oufly devout in the prayers at a funeral—1 ovght to guard 
againgt a fort of defponding thoughts from external circum- 
flances ; and from carnal proud reafonings in my own heart.” 

Wednefday, July 7. ‘Frame difordered at waking, 
though otherwife when I lay down. My comfort is, my 
falvation depends not on me, but Chri/?, the fame ‘Yo 
to day, and for ever, though J am fo changeable.—Do I 
choofe GOD for my portion? If fo, why do I forget 
him fo often, and think of him fo coldly 2” 

Monday, Fuly 26. ** On reflection, I fee my fafeft way 
is fitting down and abiding in the place I am called to, 
When abfent from it, tl ch in the way of duty, I do 
not fo well retain the ion of my own miod.—This 
day I obferved at waking, as I have often done, that the 
application of my heart to think on GOD was rather b: 
force, it was not eafy to keep him in view, though I had fo 
many caufes of thankfalnefs.—I have been engaged all this 
day in fome needful fervice; yet find myfelf apt to feek 
my own pleafure even in doing GOD’s work. { ought to 
be more fenfible of the importance of my office, and to de- 
pend upon and pray moft earneftly for the influences of 
GOD"s Spirit on myfelf and labors, To be humble in 
the fenfe of my vilenefs, and to believe the fufficiency of 
Chrift, 1 find the two hardeft things I have to attain.” 

Tuefday, Auguf 10. ‘* This club-day. 1 have not 
found fuch defire after it as formerly. This is a great 
fault. I am not thankful as I ought for fuch ds and 
opportunities: Nor do ] meet them with fuitable defires of 
receiving and communicating good. I fhould regard the 
club asa diftinguithed bleffing, and ua laying me under pe- 
culiar obligations; and be continually ‘influenced by the 
expedtations which the world has from us. GOD has re- 
moved fome outward trials I have been under; yet I 
would remember that Chbrif is our peace.” 

Weduefday, Auguft 1x. ** Apt to wander in family 
prayer. My {tate is of very low advancement ; more efpe- 

ly this appears by the infrequent applications Ke my 
« heart 
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hheart to GOD; a true fpiritaality of temper I fufpeét T 
need for this reafon; and that fufpicion demands my ftricteft 
inquiry.—Laft week, when in trials, 1 feem to have been. 
better than this when out of them: Let me inquire, whe- 
ther I am driven to Chri by neceffity or drawn by love.” 

Manday, Aageh 23- Cal devotions of this morning 
were fhortened by the expectation of bufinefs. Somewhat 
like this often happens, and demands my greater attention. 
—Great experience this day of a corrupted heart ; though 
not fignally overcome, yet not watchful as I ought.” 

Tuefday, Auguft 24, ‘* Public duty incroached on the 
morning's private exercife.—Had this day for fome hours 
a pecaliar fear of falling away: I obferved the actings of 
faith were weak ; yet could not get them lively : Seemed 
however determined for GOD in Cérjf.—I am certainly 
influenced by a principle which makes me not unwatchful 
againkt fin, and not alto; unready to duty: But is it 

from the right motive, faith working’ by love ?#—Greatly 
wanting in thankfulnefs.” 

Jan. 6, 1757. “* Lam well fatisfied, the defire of efteem, 
er fear of men, hath too much influence on my conduct. 
Lord, turn the fear of mens faces into a love of their fouls.” 

‘We now come to finifh this account of Mr, Walker’s 
life and mniniftry by fhewing his behavior during his laft il!- 
nefs, and what fupport he found from religion, while in the 
near views of approaching death. This, it will be. con- 

on all hands, is a {cene in which the truth and fince~ 

rity of a man’s religion is put to the teft. ‘To difarm the 
king of terrors of every appearance of horror, and to wel- 
come his fummons as a call from a vain and miferable 
world to a world of endlefs and un{peakable felicity, is the 
fole property of a firm faith inthe GOD and Father of our 
Lord Fefus Chrif, who according to hie abundant mercy 
hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the refurrec- 
tion of Jf Chbrift from the dead. Now, as our Author 
perceived his foul to be greatly ftrengthened and eftablithed 
in grace, the nearer he advanced towards eternity, fo will 
the atteftation of this matter of fact, which was ground of 
comfort to himfelf, be to others 4 {pecial confirmation of 
the truths he maintained, when are affored that under 
the influence of them he finithed his days in peace, and 
committed his foul and body into the ds of GOD, 
without the leaft doubt of being received into an happy 
immortality, After the 27th of Aprif in the year 1760, as 
was before obferved, Mr. Walker was difabled from per- 
forming any farther fervice in the public congregation” 
t 
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At this time he was feized with a fever, which confined 
him feveral weeks to his room at Zrare: When he had in 
fome degree recovered his ftrength after the abatement of 
the fever, a cough fill hung upon him, for which, as it 
foreboded a famption, he was ordered to Brifel the 
fe of the waters in the month of Augu/t. ving ftaid 
two months there with little or no it, he went in the 
autumn to Kingtes in Warwick/bire with an intention of 
{pending fome time with the reverend Mr. Talbot, vicar 
of that parifh, and afterwards of St. Gides’s in Reading = 
but, a bad feafon of the year coming on, be was ordered 
Back to the Brifol wells. ‘There he continued till the 
middle of December, when it was jndsed proper that he 
fhould be removed to fome dry healthy {pot in the neigh- 
Borhood of London, where he could enjoy the benefit of 
a good air, Upon this, having before been invited by the 
eatl of Dartmonth to try the air at Blackheath, he went 
thither 2 few days before Ghrifimas. Being fituated in a 
lace fo near London, he had an opportunity of having the 
advice; but it was not in the power of medicine to 
ftop the progrefs of his difeafe. Ic is worthy. our notice 
to obferve, how remarkably the providence of GOD raifed 
‘wp friends to fopply his feveral wants throughout his ill- 
nefs. After refigning the vicaiage of Yalland, the curacy 
of Truro was the whole of his income. The pay was but 
fmall, and his expences were neceffarily increafed to a 
great degree by a long continued ficknefs- But he had re- 
igned himfelf into the hands of GOD, and found the pro- 
mile verified, that he never will ferfate thafe [Pfal. xxvii. 
25. Marth. vi. 33-] who commit themfelves to the care 
his fatherly prote@ion, Being in the houfe of the earl 
and countefs of Dartmouth, he had all the affiftance that 
his critical fituation could require. Prefents alfo were 
conveyed to him from his friends at Zrure, and at other 
places, whofe love to him waa fuch, that they were ready 

to have furnithed him with whatever fapplies of mone: 

he might have ftood in need of. And to the honor of tho! 
gentlemen of the faculty, who were confulred, it muft be 
recorded, that as foon as they were feverally apprized of 
the circumftances of their patient, they not only gave their 
attendance gratis, but feemed to take delight in offering 

iin their fervice. 

it appeared to be ordered, by a peculiar intinent of 
divine providence, that Mr. Waller, after he had fied bis 
miniftry at Zrure, fhould abide a confiderable time in the 
large and populous city of Brifel, and that he fhould af- 
terwards 
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Yerwards fpend the laft feven months @f his life in the 
neighborhood of the great metropolis. Several ferious 
perfons, both of the cl and laity, in and abbut Londo 
aud Briffol, vifited him jaently in his illnefs, to whom 
his converfation was bleffed in a very fingular manner. By 
his knowledge and experience he was eminently qualified to 
lead others to an acquaintance with their own hearts, and 
to the difcovery of the comforts and privileges of the gof- 
pel, as weil as to inftruct minifters in the faithful difcl 
of their important office; fo that, when bodily weaknets 
prevented him from preaching any more in public, by 
his talent in com ng, in Sebich he remarkably ex- 
celled, he was made inffumental ia promoting the glory 
of GOD, and the good of many fouls. He continued 
to the very lait, whenever his ftrength would enable him 
to fpeak, to give fuitable exhortations to thofe that weic 
about him. 
‘With regard to his own experiences in this laft and lan- 
guid feafon of his life, of which he frequently {pake to 
fe about him, he complained in Lof great dead- 
nefs of fpiritual affe&tions, and of the abfence of all fenfi- 
ble impreftions of joy and delight in the contemplation of 
the exceeding love of GOD towards him, and of his ay 
proaching happy change. As he difavowed in princi 
any dependence upon religious framcs, as a recommenda- 
tion to GOD’s favor, thinking it a fcheme which favors 
too much of felf-righteoufnefs, and had learnt to caft his 
whole confidence upon the promifes of GOD freely of- 
fered in the gofpel of Cbriff to finners, convinced of their 
lt and helplefinefe ; fo he was quite contented and cafy 
in his mind under the want of thofe fenfations. But it is 
reafonable to fuppofe that the coldnefs and deadnefs of his 
affections were in a great meafure, if not wholly, owing to 
the extreme weak ftate of his body. An inward burning 
fever, attended with profufe night fweats, had wafted his 
vital ftrength; a flubborn cough continually hung upon 
him; neither his food nor his medicines did him any fer~ 
vice; a general langyor oppreffed his whole frame, and his 
{pirits were reduced fo a very low ftate. At thofe times 
when the powers of nature failed him moft, he was wont 
to break out into fuch expreffions as thefe ; *¢ What a mi- 
ferable creature fhould I be in my prefent fituation, if I 
could not look upon GOD as my Covenant-GOD, my 
reconciled Father in Cbrift? The weaknefs of my body 
and of my fpirits deprives me of all joyous fenfations; but 
my faith in GOD’spromifes,.] blefs the Lord, is firm and 
unfhaken. What though my lofs of ftrength and {pirits 
Vor. IV. Bb yobs 
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tobs me of all comfortable communion with GOD, thé 
ifes are not therefore made yoid.  brabem be- 
Fieved, and it_was counted to him for righteoufnefs. I 
believe that GOD is faithful and true in all his decla- 
rations of mercy, which I have fought for, thou; 
cannot now the impreffions of his love.” 
feveral occafions he was heard to fay, “1 blefs GOD, 
that upon the clofeft review of my life, for thefe ten 
years pat, T can fee je evident cers, of my having lived 
with a eye to , in ition to 
Te aes OF ay aatere™ And hikewifos tie rare 
er J advance towards eternity, the more I am confirmed 
in the truth of the doétrinea which I have preached and 
publifhed, I am fure they will ftand the of the lak 
day. Convidtion of fin, original as well as aG@ual, is the 
rand inlet to all faving know! 3 where this is wanting, 
fre fuperftructure will not ftand ; but if this foundation 
deeply laid, the heart will then welcome the glad tidings of 
falvation.” 

Upon the whole we may obferve, that under a continu- 
ed abfence of all fenfible comfort he poffeffed his foul in 
the moft fettled, abiding, folid Peace, never admitting the 
feaft doubt of his acceptance with GOD. Nothing was 
more remarkable in him than the conftant, even, un~ 
difturbed tranquillity which he maintained under the fre- 
qqaent changes that’ attended his diforder. It fometimes 

appened, upon an alteration of his medicines there 
appeared hope of his recovery = At fuch times he was ob~ 
ferved to take delight in the profpe& of returning to the 
exercife of his miniftry among is people at Frere, of whone 
he never {pake without evident of Singular pleafure 
and fatisfaction in them ; fometimes not _wii it tears of 
affeétion, and tender concesn for the welfare of their fouls, 
‘When thefe fhort-lived were vanithed, and the dan 
gerous fymptoms of his diforder returned, no alteration 
appeared in the frame of his mind: He only turned his 
views to the aseul eet fpr aprpre immedi- 
ate attention, wi t 3 te= 
ferved bi the grave for the fai fecvante of the 
living GOD. It never could be difcovered, that he defired 
to live, or wifhed to die, His foul was all fabmiffion to 
the will of his heavenly Father, and bis whole concern 
feemed to be, to preferve that temper of mind, wherein he’ 
might have faid with Se. Pz None of us-livetb to bimfelf, 

we man dicth to bi: . for whether we Gus, we ive 
wate the Lord, and we die, we die unto the Lord: 
Whether 
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Whither we live, therefore, or dee, we are the Lord's. Hispari- 
ence was not worn out, but and increafed, by 
the continuation and increafe of ings. If at any 
time, which feldom happened, an ex; efcaped his 
lips, that feemed to favor of fretfuinefs or impatience, he 
was obferved to check and reprove himfelf : At the laft, in- 
deed, patience appeared to‘have had ber perfeGt work 5 for 
nothing of this was difcovered in him for fome time 
before his death. What he endored within the lait fix 
‘weeks from an inward parching heat, it almoft inexprefi- 
ble. His only apprehenfions under thefe trying circums 
ftances were, left his patience fhould not hold out, and that. 
he fhould with for a releafe fooner than GOD fhould fee 
fit to - But the Lord was pleafed to preferve in 
hima of refignation to the lait. To this view of 
his behavior in this his laft fcene I {halt fubjoin two letters, 
written by him to his neareft and moft intimate friend at 
Truro. The former is dated fifteen days, the latter but 
five, before his death. 
és My deareft, moft faithful Friend, 

«« My diforder, though by no means affording to myfelf 
the leaft profpeét of recovery, yet feems to aie me at 
prefent more with weakuefs, than with that violent heat, 
‘which rendered me incapable of all thought. I can now, 
bleffed be GOD, think a little, and with what comfort da 
E both receive your thoughts and communicate miné ta 
you ! O! my dear friend, what do we owe td the Lord for 
one another f more than I conld have conceived, had not 
GOD fent me to die eifewhere. We fhall have time to 
praife the Lord when we meet in the other world, I ftand 
and look upon that blefled world with an eftablifhed heart: 
I fee the ry Prepared, of |, and affured to me in Fefus 
Chrift: As r ever bl be the name of GOD, that 1 
an look upon death, that introduces that glorious fcene, 
without any kind of fear. I find my grand duty ftill is 
fabmiffion as to time and circumftances. Why fhould not 
1 fayto i: that I find nothing come fo near my heart, as 
a my will fhould thwart GOD's in any circum- 
ftance 3 here I think I am enabled to watch and pray in 
fome poor meafare. Well, my dear friend, I am but ~ 
ping a little before you. | You will foon aifo get your re- 
Jeafe, and there we thall sriumph for ever in the name, and 
love, and power of the lamb, Adieu; your's in the Lord 
Jefus Chrift for ever. Amen. 

Blackheath, Fuly 4, 1761. 5. Ww.” 
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«© My deareft Friend, ey 
«* With great confafion of thought, I have no doubte, 
great confidence, great fabmiffion, no complaining. The 
great thing, which I always feared, is, 1 believer coming 
wpon me; thar I am coming into a diarrheea, confined to 
my bed, and have no ftrength. As to adtual views of the 
joys that are coming, Thavenone; but a ficdtaft belief of 
them in Chrif#. What I have found in myfelf for months, 
both as to the review of time paft, and The prefent work- 
ings of the Spirit, has left me without all doubt of my 
union with Cbrift, tc. 
Blackheath, Fuly 14, 1761. «Ss. WwW.” 
On the Zwe morning he diétated rhe above letter, for 
at that time He was not able to hold a penin his hand. A 
few hours after the fymptoms of his approaching diffotution 
began to fhew themfelves, his throat rattled, a cold clam~ 
my fweat ran down his cheeks, and the mufcles of his arma 
and face appeared to be convulfed with frequent fpafins and 
contractions. His heart, to ufe his own expreffion, feemed 
to him to be tied round with thongs. ‘e ftill fpake of 
thefe prefages of his death with the utmoft calmnefs and 
compofure, and begged of his friends about him that they 
would pray for him, that he hold out with patience 
untothe end. It being obferved by one of them fitting on 
his bedfide, what a blefin, he enjoyed in his prefent firua~ 
tion, that his foul was ripe for heaven and eternity, he inter 
rupted him with faying, ‘‘ ‘That the body of fin was not 
yet done away, but that he fhould continue a finner to the 
Jaft gafp, and defired that he would pray for him as fuch.” 
‘Thus lowly and humbly did he think of himfelf even an- 
der all his attainments in grace. 1n this lingering manner 
he continued the five or fix laft days without any other vi- 
fible alteration in his body than gradually growing weaker. 
But notwithftanding all his former deadnefs and drynofs of 
foul which be complained of, it plesfed GOD to fhed 
abroad in his heart a lively fenfe of his love and favor, and 
a ftrong foretafte of heavenly joy, before he took him ta 
the enjoyment of himfelf. t Tir fay ftarting uy 
from an apparent fit of dozing, he took hold of his nurfe 
by the hand, who was fitting near him, and uttered this 
rapturous expreffion: ‘* I] have been upon the wings of the 
cherubim ; heaven bas in a manner been opened to me; I 
fhall be foon there myfelf, and am only forry that I cannot 
take you with me.” ‘The next day, while a young cler- 
an, who came from a diftant of the country to vi- 
t his departing friend, was Sanding near his bedlide, be : 
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iit up his eves in a manner that befpoke a joy more than 
words could utter, and addreffed him thus, **O! my 
friend, had I ftrength to fpeak, I could tell you fuch news, 
as would rejoice your very foul: I have had fach views of 
heaven —But I am not able to fay more.” On the Satur- 
day his voice faultered exceedingly, and his head feemed ra- 
ther to ramble. We fcarce imagined he could have lived 
out the day, and indeed had he not been a remarkably 
ftrong made man, it is not conceivable that he could have 
fappotted it fo long under {0 fevere and fatiguing an ill- 
nefs. He paffed the night however in extreme weaknefs 3 
and about nine o’clock the next morning, it pleafed GOID 
to releafe him from all his fufferings. ‘The evident concern 
of fome of his particular fricnds, upon the increate of his dif- 
order, fometimes affected him; on which account, think- 
ing, it is probable, that the fight of his laft agonies might, 

ive them pain, he one day faid to a fervant that attended 

im, ‘ I would I might flip away, when nobody but you 
fhould be prefent;” and fo indeed it fell out, for juft when 
all except that perfon had left the room, not apprehending 
him to be fo very near his end, he turned his head afide on 
the pillow, and nature appearing, to be quite exhaufled, 
without any other token than a figh fomething longer, an 
more deep than ufual, his foul was delivered from the pri- 
fon of the body, He departed this life in a Jodging-houfe 
at Blackheath, to which he had been removed a few weeks 
before, on Sunday Fuly 19, 1761, in the forty-eighth year. 
of his age, and entered upon his fabbath of eternal reft. 
Jt was his particular direction, that his body fhould be in~ 
terred in the church-yard of the parifh in which he died. 
In compliance therewith he was buried in the church- yard 
of Lewi/bam in the county of Kent. 

The following table exhibits a view of his Works 
made public. ‘© 1. A Sermon on 1 Samuel xx, 3. at the 
funeral of a young man that was drowned as he was bath- 
ing on Sunday Fune 3, 175% TI. ‘The Chriftian, a fet of 
pradtical Sermons, 1755. III. A Sermon on Amos iv. 12- 
preached at Truro, 1756 IV. A Letter from a Clergy- 
man concerning the firft queftion in the office for the or- 
daining of Deacons, 1758. ‘V. Regulations and Helps 
propofed for promoting teligions converfation among 
Chriftians. ‘Vi. A Ditcourfe on the Neceflity of being 
acquainted with our fallen State. VII. A Familiar Cate 
chifm, 1759. WITT. A Short Inftru@tion and Examina- 
tion for the Lord’s Supper. IX. A Treatife on Convic- 
¢ion of Sin, X. A Familiar Introdu@tion to the know- 
. Bb3 ledge 
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ledge of ourfelves, 1761." Several other fmall Trace 
‘were publifhed monthly by himfelf and other Miniitcrs, 
OF the abovementioned writings, the Chriftian, 2 {mall 
volume confifting of eleven Sermons, paffed through a fe- 
cond and third edition in the years 1756 and 1759, with a 
recommendatory Preface written by the late reverend Mr. 
Thomas Adam, rector of Wintringbam in Lincolnfbire. 


JOHN GUYSE, D. D. 


HIS eminent and excellent Divine was born at 
Hertford, in or about the year 1680, of very pious 
and worthy parents, and bleffed with a carefal and ftri@ly 
religious education. It pleafed GOD to call him very 
early by hia grace ; infomuch that he was admitted s mem~ 
ber ‘of the congregation of Proteftant Diffenters in that 
town, at fourteen years of age. His views alfo were, vo- 
early, towards the work of the miniftry ; accordingly, 
his youthful years were {pent in clofe application to 
dy, under the direétion of feveral worth: able inftrac~ 
tors; frit in the learned languages, 3 then in the feve- 
ral branches of academical ion. Hoe entered wy; 
the minifiry in his twentieth year; and Providence foon 
opened a door for bis public miniftrations at Hertford, as 
gn affiftant to the aged and worthy Mr. Hawerth, Soon 
after this fettlement, Mr. Ha was removed by death, 
and the congregation united in their call of him, to be their 
ftated minifter, This, with great reluctance and felf-dif- 
fidence, (after a confiderable time) he was to 
undertake : And here GOD was with him ; and, for many 
years, he continued his labors among them with a great de= 
Bree of acceptance and faccefs, During this fituation, in 
1738, he preached that excellent occafional difcourfe, on 
the « Evil of Self-feeking,” in a meeting of minifters at 
Royften; the publication of which was extorted from 
him. For fome time the congregation was not a little 
expofed to the attempts of fame who were deluded b: 
the Aviax fentiments; wherefore, though Mr. Guy/é b: 
feveral preffing invitations to leave Heriferd (particulasly 
when the reverend Mr. Nefditt was incapacitated for fur- 
ther work) which were greatly to his temporal advantage ; 
yet he declared, he faw it clearly to be his duty to abide 
with his flock, as long as they Were in any danger from 
vhat 
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that quarter. He did fo; and GOD honored him with 
the greateft fuccefs in his diligent endeavors for confirm- 
ing ti inthetrath. It would have been happy if other 
minifters in the diffenting line had been as faithfal as our 
Author againft this Ariax herefy, which rages like 2 pefti- 
lence among many of their congregations, and efpecially 
in the weft of England. If ever there was a time, when 
they ought to contend eameftly for the faith delivered to 
the faints, when they fhould maintain the proper Divini~ 
ry of the it Re » when they fhould prefs upon 
the heart doGrine of the blefled Tkinity, and all the 
glorious chain of traths which are connected with it; it is 
Now. For sow, above all the times which have paffed 
over the diflenting congregations, are they threat with 
a torrent of fach dangerous and pernicious errors, as can- 
not but overwhelm thofe who efpoufe them, and alfo ex- 
terminate the very vitals of experimental religion (as they 
have ever done) from thofe eftablifhments, who have 
maintained them, 
A_few years after, Providence clearly direétéd Mr. 
Guyfe’s remove to London. He had, for fome time Patt, en- 
joyed but a very imperfect meafure of health; his ftated 
rs, every Lerd's-day, were too much for his bodily 
Strength ; an heétic feverith habit conftantly fucceeded the 
work of the fabbath, and thar toa ee which threatened 
his. being wholly laid afide. His phyfician and friends 
rightly judged, that a change of air and fituation, and the 
Ieliening his Sabore, by the help of an affiftant, might, with 
the divine blefiing, be a means of improving his health 
At the fame time the death of the reverend Mr. Afatthew 
Clarke made way for a call to fucceed him as paftor of his 
congregation. He thought it his duty now to remove ; and 





‘he has often mentioned the a: t which a worthy fenior 
in the miniftry (the rev ‘Mr. Bregge) fed with him 
upon this occafion : It was to this emer © There are feve- 


ral reafons, for a minifter’s lawfully leaving his people; and 
this is certainly one, when, upon ful] trial, his labors are 
too great for his health: Chrift docs not call his fervants 
to 4:ff themfelves in his fervice ; He is too. a Mafter to 
wire it, and too great 4 one to need it.’ lere he pleafed 

/D to crown his labors with fuccefs: His fphere of ac- 
tivicy and ufefalnefs was egal er enlarged, and be was 
enabled to exert himfelf to mo: ‘afefat and important pur- 
pofes. By a uniform, religious, and friendly carriage, he 
rendered himfelf dear to his brethren in the miniftry, aud 
highly valued and eftecmed by all, His reparasiog at * 
: I > 
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écholar, chrifiian, and divine, was widely {pread, and hi 
worth was generally known: According] oe in 1732, the 
mniverfit: of Aberdeen, without hi: Ww edge, conferred. 
on him the degree of do@or in divinity; which title of 
eiteem he accepted of with a modefty and decency becom- 
ing the chrifian, and which (it were to be wifhed) did aly 
ways as much honor to theScetcb univerfities in the difj 

asit certainly did in this inftanceof Dr. Guyfe. The - 
tor was at this time en in preparing a_large and ex- 
cellent work for the prefs, ** A Paraphrafe on the New 
“Teftament, in three volumes, quarto ;” a work which coft 
him a great deal of labor and c! ftudy, and is executed 
witha it degree of exaCtnefs and care. He has fhewn 
herein his folid Judgement and learning, and, without any 
affekation and needlefs pomp of criticifm, has given the 
Reader aa full a view of the fate of the beft interpreters, 
and as comprehenfive an infight into the fcope and mean- 
ing of the New Teflament, as is likely perhaps to be met. 
with, in the fame compafs of words: It is indeed a perfor: 
mance too well known to need any other than its own re- 
commendation, ‘The Doétor was favored with a confide- 
rable fhare of health for many years; but in the Jatter part 
of life he was affii¢ted with a very painful lamenofs in his 
Jeg, and alfo with a gradual decay of his fight, till he grew 
totally dark; ftill be continued reguent] to appear in his 
delightful work, with his ufual frmneis and alacrity of 
mind; and thus he went on, though under vifible decays 
of ftrength and vigor, till within a few weeks of his de- 
ceafe, yet with little fenfible inconvenience ta any but 
himfelt. 

Dr. Guy/’s charaQer and condu&t were uniform and 
amiable in all the various points of light. In his religious 
principles he was fixed, fleady, confiftent, and open: He 
‘was never afhamed to own what he believed; or to vindi- 
cate it, when it was oppofed. Asa preacher, he was en- 
dued with excellent minifterial gifts: His compofitions 
were folid, regular, well digefted, and highly fcriptural; 
his knowledge and readinefs in the {criptures were very re~ 
markable, the number of texts he quoted, chapter and 
verfe, and for the moit part repeated with exactnefs, after 
he had entirely loft his fight; afforded furprize to many. 
Asa paftor, he was an a¢tive, able, loving, and faithful 
guide and cnfample to his flock, both in faith and practical, 
godlinefe ; He fludied the things which made. for peace, 
nd godly.odifying and as be bad the welfaro of his poo 
ple greatly, ar heart, fo there are few miniiters to be found, 
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‘who are more honored and efteemed by their people 
than the Do@or was. His natural temper (it is well 
known) was exceeding fweet and engiging, and he filled 
up the feveral relations of life in a moit happy and amiable 
manner, Few perfons in the world were more exemplary 
in chriftian and relative duties, tt was his conflant study 
to make every one about him happy 3 and indced he was 
always beft beloved by thofe, who had the opportunity of 
knowing the moft of him. 

His very amiable difpofition, heightencd by a fpi- 
tit pf real religion, caufed him to ftep forth as a conitant 
friend and patron to 2 number of poor minifters; for 
whom he annually folicited the contribution of bis friunds, 
towards raifing a fand for fopplying their neceffities. Re- 
ligious young men, who were defigned for that facred 
office, were alfo fure to find in the Door a kind and 
faichfal advifer, patron, and friend. And co every need 
object, without the leaft oftentation, would hi: 
hand aften open to minifter to their neceffities : 
confcience of difpofing of the tenth part of his annual .n- 
come to chatituble ufes. When it was jadged necefla- 
ry, that fome farther meaforcs fhould be taken, as a means 
under providence for continuing to the diffenting Congre- 
gations the fucceffion of an able gofpel-miniftry, the loc- 
tor joined heart and hand with thofe iinilte:s and gentle- 
men, who formed themfelves into a fociety for that impor~ 
tantend. He continued a member of this fociety to hia 
death ; and though it is too common a frailty in good men 
to yield to Gchlensfs and difgaft, when every thing is not 
conducted exaétly to their own wifh, the Doétoi's good 
temper and good fenfe kept him clear from thefe things ; he 
wifely kept in view the importance and ufefuinefs of thede- 
fign, and therefore fteadily perfevered in promoting its in- 
terefts, His latter end to a remarkable degree was peace 3 
he was enabled to leave the world with great compofure, 















Serenity, and hope of a bleffed immortal In his laff 
weeks of confinement, be witneffed a good and a precious 
confeffion ; He agajn and again declared his faith firm fized 


upon Him who is the Rock of ages; his hopes were alive 
to GOD, without a diftrefeful cloud: ‘* Thanks be to 
GOD, Ihave no doubt, no difficulty upon my mind, as te 
my eternal ftate; if I had, I could not bear what i now 
feel! I know in whom J have believed, here my faith refts; 
the peculiar doctrines of the gofpel, which I have long 
preached, are now the fapport of my foul, I live upon 
Shem every day: Hence I derive anever-fajling comfore 
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At another time, ‘* How good is my GOD tome! How 
often has he made good to me that promife, 4s thy day is; fa 
Shall ry firength be” 

His great requeft, to the laft, of them that were about 
him, was to read the word to him, and to join in prayer 
with him; the reading of the vth chapter of 2 Cor. was 
of fingular ufe and fatisfaétion to his mind ; on which he 
commented to this effe& : Verfe 1. For we know, that if oxr 
earthly houfe of this tabernacle were diffélued, Sc. * Oh 
when it be diffotved indeed! when fhall this mortal 
put on immortality!" Ver, 2. Jn this we carneftly, 
défiring to be cloathed upon, &c. _** This, this is my earneft 
defire; and what I am waiting for.” Ver. 4. For we, that 
are in this tabernacle, do groan, being burdened. * For thin 
I groan daily, and ere long fhall groan no more.” Ver. 5. 

low be shat bath wrought ws for the felf-Jame thing is GOD, 
‘who alfa bath given unte us the of his Spirit.“ This 
Thave, this Udo enjoy, and therefore am I confident, &c. 
—I am not affaid of death, {am afrsid ] fhould err, on the 
other hand, in being too defirous of it.” Thus on the 
morning of the Lord’ s-day in which he died, ftill was it the 
Tanguage of his heart and lips, «© When fhail I get through 

this v: ®” And fome of the laft words he was capabl 
of pronouncing, fo as to be underftood, were, ‘* Oh my 
GO: }, thou, who hait akvays been with me, wilt not leave 
me.” Sweet confidence ! and bleffed readinefs ! With the 
apoftle he was deffrous to fears that he might de with Chriff : 
Which fervent with of his foul was granted him on the 
twenty-fecond of November 1761, and in the eighty-firft 
ear of his age ; when that gracious promife was fulfilled, 
"fal xci, 16. With long life will I fatisfy him, and faew him 
my falvation. The late pious, learned, and amiable Dr. 
Gonder, who preached his funeral fermon from Pfal. xxxviie 
37- Mark the PERFECT man, and bebold the upright ; for 
te END of THAT manis PEACE, fays, ¢ Such was the Af, 
ae fach was the me this excellent and dear Servant of 

fefus Chrift, that vl are a ftriking comment upon m 
text, and are a lively exemplification of the character ant 
end therein defcribed.’ The Doétor had one fon, the re- 
verend Mr. /¥7iliam Guyfe, of excellent abilities and mi- 
nifterial talents, who was for fome time his father’s afif- 
baa ~ died about o. Sue before hit as 4 
is Wonxs are, 1. “.¥efes Chrif, God-Man; or the 
Conftitution of Chriffs Perfon, with the Evidence and Im- 
portance ef the Dodtrine of his tne and pr Godhead 5 
confidered in feyeral plain and practical aoa on 
Te 
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Rom. ix. 3. II. The Holy Spirit a divine Perfon, or the 
Dod@itrine of his Godhead reprefented, as Evident and Im- 
it, in feveral practical Sermons, on 1 Cor, xii, 116 
Yin ‘The ftanding Ule of the Scriprare to all the Purpofes 
of a divine Revelation, and more particularly to Patience, 
‘Comfort, and Hope: With the Method, Wifdom end 
Advantage of underftanding it, and giving it due Enter+ 
tainment. In feveral Sermons on Rom. xv. 4, and Col. iit. 
16, IV. The Evil of Self-feeking ; a Sermon preached 
at a Meeting of Minifters at Royften in Hortferdfbire. Vo 
A religious Education » in 2 Sermon preached 
at Pinner s-Hall in Br » March 13, 1728, to the 
Society that fapports the Charity School in Hor/ely-Down, 
Southwark. 'o which is added, an Account of the Cha- 
Tity School, VI. Youths ObftroGions in their Way to 
Chrift and eternal Life ; confidered in 2 Sermon preac! 
at Litsle St, Helen's, May t, 1728. Vil. Youth remind 
ed of a Jud, it to come ;_ in a Sermon preached at Pet- 
ap Francy Dee. 250 1738. VII. Early Seekers of Chrift 
jirefted and encouraged; in a Sermon on Prov. viii. 174 
preached at Petty-France, May 1, 1729. 1X. A Sermon 
on Jeon xi. 25, 26. occafioned by the death of the reve- 
Mr. Febs AfAy, Fan. 20, 1739" 30- Et. S40 preached 
Feb. 8, in Ropemakers-Alley: To which is added a Poft- 
{eript, relating to the reverend Mr. Samuel Chandler's fecond 
letter to the Author about preaching Chrif, tc. The 
fecond edition hes marginal additions. X. A Sermon 
preached at the feparation of the reverend Mr. Foba Halford, 
to the paftoral-office in the church of Chri? at oe 
down, Of. 24, 1724-2 XI. A Sermon preached to the So- 
sieties for Reformation of Mzoners, at ‘Salter: Hal, on 
fonday Fune 30, 1735+ l. Youths Monitor, in fix 
ee Rebel to fe people. XIHI.GOD's Alarm 
to Great Britain; ov an iry into our public M 
cies, and Abufes of them, our Danger and Way of Deli- 
verance; a Sermon preached on occafion of the General 
Faft, F Gon 1739-404 XIV. The Tendency of Liberality 
to Rid #, and of Covetoufnefs to Poverty: A Sermon 
Breached at the Gide eure, March 45, 1741-2, to the 
ety for Relief of the Widows Orphans of Pro- 
teftant Diffenting Miniftere. KV. A Sermon, occafioned 
by the death of the reverend Mr. Fobx Ubbard; preached 
at Stepney, Futy 24, 1743. KVI. A Volume of fingle 
Sermons, collacted together by the Doétor himfelf in his 
Jater years; a large efiave. XVII. A Paraphrafe on the 
New ‘Teftament, above-mentioned ; which may be confi- 
dezed as bis principal Work,” 
THOMAS 
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qe 
“THOMAS JONES, M. A. 
Late CHAPLAIN of Sr. SAVIOUR’s, SouTrHwaARx, 


AIS excellent Man was called to stand forth in fap~ 

port of the truths of the gofpel at a period, when 
thofe truths feersed to have but little impreffion among the 
members of the eftablifhed church, to which he belonged. 
Ag that time, a minifter of the church of England, who 
ventured to maintain her articles and homilies in doc- 
trine, amd who fapported them in fa& by a holy life and 
expetience, was a kind of prodigy in the world, and 
(though aweful it be to fay it} met with nothing but cen~ 
fare, perfecution, and hard names, from all ranks and 
fortsof men, And in following the path of duty, 
which both the word of GOD and the principles and ru- 
Brie of the church pointed ont and enforced, an upright 
minifler could expect no advantages of a temporal kind, 
but the contrary; yet there were not wantin, thofe, who, 
meafuring others by themfelves, would flander and abufe 
him, as having nothing in his view but the mammon of 
unrighteoufnefs. In fhort, worldly men of ali profeffons 
feel fo fcvere a repraof, not from the words only, but 
from the lives and converfations, the principles and views, 
of gracious miniflers and real chriftians, that they cannot 
endure what ferves for fo ftriking and fo flandizg a re- 
proach upon themfelyes. And when the number of thefe 
18 but few; then the world, as it hath uniformly done at, 
fuch times, feeks to run them down by voices and by. 
names; if it be not permitted to go as or aa it otherwife 
would, and opprefs them by violence and cruelty. 
- In the former part of this century, the eftablifhed mi-~ 
nifters, who thought themfelves bound in confcience and 
duty to fupport their own aiticles by preaching and living, 
‘were but thinly {cattered over the land. It might then 
Said of them, : 
7 Apparent rari nantes in gurgite vafte. 

But, neater the middle of the Seneary, “licy became yet 
more {earce; and, before the revival of religion, which en-. 
{ued about forty years ago, an evangelic minifier was bard 
to be found. ur pulpits founded with morality, deduced 
from the principles of nature and the fitnefs of things, with, 

no 
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ho relation to Chrift, or the Holy Spirit; all which the bea- 
then philofophers have infifted upon and with perbaps more 
than modern ingenuity; and, in confequence, our ftreets 
have refounded with heathen immorality. We had flowery 
Janguage in the church, and loofelanguage out of it. There 
was no apparent fpirit or grace in the public fervice; and 
the private life difcovered none. Nay, the people were 
taught not to expec it, but to efteem every thing of a fnb- 
Jime and fpiritual influence, as enthofiaftic and delufive. 
*Lhis ftrange infatuation (to call it no worfe) proceeded fo 
far, that the minifter, who but a few minutes before, could. 
ray with the congregation to GOD, ‘* who teacherh the 
Peas of his faithtal people, by the fending to them the 
light of the Holy Spirit,” and could atk, for them and him- 
felf, that GOD “¢ would grant them by the fame Spirit to 
have a right judgement in all things and evermore to re- 
Joice in his holy comfort,” and could further petition “« for 
the infpiration of the Holy Spirit to cleanfe the thoughts 
of their hearts, that they might love and magnify his holy 
name ;” J fay, it occurred, that the minifter, who could 
utter thefe sresllent wows in the defk, bas changed His lane. 
» as well as his white garment, in the pulpit, and re- 
Field the whole of fuch fentiments and expreffions for cant, 
rhapfody, and nonfenfe. Nothing could come of fuch 
methods as thefe, which have too long and too much in- 
feéted the church, but that praGtical ungodlinefs which has 
in confequence overrun the Jand: And nothing can’ fet xp 
4 flandard (to ufe the prophet’s words) againit this flood 
Of fin, but the Spirit of the Lorn, whote name, na- 
ture, and office, have becn fv vilely and daringly tra- 
duced among us. 

In this unbappy time, Mr. Fznes, with a very few others, 
was called to ftand forth in the defence of the gofpel. He 
had great gifts, and great grace. He necded both for the 
work, to which Providence called him. His fweetnefs of 
natural temper, at as it eminently was, would never 
have fupported him under the numberlefs infalts he met 
with, had it not been ftrengthened, as well as adorned, b 
a fublimer influence. It was this, and only this, whic! 
enabled him to overcome vil with good, = rae tohave, 
not the form only, but the power o, linefs. 

His eimate 20d dear trendy the Sovereod Mc, Romaine, 
has given fo fallan account of him, both in a funeral fer- 
mon preached upon the occafion of his death, and ina pre- 
face to the volume of his works, that we are happy to ra 

fcril 





aes rT, JONES 
fcribeas much as poffible from it into the memoir of fo va« 
Amable 2 man. 

‘Before the Lord was pleafed to call him, he was walk- 
ing in the error of his ways, like others who know not 
Gop: in the vanity of his mind, having his underftand- 
ing darkened, and being alienated from life of GOD 
through the ignorance that was in him, becaufe of the 
blindnefs of his heart. Of this, however, GOD made 
him deeply fenfible ; and he was never afhamed to own it. 
His firft awakening was by the gradual working of the law 
upon his confeience. It was not by outward means, foch 
as hearing the word preached, or by fome afflicting provi- 
dence, ficknefs, trouble, or the like, but by the inward 
conviction of fn, wrought by the Spirit of GOD upon 
his confcience. He had his ftrongeft convictions where he 
had not the benefit of any outward means. The views 
which he had hereby of his fate and danger were very deep 
and diftrefiing. hile he was under this foul-concern m 

yaaintance firft began with him; (faye Mr. Romaine! 

fince that time, which is about eight years seo [ie 
in the year, 1754.] our great intimacy and friendfhip has 
jiven me a conftant opportunity of being a witnels of 
D's gracious dealings with his foul. He went mourn- 
ing for 2 long time, bowed down under the fenfe of guilt 
the power of unbelief. In this fchool of humiliation he 
learnt felf-knowledge. Here he was taught the fad effect 
of aruined fpoiled nature, of a foul depraved in all its fa- 
culties, eftranged from the mind and will of GOD, and 
governed by its own corrupt and ftubborn will, command- 
ing the pody to give up its members as inftroments of un- 
righteoufnefs unto fin. Here he was taught what fin izy 
namely, the tranfgreffion of the law, which is exceedin, 
finfal, becaufe the law is holy, juft, and good, » perfect 
copy of the divine perfections. " And here he was taught 
the damnable nature of heart-fin, which is the fountain 
from which all fin flows, and which, in the heart of the 
natural man, is ever flowing over. He learnt thefe Ieffons 
with fuch a deep experience, that the impreffion lafted all 
his days; for when GOD fhewed him great mercy, and 
he was enabled to believe in the Lord Jefus, ftill he found 
nothing of himfelf wherein to glory. “Humble and low 
in bis owneyes, he was ready to give the honor to whom 
alone honor was duc, Yea, after he was greatly flrength- 
ened and eftablifhed, fo as to live by faith on the Son of 
,GOD, Mill he knew that all was mercy. Mercy, free 
taercy, had from him all the praife; And this was iomnh 
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the frame and abiding temper of his mind, that it appeared. 
on all occafions: His fpiritual friends and acquaintance can. 
witnefs, that he was clothed with humility, and that he 
walked humbly with his GOD. A demonftration thisy 
that he had found mercy, becaufe he had made it the end 
and aim of his life to forth the praifes of that free 
mercy, which he had fo freely received; and as he livedy 
fo he died, acknowledging himfelf an object of mercy. 

y faith the chriftian is engrafted, as abranch, into the 
true vine; fo by faith Mr. Yexerx was a fruitful branch. 
He did not feek ‘to bear fruit to make himfelf alive; the 
fruit docs not make the tree alive; but to teftify his love 
and gratitude, to do good to men, and above all to fulfill 
what is written— Herein is my father slerified, ied Chrift}, 
that ye bear much fruit. Fobn xv. 8. That yc keep faith fo 
conftantly in and exercife upon me, as to be always, 
receiving out of my fulnefs grace for grace: For life, and 
the acts of life in every grace, ate in and from me; and 
the more you live by faith in me, the more will my Father 
he glorified, ‘Chis was what Mr. Fones happil experi+ 
enced in his heart and in his life. A perfon who lives thua 
by faith will be humble in heart: Every act of this faith 
declares hia emptinefs and want of all fpiritual good, while 
it leads to Cbrift, for his promifed fupply: And this was 
remarkably Mr, Yenes’s cafe; he was humble indeed. The 
witnefles are as many as knew him: But how much he was 
emptied of felf, and enabled go ive in an bomable depen- 
dence upon the and itrengh of Chrif, beft appeared 
from his own life, in which through faith ‘many precious 
fruits were produced. 

Love to precious fouls was the great motive that directed 
his views to the work of the miniitry; and was that which 
carried him through all the trials and difficulties he met 
with in profecution of this rest defign. His own flock 
in particular, to whom the Lord had made him overfeer, 
was much upon his heart: How frequent and how earneft 
in prayer for them! and, to the laft, he did not forget them. 
In his ficknefs he would be often crying out, ** Lord, feed 
thy theep; Lord, feed thy fheep.” ‘He was always flady- 
ing and contriving fomethi that might be ufeful to their 
heft intereft. is an alms-houfe in St. Savionr’s pa- 
rith called the college, and fome {mall itipend for doing duty 
init, Mr, Fag thought it was not right to take the mo~ 
ney, unlefa he did the duty. Accordingly he began to 
read prayers, and to expound the fcripture in the college 
chapel, and went on for fome time. The congregation 

; was 
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was very large, and the fuccefs was very greate Marr 
fouls were in this place firft awakened, who are now wall’, 
ing in the faith and fear of GOD, adornin the gofpel of 
eur Saviour; and fome are fallen aleep, whom we have 
feen leave a teftimony that they have followed their paftors 
and entered into the joy of their Lord. But here he was 
ftopt and refufed the ute of the chapel. After this he fet 
upa weekly leéture in his church; but he had not preached 
it long, before he was denied the ufe of the pulpit. 

Mr. Jones, however, not difcouraged by all this, went 
on giving away good books, fome of which he carried in 
perfon to every houfe in the parifh; catechizing the chil- 
dren, who came weekly to his houfe for that purpofe; and 
paying religious viGts among his parifhioners, when they 
ufed to talk freely of the fiate of their fouls. By thefe 
methods he tried to win his people to Chriff, befide the 
flated duties of his offices in performing of which he feemed 
to fet GOD always before him, and to be greatly drawn 
out to his hearers, of whom a very great number I truft 
did frequent his miniftry, not Jed thither by the eafe of 
his delivery, the {weernefs of his voice, or the fmoothnefs 
of his periods, but becaufe they felt the weight and impor- 
tance of the doétrines he preached. Several people, who 
will be his joy and crown of rejoicing in the day of the 
Lord Fefus, hearing him preach upon the entire ruin off 
man by the fall, were convinced that they were in thie 
ftate, and upon the entire recovery of man th te Fefus 
Cbrif, were enabled by his word and Spirit to believe in 
him for righteoufhefs, and to live upon him for grace to 
walk, as he alfo walked. ‘Thefe things are not mentioned 
with a defign to fet him above any of the Lord’s minifters = 
He had no fuch thoughts when Living: No one could think 
more meanly of himfelf than he did. As ho was adorned 
with fo many graces in his private life, and with fo many 
public, who fhould have the praife, but the Giver of them 
all, even thar good GOD who fhewed him mercy, and in 
whofe fight he was fo precious as to have his marvellous 
loving-kindnefs continued even unto death? J 

He was afflicted for fome years before his death with a 
diforder that kept him very low, and brought him often to 
death's door; during all which’ time his growth in grace 
‘was great and remarkable, ‘he victory gained over the 
eld man was never more manifeft, and his deadnefs to the 
world never more apparent, Relying upon the promife, 
Sin fail not bave deminion over you, he proclaimed war 
againft all inward lofts and rifings of fin, and fet upon then 

in 
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in the power and ftrength of the Lord: And being much 
exercifed in this part of the chriftian warfare, the Lord 
did wonders for him in giving him grace to cracify the old 
man of fn. GOD’s Jove appeared in hig great 
chaftenings; for whem he Joveth he chafteneth. ie 
fines alt his people in the furnace of affliétions: In it was 
Mr. ‘Jones refining for many years, and much drofs bad 
been done away; and becaufe he was precious in the fight of 
the Lord, be was tried like gold, and purified feven times 
in the fire. 1n the wholefome fchool of adverfity he had 
Jearnt refignation to the will of GOD, and under his Jong 
weak ftate of health to kifs the rod and be thankful, 
under the reigning power of grace to fubdue impatience, 
fretfulnefe, and murmuring, with all thofe felfith tempers 
which want to have our will and not GOD"s to be done. 
In this fchool he learnt to live by faith in Cérif, in all hia 
offices; as a prophet to teach him wifdom to lead him to 
GOD; asa prieft to bring him near to GOD by his aton- 
ing blood and righteoufnefs; and as a king to keep him 
near to GOD, raling in him and over him. This faith 
was tried, andit gre trials. The more it was exercifed 
the more did he find of the fafety and happinefs of living 
by faith onthe Sonof GOD. And hereby he learnt what 
the patience of the faints is; namely, an aét of faith under 
outward afflictions, looking up to GOD for grace to hold 
out as long as the afflictions laft: And fach was Mr. Jones's 
patience under a tedious illnefs, never being heard tomur- 
mur; and upon his death bed he was afraid of nothing but 
impatience; and GOD out of the tendereft love kept him, 
till ee had done its perfe& work. 

le grew alfo dead to the world, and experienced what 
the apoftle means, when he fays, the world is crucified to 
me, and I unto the world. Its pleafures,, its riches, its 
honers, were nothing to him. He did not defpife them 
becaufe he could not get them, but he parted with them 
freely, when he had them in his own power. GOD had 
provided for him a comfortable maintenance;* but he laid 
up nothing, except for the poor, to whom he gave libe- 
rally of what he had, and with a willing mind. As to 





© This maintenance very little exceeded one bundred pounds 2 
a year. | But it was farprizing (hy that frugality which diftinguithed 
peor sreg eager ey fae gees with it. He did not 
appear to live for himielf, even in the common means and matters of 
‘boman life. All feemed in him to be devoted to GOD and to Godli- 
nef. His compaffionate heart could fyrapathize with the forrows of 
men, and bis gracious heart was always cager to relieve them. 

Vou IV. Ce honor, 
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‘honor, he wanted not that which was from men: He was 
Jed to choofe a better: Hehasitnow. And this deadnefs 
to the world was of great ufe to him, when he came to die. 
‘Then he had che comfort of it, as appeared from that {weet 
expreffion of bis on his death bed - *« It is not dying out of 
the world, but dying in the world, and parting with all its 
toys and tries, and that not with ficknefs or pain.” And 
being thus by faith dead to the world while in it, what 
dhould make him afraid to die out of it? He had been fo long 
kept under the crofs, that it had been the means of cruci- 
fying the world unto him, of fabduing his own will and 
his own tempers, of trying his faith, and of exercifing his 
patience. And as the crofs was thus made profitable to 
the mortification of the old man, fo was it to the quicken- 
ing and ftrengthening of the new man. You could not 
converfe with him, without being put in mind of the meek- 
nefs and gentlenefe of Chri. Inhis behavior, in his con- 
verfation he fhewed, that he had put on, as one of the 
ele& of GOD, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, 
kindnefs, bumblenefé of mind, long fuffering; ready to 
bear with others, and ready to forgive, as Chrif? had alfo 
freely forgiven him, ‘Thefe amiable graces of the new man 
appeared In all his condu@; and particularly io all his mi- 
nifterial labors, in which it was eafy to difcover his great 
Kindnefs and tender Jove to perifhing finners, 

His laft ficknefs was indeed fweetened with divine love: 
His faith, his refignation, his comforts, failed him not, 
A gracious GOD fhewed how dear and precious he was to 
him, by removing every thing that could render death in 
the leait dreadful; and although his fever was violent for 
feven days, yet his foul was ftill and calm. He was not 
even fuffered to have one doubt concerning his intereft in 
Crip but lived happily, anddied rejoicing. At intervals 
he fpoke much to the comfort of his attending friends; we 
hope it may be alfo to the inftrudtion of his furviving fel~ 
Jow mortals, Humility of heart was the diftinguifhin, 
part of his charaéter. Hereby appeared the genuinenefs 
of his faith, whofe every act declares our emptinefs and 
want of all {piritual good, while it leads to Cérif for the 
promifed fupply. ‘hen waiting therefore for his diffolu~ 
tion, he demonftrated to all how tly the Lord had 

humbled him. Speaking about the fice of his foul to one, 
hedeclared, That asa dying man be had nothing to truft 
to but the Redeemer’s righteoufnefs; and that his faith in 
it had been fo ftrengthened during his illnefs as now to take 

away all doubt and fear.” Now were brought into livel 
exercife 
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exercife the graces of the new and inward man; faith was 
vigorous, hope unclouded, and leve undivided. Thefe 
made the approach of death welcome, as he found in his laft 
moments, when he faid, *¢ An eternal life of glory for a 
life of mifery }—Who would not change mifery for happi- 
nefs? Haften,—O haften, dear Lord.” And in one of 
his weakeft hours, ‘‘ Blefled be GOD for that degree of 
faith which he hath given me; for though it has operated in 
fo weak a manner, yet I have many bleffed and comfort- 
able marks in my own foul of his love to me.” Hore was 
faith indeed, le could find nothing in himfelf to put the 
leaft truft in as to acceptance with Gop, and therefore hie 
troft was ftronger in it: *¢ What an unfelt, what an 
unthought of corruption,” he cried at another time, “ is 
here both in body and foul! My fleth and my heart faileth, 
but GOD is the ftrength of my heart and portion for ever.” 
His ground for this he dec! was, a covenant of mercy, 
free grace in the Lord Fe/is,” in which, knowing that te 
had Ee fhare, he could fay, ‘* Now, Jet thy fervant de- 
t in peace, for mine eyes have feen thy falvation.— 
Sow, Lord, I can lay me down in peace, and fafely take 
any reft.” In this happy frame he was praying, *¢ Lord; 
fecure a foul thou haft died to fave,” when, after a paufe, he 
cried, ‘¢ he will, he will: £ have pare here; I thall have 
all foon.” On the Friday before he died, GOD was pleafed 
remarkably to vifit him with a fight of his falvation: « 1 
have had a glorious view,” faid he, ‘¢ of the love of Ghrift 
to my foul this morning:” And this love fhed abroad in 
his heart brought many fweet words out of his dying 

mouth; fuch as, *¢ For me to live is Chrif, to die is gain.’ 
—** Come, Lord Jefuss come quickly, and give me an 
eafy difmiffion.”—“* Lord, give me an eafy dilmiffion toa 
bl eternity.”—<* Ere this time to-morrow, perhaps, 
I fhali be where all forrow is done away.”—‘¢ I fhall have 
a fabbath of trinity, before I sbonght of it, to worfhipa 
tri-une GOD.” ‘o Mrs Jones, he faid, ** Don’t be fur- 
prifed at any alteration you inay fee in me; for death always 
make ftrange alterations. the Lord is pleafed to 
ive me my difmiffion, rejoice over my corpfe, and praife 
‘OD for what we have fuffered together here, and for 
what we fhall enjoy together hereafter.” ‘Towards his 
latter end he was much in prayer; and thefe were fome of 
his expreffions: ‘* The filver cords of life are breaking; 
aman goeth to his long home; and the mourners go about 
the ftreets:—Lord, guide me home in fafery, lead me 
throagh the thadow of gn er mortal fhall foon put 
c2 on 
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on immortality: —Thot worms deftroy this body, ia 
my fief thall ] fee GOD; whom 1 thall fee for myfelt, and 
mine eyes fhall behold, and not another.—I go hence like 
a fhadow that declineth; I wither away like grafs; but 
the Lord is the portion of my foul, and my ftrong hope.— 
Yam fo full of pain indeed I can think but little; yet 
I know that 7e/u: is carrying on the interefts of my poor 
fou! notwithttznding.” And one of his taft fayings was, 
461 am of the church of the firft born, who ll ftand 
on Mount Sion; one chofen from among my brethren; a 
Ginner faved, a finner faved.” And thus not only fafely but 
triumphantly did Mr. ‘Jones exchange this lower world of 
fin and forrow for the pure unmixed joys of GOD’s eternal. 
kingdom above, on the fixth of Jue, 1762, in the thirty- 
third year of his age. ‘Two brothers, who had received 
much edification from his miniftry, ereéted a decent monu- 
ment of their own kindnefs for his memory in St. Saviour’s 
church, where he was buried, heli the following infcription. 
ac) 
to the Memory of the Reverend 
THOMAS JONES, A.M. 
late of Queen's. lege, Cambridge 5 
and Chaplain of this Parifh 5 
who died June the 6, 1762, 





“This Monutient'S erefied b 

JOHN and JOSEPH STREET, Gents: 

as a Memorial of the Edification 
they received, from his faithfal 
abors in the Miniftry ; 
A. D. 1770. 

His Works, which are printed in one volume 8ve. 
London, 1762 confiit of fermons: The eight firft are en- 
titled ‘¢ An Expofition of rhe Church Catechifm.” The 
I, is from Heb. viii. part of the roth verfe. The I, from 
Mark i, and latter part of the rgth verfe. The III. from 
St. Famer ii. 2.4. The 1V. from Fobn xiv. 15. The V. 
from 2 Chron. 14. The VI. from the fametext. The 
‘VII. from Jobn iii, and latter part of the sth verfe. The 
VIII. from 1 Cor. x. 16. 

‘Two fermons preached at St. Saviour’s, entitled « Re- 
pentance and Reconciliation with GOD, recommended 
und enforced: One from Yames » To. and the orber 
from AMatth. v. 25. 26. with a feri and affectionate Ad- 
drefs to the Inhabitants of the (aid Parifh. A fermon 
preached before the feveral Affociations of the laudable She 
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der of Anti-Gallicans, from Jefova xxiii. 31, 12, 13. A 
Sermon entitled, The Beauties of Spring, Cant. ii. 10, 21, 
r2,13. A Funeral Sermonentitled Good of Affiic~ 
tion, Jebw xvi. 33. latter claufe. A Sermon preached 
before the Society for promoting Religions Knowledge 
among the Poor, on 2 Ger. v. 14. A_Vhfitation Sermon, 
&s xx. 26. latter part. A Charity Sermon preached at 
St. Botolpt’s, Bifbopfgate, from Pal. xiviii. 9. 

* As to the ftyle of thefe difcourfes, and the manner of 
the compofition, it does not become me (fays his biogra- 
pher) to force my judgement upon the Public. Let them 
fpeak for themfelves. Mr. Jones was aware of their want- 
ing many ornaments, which falfe tafte admirs, and 
accordingly made his apo! in the preface to the fermons 
upon the Catechifm. He had little time to ftudy the fine 
turned period, or the pointed feutence; and he did not 
think the gofpel ftood in need of the arts of human orato~ 
ry torecommend it. He endeavored to profit, more than 
to pleafe. And as his labors were chiefly among his own 
parifhioners, he believed the importance of gofpel truths, 
plainly delivered and enforced, would be more ufeful than 
any enticing words of man’s wifdom. Upon this plan he 
compofed the fermons in this volume; and they were drawn 
‘out Into public view at the earneft intreaty and folicitation 
of his hearers; to whom he gave them up as they were 
preached. He could not prevail with himfelf to refine 
their manner, or to polith their ftyle ; and this their prefent 
plainnefs is with mea great recommendation. ‘Che matter 
is of far more confequence than the manner; for what is 
the end of preaching, but to profit the hearers? And they 
aie not profited by the excellency of Speech or of wifdom, 
but by thedemonftration of the Spirit and of power; which 
did certainly accompany thofe plain difcouries, when deli- 
vered from the pulpit: May the fame accompany them 
from the prefs ” 

1t is an Anecdote, which deferves to be recorded, that, 
between twenty and thirty years 3505 when one only pul~ 
pit in or about the great metropolis, and that only on a 

junday and Thur {day afternoons during Term-time, was ac- 
ceffible for the pure doctrines of the gofpel and of the 
church ; a certain number of ferious perfons met at ftated 
times for the fole purpofe of praying, thar GOD would 
be pleated, in his mercy to the ‘chabithment, to raife up 
faithful minifters in it, who fhould found forth the gofpel 
of his grace as in the days of old, when the eftablifhasent 
was adorned with gracious | paitors in all parts of the Jand, 
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and to give their miniftry abundant fuceefs. Within a 
face, it pleafed GOD to anfwer thefe petitions, by raifing 
up one and another; infomuch, that at this time (and at 
ought to p= mentioned with gratitude) there are very many 
minifters, both in town and country, who think it the true 
way of honoring the church by maintaining her own efta- 
blithed arcicles, and the only way of terving GOD in the 
falvation of fouls by preaching his word faithfully, by feed- 
ing the flock duly, and by living among them conffantly, 
and all this, mor for fileby lucre fate, but of a ready mind, 
their great expeétation being, the chief Shepherd fball 
appear, t0 receive a crown of glory that fadeth nos away. 


RICHARD PEARSALL. 


HIS evangelical Minifter was born at Kidderminfler, 

in Worcefierfbire, on the 2gth of duguft, 1698, ani 
received his education in a diffenting academy at Tiwke/bury 
in Gloweefier [hire In procefs of time, he entered upon the 
miniftertal fervice, and was fixed for ten years at Br, a 
in Herefordfbire, From thence, he removed to Warminfler 
in Wilifbire, at which place he continued his miniftry for 
fixteen years; and, finally, he fettled in Taunton in Somer~ 
Jedbire, where he exercifed the facred funétion for above 
fifteen years, and from thence was called to heaven, on the 

roth of November, 1762. 

His writings difcover the piety and grace, with which 
GOD had bieffed him. “They are not only evangelical, 
but ingenious; and though he does not exceed Mr. Herv. 
in thete refpeéts, whofe ftyle he feems to have admired and 
imitated, yet his contemplations may be read with plea- 
fare and profit, efpecially by younger minds, to whom they 
are particularly adapted. ‘is Contemplations on the Oceai 
&&c. in two volumes, 12m0. were publifhed by himfelf, 
and are mentioned by Mr. Hervey with regard, in the third 
volume of his Theron and Aj » His Reliquia Sacra 
were prefented to the world by Dr. Gibbens, in twa vo- 
lumes, 12210. 1765. T! confift of Meditations en _fele 
Paffeges &; Scripture, and Dialogues between a Father 

s Children. If thefe do not abound with fo many 
lively fallies of imagination as the Comtemplations, they at 
Jeaft equal them in a warm and ferious picty, and may, 
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Mz, Pear/fail felt inward decays fome time before his de~ 
ceafe, and often expreffed the fame to his family. He 
feemed to be quite prepared for death, and he continuall. 
expatiated on the glories beyond the grave, and the hig! 
honor conferred on the juft made perfes. His con{icience 
bore teftimony to the faithful difcharge of his duty as a 
minifter, father, and {tiend. He deciared, that the great 
truths of the golpel he preached when living, were the 
foundation of ‘his hope in dying, and he recommended 
a firm attachment to thein to ott that came to vifit him; nor 
did he omit ftrongly to urge a ftri@ and clofe walk with 
GODinprivate. A day or fo before his death, he defired hia 
friends not to be furprized if he went off fooner than they 
expected. He went to bed feemingly as well as ufual, No 
alteration was obferved by the perfon who was inthe cham~ 
ber, till a few minutes before his departure, when he ap~ 
peared to be dying. One of his daughters came to him, 
and defired him to fpeak, which he coukl not, but he 
opened his eyes, put out his hand, and immediately breathed. 
his laft, His concer for his flock diétated a letter, which 
he addreffed to them as trom the grave, and which, agree- 
able to his dire€tion, was read to them foon after his de- 
ceafe. Dr. Gibbons has given the whole ol it in a preface 
to the Reliquie Sacre; and as it fhews the temper of Mr. 
Prarfall's mind in the profpe& of diffolution, a few rytracts 
from it may not be impertinent to the fhort account of his 
Jife, nor be unprofitable to the Reader, 

¢ My dear Mriends, 

«¢ How fir you dwell ‘pon my heart, he only knows, 
who fearches it; but [ trait 1 may fay, ye are witneffes, 
and GOD alfo, that I have a reat and lively concern for 
you, efpecially for that profperity of yours which is moft 
important ia itfelf, and which it is peculiarly my province 
to promote; that you may, as a church, bea Rourithing 
fociety, a nurfery for heaven, a name and a praife unto 
the Lord in thegarth; that your refpeétive perfons may 
fhare in the "fpecial favors of the moft high; that your 
bodies may bein health, as far as the wiflom of your hea- 
venly Father fees confiftent with foul-profperity; that your 
trade may flourifh, that riches may incieafe; that peace may 
be within your walls, thofe of your tawn, your own 
boufes, your bethel; that ail thoie bleflings may bo he- 
towed upon you, which are contained in tho prefence of 
GOD, and are expericnced by that gofpel church ohh 
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fhall be called Fcboveb Shammab, becaufe the Lord is there. 
Te is now many years fince I firft faw your face, and you 
firft heard my voice. ‘Through the courfe of thefe years 
T have received many favors from you, for which I return 
you my fincere thanks, As the time now approaches in 
which we fhall neither fee nor bear each other, no more 
have communion with one another, either in a way of 
common friendfhip, or in the duties of religion, it is my 
defire, either to take a folemn farewel, or leave this dying 
teftimonial behind me, of my love to you and longings 
after your welfare; entreating that he, who can fo profper 
and increafe a handful of corn upon the top of a mountain, 
as that the fruit thereof fhall fhake as Lebanon, would caufe 
this attempt to anfwer its purpofe, that it may be favingly 
profitabte. My friends, ! have preached living, I would 
Preach dying: From the pulpit the found hath gone forth 
to your cars at Jeaft; if now from the chamber, the clofet, 
the bed, the fame found is repeated, imagine the reafon is, 
I would prevail; I am to be inftant in feafon and out of 
feafon, and | hope the circumitanccs attending my prefent 
writing, may be ftrongly argumentative, that you may 
think me in carnoft, as indeed 2 am, and may approve 

rourfelves fo. The prefent is to mea feafon of reflection, 

iow, in what manner, I have exercifed my miniftry, and 
to what purpofe. And I intreat moft ferioufly and affec~ 
tionately, that it may be to you, and every of you, a‘fea~ 
fon of due confideration, how you have improved it. 

*€ Would you know my heart without difguife, while in 
the views of death, judgement and eternity? I look back 
upon my former miniftry: I will tell you moft ferioufly, 
that as my preaching among you was extracted from tl 
ever bleffed gofpel, and I dawbed not with untempered 
mortar, fo I now ftand to the doétrines I fo often delivered, 
and make them the bafis of my hope, and humble confi- 
dence in a fainting, dying . _L know in the prefent 
day many fentiments are propagated diametrically oppofite 
to each other; and perhaps on the one fide and the other 
there may be zeal; I arm fare another day will infallibly de- 
clare what is genuine gofpel; every work will be manifeft, 
for it fhall be as metal revealed by fire, Now I can'tcome 
to-you upon this head from the other fide of death; but 
as near as I am to it, my perfuafion does not abate; nay, 
the more near, the more diftin@ and awful views I take of 
the future fcene, the more fuitable 1 fee thefe doctrines, 
which are peculiar to the gofpel, to be to the pature Ais 
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GOD, the wants of my foul, and neceffary to every fallen 
creature, 

*¢ It was always my concern to call no man father or maf- 
ter on earth. 1 paid indeed a refpect to good men, fo as not 
wantonly to ditler from them; alfo a refpeét to the foor~ 
fteps of the flock, fo as not cantclefsly to deviate from 
them; and it was one part of my fatisfaction, that my fen~ 
timents in divinity coincided nearly with thofe that [ 
thought were the moft holy, and had moft of the Spiric 
of GOOD: But I never paid that deference to divines, or 
an affembly of divines, as to take any thing on their word. 
1 carried all ¢o the law and to the teftimony, as toa touch- 
flone, and called nothing gold, nothing truly valuable, 
but as agreeable to the fcriptures of truth, and having a di- 
vine ftamp on it. I now (as far as 1 can) confirm what I 
have before preached; and would in the moft ferious man- 
ner, as a dying man and minifler, recommend the blefled 
gofpel, and all that fyftem of facred truths chat rons through 
it. Think of no juftification but what is to be had through 
the righteoufnefs of Chrif, accepted by the penitent foul 
in a wsy of humble faith. In every kind of approach to 
GOD, whether habitual or aétual, teck acceptance inthe be- 
loved. Let him be your Mediatorand High Pricft, by whom 

‘ou prefent yourfelves fit, and then your various facri- 
ices to the Lord of all, and think that he could be Prici 
only as he was and is GO. carnate. As | always main- 
tained the duétrine of original fin, and preached to you aa 
to perfons that nceded a regenerating fpirit, foT verily be- 
lieve, not only from the declarations of our bleffed Re- 
deemer, but from the corruption of man’s heart, froin the 
nature of fin as the foul’s pollution, compared with the 
purity of the divine nature, and of the heavenly world, 
which are all purity, that verily, except aman be born again 
be cannot fee tbe kingdom of been. 1 always endcavored 
to carry you off from feif-feeking and felf-dependence to 
GOD and his glory, that you might not imagine you were 
your own, and might a€t_as you pleafed. I fhewed that 
72 could be bleffed only in the divine favor and fmiles, as 
often infifted on the mediation of Chr iff, and your onenefs 
with him in the way of faith, in order to your union with 
GOD and felicity in him; and with all this the neceffity of 
the fpirit of holinefs to create you anew, and preferve you 
fafe unto the heavenly kingdom. I appeal ta you, whe- 
ther I have not made fach points as thefe capital; whether 
they have not been as bread and falt at our tables, attend- 
ing our daily food; whether they have not run through my 
«¢ minifiry, 
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miniftry, intimately commingling themfelves with it. I 
Mill think I fhould have done fo; and had my miniftry been 
never fo far protraéted, I am fatisfied I fhould have per- 
fevered in this fcheme of doGtrine; building on this founda- 
tion not wood, hay, ftubble of vain confidence, ill-founded 
hopes, carnal liberties, pride and hypocrify; but fle 
filver, precious ftones, the living graces and fpiritual duties 
of Vital chriftianity, with a waiting on the Lord in the 
‘way that he hath prefcribed, that in all he may be glorified, 

and we may receive living water through thofe pipes of 
conveyance from the grand refervoir, in which it hath 
pleafed the Father that all fulnefe fhould dwell. Ae I did 
not preach chriftianity to confit in a lifelefs profeftion, fo 
I preffed it often on your confciences, that you fhould fee 
toit, that there was areal union between Chrif? and you, 

and that it be fuch a joining yourfelves to the Lord, 3s is 

roduétive of real difcipledhip, and fo you follow the Lord 

in the way of univerfal holinefs. In thert, I am perfuaded 

my {cheme was good, I mean evangelical; and that it tended, 
in all its lines to that one grand centre, the glory of GOD, 

as holy, juft and good ; the advancement of ChriP's honor, 

in his perfon, power, love, merit, and faithfulnefs; the ho- 
nor of the bleffed Spirit ; and the holinefs, fafety, comfort 

and felicity of GOD’s people here and hereafter.” 

By thefe brief extraéts from a Jong letter to his flock, 
we are inflructed in the frame of. - Pcarfall’s heart, 
and may fee, that the love of GOD and the falvation of 
fouls lay with great and folemn weight upon his thoughts. 
This letter would make a very proper appendix to the 
{mall volume of pious letters, written in the laft century, 
by Mr. ohiph Allcine to the people of Taunton; and pot” 
fibly the ‘hint of it was taken from them. ‘This town has 
been long bleffed with the found of evangelic troth : May ir 
Bold faft that which remains, in the midit of that great de- 
generacy which prevails in the counties about it, that the 
sandlyfick may nat be removed, and that no man take its crown! 





WILLIAM GRIMSHAW, A. B, 
’ 

N proportion only as the love of GOD is fhed abroad 

in the heart, will the labors of love abound in the life. 

ere may be many natural and corrupt views for the zeal 

and dihgence of our fallep nature to promote itfelf; but 

° nothing 
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nothing can induce a hearty concern for fpiritual things, 
where all the pride, profit, and glory of the flefh mutt be 
brought down, except that renewal in the fpivit of the mind, 
which enables it co apprehend the wosth of thofe things. 
*Tis a certain role in religion, as well as in philofophy, 
that nothing can rife above its own principles: And our 
Lord confirms this invariable trath, where he fays, that 
which ix born of the fie/b, is fie/b; it fecks what is of the 
fleth, knows nothin; ond, and cannot atcend above it. 
All its views and withes are confined to the narrow bounds 
of time and of fenfe: Here it employs all its carea and 
endeavors, and, Jike the beafls that perifo, thinks nothing of 
fpiritual goods rejeéts it as a chimera or dream, and, feed- 
ing and Alling itfelf with the grofs fubflances of this cle- 
mentary world, is totally unfitted for the enjoyment of 
that Burne, who is all {pirit and life, the fource and the 
completion of every intelleétual facalty and defire. On 
the other hand, that which is born of the Sprrit (lays Chrift), 
is Spirit: Nothing but this divine Spirit and his fpiritual 
creation can fatiate thofe, who proceed from him. They 
rife to him by his power; and they are never happy but 
when they do rife, hecaule they {ee Il the good andall the 
end of their nature in this aé, ‘and all the milery and dark- 
nefs, which can befall the foul, ina {eparation trom him. 
Hence they somprohand the abfolute neceffity, which the 
Lord Fefus hath ftated in faying, Verily, verily, except aman 
be born ogain (or, from above), be cannot 91.8 the Kingdom 
of GOD: He cannot have that true notion or idea of its 
ipiritual obje€ts, which is reprefented by the outward fa- 
culty of fight. He may hear of it, and difcourfe of it too, 
as a blind man may of colors; but every body knows the 
difference of that apprehenfion, which paffes through the 
different fenfes of the eyes and the ears, And then, in 
order to confirm a truth of fuch importance, our Lord 
xenews his afleveration in another form; Verily, verily, 
except a man be born of water and of the SpiRiT, be cannot 
ENTER into the Kingdom of GOD, He muft he rencwed, 
changed, tranflated, new-created, or born again, by the agency 
of the Spirit of GOD, cleanfing and purifying bis foul 
as water doth the body, orhe cannot arrive at the fpiritual 
perception of fpiritual things, nor finally attain the objec 
of their communication in this world, or the falvation of 
‘Jefes Chriff in the world to come. And if an unrenewed 
man cannot fe, nor arrive at the true notion of fpiritual 
things, nor enter into the fpiritcal enjoyment or experience 
ef them in his foul; how can he > apaloms te attennine: 
t 
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them for himfelf; how can he be carneft and unweatied im 
recommending and urging them upon othera?—It is moral- 
ly and naturally imp 

Qe enim quidquam nefrius optet P 

fut quis valeat nefcita fequi ? Boxrurvs. 

‘That is: 

Can he defire, who doth not know >? 

‘Oi: who to what's unknown can go? 

So, on the contrary, if a laborious concern to imprefs 
thefe {piritual objets upon the minds of others appear in 
aman, where no earthly good can be expeéted, but much of 
swhat is fuppofed to be fo may be loft, by that concern; it is 
an undeniable argument, that the foul is proportionally 
awakened or enlivened to underftand and defire, what is in 
value above them, For it is not in nature to part with any 
thing which is thought to be good, but for the attainment 
of afomething, which is believed to be better, We thal] 
mot wonder, therefore, at the uncommon zeal and Jabors 
of the man of GOD, whofe life we are entering upon, 
when we confider the uncommon meafure of grace he had 
received from the GOD of all grace; but may rather deplore 
our own fcanty attainments, which leave us too often and 
too far behind him, when even his zea!, and lite, and aéti- 
vity, (as he himfelf was fenfible, and none more fo) were 
alrogether unworthy of the Masrzx and the cau/e he was 
ferving. © that reflections of this kind may be fanétified 
to quicken us, whether minifters or people, to double our 
diligence; knowing, that she time is fhort, that the night is 
at band when no man can work, and that we can never la 
out our time or our fouls to more advantage than for HIM, 
who will faffer no aét of duty or labor of love to be pro- 
duced in vain! 

This humble, Jaborious, and ardent Minifter of Céri/t, 
William Grimfbaw, was born on September the third, in 
the year of our Lord 1708, at Brindle, Gx miles fouth of 
Profien, in Lancofbire; and he was educated at the fchoole 
of Blackburn Hefkin, in that county. While he was 
a fchool-boy, the thoughts of death and judgement, the tor+ 
ments of hell, the glories of heaven, and the fufferings of 
Cbrift, often made fome tranfient impreffions upon him; 
owing probably to the religious care taken of him by his 
parents. In the eighteenth year of bis age, he was admitted 
a member of Chrift’s-College in Cambridge: And here (aa iz 
but too ufually the cafe) bad example deplorably prevailed 
to fedace him from that decent manner of life and thofe fe- 
ious reflections, which had been inculcated opon him; for 

at 
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at this time, having no real change wrought upon him, and 
confequently Laving no roct ix bimjelf, the prevalent impiety 
of the college carried him away fo far, that, for the fpace 
of more than two years, be feemed utterly to have loft all 
fenfe of religion and ferioufnefs; nor was there any revival 
of his former impreffions, till on the day he was ordained 
deacon, in the year 1731. On this occafion, he was much 
affe&ted with a fenfe of the importance of the minifterial 
office, which he was taking upon him, and the diligence 
which ought to be ufed in the difcharge of it. Yet thefe 
convictions were but flight and foon carried away, like the 
chaff, by the wind of temptation; though, for a ixtle time, 
they were promoted by an acquaintance with fome religious 
people at Rochdale, who ufed to meet together, once a week, 
for religious exercifes. But, upon his removal thence, 
very foon after, to Todmorden, though not far diftant from 
Rochdale, inftead of ating up to the good motions he had 
felt in his foul, and which been encouraged by his pious 
acquaintance, he purfued a different courfe and went no 
more amongft them: He conformed to the vain and 
thoughtlefs world ; he followed all its ftupid and trifling di- 
verfions; and endeavored to fatisfy his confcience with 
“¢ doing his minifterial duty” (according to the common 
phrafe) on a Sunday, without attending any farther, eitber 
to the improvement of his own mind by ftudy, or to the im- 
provement of his people as an offeat of ‘his own, He 
‘was, in aword, what but too many of the modern clerical 
profefiion are, an eafy companion for eafy men, who give 
themfelyes no trouble about their own fouls, or about 
GOD, or any thing elfe but, what Leviathan is reprefented 
to be doing in the world, taking their paftime therein. Give 
them the pleafures of the arth, if not of direct fin tao, 
for a feafon; and the honor of Cérif?, and the falvation of 
finners, are thofe fabordinate affairs, which may be taken 
care of, at any time or ne time, by any man or no man, 
Joft as they pleafe. “They comprehend no more of fpirituat 
good, than the luxurious epicure who faid, ¢ that he did 
not underftand what great happinefs there could be in hea- 
ven, where folks were to fit upon a bare cloud to eternity, 
finging hallclujahs, and having nothing to eat or to drink.” 
"There are thoufands who would be afhamed perhaps to at- 
ter the words, but who are living in the {pirit of the world- 
linefs they imply from day today. Mr. Grim/bow, to his 
compunction aferwards. was numbered too long among 
this ungodly fraternity. It was for feveral years before he 
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was enabled to emerge from the Jow debauchery of the 
times. However, itis faid, he refrained as much as pofii~ 
ble from grofs fwearing, unlefs in fuitable company, and, 
when he got drunk, would take care to fleep it out before 
he came home,—O what a {candal to religion are fwearing, 
drunken, horfe-racing, gambling, and ungodly prieita; and 
what a jeft, or tumbling block, to the world! 

About the year 1 13s and in the twenty-fixth of Mr. 
-Grimfbaw’s life, GOD was pleafed to bring upon himan ear- 
neft concern for his own falvation, and confequently for 
that of his flock at Todmorden. This immediately became 
Wifible by his reformation. Hequickly left all his diverfions; 
his fifhing, card-playing, hunting, &c. And he now began 
to catechize the youn people, to preach up the abfolute 
neceffity of 4 ftri@ and devout life; to vifit his people, not 
in order to drink and be merry with them as before, but 
to exhort and prefs them to feck the falvation of their 
fouls, and to enforce what he had delivered to them from 
the pulpit. 

At this period alfo, he began himfelf to pray in fecret 
four times a day. A bleffed d practices which there is rea~ 
fon to believe, he never left off. “The GOD of all grace, 
who had now prepared his heart to pray, foon alfo 
the aniwer to his prayer: Not indeed in the way in whi 
expected; not in a complete victory over his corrupt na- 
ture, nor at that rime in the joy of a confcience bearing him 
witnefs, that in fimplicity and godly fincerity he was walk- 
ing Lefore him: Butby bringing upon him very ftrong and 
painful convictions of hisown guilt, and helplefinefs, and mi~ 
Sery; by difcovering to him, what he did not fufpect before, 
that his heart was deceitful and defperately wicked; and, 
what was more afflicting ftil], that a] his duties, and labors, 
and goodnefs, could not procure for him pardon, or gain 
him atitle to eternal life. Very painful apprehenfions there- 
fare now feized his mind, of what muit become of him. 
In the midit of which, he was often readv to accufe GOD, 
as dealing hardly with one, who was now no more a pro- 
fane or carelefs liver, but feeking in earneft to obey him, 
But this was the work of the law upon his confcience, and 
the preparation of his foul for the gofpel of peace. Under 
this, he was indeed exceedingly miferable, being buffeted 
with blafphemous thoughts and horrid temptations : And 
about this time alfo two of his parifhioners attempted 
to make away with themfelves, though their lives were re- 
markably preferved. Being fent for to one of them, the 
thought ftruck him, that very poffibly he might e’er Tong 
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do the fame, for aught he knew or could do to the con- 
trary. 

rt this flate of great trouble, he continued more than 
three years, not daring to acquaint any with the diftrefs 
he fuffered, left they fhould report that he was either mad 
or melancholy, But, by thefe lafting and deep convictions 
being brought ‘toa deep acquaintance with the corruptions 
of his own heart and to the knowledge of its fin by the law 
of GOD, enforced upon him by the Spirit of GOD, and 
being therefore made willing to receive falvation freely, 
and to confider himfelf humbly as a brand plucked out of 
burning; the day of his confolation and knowledge of Chrif, 
infinitely precious to his foul, gracioufly drew near. ‘I'he 
bible began now to appear quite anew book. He found 
the rich import of thote f {criptures, which declare the fa~ 
crifice and righteoufnefs of Chriff to be the whole atonement 
and juftification of a finner before GOD; and which teftit 
the remiffion of fins to believers on his name, and fandife. 
cation as the bleffed effect of this believing in growing evi~ 
dence of that remiffion, ‘¢ I was now (fays he) willing to 
renounce myfelf, with every degree of fancied merit and 
ability, and to embrace Chrif only for my all in all, © 
what light and comfort did I now enjoy in roy, own foul, and 
what a tafte of the pardoning love of GOD!" 

As he was thus taught of GOD in his own expericnce, 
fo his preaching, in the year 1742, began to be clear and 
profitable. He dwelt much in reprefenting the nature and 
excellencies of chriftian faith, and falvation by Chrifi atone. 
‘All this time he was an entire ftranger to ferious perfonr, 
or to thofe who were the occafion under GOD of the re- 
vival of religion among us. _ He was alfo an entire ftranger 
to their writings, except a fingle fermon upon Gal. iii. 24. 
and a letter to the people of England, publifhed by the 
reverend Mr. Seagrave, in which he was furprized to find 
the nature, life, fpirituality, and power of truth and 
dodtrine, in ail material points, to be the very fame with 
what he now faw clearly in the word of GOD, and from 
which his peace had entirely flowed. Dr. Owen's book ou 
juftification was allo of great ufe to him about this time, 

In the month of Afay, in the fame year, inftru@ed in 
this manner, Mr. Grim, came to the people and church 
at Haworth near Bradford, in York/aire, and very foon the 
good effets of his ing became vifible among a people 
ignorant and brutifh, aa the face of the country is wild and 
ragged. Many of hie carelefs flock were brought into 
deep concern for the falvation of their fouls, and ware 
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filled with peace and joy through believing. And as is 
antient times, before preaching was debafed by modern re- 
finement, and alas! to fuch a cold and languid exercife, 
thae generally one can fcarce obferve a decent attention to 
the minifter in the pulpit; his people felt in their hearts a 
deep conviétion of fin; and the whole congregation have 
been often feen in tears, on account of their numerous pro- 
vocations againft GOD, and under a fenfe of his goodnefa 
in yet {paring them, and waiting to be gracious unto them. 
This lively, powerful, manner of reprefenting the tiuths 
of GOD could not fail of being much talked of, and bring- 
ing, out of curiofity, many hundreds to Hawerth church: 
And there they received fo much benefit by what the 
heard, that when the novelty was long over, the churc! 
continued to be full of people, many of whom came from 
far, and this for twenty years together. Indeed, nothing but 
this will draw fouls heartily together, or (according to the 
prophet's language) as doves totheir windows. Mere morality, 
derived from man’s ability, neither comes warm from the 
heart, nor gocs warmly to it. With the trafh of human 
attainments and human endeavors, ail fallen, corrupt, fee- 
ble, and depraved, no fout living can be fatiated. When 
men preach thefe (to ufe the words of Milton) 
¢ The theep look up, but are not fed,’ 

Tt was the pure truth of the gofpel, which brought men 
toreformation from popery, and which only can produce 
true reformation at any time. It was this, which hath 
drawn thoufands from the church to various diffenters, 
where it hath been preached by them; and it is the preach- 
ing of this alone, as we have abundant proof, that can fill 
our churches again, 

Mr. Grim/Baw was now too happy himfelf in the know- 
ledge of Chrift, to reft fatisfied, without taking every me- 
thod, he thoaght likely, to fpread the knowledge of his 
GOD and Saviour. as fome indigent people con- 
ftantly make their want of better cloaths to appear in, an 
excufe for not coming to church in the day time, when 
their want would be vifible to the whole congregation; he 
contrived, for their fakes, a leCture on Sanday evenings, 
though he preached twice in the former part of the day. In 
which leGture achapter or apfalm, after the primitive cuftom 
of the chriftian church, wasexpounded. GOD was pleafed 
to 2 give great fuceefs to thefe attempts, which animated him 
fill more to fpend and be {pent for Cériff’s caufe: So. that 
the next year he began a method, which was continued by 
him ever after, of preaching in each of the four Hesint 
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Wnder his care three times every month. By which ineans 
the old and infirm, who could not attend the church, had 
the truth of GOD brought to their houfes; and many, who 
were fo profane as to make the diftance from the houfe of 
GOD a reafon for icarce ever coming to it, were allured to 
Ahear, and at length received with joy the word of life. 

By this cime, the great attention and labor, with which 
he inftruéted his own people; the circum{petion and holi- 
nefs of his converfation; and the Jafting benefit, which very 
many from the neighboring parifhes had obtained, by at- 
tending his miniftry; all concurred to bring upon him many 
earueft intreaties to come to the houfes of others, who lived 
in neighboring parifhes, and to expound the word of GOD 
to fouls as ignorant, as they were themfelves, before they 
hhad heard inftru@iion from his lips. As the pureft be~ 
nevolence was the only motive to this requeft; fo all, 
who knew Mr. Grim/baw, are affured, (and what others 
shink or fay matters not) nothing but love to the fouls of 
men, and a defire of proving a bl ig to them, engaged 
him to preach, as occafions oj |, in other parifhes, So 
that whilft he was one of the moft diligent in overfeeing, 
and providing abundantly for all in his own fiock, he annu- 
ally found opportunity of inftruéting, near three hundred 
times, large companies, and fometimes large congregations 
befides, After he had preached for the firlt time in any 
place, he commonly thanked the perfon into whofe: houte 
or barn he was received, and added; ‘¢ I hope you will 
give me leave to come again.” . 

Mr, Grim, thus went on preaching fifteen, twenty, 
and often thirty times in the week, and that for fifteen ycars, 
or upwards, befides vifiting the fick, and other occafional 
duties of his function. ‘9 one of his friends in a neigh- 
boring parith, whofe wife had been fick, he thus apologized, 
s¢ Tam forry, that I have not been able to vifit your wife: 
Thave not wanted inclination, but time; for I have had 
thirty times to preach this week.” It is not eafy to atcribe 
fach unwearied diligence, and all amongit the poor, or at 
Jeaft very ob{cure people, to any motive but the real one. 
He thought bis tongue fhould never lie ftill in guilty 
filence, whilft he could {peak to the honor of that GOD, 
who had done fo much for his foul, And whilft he faw fin- 
ners perifhing for Jack of knowledge, and no one break=- 
ing to them the bread of life, he was tranfported by love 
to pity them, and, notwithitanding the felfifh relu@tance 
he fie within, to give up his name to Mill greater reproach, 
as well 2s his time and ftrength to the work of the miniftry. 

-Vor. i ba ‘What 
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“What 2 reflection fhould this afford to that lazinefs of hearé 
{fo call it by no worfe a name,) which think: forvice 
‘of GOD, after naming it in prayer before him a “ perfect 
freedom,” to be a bard furden, and which courts ealy duty 
and large fees only for an indulgence to the fiefh, and to 
hold up a fost of foolith and unmeaning refpeé in the world. 
‘During all this intenfe and perfevering. a plication to 
what was the whole defight of his heart, Gt eras exceed. 
ingly favorable to him ; for, through the fpace of fixteen 
‘years, he was only once fufpended from his labors by fick- 
nefs, though he ventured in all weathers upon the bleak 
mountains, and ufed his body with lefs confideration, than 
a merciful man would ufe bis beaft. His foul, at various 
times, enjoyed very large manifeftations of GOD's love, 
that he might pot Binte and he drank deep into his Spirit. 
His cup ran over, and at fome feafons, his faith was fo 
ftrong and hope fo abundant, that higher degrecs of fpi- 
ritual delight would have overpowered hie mortal frames 
ee are the things, which fweeten and which prompt to 
utys 
1 this manner Mr, Grinfoace employed al! his talents 
even to his laft illnefs: And his labors were not in vain in 
the Lord, He faw an effeétual change take place in many 
of his flock; a deep fenfe of evil and good, and a firiking 
xeftraint, from the commifiion of fin, brought upon the 
parith in general. He faw the name of Jefus exalted, and 
many fouls happy in the knowledge of him, and walki 
as becomes the gofpel of Cirif._ Happy he was himfelf, 
in being kept by the power of GOD, fo unblameable in 
in his converfation, that no one could prove, that he, in 
any inftance, laid heavy burdene upon others, which he 
himfelf refufed to bear. vy in being beloved, for feve~- 
ral of the laft years of bi b: bare f one in his parifh; 
who, whether they would be perk by him to forfake 
the evil of their ways, or not, had no doubr that Mr. 
Grimfhaw was their cordial friend, and in every labor of 
Jove their fervant to command. Hence, at his ure, 
a general concern was vifible through his parifh. 
is behavior, throughout his fickneis, was all of a 
plece with the lat twenty years of his life, From the very 
firft attack of his fever, he welcomed the approach of death. 
His intimate experimental know! of Cériff abolifhed all 
the relu€tance, which nature ufually feels to a diffolution; 
sand, triumphing in him, who is the refarredtien and the life, 
che departed Aprif the feventh, 1763, in the ifty-fifth year 
of his age, and in the twenty-firft of eminent ufe ri 
rs 
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the church of Ciri?. His body was interred with what is 
mote oblate ok all the pomp of folemn dirges, or of 
a royal funeral: For he was followed to the grave by a great 
aultitude, with the moft affectionate fighs and with many 
teara; and who cannot ftill hear his much-loved name, 
without weeping for the guide of their fonls, to whom each 
Of them was dear aa chil to their father. . 

‘We are indebted, for much of the preceding account, 
to a ¢ Sketch,’ drawn of it, by the excellent and faithful 
minifter of Chri, Mr. Venn.“ But it would not be juft to 
the memo: fuch a man as Mr. Grim/baw, nor to the 
Reader's ication, if we did not collect every authentic 
fragment concerning him, fo that nothing 1, if pofi~ 
Ble, might be loft. 

A manufcript account, which I have concerning him 

a fon who was much with him, mentions feveral 
partic . Which are too extraordinary and too valuable 
¢o be buried in filence, 

Like the pious Herbert, be ufaally called his Saviour by 
the name of his Mastax: And a precious Mafter he was 
tohis foul. He would frequently jay, ** My GOD, m 
rf is, my Mafter; I love, I love thee indeed, but how 

ve thee enough !” At the very mention of his name, he 
would often paufe, and then break out into fome exprefa 
admiration of his love, In performance of divine fervices, 
and efpecially at the communion, he was like a manag times 
with his feet on earth and his foul ia heaven. In prayer, 
he would indeed “¢ take bold (as he afed to exprefs him: 
of the very horns of the altar,” which he added, ** he couk 
not, he would not, let go, till GOD had given the bleffing :” 
And his fervency often was fuch, and attended with fuch 
heart-felt and melting expreffions, that fcarcea dry eye was 
to he feen in hia numerous congregation, He was of atruly 
catholic fpirit. He loved all, who loved Cérif, of all deno+ 
minations. He had too much of his love to be a bigot to 
a party, orto be a cenforious critic of thofe, who profefied 
or practifed the piety of the gofpel. There were none of 
whom he did not wih to think well; and certainly none to 
whom, if in his power, he would not do well. In his 
Sabors he was abundant indeed. Scarce ever a day paffed 
without his preaching: And, if it did, nom diem perdidit § 
he did not, like the philofophical emperor, * lofe the day.’ 
It was {pent in private or other holy duties. He rarely 
preached fewer than twenty times, near thirty times, 
Be upon one baronet above thirty ens one 3a 

hear this, ye that Jourielves minifters fe fies, 
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paftors of his flock, and teachers of the people, who feldons 
or never preach at all! The employment of his life wag int 
fermens, prayers, and praifes, His fablime foul was lifted 
‘up above the crawling ambition and filthy covetoufnefs of 
this world, He aimed to live like a king-prieft to his 
GOD, and to win for him and gain for t! ves immor- 
ral fouls. What his parifhioners brought him for ducs, 
he took without rigor or exaction. He ufed to tell thems 
&¢ 1 will not deferve your curfes, when I am dead, for what 
Ihave received for my poor labora am: ou: I want ne 
more of you, than your fouls for my GOD, and a bare 
maintenance for myfelf.” His life teftified to the trath of his 
words, What he received was not {pent in luxury of any 
kind, but, all aboye his own neceffities which were fow, 
was laid out for the good of others, None but the plaineft 
cloathing and food were his requirements for the body; 
and thee, he would frequently and bumbly fay, were 
much more than he deferved. What can fuch religious ane 
feffors think of this, who are alwaya carefully thin ing 
about adorning their perfons, and Spending their time 
property in the pomps and vanities of a world, which they 
affe@ to renounce? If an bumble fimplicity in all things 
can become any men; farely it muft the men, who talk of 
following the meek and low! YT ehese This Enplicie was 
evident in Mr. Grim/baw. (e alfo abhorred waft fey 
even of a morfel of bread, and ftriétly obferved all the fru- 
gatity, for which the primitive chriftians are mentioned 
with honor. ‘ How, fays he, can thofe perfons anfwer 
before GOD for the food, which they deny to poor chrif- 
tiams, and throw away upon dogs?” It was his coftom to 
every 





ge from houte to houfe, warning and exhorti man, 
foncerning the falvation of ‘Yefus When he beard of any 
families, who wilfully abfented themfelves from the church, 
he would give notice of preaching at or before their houfes, 
and, in his difcourfe, would tell them; ‘« If you will not 
come to church to hear me, you /bai/ bear me at home; 
and, if yon do perifh, you fhall perifh with the found of 
the gofpel in your ears.” To fome, who were fick and 
then fent for him, but who refufed to hear him in their 
health, he ufed to fay; ‘* Now the hand of GOD is ppen 
you, and you think the devil is ready to take you, and hell 
Open to receive you; now it is,—Send for Grim/baw :” 
And he converfed with them, in the true fpirit of love 
and faithfalnefs to their fouls, infomuch that thefe occa~ 
fons have often proved the happy converfion of many. He 
hhad great comfbrt in the feals to his miniftry, One years 
whea, 
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when he had buried eighteen perfons, he faid, that ‘* he had 

reafon to believe, that fixteen of them were entered 
into the kingdom of GOD.” He ufed means to make his, 
parifhioners conftant in their attendance at church; and 
when the law of GOD and his own love to them did not 
Prevail for that end, he would readily make ufe of the law 
‘of man. ‘Thofe, who flept in the time of divine fervice, he 
would rebuke before the whole congregation, 

‘There are fome exemplary circumfances in his private 
life, which ought to be recorded, and which fhew that he 
was yniform and confiftent; not a mere outfide profeffor, 
held in admiration by others, but achriftian at bome, in his 
elofet, and in his beart. 

is ufaal hour of rifing was about five; and the melody 
of his beart rofe with him. His firft grarolation was con~ 
ftantly thar excellent dorology, compofed by Dr. Watts: 
Praife GOD, from w! all blefiings fow; 
Praife Him, all creatures here below; 
Praife Him, above, ye heav’nly Hoft; 
Praife Farner, Sow, and Hory Guosrt! 

He would then join in prayer with his family, thofe who 
wifited, and thofe who would come to it. But previoufly 
he read the pfaims and leffons appointed fortheday. After 
this morning facrifice, he would take an affectionate leave 
of them, like one who might fee them no more, ufing this 
kind benedi@ion; ‘¢ May GOD blefs you, in your louls, 
and in your bodies, and in all you put your hands to do'this 
day! Whether you live, ordic, may the Lord grant, that 

ou may live to him, and for him, and with him, for ever !* 
This cuftom he obferved at night, before he took leave of 
them for reft, which was commonly about eleven o'clock. 

‘His charity knew no bound but his circumftances. As 
his grace and faithfulnefe rendered him, through the divine 
blefling, ufeful to ali; fo his benevolent liberality particus 
Jarly endeared himtothepoor. He frequently ufed to fay 
«# IE 1 thould dic to day, I have not a penny to leave behind 
me.” Indeed, he was his own executor; not leaving a fum 
of lucre, only becaufe he could not take it with him; and yet 
he did not quit the world in debt, as his friends imagined 
he would from his readinefs to give. He had prudence as 
well as grace, a juftice as well as generofity of foul. His 
accounts indeed were eafily k or he lived from aay to 
day upon his Master; but e is a reckoning made of 
them, though not by bimfelf, which fhall never be blotted 
out or forgotten. 
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‘The animofity or differences of men afforded his tender 
and affeCtionate fpirit nothing bot pain. No labor was too 
or too Jong, if their reconciliation might be his own 
feward. When he has met with fome uncommon dogrecs 
of perverfenefs or obduracy, he has been known to fall upon 
jhis knees in tears before them, befeeching them in the 
bowels of Cériff to love one another, and offsriny g them to 
tread upon his neck, if they would but be at peace among 
themfelves. He had drank into the love of GOD; 
and this induced, as it ever will induce, the moft difin- 
terefted love towards men, and efpecially towards them that 
ers bis. 

The failings of profeffors were too often a caufe of the 

forrew tohis mind, He was unipeakably fearfal 
at alltimes, left the glory of his MasTxx, the intereft of 
the gotrel, and the welfare of fouls, fhould be hindered or 
abufed. ‘There are many things of this kind mentioned of 
him, which might appear too much like empty encomium 
to recite, becaufe the world, and the profefling world too, 
know but few examples of any? who walk fo clofely with 
Cbrif, and of courte fo humbly with their GOD, ‘as did 
this bleffed man Mr. Grim/baw. "What would be fattery 
to anys is {carce the truth to him. 

His humility, indeed, was confpicuoue among all his 
ices to thofe who knew him. Few mortal men ever 
ught or fpake more meanly of themfelves, or could cn- 

dure lefs to be {poken well of. In this refpeét, he moft 
entirely refembled the méek and excellent Leighton. He 
foemed to have the apoftie’s precept always before him; in 
honor preferring one another. 

He made no diftinétion of denomination the meafare of 
his love towards chriftians: The love of Cériff to them 
guided his love moft clofely too. He ufed to fay; * I love 
chriftians, true chriftians, of all parties: I do love them; 
1 will love them; and none fhall make me do otherwife.” 

‘He was twice married; and was happy in relation to his 
wives, as fallow-heirs of the grace of life, joint partakera 
OF the Lingdom ef GOD. se ee eee 

‘Though be was, in the latter part of his life, much 
affied in body, yet he bore all with the patience of faith 
and the endurance of hope. He faid; «| expedt my flay 
upon earth to be fhort; and I muft endeavor to make the 
moft of a fhort * life, and {fo to devote myfelf to pag rt 
pot te go fearfully cresping towards heaven at Iaft.” A’ 
Bis time was time redecned. Ele counted the value of his 
hours, and mourned if any appeared to be loft. 1 
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Te was always matter of grief to him either to fee or bear 
Of perfone, walking xmworthy of their bigh vocation. Evan~ 
gelic principles and Antinomian practices were a coalition, 
which he could not endure. He hungered and thirfted after 
righteoufnels himfelf; and would fay, ** That holinefs was 
a precious gift and a precious privilege.” What GOD 
hal done for us by Cah, what GOD doeth in us by the 
Holy Spirit, and what GOD will do to us in all his Perfons 
bereafter, ought never to be feparated from the chriftian’s 
faith, hope, and practice, throughout his life. This was 
Mr. Grimfiaw's religion, or rather the religion of ofue 
in him. 

A life, chus fpent in commanion with GOD, it may be 
expected, would be bleffed by him in its end. And it was 
fo, For him te live was Chriff, and to die was gain. 

Thefe lait words, from Phil. i. 21. were taken as the 
text of a fermon, preached upon the occafion of his death 
at St. Dunflan's inthe We, jondex, by the reverend Nir. 
Romaine, on the 17th of April, 1783 ten days after his 
deceafe. Some notes, concerning Mr. Grim/haw, taken 
down at the time, may not be unacceptable to the Reader. 

« Mr. Grim/bew (fays the excellent preacher) was tha 
meoft laborious and indefatigable minifter of Cérif, that 
ever J knew, and | believe one of the moft fo, that ever 
was in England, fince the firft preaching of the gofpel. 
¥or the good of fouls, he all hopes of affluent tor~ 
tune, and for the love of Cérift chearfully underwent diffi- 
culties, dangers, and tribulations. He preachrd Chriff, 
and Gbrif alone: And GOD gave him very numerous feals 
to his miniftry. Himfelf has told me, that not fewer than 
twelve hundred were in communion with him; moft of 
whom, in the jadgement of charity, he cou!d not bur believe 
to be one with oe: He has often preached five times in. 
aday, and rarely lefs than three or four; and to do this 
‘would travel likewife forty or fifty miles. And when fome 
of his friends, in tendernefs to his health, would prets him 
to fpare himfelf fometimes, he would aniwer; “ Let me 
labar now; I fhall have reft enough byeand bye. I cannot 
do enough for Crit, who has done { much for me.” "He 
was the moft humble walker with Cbrif 1 ever met with; 
infomuch that he could never endure to hear any commen- 
dations made to him upon his ufefuinefs, or any thing which 
belonged to him. He caught the diforder, a malignant 
fevet, of which he died, in vifiting his flock, among whom 
it raged; and nothing could diffuade him from this dan- 
gerous attendgnce, when he thought his duty demanded 
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or fome needy fouls required it.’—His laft words weres 
«* Herne Gozs AN UNPROFITARLE SERVANT !” 

It is with great pleafure and itude I acknowledge the 
kindnefs of my ever-valued refpeéted friend and rector 
upon many occafions, and, them, for the comma~ 
nication of a letter, written to him from Mr. Grimshaw, 
not many months before his death, and containing an ac- 
count OF his faith and hopes, which had heen often foli- 
cited by and often promifed to him. There needs no 
apology for prefenting this excellent Declaration or Creed 
tothe Reader; and, accordingly, I fhall not offer to trou~ 
ble him with any. 

‘The Reverend Mr. Grim/bawto the Reverend Mr. Romaine, 
“© Haworth, December 8, 1762. 
«¢ Reverend and dear Sir, 

“© Yefterday I received your kind letter, and muft affore 
you, I reap as much beneét and comfort, and, I dare fay, 
much more from Jour letters, than you can do from mine, 
Your account of books fent in the box, is right, as to 
thofe hound and ftitched : But the number of Mr. Fones’s 
Funeral Sermon is only an hundred, though you fay they 
‘were an hundred and twenty-five: Such a miftake may be 
coils eee oe left twenty-five with me: So that’in 
all Ihave one hundred and twenty-five, but no morg.—— 
Pl fend you money for them, the firft opportunity, 

«« As to my Creep, fo long promifed, fo Jong 
for, and fo often called for, fuch as jt is, I here fer 
at Intt. 

“© 1, Ipcrizve, that GOD made man, like all other 
animals, created out of the earth, perfect; endued him 
with a reafonable and immortal foul, and united his foul 
to HIS SPIRIT.---Thus created, and thus related ta 
HIMSELF, He laid man under a covenant of works,--~ 
This covenant he was competent of keeping, not by vir- 
tue of his created abilities, as the old, particularly the Pu~ 
nitan, divines feign, (for I think there is no clear proof 
fiom the fcrigtures for it) but by the power of the HOLY 
SPIRIT, to WHOM he was united,---And 

s¢ JI. 1] srpigve fo long as his foul kept an to tho 
ditates of the SPIRIT, excited HIS power, and in fo do- 
ing, fulfilled his condition of the faid covenant, and kept 
his natural appetites within bounds; fo long be continued 
innocent and happy in Paradife,—But 

«s TIT, I sxx1gve, that the moment he was prevailed 
npon by the ferpent, at fecond hand (viz. by means of his 
wife) to cut of the forbidden fruit, he died, (that is he 
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was divefied of his relation to GOD)—he that inftant loft 
his life, light, power, innocence and happinefey—He be- 
came a mere Ichabed ~~-a dead, dark, helplefs, guilty, mife~ 
fable mortal. 

** IV. I uxzigvz, that the way that the old ferpent 
went to effect man’s fall, waa the very fame, that be ufes 
at this day.—Firft he affailed the animal part, and then the 
rational part, if I may fo fpeak, of the man.—Any other 
‘way would not anfwer.—The foul was too near the SPI- 
RIT, to operate, or attack that firft.—Reafoning with 
him firft wil! not do.— Alluring the fenfes muft be the firft 
ftep.— ‘The eye Sirf was allured with the beauty, and then 
the tafte with the fweetnefs of the apple.—By this means 
Satan crept nearer the foul, diverted the eye of his mind 
from GOD, and got the defired opportunity to reafon de- 
ceitfully with him, in the manner recorded in Genefis iii, and 
gained his point. 

“ey, ELIEVEB, that ddam, by this means reduced in- 
to the abovefaid miferable condition, begot a fon in this 
fallen image, and thence all his pofterity in the fame, a 
dead, dark, helplefs, guilty and mi erable brood, 

“Vi, t BELIgVE there was in Adam, and is in every 
man, an innate principle, which I call Dasine of Harri- 
wess.—lIt may feem, that fatan in reafoning with him 
chiefly wrought upon this principle to effect his downfall, 
—And upon this principle in every child of man he chiefly 
aéts to bend them to a fenfual gratification of all flefhl: 
and earthly enjoyments.—This is, as I think, what is chief- 
Jy meant 4 natural depravity.—And 

£5 le % BELIgVE that while man is feeking happinefs 
a thoufand prepofterous ways, his mind is filled by the de- 
vil with an utter enmity againft GOD, his will and Jaw, 
and alfo with felf-fufficiency and pride, and every evil and 
diabolical temper. And by all thefe means he is inevita~ 
bly and condignly expofed to the wrath of GOD and eter- 
pal death and damnation. . 

«6 VIil. I aztieve alfo, that notwithfignding the fall 
and all its baleful effets, and though man has utterly loft all 
power thereby to obey, of perform the condition of the 
old covenant, yet the Lorn did not Jofe his right and 
power to command the fame obedience: Nor could his 
juftice and holinefs, as fuch, in the leaft degree difpenfe 
with it.—HE could in no wife, confiflently with thefe at- 
tributes, commute, or relax the condition on man’s part. 
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IX. I sezravx, nay I experience, and have done, 
ever fince I was awakened, to my great grief, and felf-ab- 
ce, that thought man has all power to obey, yet 
he fill loves the fceat of the old catk.— Que femel off imbu- 
tarecens, Sc. He is ftill, Gilly caitif, proud elf, filthy de- 
vil, for po and trv £.—And thus he became, and naturally 
ever will be, averfe to all the kind and compaffionate inten- 
tions and provifions of Divine wifdom, grace and mercy for 
his redemption and falvation. 

*¢ X, | pecigvz further, that every actual fin, fuppofe 
ever fo fmall a finful thought, will expofe the foul, yea, and 
the body too, from the judgement forward to the eter~ 
nal, intolerable wrath of GOD: And that the tranfgreffor’s 
whole life, though inwardly and outwardly, and every 
‘way, as pure and holy, as that of an arch-angel, will not, 
gannot, prevent it. 

«« XI, I pevreve further ftill that GOD would ba 
jaf, were KE to fend any infant immediately from the 
‘womb to hell : Seeing the NATURE is polluted, and the 
feeds of evilare in them:—Not only born, but conceived, in 


s¢ XII, I pecazve, that the blefied TRINITY, fore- 
feeing al! this rebellious and wretched fall of man, before 
his creation, yea, before the foundation of the world, did, 
eut of HIS ‘infinite wifdom, dnefs, compaffion and 

wer, and yet confiftently with HIS inexorable and in~ 
Bexible juftice, devife an ‘effectual way of refcuing him 
from_wrath and hell, and reftoring him‘ to favor and glo- 
ry; I call this the nEw covenant: --- This, REDEMP- 
‘tion. Inthis fcheme harmonizes every attribute of the 
Deity; 7 jaftice irfelf, that knows not to remit the leaft 
mite, is become fo placable and propitious, as to forgive the 
confeffing penitent all his fins, and to cleanfe him from all 
unrighteoufnefs. 

«XUL, I sexreve, that GOD the FATHER re- 
quired, that, in the new covenant, the old covenant fhould 
be fulfilled, the breach repaired~-His violated law made 
hono:able—thk curfe thereof removed, HIS juftice fatis- 
fed—HIS wrath appeafed, and HIS holinefs revered. And, 
this too (though noone in heaven or earth, fave HIS only 
begotten, GOD-co-equal, Son, was competent of) by the 
very nature, range to tell! that had tranfgreffed.—And 
this, glory be to GOD, was regular, lawful, right and juft. 

«* XIV. I perigve therefore that GOD, the Son, en- 
{eertte affame our nature, and place HIMSELF in our 

w-place; and became GOD-Man, or GOD manife@ 
Ct: 
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am the j.— And this I plainly fee was abfolutely needfui : 
Bence was that to te done for us, in order to 
redeem and fave us; which, as GOD, HE could; but, 
as man, HE could not: And which, as man, HE could; 
but, as GOD, HE could not, do.—For 

“ XV. I sazrizva, as GOD only, HE could no; as 
man only, he could surrxx.—As GOD-Man, HE could 
and did fulflt the Law, fo as to deferve eternal glory: As 
Man-G' , (if T may fo fpeak) E could and did fo faf~ 
fer, as that HIS fuffer! lly atoned and fatisfied divine 
jaftice for fin, and cffefrually delivered us from eternal 
‘wrath and mifery.—But, if, as man, we muft fay, HE did 
both do, and fu: 3 be it fos yet as being in union with 
GOD, the Divinity fo deified and divinely impregnated al. 
HIS obedience, both aGtive and paffive, as rendered it 
compleatly competent of the important ends abovefaid. 
This is that righeeoufue/s of GOD; fo called, becanfe GOD 
the FATHER mutt require it, andGOD the Sow oy 
could perform it, for our juftification, redemption, and 
vation. 

“¢ XVI. I axxreve, that this very rightcoufnels is fuf- 
ficient to redeem al! mankind; but it only is, and will be, 
imputed to every penitent, believing foul, and that to all in- 


tents and purpofes, as if He, as indeed He fhould have done, 
had Himfelf per; ita—Glory be to GOD for free 


Grace.---No reafon can be affigned for this; only, HE wenld 
bave mercy; BECAUSE HE would ave mercy. 2 
se xvi. I pexigve, in this righteoufnefs, every mem- 
ber of CHRIST ftands, and will ftand, compleat, irre~ 
proveable and acceptable in GOD’s fight, both ac death 
ood acgement jzsu, tax Blood and Righteoufnefa, 
re: 


XVIII. I skszzve alfo, that JESUS came to re- 
ftore to us dam's lofing, the HOLY SPIRIT.---With- 
out this, we are none of fi18-—WithourGOD, CHRIST, 
hope in the world---Dead and void of all intereft in HIS 
merits---To receive and enjoy this, is that nzw BIRTH :--- 
So expedient, that without it we cannot enter into the 
kingdom of GOD---A ftate of grace here, and a ftate of 
plory above.---By it, weare fons of GOD and heirs of that 
snberitance, w! ch CHRIST, by HIS righteoufnefe, hath 
purchafed for u: 

« XIX. I serve, this biefled SPIRIT, 
therefore, the foul is not only enlivened but enlightened to 
fec and eel her guilty, heipleds, sod milrable oar 
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through original, carnal, s€tual and fel€-godly finsing.—~ 


¢ XX. fF parrevs, that though it is faith to believe the 
golpel-report 3 for faith comes by bearing; Yet to be fully 
convinced in confcience, that we are fuch guilty, helplefs, 
wretched finnera, and ebnoxious to the Divine wrath, is 
eminently that faith, which is faid to be THE GIFT OF 
GOD. ‘By this faith we are cordially enabled to hear, 
embrace, and lay hold of, the righteouinefs of CHRIST, 
to juftification, and are con{cious thereof. 
¢ XXI. E pezreve that the HOLY SPIRIT is not 
only a vital, but an inftructive and aétive principle in as 
alfo. HIE witneffeth to our hearts, that we are GOD’s 
children, and ‘5 to ovr confcience that weare at 
with GOD. For though we may bave peace with GOD 5 
et. confcience, I am perfuaded, till informed by the SPI- 
IT, is a ftranger co it. 
s¢ XXIL. I serzeve, it is by the SPIRIT we are ena- 
Died, not to eradicate, a8 fome affirm (for that is abfurd} 
bat to frbjugate, the old man: ‘To fupprefi, not extirpate, 
the exarbitancies of oor flefhly appetites: To refit and 
@vercome the world and the devil; and to grow in > 
adually, not repentively, [i. e. faddenly, or all at ence} unto 
fhe per and ‘erernal ae he ig all | know, of ac- 
knowledge, to be Chriftian Perfection, or Sanétification. 
«* XXII. FE perisve, that all true believers, will be 
daily tempted by the flefh, as well as the world and the 
devil, even to their lives end; and that they fhall feel an 
inclination, more or lefs, to comply, yea, and do comply 
therewith.—-So that THE BasT BELIEVER, if He knows 
what He fays, and fays the truth, 1s BUT A SINMER AT 
BRST. nd 
«© XXIV. 1] pexiave that their minds are inceflantly 
fabjeé to a thoufand impertinent, unprofitable thoughts, 
even amidft their reading, meditations and prayers;—that 
all their religious exercifes are deficient ;—that all ig 
Braces, how eminent foever, are imperfect; that GOD 
fees iniquity in all their daly things and, though it be 
granted, that they love G with all their hearts, yer 
they muft continually pray with the Pfalmift, enter net inte 
judgement with thy fervant, @c.__But with ali 
« XXV. I ngisieve, that JESUS is a full, as well ay 
afree, SAVIOUR: Tie fame ycfterday, to day, avd far ever. 
HE alone is not only the believer's wifdom and righteouf 
nefs, but his fanctification and redemption: And in HIN 
is a fountain ever open for fin and oncleannefs unto he ut 
“ breatl 
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breath of his life. Here is my daily, neceffary privilege, 
my celief and my comfort. : 

<< XXVI. I sevixve, laftly, that GOD is faithful and 

Je: That all HIS’ promifes are YEA, and 
AMEN: That HE will never, never, as the apoftle’s 
words are, leave me, will never, never, never, fake 
me. But, that 1, and, all that believe, love and fear HIM, 
fall receive the end of our. fait, the falvation of our fouls. 

«6 Here is the {um and fubftance of my Carspe—ly isat 
leaft, what I prefume to call, my FORM of found Words 
—In ic, I can truly fay, I have go refpe& to men or book 
ancient or modern; but to the boly icriptures, reafon an 
experience.—According to this Ckzap, hitherto I have, 
and hope, hereafter, fo far as I apprehend, to proceed im 
all my preaching 5 debafing man, and sxalting my deer LORD 
in all HIS offices. If we materially differ? be it fo—lex’ 
brotherly love continue. ——I am fixed, being refolved not 
to have my religion, like fome dear men among us of late, 
to feck, atter more than twenty an experience and pro- 
feffion.— All that 1 know of you hitherto, is by your con- 
verfation and books, which I cordially love and approve. 

61 chink, we are both to pulidown man, and. 
when we have the proud down, to keep him down. 
For this is the main.—And never let him recover fo much 
as his knees, till with a broken heart and a contrite fpirit, 
the dear REDEEMER raife him. He ought to be con~ 
vinced, that 2 good life will no more conduce, than a 
wicked life, to his juftification,---That all, that is not 
ef faith, and confequently defere faith, is fin. Nor will E. 
allow, that it isany more by good works after grace re< 
ceived, than before, that thebeliever is{aved,---For however 
our LORD may gracioufly confider them at the iaft day—— 
Eternal life is certainly the rae GOD through eur ‘LORD 
FESUS CHRIST --CHBAST alone has purchafed for us, 
‘what grace in heart and life makes us meet for—What have 
We to boaft of ?---or what have We that, We bave not received ? 
nourelys hie Weert le hie I ate Fall oe 

ve m: eft grief and my greateft joy— real 
grief, that i have ‘dene fo Tide toe JESUSs ar pa ereatett 
Joy that JESUS hasdone fo much for me. My laff words 
‘thall be; * here goes--~4n unprofitable Servants!” 

———* Pray for me, and I'll pray for you—. 
being your, &c: 
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R. David Boftwick, if not a Scotchman born, was at 
leatt of Scotch extraction, and bred up in the Pref- 
in perfuafion, ‘The time of his birth appears to be 
Sout the year 1719. When or whore he tock upon him 
the office of a Paftor, we cannot learn; but Mr. Smits, in 
his Hiftor: ps Newtek, fays, that he was Praiioted a 
‘a {mall vi upon Long [land] to New-York, 
ya fynodical decree, ia the year 1457. The place of wore 
thip, where he officiated, flands, or rather ftood (for it has 
been much injured by the civil war in America), near the 
feite of Trinity Church in that city, This church was 
wholl: molifhed by the conflagration, occafioned by fome 
Ineendiaries among the Americans, after the flight of their 
army in Ogober, 1776. “The late Mr. Whitefield preached 
feveral times in Mr. Befwick’s meeting-houfe, while he 
mm at Neve Tork About Lotti OMe Botwitee 
is com; ¢ congregation under Mr. rick's paf= 
toral care, In this charge be continued from the ear 
above-mentioned to the rath of November in the year 
1763; when he was called from the church militant on 
earth to the church triumphant in heaven. He departed 
this life in the forty-fourth year of his age, in the midit of 
life and of ufefuluefs. But the righteous are often taken 
away from the evil. The heats, diftractions and bitrer- 
nefs, which rofe about or foon after his death, would have 
diftreffed his placid {pirit, which was by no means _calcu- 
lated to mingle in public confafions, nor, when excited, to 
appeafethem. He left a widow with ten children to tho 
jodnefs of Providence ; and his remains lie buried in the 
t ifle of the meeting-houfe, where for near feven years 

he had faithfally preached. 

In the hiftory of New-York above-mentioned, which 
‘was written before Mr. Befwick's deceafe, the Author (in 
5. 123) gives this teftimony of his character, ¢ ‘. 

jafwiek is of a mild, difpofition ; and, being a 
aman of piety, prudence and zeal, confines himfelf entirely 
to the proper bufinefs of his funtion, In the art of 
preaching, he is one of the moft diftingnithed Sanne in 
thefe parts, His difcourfes are methodical, found and pa- 
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thetic ; in fentiment, and in point of di@ion, fingulart: 
Srmmernal: He b delivers Dental without notes, and pied 
with great ea! juency of expreffion ; and performs 
every part of divine worfhip with a ftriking folemnity.” 

“The religions world has been bleffed with but two pub- 
Yications, compofed by this excellent Man. The one is a 
Sermon, reached by im at Philadelphia, before 2 fynodi- 
cal meeting, on the 25th of Afay, 1758, and publi: at 
their requeft. The title of it is, Ser difclaimed, aud 
Crist excited: And it has fince been reprinted by Afe- 
shows in the Strand, London, inthe year 1776. The Exg- 
ifm Editor, in an advertifement prefixed, fays, ¢ That it 
was fo cordially received the audience (which is ver: 
feldom the cafe with heart- jing difcourfes like chi 
that, at their earneft defire, it was fent to the prefs; 
the late Mr. Gilbert Tennent gave it his warm recommen- 
dation.’ And very jufly. {ft is a fermon for Miwze~ 
‘rERs, and enters more deeply into the fubtle workings and 
bafe motives of the human heart, than any fermon of the 
kind we have ever feen. It is written with great plain- 
nefs, but not with a ‘* flovenly” plainnefs: On the con- 
trary, it isa perfpicuous, methodical, and affectionate dif- 
courfe, and juft {uch as esery Enesro minifter would with 
to fpeak to his own foul. are indeed no afficted 
tams, no ftudied phrafeology ; but there is, what is infi- 
nitely better to a {piritual mind, a deep acquaintance with 
the things of GOD, and an hearty zeal for the glory of 
Fefus Chriff and the good of fouls. It is not carefully or= 
namental, yet fafficiently correét ; not tricked off with the 
wifdom of the flefh, yet clear and convincing in the de- 
monftration of the Spirit. Every man, who ventures to 
Speak for GOD, would do himfelf a favor to have this ve- 
ry excellent fermon in his clofet ; as, we might be bold to 
fay, he ought to hold his if he has not the princi- 
ples of it engraven upon . 

The other Tra& is entitled, * A fair and rational Vin- 
dication of the Right of Infants to the Ordinance of Bap-~ 
tifm, being the fubftance of feveral difcourfes from 44s ii. 
39.” This, though a pofthumons piece, is an able perfor- 
mance; and perhapsone of the ableft, in a finall compas, 
on that fide of thequeftion. We are told by the American 
Editor, ¢ That the Author compofed it for the pulpit, and 
delivered it in fundry fermons, but a few wecks before his 
deceafe ; which being found to havea very happy effe@, in. 
the confirmation and eftablifhment of fome wavering minds 
among his own people, he was urged to tranferibe his nates 
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for the prefs; but foon after he had begun this work, be 
‘was (as to the particular time of it) sremmecedly calles to 
his fuperior ftation in GOD's gemple above. et, by a 
kind providence, a few days before his lait itnefs, a young 
minifter, who had a to improve himfelf by Mr. Bgf- 
wick’s notes, which were written in a kind of fhort-hand of 
his own invention, applied to him; and, at his requeft, 
Mr. Bofwick {pent feveral hours in teaching him to under— 
and them; and, by bis means, the copy was recovered 
from oblivion.’ 

His charaGter yet lives in New-York, though perhaps 
few men con: themfelves more within their circle of 
duty, or felt more humility, or fhewed more freedom from 
all oltentation. He not euly (preached the © golpel, bur 
lived over what he preached, refpe@ted by good men of all 
denominations. ‘is converfation, led by the Spirit of his 
meck and lowly Mafter, breathed nothing but peace and 
geutlenefs to all men. He was forely grieved, when fome 
‘of his flock became, not fervent chriftians, but furious po~ 
liticians. Mr. Bofwick's heavenly temper and quict de- 

rtment did not perfectly pleafe thefe religio-political pro- 

fors ; for he knew, that his Saviour’s kingdom was not 9) 

shir world, and that it was no of a chriftian minifter’s 
duty to entangle himfelf with it. He abhorred, 
eught, the too frequent mixture of divinity and politics, 
and much more the abominable turpitude of making the 
former fubfervient to the latter, Thus he lived, and thus 
he died, an example worthy of imitation, but unhappily 
not followed, even by thofe, for whom his affections and 
concern were more immediately engaged ! 

‘Weare obliged for the further account of this great and 
good man, which we fhall fubjoin, to the Editor of his 
*¢ Traé& on Baptifm.” 

- © Asaman, he was fomething above the middle ftature, 
comely, and well-fet, his afpeét grave and venerable; form~ 
edby nature, with a clear landing, quick 
fion, prompt elocution and folid judgement ; his 
tion ftrong and lively, and his memory very tenacious, Of 
all.thefe, he gave the moft convincing proofs, bath in pub- 
lic and private life. He dire&ted the courfe of ‘his ftudies, 


in a clofe and intimate ft iency to the great bufinefs of 
his profefion. “The apoftl’s direction, Give thy/elf wholly 
0 thefe things, might have been 4ir motto. In divinity his 
great firength lay. He had an admirable difcernment of 
sruth and error in their caufes, conneétions, and confe- 


quences; and believed and taught the pure doétrines of 
: chrintianity, 
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ehriftianity, as contained in the holy ftriptures, and as de- 
tlared in the public confedons ef the reformed churches, 
iu their origins! and genuine meaning. He beheld his 
Bisus with reverence, asthe charter of life eternal. 
One of the reformed eharches diftingnith bythe title, 
Ecee paradifies nofter! © Behold our i kuew it 
to bea revelation from GOD, and the moft wonderful 
book in the world. He faw its external and internal evi+ 
dence, not galy by nature's light, aided by human learning; 
but alfo by fpecial illumination from above. He cont 

it not only as 2 fyftem of divine knowledge, but as reveal~ 
ing a pra@tical and experimental difcipline; and felt its 
‘ital onetgy, and had its truth fealed on his heart, with that. 
kind of evidence, which would doubtlefs have ftood the fire 
‘tapon the fc trial. 

‘ He had thofe gifts, which rendered bim a very popular 
preacher. With a ftrong commanding voice, his pronun- 
ciation was clear, diftinét, and deliberate; his fpeech and 
gedture decent and natural, without any a@otarion; his lan- 
page elegawt and pure, but with fudied plainnefs, never 

low the dignity of the pulpit, nor above the capacity of 
the meane& of bis auditory. The Srengeh of his me~ 
mory, and the flow of his elocution, enabled him to preach 
witout notes, | wat Sidom.cr never sxwempore: ue furaithied 

lamps © famftuary beaten vil; the matter ant 
smetbod of fs fermons were well fludied, 

« In creating divine fabjeéts, he manifekked an habitual 
reverence for the Majefty of heaven, a decp fenfe of the 
‘worth of fouls, an inximate knowledge of the human hearty 
and its various workings in its two-tekd ftate of naiwrs and 
grace. He dealt faithtolly with his hearers, declaring to 
ther the whole caunfel of GOL }, thewing thom a das 
and rei ~—He always fpake from a finfe o' 
truthe he ddivered> and Jeclered thote thing? Lobseb be best 
Sion and which be bad beard, and bis bands bad bandied of the 
word of life; and delivered nothing to his auditory, but 
with a folemnity that difcovered its importance. 

* His mind hada poeticturn. His ftyle was copious and 
florid. He fometimea feared, when hia fubje€t would ad- 
mit of it, with an elevated wing; and his imagination ena- 
bled him to paint the fcene, whatever it was, in very 
ftrong an ycolors. Few men could defcribe the hide- 
ous ity af fin, the mifery of man’s apoftafy from 
GOD, the wonders of redeeming love, the Raine pares 


of divine in fire: lines and more rains 
rine grace, ngar lines an 
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+ © In the condnét of life, he was remarkably gentle tewartly 
ail men, vaitly prudent and cautious, and always behaved 
with the mecknefs of wi, Has preached not Bemfil 5, bus 
Chrift Tees bis Lord. this view, his eye was ic, and 
he regarded no other obje®. He knew in whofe place he 
fipod, and feared no mam. Hie dared to flash the terrors of 
the law in the face of the ftoutefi tran{y r, with the 
fame freedom as he difplayed the amiable beauties and glo-~ 
shes of. the fpel for the comfort and refrefhment of the 

nitent fe 
re Aske highly honored his divine Matter, he was highly 
favored by him, of which take one inftance. 

¢In a former illnefs, from which it was th it he could 
not recover, which fome months re he died, 
he was greatly dift: by a deep concern for his widow 
and his great family, on the event of hisdeath. But GOD 
‘was pleafed, in a time of great extremity, to grant him a 
glorions and aftonifhing view of his power, wifdom, and 

fs, and the riches of his grace, with 2 particular 

appropriation to dim/eif and bi1,.—Such az difpelled ever 

ir, and at that time rendered him impatient (or averfe; 
to live; but at length, on his recor , which commenc: 
immediately on the removal of this diftrefs, his mind fettled 
into a divine calm: He feemed equally willing to live or 
die, as GOD pleafed. In this temper be continued to bis 
laf moment, when ‘idly he refigned his fon! and ali his 
mortal interefts, info the hands ef #13 Saviour and urs 
GOD! Such imtercourfe fometimes pafies between the 
Father of Spirits and the human fpirit; aad fach honor 
have they that fear GOD? 
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CARCE any man fince the apoftolic age, has more ful- 

ay met with at leaft the treatment of the apoftles, men- 
tioned by Se, Paui, than the fubject of the prefent Memoir : 
For the exercife of their miniftry, was indeed, by boner ond 
difbonor, by evil report and geod report; as deceivers, and yet 
true; as unknown, and yet well knewn ; as dying, and beheld, 
we ve; as chaflened, and not Killed; as forrowfuty yet al- 
by rejsicing 5, as baving nothing, and yet pe thing te 
2 Cor, vi. 8, fc, They, who can juftly ve this gare 
My 
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dox, may be able to underftand at the fame time the real 
charagter and condu& of the late Mr. Wiitefield. 

‘Yhis pious and extraordinary Minifter waa born at Glex+ 
sofa, Dee. 16, 1714. His father, whe was bred to the 
wine-trade at Briffel, removed from thence to Glonceffery 
and kept an inn, “He had Gx fons and one daughter. OF 
the fons George was the youngeft, who was only two years 
old when his father died; and he was brought up with 
great tendernefs by his mother. 

The world is indebted for a well-drawn life of this ex- 
cellent Man to the reverend Dr. Gillies of Scotland. We 
cannot enter into all the particulars fo minutely or exaél 
as that candid and valuable Biographer ; and yet we with 
to give as much of fo important and remarkable a life, as 
can confift with 4 plan of fo much generality as that of 
our volumes. We fhall be excufed rhen if we extract or 
abridge thofe parts of that excellent performance, which 
comport the moft with our defign, or which may moft edi- 
fy and inform our pious Readers. 

It appears, that Mr. /Vbitefield was very early under fe~ 
tious impreffions ; but he acknowledged with compunétion, 
what every body muft fecl whether they acknowledge it or 
not, that the bent of our carnal nature ia turned dire@ly 
from GOD, and inclined only to nothing but evil. 

‘When he was between twelve and fifteen, he had made 

in. clifficat learning 3 and, we are told, thar 
is eloquence began to appear in {ome pucrila 
compofitions written for the amufement of his tchool-tcl- 
jJows. But his rifing genius was deprived of the ufual 
means of improvement, through the decreaft of his mo- 
ther's trade; and he was obliged to afift her in carrying 
on the bufinefs of the inn. tarn of mind, however, 
though depreffed could not be extinguifhed; and in this 
very unfavourable fituation, we are told, that he compofed 
feveral fermons, and that the impreffions of religion were 
very ftrong upon him. When he was about feventeen, he 
received the facrament, and employed as much of bis time 
as he could in prayer and reading, in fatting and medita- 
tion, and in all thofe devout exercifes, which are the food 
and the delight at once of every religious mind. 

About eighteen, he entered at Pembroke-College in Ox~ 
ford, and foon became acquainted with fome ferious young 
men, who, from certain rules and methods of life whic! 
they prefcribed themfelves, received in ridicule the name 
of methodifts—an appellation, once honorably beftowed 
upon fome antient phyficians who acted alfo in their way 
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upon a methcdical plan of procuring and cfablithing 
health. ‘Thcfe ferious young men had no apprehenfion, 
however, of creting a new fe ander this or any other 
name; but, according to the praétice of fome of the firit 
reformers in the church of England, they meant only to 
revive fuch ufages of private devotion, as the indifference 
of the times to all religion, and the growing licentiouf= 
nefs among churchmen efpecially, had rendered not only 
nhrolcte, but (with concern it muft be fpoken) prodigious, 
ridiculous, or extravagant. He knows but little of the 
perfons who brought in and fupported the Reformation, 
who does not know, that no flriinefs of life nor rules of 
dcvotion cxercifed by thefe young men, could be more me~ 
thedical ard precife than thote of the perfons who either 
planted our Fuglifb church, fuppotted it againft Popery, 
or watered it with their blood. “Chefe youths appeared in- 
decd ina very unfavorable time; for, at that time, ferious 
and pradlicu! chriflianity in England was in a very low 
i criptaral, experimental religion, (which in the 

'y ufed to be the fubject of the fermons and writ- 
ings of the clergy) was become quite unfathionable ; andthe 
only thing intited on was a defence of the out-works of 
chritianity aguinfl the objeGions of infidels. What was 
the confequence ? "Uhe writings of infidels multiplied every 
day, and infidelity made a rapid progrefs among perfons of 
every rank, not becaufe they we1e reafoned imto it by the 
torce of argument, but becaufe they were kept ftrangers 
to C22 and the power of the gofpel. We have a moft 
ativeting defeription of this, by buhop Butler, whom none 
will (ulpedl of exaggerating the fa: * Lt in come, I know 
1 ot how, to be taken for granted, by many perfons, that 
chriftuunity is not fo much as a fabjea of inquiry; bor 
that it ig, ‘now at length, difcovered to be fétitious; and 
accordingly they treat it, as if, in the prefent age, this were 
an aerced point among all people of difcernment; and no- 
thing 1emained but to fet it up as a principal fubject of 
mirth and ridicule; as it were by way of reprifals, forits 
having fo long interrupted the pleafures of the world.” 
Such was the flate of religion in England. 

Mr. Whitefield foon fall an with the pious views and 
manners of thefe young men, among whom were the bro- 
thers Mefits. Foln and Charles (fay, and whom, from 
this early intercourfe of heart, he continued to regard all 
his life, notwithfanding their future diiferences in opinion 
from himfelf, and departure in principle from the doctrines 
of the church of Znzimd. He even carried his method of 
life to fuch feverity of abitinence, as to endanger his 

health ; 

















422 wHITEFIELD 


‘The week following, he returned to Oxfard, and took 
his bachelor’s degree. And here he found full employment 
in taking care of the prifoners and the poor. But it was 
not long before he was invited to London, to ferve the cure 
of afriend going into the country. He continued there 
two months, lodging in the tower, reading prayers in the 
chapel twice a week, catechizing and preaching once, be- 
— daily Alloa ond foldiers in the barracks and the in« 
irmary. He alfo prayers every evening at Wappin; 
Chopel. and preached at Fae -Prifon yi Dien, 
‘While he was here, letters came from the Metts. Hefigs 
and Zagham in Georgia, which made him long to go and help 
them, But not feeing his call clear, at the appointed time 
he returned to his little charge at Oxford; where feveral 
youths met daily at his room, to build up each other in 
their moft holy faith. But he was quickly called from 
hence again, to fupply the cure of Dummer in Hamp/hire. 
Here he read prayers twice a day, eatly in the morning, 
and in the evening, after the people came from work. le 
alfo daily catechized the children, and vifited from houfe 
to houfe. He now divided the day into three parts, allot 
Ung eight hours for fleep and meals, eight for ftudy and 
retirement, and eight for reading pra ers, catechizing, and 
vifiting the people. Yer his mind ftill ran on going abroad. 
And being now fully convinced he was called of GOD 
thereto, he fet all things in order, and, in January 17375 
went down to take leave of his friends in Gloucefler. It was 
in this journey that GO]) began to bleis his miniftry in 
an uncommon manner, Wherever he preached, amazing 
multitudes of hearers flocked together, in Glewce/ler, in 
Stone-houfe, in Bath, in Brifial; to that the heat of the 
churches waa fcarce fupportable. And the impreffions 
made on the minds of many were no lefs extraordinary. 
After his return to London, wlule he was detained by Ge- 
neral Oghthorpe, from week to week, and from month to 
month, it pleafed GOD to blefs his word fill more. And 
he was indefatigable in his labor: Generally on Sunday he 
ereiched four times, to exceeding large auditories; belides 
se, ting prayers twice or thrice, and walking to and fro ten 
or twelve miles. 

As hu popularity increafed, oppofition increafed propor- 
tionably. Some of the clergy became angry; twa of them 
tent for hin, and told him, they would not let him preach 
in ‘heir pulpits any more, unlefs he renounced that part of 
the pref ce of his fermon on ration, (lately publifhed) 
wher-.o"s: 2d ‘ that his brethren would entertain their 
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* auditories oftener with difcourfes upon the new-birth."* 
Probably fome of them were irritated the more, by his free 
converfation with many of the ferious diflentera, who in- 
vited him to their houfes, and repeatedly told him, ¢ That 
if the doétrines of the new-birth, and juftification by 
faith, were preached powerfully in the churches, there 
would be few diffenters in ‘England? Nor was he with 
‘out oppofition even from fome of his friends. But under 
thefe difcouragements, he had at comfort in meeting 
every evening with a band of religious intimates, to fpend an 
hour in prayer, for the advancement of the gofpel, and 
for all their acquaintance, fo far as they knew their cir 
cumftances. In this he had uncommon farisfaction; Once 
he fpent a whole night with them in prayer and praife; and 
fometimes at midnight, after he had been quite wearied with 
the Jabors of the day, he found his ftrength renewed in this 
excercife, which made him compofe his fermon xpon In- 
tercefion, The nearer the time of his embarkation ap- 
proached, the more affectionate and eager the people grew. 
‘Thoufands and thoufands of prayers were put up tor him. 
They would run and {top him in the alleys of the churches, 
and follow him with wilful tooks. But above all, it was 
hardeit for him to part with his weeping friends at St. Dua 
Alan's, where he helped to adminifter the facrament to then 
‘after {pending the night before in prayer: ‘I'his parting was 
to him cimol. infupportable. 

On December the 28th, he left London. It was on the 
agth that he firit preached without notes. December the 
oth he went on board; bat it was above 4 month before 
they cleared the land. One happy effvét of their very 
Slow paffage, he mentions in 4pri/ tullowing: “ 1icffed be 
GOD, we now live very comfortably in the great cab~ 
bin. ‘We talk of little elfe but GOS) and Gérift: And 
fcarce a word is heard among us when together, but 
what has reference to onr fall in the firft, and our new 
birth in the fecond Adam.” It feems likewife to have 
been a peculiar providence, that he fhould spend a little 
time at Gibraltar; where both citizens and foldiers, high 
and low, young and old, acknowledged the day of their 
vifitation, He arrived at the parfonage-houte at Savannab, 
May 7; 3738, about four months after his fir t ensbarkation 
at Deptford, Upon this voyage (many years after) he made 
the following refieétion: «+ A J and, Tf truit, not alto- 
gether unprofitable vo: » What fhali I render to the 

ord for ail his mercies? Befides being firehgthened ro go 
through my public work, 1 was enabled to write leteera, 
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gnd compof:: fermons, a though I had been on and. Even 
at this diftance of time, the remembrance of the happy 
hours 1 enjoyed in religious exercifes on the deck, is re~ 
frefhing to my foul. And though natare fometimes re- 
Jented at being taken from my friends, and litle unufaal 
inconveniences of a fea-lifes > a confcioufhefs ehat I 
had in view the glory of GOD, and the good of fouls, 
from time to time afforded me unfpeakable {atisfaction.” 
From Sunday, May 7, 1738, till the latter end of 4ugu/? 
following, be made full proof of his miniftry in Geergias 
particularly at Savannah: He read prayers and expounded 
twice a day, and vifited the fick daily. On Sunday he ex- 
pounded at five in the moming; at ten read prayers and 
preached, and at three in the afternoon: And at feven in 
the evening expounded the church-catechifm. How much 
eafier is it for our brethren in the miniftry, either in En- 
gland, Scotlard, ot Ireland, to find fault with fuch a la~ 
borcr in our Lord's vineyard, than to tread in his flcps? It 
was now that he obferved the deplorable condition of mam: 
children bere; and now the firft thought entered his mini 
of founding an Orphan-Houfe; for which he determined to 
ruife contributions in England, if GOD fhould give him 
a fafe return thither. In December following after a peri- 
Yous paffage by Jreland he did rctarn to London: And ot 
Sunday, aver? the 14th, 1739, he was ordained prieft 
by hus friend bithop Bcxfonx at Chrift-Church, Oxford. ‘The 
ncxt day he came to Lendon again; and on Sunday the 21k 
preached twice, But though the churches were large, and 
crouced, exceedingly, yet many hundreds ftood in_the 
church-Jards, and Nondreds more returned home. This 
put him upon the firft thought of preaching in the open 
it. But when he mentioned it to fome of his friends, 
they judged it to be meie madnefs. So he did not carry it 
into execution, till after he bid left London. It was on 
Wednefiz), February 11, that finding all the church doors 
to be fhut again him in Pipe’ (befide that no church 
was able to contain one half ‘oF the congregation) at three 
in the afternoon he went to Kingfwe:d, and ‘preached 
abroad, to near (wo thoufand people. The colliers, he 
had heard, were very rude, and very numerous; fo uncul- 
tivated, that no body cared to go among them; neither had 
they any place of worship; and often, when provoked, 
they were a terror to the whole city of Bifol He there+ 
fore looked upon the civilizing of thefe people, and much 
more, the bringing of them to the profeffion and practice 
of chriflianity, as 3 matter of great impostance. * T 
$© thought 
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thought (fays he) it might be doing the fervice of my 
Creator, who had'a mountain for his pulpit, and the hea- 
vens for his founding board; and who, when his gofpel was 
refufed by the Jews, fent his fersants into the highways 
and hedges.” After much prayer, and many froggles with 
himfelf, he one day went to Hannum Mount, and, flanding 
upon a hill, began to preach to ahout a hundied colliers, 
upon Afatth. v. t, 2,3. “Chis foon took ar. At the te- 
cond and third time the numbers greatly increafed, till the 
congregation, at a2 moderate computation, .mounted to 
near twenty thoutand, But with what glad ts and eager 
nefs, many of thefe defpifed outcaits, who hid never boen 
in a church in their lives, received the word, is above 
defcription. * Having (as he writes) no rightcoutnc!s of 
their own to rencunce, they ucie glad to har of a Fijus 
who was a friend to publicans, and c: not to cal) the 
righteous, but finners to repentance, niil diftevery 
of their being afRGed, was to fee the white gutters made 
by their teais, which plentifully fell down their black 
chechs, as they came out of their coal pits. Tlundreds and 
hundreds of them were foon brought under deep con- 
vidtions, which (as the event proved) huppily ended ina 
found and thorough converfion, The change was vitible 
to all, though numbers chofe to impute it to any thing, a> 
ther than the finger of GOD, As the fene was quite news 
and I had juit began to he an extempore picacher, it often 
occafioned many inward confiéts. Somenmes, when 
twenty thoufand people were heforc me, Thad not, in ny 
own apprehienfon, a word to fay, cither to GOD or thin. 
But Iwas never totally deferted. and fiequcntly (for to 
deny it would be lying agawft GOD) f . fila, that E 
knew by happy experince, what oor La aut hy fiy- 
ing, cut of his belly fail flow vivers of lrving The 
open firmament above me, the proipcét of the adjacent 
fields, with the fight of thoufands and thoufands, fome ia 
coaches, fome onhorfebach, and fome im the trees, 
times all affeQed and drencly d in teats together, to which 
fomctimes was added the folemnity of the approaching ev: n- 
ing, was ulmoft too mach for. and quite overcuune me.” 
‘efides the colliere, and thoufands from neighbouring 
villages, perfons of all ranks flocked daily out of Hriffo?. 
And he was foon invited to preach, by fome of the better 
Jort, ina large bowling-grecn in the city itfelf. Many in- 
deed fneered, to fee a ftriplng, with a gown, mount a 
table, upon whet they called unconfecrated ground. And. 
for once, or twice, it excited the contempt and teas bree 
of 
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of the higher rank, who formerly were his admirers, when 
he preac! in the charches. i GOD enabled him to 
fiand the laugh, and to preach the gofpel of Chrif with 
earneftnefe. nd conftancy; and was pleafed to attend it with 
his ble@ing. From all quarters, people tlocked, under great 
concern about their fouls. On Friday he preached there to 
four or five thoufand; and on Sunday to (it was fappofed) 
ten thoufand. The number continually increafed all the 
time he ftayed at Brijfol. And a flame of holy love was 
kindled, which will not eafily be put out. The fame was 
afterwards kindled in various parts of Wales, of Gloucefter- 
Sire, and Worcefterfoire. Indeed wherever he went, GOD 
‘abundantly confirmed the word of his meffenger. 
On Sunday, April 29, he preached the firft time in Afeor- 
fields, andon Kennington-Common. Opportunities of preach- 
‘ing in a more regular way being now denied him, and bis 
reaching in the fields being attended with a remarkable 
Eieaing, ¢ judged it his duty to go on in this praétice, and 
ventured the following Sunday into Moorfields. Public no- 
tice having been given, and the thing being new and fin- 
gular, upon coming ont of the coach, he found an incre 
ible number of people affembled. Many had told him, 
that be fhould never come again out of thar place alive. 
went in, however, between two of his friends, who 
by the preffare of the crowd, were foon parted entirely 
irom him, and were obliged to leave him to the mercy of 
the rabble. But thefe, inftead of hurting him, formed a 
lane for him, and cariied him along to the middle of the 
fields, (where a table had been placed, which was broken 
in pieces by the crowd) and afterwards back again to the 
wall that then parted the upper and lower Afoor fields; from 
whence he preached without moleftation, to an exceeding 
great multitude in the lower fields. Finding fach encou- 
ement, he went that fame evening to Kennington-Common, 
a open place,-near three miles diftant from London, 
where he preached to a vaft multitude, who were all atten- 
tion, and behaved with as much regularity and quietnefs, 
as if they had been in a church. ing ain detained in 
England trom month to month, he m: fe fittle excurfions 
into feveral counties, and received the contributions of 
willing multitudes, for an Orphan-Houfe in Grorgia. ‘The 
embargo, which was then laid on the fhipping, gave him 
Igifare for more journies, through various parts of England. 
Atlength, on Auguf the 14th, 1739, he embarked. But 
he did not land in Penfivania till Ofeber the goth. Af- 
terwards he went through Peafgivania, the Jerf-ys, em 
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York, and back again to Maryland, Virginia, North and 
South Careline, Pacaching all'along to Fnmenfe congre- 
gations, with full as great effect as in Exglond; on 
January the 11th, 1740, he arrived at Savannab. 

“‘Fanuary the agth he added three defolate orphans to near 
twenty which he had in his houfe before. he next day 
he aid ont the ground for the houfe, about ten miles from 
Savonnab. February the 11th he took in four orphans moie, 
and fet out for Frederica, in order to fetch the orphans that 
were in the fouthern parts of the colony. In his return 
he fixt a fchool, both for children and grown perfona, at 
Darien, and took four orphans thence. March the 2, 
he laid the firft ftone of the Orphan Houfe, to which, with 
great propriety, he gave the name of Bathe/da. He had 
fnow about forty orphans, fo that there were near an hun- 
dred mouths to be fed daily. But he was careful for no- 
thing, cafting his care on Him who feedeth the young ravens 
that call upon bim. In April, he made.another tour through 
Penfploania the Ferfeys, and New-York. Incredible mul- 
titudes flocked to hear, among whom were abundance of 
neproct. In all places the greater part of the hearers were 

to am amazing degree. Many were deeply, con 
vinced of their loft fates many truly converted to GOD. 
He returned to Savannah, Funethe Sth. The next even- 
ing, during the public fervice, the whole congregation, 
young and old were diffolved in tears: And others, who 
came to vifit them, were deeply impreffed. In Jy; he 
fet out again by fea; and through "Rhode Gland, where he 
preached to large congregations, he came to Boffox. While 
was here, and in the neighbouring places, he was ex- 
tremely weak in body. et the multitudes of hearers 
‘were {6 great, and the effects wrought on them fo aftonifh- 
ing, as the oldeft men then alive in the town had never feen 
fore. He fet out next for Northamptan : Having read in 
England an account of a remarkable work of converfion 
there, publifhed by their paftor the reverend Mr. Yonathan 
Edwards; and having a great defire to fee him, and to hear 
the acconnt from his own mouth. At Concord, Sudbury, 
Marlborough, Warcsfier, Leicefter, Hadley, places all lying in 
the way, puipits and houfes were every where opened, and 
acontinued influence attended his preaching. At Northamp- 
tox, when he came to remind them of what GOD had 
formerly done for them, it was like puttin, fire to tinder. 
Both mnifter and people were much moved sas were the 
children of the family, at an exhortation which their far 
gher defired Mr, Witefield to give them, 
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After leaving Nerthampton, he preached in Wefifald, 
Fy ing fly "Saficld, Heindfor, Hertford, Weathersfield, 
Mi leton, and Wallingford, to jarge and affected congre- 
gations. ‘And Osteber 23, reached Newhaven, where he 
‘was affectionately received by Mc. Pierpoint, brother-in- 
Jaw to Mr. Edwards, and had the pleafure of feeing his 
friend Mr. Noble of New-York, who brought him letters 
from Georgia. Here alfo he was much refrethed with the 
converfation of feveral gofpet miniftera, Ir being aifembly 
time, and the governor and bu: s then fitting, he ftay. 
till Lord’s-da: 4 eedeld ¢2 pleafare to fee numbers dail: 
im le e old governor was icularly mwec! 
afedied; and at eprivate sit which Mr. Mbitefiod paid 
him, faid, ** Thanks be to GOD, for fuch refrefhings in, 
our way toheaven.” On Monday morning he fet forward, 
and preached with his ufual fuccefs at Milford, Stratford, 
Fairfield, Newark, and Stanford, where he was vifited by 
fome minifters under deep concern. is was on the bor- 
ders of New-York province, into which he aow again en~ 
tered, and reached at Rye and Kingforidge, on bis way to 
the city of New-2ork, where he arrived ober 30. Here 
for three days fnccemvelzs and afterwards at Staten-Y lands, 

lewark, Bafkenridee, his preaching appeared to be at- 
tended Bae facets than ever. At 2rentcr he had a 
long conference with fome minifters about Mr. Gilbcrt 
Tennext's complying with an invitation to go and preach in 
New-England. © After prayer, and confidering the argu- 
ments borh for and againft this propofal, they thought it 
heft he fhould go; which, however difident of himfelf, 
he was perfuaded todo. And his miniftrations were at~ 
tended with an extraordinary bleffing to multitudes, in that 
extenfive colony. 

Saturday November 8, Mc. Woitefield came back to Pbi- 
Jadelpbia, and next day preached to teveral thoufands in a 
hoofe bailt for that purpofe, fince his laft departure. Here 
he both heard of, and faw many, who were the fruits of hia 
former miniftrations; and continued among thei titi No- 
vember 17, preaching twice aday. Afterwards he preached 
in Gloncefter, Greenwich, Piles-Grove, Cobanfic, Salem, New- 

Icy Whitelry-Creck, Fog’s-Maner, Nottingham; in many 
or moft of which places, the congregationa were numerous, 
and deeply affected. November 22, he got to Bobemia in 
Maryland, and from thence he went to Reedy-T/land. AS 
both places his preaching was attended with great influence. 
And at the lait place (their loop heing detained by contrary 
winds near a week) he preached frequently. al the cap- 

tains 
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tains and crews of the fhips that were wind-bound con- 
Mantly attended, and great numbers crowded out of the 
country, fome ac far as from Philadclpbia: And 9s great 
concern as ever came upon their minds. December 1, he 
fet fail from -Tfland for Charles-Tewn in Sonth- 
Carslina, and here makes the following remark: “It 
is now the feventy-fifth day, fince I arrived at Rhade-Jland. 
My body was then weak, but the Lord has much renewed 
its ftrength. 1 have been enabled to preach, I think, an 
hundred and feventy five times in public, befides exhort- 
ing frequently in private. I have travelled upwards of 
eight hundred 1 miles, and gotten upwards of feven hundred 
pounds fterling in good, provitions, and money, for the 
Georgia orphans, Never did I perform my journcya with 
fo little fatigue, or fee fuch a continuance of the divine 

refence in the congregations to whom I have preached, 

raife the Lord, O my foul.” After a pleafant paflage of 
eight or nine days, and preaching again at Charles-Town 
and Savannah, he arrived on the 14th of December at tho 
Ot phan-Heufe, where he found his family corofortably fer- 
tied. At de~ Lfland he had providentially met with one 
Mr. Jonathan Barber, whofe heart was very much knit to 
him, and who was willing to help him at the Orphan-Houfe. 
Him, therefore, he left fuperintendant for the {piritual, 
and Mr, Haberfsam for the temporal affairs; and. haying 
{pent a very comfortable Cériffmeas with his orphan family, 
he fet of again for Charics-Tewn, where he arrived Fanuar 
3,.1741, and preached twice every ay, as ufual, to moi 
affectionate auditories, till the 16th of Fannary, when he 
‘went on board for England. WHearrived the 11thof March 
at Falmouth, rode poltto London, and preached at Kenuing- 
ton-Common the Sunday following. 

The new and unexpected fituation in which he now 
found himfelf, will be beft defcribed in his own words: 
«© But what a trying fcene ed here! In my zeal, 
during my journey through ica, 1 had written two 
well-meant, though injudicious letters, againft Eng- 
land's two great favorites, ‘The Whole Duty of Man,” 

schibillNop Tillotfon,” who, | faid, knew no more 

of religion than Mabemes. The Moeravians had made in- 
i Mr. Jobe Wifley, fome way ot 

other, had been prev: on to preach and print in favor 
of perfetion, aud univerfal redemption ; and very ca 
Ty againft ele@tion, a dotrine, which I thought, and do 
now believe was taught me of GOD, therefore could not 
pofibly recede from, Thinking it my duty fo to do I 

“ 
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had writeen an anfwer at the Orphan-Honufe, which thougls 
revifed, and much approved of by fome good and jadicions 
divines, I think had fome too ft: expreffions about abfo= 
Aute reprobation, which the apoftle leaves rather to be in+ 
ferred, than expreft. The world was angry at me for 
the former, and oumbers of my own {piritual children for 
the latter. One that got fome hundrods of pounds by my 
fermons, being led away by the Meravians, refufed to print 
for me any more. And others wrote to me, that 1D 
would deftroy me ina ht ; and thar my fall was as 
great as Peter's. Inftead of having thouf: to attend 
me, fearce one of my fpiritual children came to fee me 
from morning to night. Once at Xenuington-Common, TC 
had not above a hundred to hear me. At the fame time, F 
was much embarraffled in my outward circumftances. A 
thonfand pounds I owed for the Orphan-Houfe. Two hun- 
dred and fifty pounds bills, drawn upon Mr. Seward, now 
dead, were returned upon me. I was alfo threatened to be 
arrefled for two hundred is more. My travelling 
expences alfo to be defray: A family of a hundred to 
be dafly maintained, four thoufand miles off, in the deareft 
place of the King’s dominions. 

«¢ Ten thoufand times would I rather have died, than 
part with my old friends. It would have melted any heart 

heard Mr. C, We/ley and me weeping, after prayer, 

ible, the breach might be prevented. Once 

reached in the Foundery, (a which Mr. Jobu Wefl 

ad procured in my abfence) on Gal. iii. but no more. Afi 
my work was to begin again. One day I was exceeding! 
rel ed in reading Bexa’s life of Calvin, wherein were thefe 
words, ‘ Calvin is turned out of Geneva, but behold a new 
church arifes.’ A gentlewoman lent me three hundred 
pounds to pay the prefent Orphan-Houfe demand: And a 
ferious perfon (whom I never faw or heard of) giving me 
one guinea; I had fuch confidence, that I ran down with 
it toa friend, and expreffed my hope, that GOD who fent. 
this perfon with a guinea, would make it up fifteen hun- 
dred: Which was the fam I thought would be wanted. 

«¢ Never bad ¥ preached in Afoorfilds on a week day. 
But inthe ftrength of GOD, I began on Geud-Friday, and 
continued twice a day, walking backward and forward from 

}, for fome time preaching under one of the trees, 
and had the mortification of fecing numbers of my fpiritu- 
al children, who but 2 twelvemonth ago could have plucked 
out their eyes for me, ranning by me whilft preaching, 
difdaining fo much as to look at me, and fome of them put- 
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* 
ting their fingers in their ears, that they might not hear one 
word | faid.” A like feene opened at Brigel, where 1 was 
denied preaching in the houfe I had founded: Bufy bodies, 
‘on both fides, blew up the coals. A breachenfued. But 
as both fides differed in judgement, and net in affection, and 
aimed at the glor: our common Lord; though we 
hearkened too much to tale-bearers on both fides, we were 
Kept from anathematizing each other, and went on in our 
ufual way; being agreed in one point, endeavoring to con~ 
vert fouls to the ever bleffed Mediator.” 

In confequence of this, one Mr. Cennick, a preacher, 
who could not fall in with Mr. W¢/ey’s fentiments, and one 
or two more in like circumftances, having joined Mr. 
Whitcheld, they began a new houfe in Kingfveed, and foon 
eftablifhed a {chool among them that favored Calvinifticat 
principles. And here, and in feyeral other places, 

reached to very large and ferious congregations, in the 
Rime manner as he had done in America. hither he in- 
tended to return as foon as ible. Mean time, it being 
inconvenient, on account of the weather, to preach morn- 
ing and evening in A4oo: 3 fome free-; diffenters, 
“sho ftood by him clofely in that time of trial) got the 
loan of a piece of ground, and engaged with a carpenter 
to build a large temporary theds to fcreen the auditory 
from cold and rain, which he called a Tabernacle, as it was 
only intended to be made ufe of for a few months, during 
his ftay in his native country. The place fixed upon, was 
very near the Foundery, which he diffiked, becaufe he 
thought it looked like ereéting altar againft altar; but upon 
this occafion he remarks, ‘* All was wonderfully over~ 
ruled for good, and for the furtherance of the gofpel. 
A freth awakening immediatcly began. Congregations 
ew exceeding large, and at the people’s defire, 1 fenr 
(oosetiny reconciling me more,and more to Jay-preaching) 
Mi its Cennick, Farris, Seagrave, Humphries, oe a 
te, Ec. to afift.” Freth doors were now opened to him, 
and invitations fent to him from many places, where be had 
mever been, At a common, near Braintree in Effex, up- 
wards of ten thoufand perfons attended. Ar Haiflead, 
Dedbam, Coggufball, Wethersfield, Colchefter, Bury, Ipfwioh, 
the cong tions were very large and much aff . AC 
this time alfo, he was ftrongly "olicited by religious per- 
fons, of different perfuafions, to vifit Scotland. Several 
letters had paft between him and the Meffieurs Erfhines, 
fpme time before, and he bad a great defire to fee them. 
‘He therefore took his paflage from Leadon to Leith, tie 
7 = tes 
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after fivedays, which he employed in writing many excels 
{ef letters 24 his orphans, ise. fee ‘Loren "Ci I. to 
COCK XXVIL.) he arrived July 30, 1741. Several per- 
fons of diftingtion moft gladly received him, and would 
have had him preach at > direQily; bar he was de~ 
termined that the reverend Meflirs. E,/eines fhould have the 
firit offer; and therefore went immediately to Dunfermlix, 
and preached in Mr. Er/kiad’a meeting-houfe. Great per- 
fuafions were ufed to detain him at Dumy in, and as 
gteat to keep him from preaching for, and vifiting the re+ 
verend Mr, Wardlaw, who had beex colleague to Mr. 
Reiph Er/kixe above tweaty years, aud who, az well as the 
severend Mr. Davidfon, a diffenting minifter in England, 
that went along with Mr» W2iteheld, were looked upon 
as perjared, for not adhering to the folemn league and co- 
venant. This was new ]. to him, and therefore 
unintelligible. But that he might be better informed, it 
was propofed that the reverend Mr. Moncricf, Mr. Ebe~ 
nezer Erfkine, and others, members of the aifociate pref- 
bytcry, fhould convene in a few days, in order to give hing 
farther light. In che mean time, Mr. Ralph Erfkine ac~ 
companied is to Edinburgh, pare he preached in she 
m-HHoufe Park, s ing being no novelty in 
Scbiland) to a very asge and affected auditory, upon thefe 
swords, § The kingdom of GOD is not meat and drink, 
but righteenfnefo and ‘and joy in the Holy Ghofl.” 
‘The next day he preac’ ii fa Kirk, and exprefied 
great pleafure in hearing two gofpel fermons from the reve- 
rend Mr. Gafbart, and the reverend Mr. Mac Vicar. And 
the following day, he preached in the Cannougats church, 
where Mr. Ralph Er/kine went ap with him into the pulpit. 
According to promife, he returned with him to Daun- 
fermlin, where Mc, E, Er/kine, and feveral of the affociata 
prefbytery were met together. When Mr. Whitefield 
came, they foon propofed to proceed tobufinefs. He alked 
them for what purpofe? They anfwered, todifcourfe, and 
fet him right about church government, and the folemn 
Jeague and covenant. He replied, they might fave them- 
felves that trouble, for he no feruple about i#, and that 
feetling chusch government, and preaching about the fo-~ 
Iemn leaguo and covenant, was not his plan. Eye then told 
them fomething of his experience, and how he wae led into 
his prefent way of aéting. One of them, in particular, 
faid he, was deeply affected. And Mr. E. Es/Aine defired 
they would have patience with him, for thas having been 
Dorn and bred in land, ant never Sudied whe pouats De 
ou) 
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Could not be fa to be jy acquainted with ic. 
But Mr. Ad. ii }, that he was re more inexe 
cufeable, for Englend had revolted moft with pelpest to 
church government ; and that he, being born and jucared 
there, could not but be i with the matter in de- 
bate, Mr. Whisefeld wold hivo, be hai never yet musde 

is ftudy, 


the Solemn league and covenant the fabje& of 
being too bufy about mattere which he judged of 
importance. Several replied, that every pin of the taber= 
nacle was precious. He anfwered, that in every building, 
there were ourfide and infide workmen; that the latter, at 
prefent, was his province; that if they thought themfelves 
called to the former, they might proceed in their own way 
and he would proceed inhis. He then afked them ferioufly, 
what they would have him to do? The anfwer was, that 
he was not defired to fub{cribe immediate! Ny to the folemn 
Jeague and covenant, but to preach only for chem, till he 
farther light. He at why only for them? Mr. 
R. E. {aid, © Thoy were the Lor’s people’ He thes 
afked, Were no other the Lord’s le but themfeives? 
If not, and if others were the devil's people, they had 
more need to be preached to; that for his part, all places 
were alike to him; and that if the Pope himfelf would 
lend him hia pulpit, he would gladly proclaim in it the 
righteoufnefs of the Lord Yefus Chrift. Something patted 
about taking two of their brethren with him to England, to 
fettle prefbytery there; and then with two more, to go and 
fettle prefbytery in 4merica. But he atked, fuppofea num~ 
ber of independents Should come, and declare, that after 
the greateft earch, they were convinced that independency 
‘was the right church government, and would di2urb no 
body, if tolerated; fhould they be tolerated? They an- 
{wered, No.—Soon after this the company broke up. And 
Mr. AG, preached upon Jf. xxi. 11,12. “* Watchmen, 
evbat of the night ? tc." “And took occafion to declaim 
ftrongly againft the ceremonies of the church of England, 
and to argue*, ¢ That one whe held communion with chat 
church, or with the backilidden church of Scetland, could 
net be an inftrument of reformation.” The confeq 
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of all this, was, an open breach. Mr. Mébitefield retired 
thou; Jand uneafy to his clofet, and after preaching in 
the felds, far down and dined with them, and then took a 
final leave.* 

Many waited at Edinburgh to know the iffue of the con- 
ference, who were not difappointed in the event. Thi- 
ther he returned, after preaching at Innerkeithing, and the 
Reera's ferry; and continued preaching always twice, often 
thrice, (an once, feven times a day) for fome weeks toge- 
ther. churches were open, but not being able to hold 
half the congregations, he- ly preac! twice a day 
inthe Orphatr Fiofpital Park to many thoufands, Perfons 
of the beft fathion, as well as of the meaner rank, at- 
tended;} at fome of their houfes he generally expounded 
every evening, And day, almoft, there were new 
evidences of the fuccefs of his labors, Numbers of mi- 
nifters and findents came to bear him, and aged, expe- 
sienced chriftians told him, they could fet their feal to 
what he preached, _In this firit vifit to Scotland he 


at Edinburgh, Glofgew, Aberdeen, Dundes, Paifley, Perth 
Searing, Cnith, a, ‘Airth, Kinglaffie, Aberdeen, Cul 
raft, Kinroft, Co fo at Stonchive, Ben- 


of Fife; 

holm, Montrofe, Brechin, fe pnt Couper of Angus; and at 
Tuner keitbi of ‘Newbettle, Clit Mei and Had- 
ington and in the weft country, at Killern, Fintry, and 
Balfrone. To other places to which he was invited, he did 
not goatthistime. But (having colle@ted above five hun-~ 
dred pounds, in money and goods, for his orphans) he left 
Edinburgd in the latter end of O@ober, to go through Wales, 
in Bie way. to London. ‘ 1 

er having gone through evil report and id report 
in Sidon ME OW hinpou bie ‘Edinburgh in Offober 17415 
and travelled to Abergavenny in Wales, where, in confe- 
quence of a former refolution, he married Mrs. James, a 
widow lady of that place. From thence he went to Brifol, 





* Having dropt fomething about 
tes ———— aid, At wes 8 ha st 
mor ‘Thus was I called to make another fecrifice of my af- 

ions, 
eafy. Letters CCCXLVII. 


= Beans bee pec oains Stone bere the bisracis of Lothian, the 

+ Earlof Lever, Lord Rae, Lady Maz Hamilton, ly Frances Gardi- 

+ nar, Lady Jean Nimo, Lady See his Letters from duguft 
to Deeraber 74a. 

where 
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where he preached twice a day with his ufual faccefs. After 
various excurfions into the country, he went to Lendon in 
the ipring of the year, 274% and new ventured to take a 
very extraordinary ftep. It had been the cuftom for many 
years paft, in the holiday feafons, to erect booths in Afoor- 
tlds, for mountebanks, player, puppet-fhows, é&c. which 
‘were attended from morning till night, by innumerable 
multitudes of the lower fort of people. “He formed a 
refolution to preach the gofpe! among them; and execut- 
edit. 
On Mhitmenday, at fix o'clock in the morning, attended by 
a large congregation of praying people, he began. ‘Thou- 
fands, who were waiting there, gaping for their ui i 
xerSons,'all rt en ee fi text wa8 Sobn iii, 14. 
The: |, they li x wept: many feemed 
to be Aung with deep conviétion for their pait fs. All 
was huthed and folemna. * Being thus encouraged, (fays 
he) I ventured out again at noon, when the fields were 
quite full; and could fcarce help fmiling, to fee thoufands, 
when a merry-andrew was trumpeting to them, upon ob= 
ferving me mount 2 ftand on the other fide of the field, 
deferting him, till not fo much as one was left behind, but 
all flocked to hear the gofpel. But this, together with a 
complaint that they had taken near twenty or thirty pounds 
Jefs that day than ufual, fo enraged the owners of the 
booths, that when I came to preach a third time in the 
evening, in the midft of the fermon, a merry-andrew got 
‘up upon aman’s fhoulders, and Gopcaics, ay the pulpic, 
attempted to flath me with a long heavy whip feveral times. 
Soon afterwards they got a recruiting ferjeant, with his 
drum, &c. to pafs through the congregation, But I de- 
fired the people to make way for the King’s officer, which 
‘was quietly done. Finding thefe efforts to fail, a large 
body, quite on the oppofite fide, affembled together, and 
having got a great pole for their ftandard, advanced with 
found of drum, in a very threatening manner, till they 
came near the fkirts of the congregation, Uncommon 
courage was given-both to preacher and hearers, I prayed 
for fupport and deliverance, and was heard. For juft as 
they approached us with looks full of refentment, rd know 
not by what accident, they quarrelled among themfelves, 
threw down their ftaff, and went their way, leaving, how- 
ever, many of their company behind, who, before we had 
done, I truft were brought over to join the befieged party. 
IT think I contlaued in praying, preaching, and finging, 
(for the noife was too great a times to preach) tr three 
2 Urs, 
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hours. We then retired to the tabernacle, where thonfands 
flocked, ‘We were determined to pray down the booths 5 
burt, bleffed be GOD, more fabfantial work was done, 
At a moderate computation, I received (I believe) a thom- 
Jand notes from perfons under conviétion; and foon after, 
upwards of three hundred were received into the feciety in 
eneday. Some! married, that had lived together withous 
marriages One man had excl his wife for another, 
and given fourteen fhilli in excl Numbers, that 
feemed as it were to have been bred up for Zysurn, were at. 

that time plucked as firebrands out of the burning.” 
Seon thefe tranfactions, he embarked a fecond 
time for Scotland, and arrived at Leith, on the 3d of June, 
1742. Here he had much to do with the bigotry and nar- 
nownefs of fome particular people, and efpecially with the 
feceders, into the particulara of which Dr. Gilles has en- 
tered with fulnefs and candor, but which we have not {pace 
nor inclination to recite. Upon his fecond arrival in Scot- 
land, Fune 1742, he was received by great numbers, among 
whom were fome perfons of diftinétion, with much joy: 
had the fatisfa&tion of feeing and hearing more and 
more of the happy fruits of his muneiiey At aanperg 

6 ‘ar! 





he preached twice a day, as ufval, in the Hofpital 

where a number of feats and fhades, in the form of an 
amphitheatre, were ereéted for the accommodation of his 
hearers. And in confequence of earneft invitations, he 
went to the weft country, larly to Combuflang, where. 
he preached no lefs than times upon the very day of 

his arrival, to a vaft body of people, although he 
preached that fame morning at Glafgow. The Jaft of thefo 
exercifes he in at nine at night, continuing till eleven, 
when he faid he obferved fuch acommotion among the 
people,.as he had never feenin America. Mr. Mac Cullsch 
preached after him, till paft one in the morning, and even 
then could hardly perfuade the people to depart. All night 
in the fields might be heard he voice of prayer and praife. 
3 '« Whitefeld was frequently at Cambu/flang doring this 
feafon, a defcription of ‘what he obferved there at different 
times, will be beft given in his own words; ‘* Pevfons from 
all parts flocked to fee, and many from many parts, went 
home convinced, and converted unto GOD. A brae, or 
hill, near the manfe at Cambuflang, feemed to be formed by 
providence, for containing a large congregation, People 
fat unwearied till two in the morning, to hear fermons, 
di regarding the weather. You could fcarce walk a yard, 
bet you muft tread upon fome, either rejoicing in on 
ie 
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for mercies received, or erying out for more, ‘Thoufands 
and thoufands have I feen, it was poffible to catch it 
by fympathy, melted down under the word and power of 
GOD. a the celctention | of the holy hesggronrepary chee 
joy was fo great, that at the defire of many, both minifters 
and people, in imitation of Hexekiah’s paliover, they had, 
2 month or two afterwards, afecond; which was a general 
rendezvous of the people of GOD. The communion-table 
was in the field; three tents, at proper diftances, all fur- 
rounded with a multitude of hearers; above twenty mi- 
nifters (among whom was good old Mr. Benner) attending 
to preach and affift, all enlivening and enlivened by ono 


seca 

jefides his labors at Gla/gow and Gambuflang, it is fome- 
what furprizing to think, how mam other places in the 
weit of Scotland he vifited within the compafs of a few 
weeks, preaching once or twice at every one of them, and 
at feveral three or fourtimes. It is worth while to fet down 
the journal of a week or two. In the begim ng of Fuly, 
he preached twice on Monday at Paifley; on the Tuefday and 

‘edns{day, three times day at Irvine; on Thurfday, 
twice at Afearns; on Friday, three times at Cumbernaud; 
and on Saturday, twice at Falkirk. And again in the lateer 
end of Auguft, on Thurfday, he preached twice at Greenock; 
on Friday, three times at Kilbride; on Saturday, once at 
Kilbride, and twice at Stevenfon; on Sabbath, four times at 
Irvine; on Monday, once at Irvine, and three times at Kil- 

on Tach, ‘once at Kilmarnock, and four times 
arten; on Wednefday, once at Stewarton, and twice 
atthe Mearns. He wasalfo at Inchannen, New Kilpatrick, 
Calder, and Kilfyth, Swhere. the religious concern fill in= 
creafed) and at Torpie 1 He was indeed fometimes taken 
yery ilf, and his friends thought he was going off: “* But 
in the pulpit (fays he) the Lord, out of weaknels, makes me 
to wax ftrong, and caufes me to triumph more and more.” 
And even wi he retired for a day or two, it was on 
purpofe to write letters, and to prepare pieces for the prefe, 
fo that he was as bufy asever. 

‘When he was at dinburghs he received _accounta that 
the Spaniards had landed in Georgia. Upon this oce 
cafion he wrote to Mr. Habe:/oam; “1 am glad my 
dear family is removed to Mr. Bryan's, and rejoice that 
eur glorious GOD had raifed him and his brother up, 
te be fuch friends in time of need, My thoughts have 
been varioufly exercifed, but my heart kept ftedfaft and 
joyfal in the Lord ot al beads whofe inercy eodureth 
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for ever. I long to be with you, and methinks could wil- 
lingly be found at the head of you kneeling and praying, 
though a Spexiard’s fword fhould be put to my throat, 
But alas, I'know not how I should we, if put to the 
trial: Only we have a promife, that as our day is, fo our 
ftrength hall be, The thoughts of divine love carry me 
uboveevery thing. My dear friend, the Spaniard: cannot 
rob us of this; nor can men or devils. 1 humbly hope 
that I fhall thortly hear of the fpiritual and temporal wel- 
fare of you all.” “And he was not difappointed; for a few 
weeks atter he was informed of his family’s fafe return to 
Bethefda, About the end of Ofober he left Scotland, and 

rode poft to London, where he airived in about five days. 
From Ofober 1742 to duguft 1744, Mr. Whitefield con- 
tinued in England, but was employed in travelling up and 
down to preach the kingdom of GOD, and with the fame 

faccefs and the fame oppofition as before. After a variet 
of thefe circumftances, he refolved to make another vifit 
to America, whither Mr. Smith, a merchant, then in Eng- 
four ee name fs soins Lye aenh ak —_ C) 
lage in a hip going from Port, 3 bat being in- 
formed, juft before he wat abont to take his farewell, that 
the captain refufed to take him, for fear, as he alledged, of 
{poiling the failors, he was obliged to go as far as Plymomth, 
*© In my way, fays he, I preached at Wellington, where 

one Mr. Darracott had been 2 bieffed inftrument of doin 
much good, At Exeter alfo, I revifited, where many fouls 
‘were awakened to the divine life. At Biddeford, where 
ood Mr, Hervey had been curate, we had much of the 
power of GOD; and alfo at widge. But the chief 
fcene was at Plymouth and the dock, where I expected least 
faccefs.” It is remarkable, that juft before bis fuccefs at 
Plymouth, he was in danger of being killed. Four gentle- 
men, it feems, came to the houfe of one of his particular 
friends, kindly enquiring after him, and defiring to know 
where he lodged. Soon afterwards, Mr. Whstefield re- 
ceived a fetter, informing him, that the writer was a ne- 
phew of Mr. 5- ) an utto} at New-York; that he had 
the fure of oR ing with -» Whitefield at bis uncle's 
houfe; and defi ‘is Company to fap with him, anda few 
more friends, at a tavern. it. Whitefield fent him word, 
that it was not cuftomary for him to fup abroad at taverns, 
but thonld be glad of the n'a company to eat 2 
morfel with him at his ing; he accordingly came and 
pelt pe but was of fervel ently to look around him, 
to be very abiecnt, At pe took his leave, and bar] 
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turned to his companions in the tavern; and being by them 
imerrogated, what he had done, he anfwered, * That he 
had been ufed fo civilly, be had aot the heart to touch him.” 
Upon which, it feems, another of the company, a licute- 
Rant of a man of war, laid a wager of ten guineas, that 
he would do his bufinefs forhim. His companions, how- 
ever, had the precaution to take away his fword. It was 
now about midnight, and Mr: bitcfield having that day 
preached to a large congregation, and vifited the French pri- 
foners, was gone tobed: When the landlady came and told 
him that a well-dreffed gentleman defired to fpeak with him, 
Mr. Whitefield, imagining it was fomebody under convic- 
tion, defired him to be brought up. He came, and fat 
down by the bed fide, congratulated him upon the fuccef 
of his miniftry, and exp much concern at being de- 
tained from hearing bim. Soon after he broke out into the 
moft abufive language, and in a cruel and cowardly man- 
ner, beat him in his bed, The landlady and her daughter 
hearing the noife, rufhed into the room, and feized upon 
him; but he foon difengaged himfelf from them, and re- 
ted his blows on Mr. itefeld, who being apprehen- 
ve that he intended to fhoot or ftab him, underwent all 
the farprife of a fudden and violent death. Afterwards, 
a fecond came into the houfe, and cried out from rhe bot- 
tom of the ftairs, ¢ Take courage, I am ready to help 
you.” But dy the repeated cry of murder, the alarm was 
now fo great, that they both made off. ‘* The next raorn- 
ing, fays Mr. Whitefield, 1 was to expound at a private 
houfe, and then to fer out for Biddeford. Some urged me 
to ftay and profecute; but being better employed, 1 went 
on my intended journey, was greatly blefled in preachin, 
the everlafting gofpel, and upon my return was well pai 
for what I had fafered: Cariofity having led perhaps two 
thoufand more than ordinary, to fee and hear a man that had 
like to have been murdered in his bed. And I trnft in the 
five weeks time, while I waited for the convoy, hundreds 
were awakened and turned unto the Lord. At the dock 
alfo, near Plymonté, a glorious work was begun. Could 
the fields, betwen Plymouth and the dock, fpeak, they 
could tell what bleffed feafons were enjoyed there.” 

Mr, #itefield embarked again for America ia the begin- 
ing of dugu/, 1744, though in but indifferent health. He 
hhad a tedious paffage of en weeks, which increafed his 
diforder, When he arrived in New-England, Col. Pepperell 
and others received him gladly. But his indifpofition pre~ 
vented his reaching Sofox for three weeks, where be fe 
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famed his labors, and fet up a leCture, which he preached 
at fix in the morning. <* I feldom preached sax he) to 
Jes than wo chose relied decks hear the word 
of both fexes, neat! 0 word, 
and returning home o family-prayer and breakfaft, before 
the oppofers were out of their beds, So that it was com~ 
monly faid, that, between early-rifing and tar-water, the 
phyficians would have no bufinefs.” In fhort, he began 
to think of remaining in America; but the unfavorable 
climate fo injured his conftitation, and the debts of tho 
Orphan-Houfe were fo heavy, that it was necelfary for 
him to make 2 voyage elfew) for the recovery of his 
health, and to think of Englif hberality for the fapport 
of this eflablithment in America. Accordingly, upon 
advice, be embarked for the Bermudas, where he arrived 
on the rgth of March, 1748. 

At thefe iflands he met with a very kind reception from 
all forts of people, and preached ufually twice a day for 
above a month, in various parts of this little colony, which 
is placed by itfelf in almoft the middle of the Atlantic ocean. 

fe have been already celebrated by Waller the poet, 
and the late bithop Berkeley, who here for fome 
time, Here Mr. Whitefield obtained a colleétion for the 
Orphan-Houfe, which he tranfmitted to ia; bur 
dreading to go back to Amzrica in that feafon of beat, and 
having prefling calls to England, bo took the opportunity 
of a brig, and in twenty days arrived at Deo/, and on the 
next evening, July 6, 48, he reached London, after an 
abfonce of near four 5 

On Mr. Whinsfalds vifiting a few of his friends, im- 
mediately after his return, he found himfelf in no ver 
agreeable fituation. His congregation at the Tabernacle 
‘was fadly {carte And as to his outward circumftances, 
he had fold all his houfhald furniture, to help to pay the 
Opin Reate debt, which yet was far from being can- 
a le pater all thefe difcou: ents, he was ftill 

japported. His congregation was foon re-united, and 
received him with the greateft joy. And at this time a 
very undypedted thing happened fo him. Lady Elanting don, 
befpresinarrival, bad o1 Mr. Howet ‘Harris to bring 
him ta her honfe at Che/fea, a3 foon as he came on fhore. 
He went, and having preached twice, the Countefs wrote 
to him, that feveral of the nobility defired to hear him. 
Ina &w daze the earl of C7 j, and a whole circle of 
Shem attended 5 and havmg once, defired they might 
bear hum again. «* I therefore preached again (fays he) 2 
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the evening, and went home, never more farpriféd at any 
incident in my life. Aji behaved quite well, and were in 
fome ied. Theearl of Chefferfield thanked me, 
and faid, « Sir, I will not tell you what { fhalltell others, 
how I approve of you ;’ or words to this purpofe. At 
laft Lord Bolingbroke came to hear, fat like an archbifhop, 
and was ph to fay, ‘ 1 had done great juftice to the 
divine attributes in my difcourfe.’ Soon afterwards her 
ladyfhip removed to town, where I preached _generally 
twice a week to ery Bsillene auditories. B) be 
GOD, not without fuccefs on fome.” 

In September 114 }) he made a third vifit to Scotland, 
where he met with a hearty welcome. Great multitudes 
flocked to hear bim both at Edinburgh and Glafgow. ** I 
have reafon (fays he) to believe fome have been awakened, 
and many quickened and comforted. My old friends are 
more folidly fo than ever, and a foundation, I truft, has 
been laid for doing much good, if ever the Lord fhould 
call me thither again. Two fyuods,* and one Prefbytery, 

broughe 


© He means the {ynods of Glafgew and Perth, and the prefoytery 
of Bae Wie papeanea ie the fyuod of Slope way be eek 
ina pemplict, entitied, A fair ond (partial Azcount of the De- 
bate a te Sino of Glaleoes nad 4.6 1748, anext 
Mr. 7” Poblifhed at year, 
to be written by the reverend Dr. ime, Who was wait at 
Kirkntilech, ‘The thort hitory of the matter is this. thotion was 
made, tending to prohibit or difcourage minifters from employing 
Dyan the following on fa geiel of the church of 
a ¢ fallowing topics. His elt of ¢ n- 
eed. ‘That he had Ps anteibed the ‘ormula. His is ‘ioe. 
Eximeical i Pnpancisd of the Hout went es sf » that. 
the mont colleéts is right bed. ferting | it affurance is 
Create! Ate Bsa e cig o bepcndence on tepaliee nol inemaae 
‘revelations, Declaring on dlender evidence, fame people con- 
verted, und others carnal and unregencrated. Often, judosd, pre- 


ie 


tending torepent of his blunders, and retract; but as often 

intothem. And laBly, his belog under a fentenee of 4 
i jarden, which he bad appealed to the Court 

of 7» and made oath to te sppeal in 6 twelve- 


In 

lath to think, faid one, that any of our Urethren thould befriend a 
propofal, fo contraty to’ chat moderstion and catholic fpirit, which 
iow ie, and I hope ever fhall be the of ourcharch. Iam fen- 
fible, many things in the church of need reformation ; but 
honor her, notwithfanding, as our church, If bithop Butler, 
bithop Sherlock, oc bithop Sccker were in Scotland, I thould weloome 
them to my puipit. In this I thould imitate Mr. 'Samued patherferes 
as firm = prefbyterian ar any of ue, who yet employed bishop User. 
‘Thece is no law of Chri, no 28 of allembly probibiting me to give 
3 fay. 
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bronght me upon the carpet ; but all has worked for ™ 
‘While he was in Scotland, he endeavored to do all 
vice he could to the New Jerfiy college, and, in 

with fome minifters who well to that it tion, 
advifed the fending over a minifter from Americato make 
application in perfon. Which was afterwards done in the 
year 1754, when Mc. Tesneat and Mr. Devies applied A to 






pit to an Epi Independent, or Anabaptift minifter, if 
Fes inc! in fe finden of igion, und of « fober 
life. Our cxprefs enjoins, A& a 17Rks at pret 

‘ibleribe our Formaias tefcee reach rang 7 

to fal our with us, 
eso iibe our Ferme, Waive cay preach with dy weld by 
ciples, or pretbyterian non as thofe of the church of 
Giglaed. Reto Mr. Whisgfeld, faid ancther, there ace few minittere 
whos charafter has been fo well attefied, by the moft com} 

. cant 
jurges, both at home and abroad. One thing I cannot but 
Tete who have & mot warmly againit Mr. WBitefeld in this 
debate, ackno' a peey Tare: made: EEGs of mo exaaiey “te his 
ebaratter: Whereas thafe, on the other fide, have made a very careful 
enquiry and that enquiry has turned out entirely co their ftisfaction. 

ich regard to his inipradencice, there is n great difference betwixt 
blunders owing to a bad heart, and thofe tbat are owing only to a 
mifinformed judgement: Efpecially, when the miftakes that occa- 
foned then, have mifled feveral great und good men. Whether Mr. 
Whitefeld's fcheme of the Orphan-House be prudent or not, it is 
demopfrable it was honctly meant. The magiftrates of Savannah 


d 


i 


publihed three yeare ago, in the P. ja Gaxettc, an affidavit 
that they had carefully examined Mr. id's reccipta and dif- 
burfements, and that what he had col in behalf of the 


Orphans, bad been hone!tly applied ; and that, befides, he had given 
confiderably to them of his own property. As to his warrants 
that effurance ix effential to faith; encouraging an unwarrant 
regurd to iimpreifions 5 and being top halty in pronouncing men ear 
‘er converted; his fentiments, in thefe particulars, have been 
altered for upwards of two years.” And now he fearce, preaches 


fing them that faith, ands 
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the General Affembly, and obtained an appointment of a 
colleftion. je alfo began to think of making his 
tphan-Houfe net only a receptacle for fatherlefs children, 
but alfo a place of literature and academical ftudies. Mean 
time, he went on in his ufual way, and with his vfaal fuc- 
cols, at London, Briffol, and Gloucefler, durmg the winter; 
and in February, 1749, made an excurfion to Exeter and 
Plymouth, where he found a ftrange alteration in the people, 
Gace be had been firft there, about five years before; they 
now received him with the greateft joy, and were impor- 
tunate to hear him; and many of them gave proofs of a 
folid converfion to GOD. 1n Aferch 1749, he returned 
to Londox from an excurfion of about fix hundred miles in 
the weft, where he had the pleafure of feeing that his former 
vifits had been bleffed with abundant fuccefs. In Afay he 
went to Part/mouth, and preached every day for more than 
a week, to very large and attentive auditories. Many were 
brought under convictions, prejudices feemed to be univer~ 
fally removed, and people, that a few days before were 
{peaking all manner of evil againk him, were very defirous 
of his longer ftay to preach the gofpel among them. Inthe 
month of September he went into Nerthampton/bire and York~ 
JSoive; and preached at Oundle, Abberford, Leeds, and Ha- 
worth, where good Mr. Grim, who was fo indefuti- 
ible in his endeavors to bring fouls to Chri?) was minifter, 
in his church they had above a thoufand communicants, 
and in the church-yard about fix thoufand hearers. In 
April 1750 he was at London and Portfmouth. And in May 
yent to A/bby, to waiton Lady Huntingdon, who had been 
i. In his way thither, he hud a moft comfortable inter- 
view with the reverend Dr. Dodds idze, Mr. Hervey, &c.™ 
Thus 
wian minifters pay any regard to a fentence, which had fach a foun- 
dation t “The lilde of the debate was a re e&ting of the motion by « 
vote, 2y to 233 and a re(olution which ws fo expreft as to bea 
decent burial of its laying no new reftriétion on miniters from, in- 
viting ftrangers, but leav: precifely as they were before. 
‘And they, who sbofe b> give Mr. Whur field their pulps, never after 
met with any moleftation, Upon the whole, the attacke, made on Mr, 
Whitefuid"s charatter, proved the cccafion of informing the of 
the falthood of many afperfions thrown out againit him, of the great 
increafe of his prudence and caution, snd the remarkable change of 
ibis fentiments and behavior, fo far as either were: » And thus 
what was inteaded for his turned ont to his honor. 





* Mr. Hervey thus wrote of this interview toa friend: * I have 
{een lately, that moft exceilent minifter of the ever-bleffed Ysfis, 
. Whitefield, Idined, fa and {pent the evening with him at 
jortbampicx, in confgany Dr. ‘Dediridge, and two pious, inary 
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Thus be employed himfelf inceffantly, and vifited, in 
', moft parts of the kingdom, with a zeal and io- 
ility that are almoft incredible. 

In 17§1, he went over to Ireland, where be conti- 
ued his Iabors tothe beginning of July following, when 
he paffed from Belfof to irvine, and from thencs to Glafgow. 
He traverfed part of Scot! anécame to Edinburgh; and 
from thence on the 6th of Aaguf he fet out for London, in 
order to embark a fourth time for America. On the 27th 
of Ofobcr he arrived in Georgia, and found affairs to his 
fatiefa€tion. Here and in South Carolina he {pent the win- 
ter; and about the end of pri! 1752 he failed for London, 
In England be refamed hia work of preaching and travelling, 
and in fhort vifited in this way moft part of the ifland. 

On the 7th of March 1754, he failed again for America 
with above twenty orphans, but put in at Ey y where he 
was highly difgafted with fome inftances of Popith faper- 
ftition. He again traverfed America, making (as he ufed 
ro call it) his preaching campaigns. He continued upon 
the Continent till the ond fare 1755, and then ent 
barked for England, where he arrived about the beginning 


of M 

He then went his ufual circuits till the approach of win- 
ter, where he returned to London, and preached in Long~ 
acre chapel for the firft time on December 23, 1 56 but met 
with all forts of oppofition and difficulties. Fi 8 induced 
him to propofe the building a new chapel in Tettenbam- 
Court-Road, which he began on the roth of May, 1756; 
and, after bis country excurfions, returned to open it on the 





nious cle: of the church of Exgland, both of them known to 
the learned world by their’ valusble ‘writings. And furely, I never 
fpent a more delightful evening, or faw one that fe fo, make 
nearer ‘to the felici wen. A 
‘worth aid ewok in the own, vited as tehis hotly and gave an 
clngant treat; but bow mean was hie provition, how coarfe fis delica- 
cies, compared with the fruit of my friend's lips; they an 
hhoney-comb, and were 2 well of life. Surely, people do not 
know that sniable and exemplary man, or eife, I cannot but think, 


fuftrious 

mma, to this eminent minifter of the everlafting Gofpel: Many faa? 

Enoe dow mirtonaty, bet tbea excelf thew alls = Sores ~ 
feventh 
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foventh of November-following, preaching from 1 Cer. iii. 
xx. Here he continued to labor during the winter, com- 
monly preaching about fifteen times in the week, though 
ina very difordered ftate of health, 
In fpring 1757, he travelled northward, and into Scet« 

and, where he leet a very kind reception from many 
of the minifters, who were gathered in eral affemb): 
and from the Lord Commifioner Lora Cathars himfeli, 
From Scatlend he again went into Ireland, where he had 3 
narrow efcape from the Popith rabble of Dublix, after 
preaching a loyal as well as a gracious fermon, But 1 
&¢ Jeft (fays he) my perfecutors to his mercy, who of per- 
fecutors has often made preachers. J pray GOD, I may 
thus be avenged of them.” After traverfing many parte 
of Ireland, he came again into England, preaching as he 
journeyed, and arrived at Loxden in Ostobert 1757. Here 

¢ continued his work, in very ilJhealth: © I am brought 
now (fays he in a letter) to the fhort allowance of preach~ 
ing but ‘once a day, and thrice on a Sunday.” 

a the year 1758, be vifited Wales and Scotland, and re~ 
turned to London about the end of Ofober, where he con- 
tinued the fucceeding winter; and in the middle of Afay, 
1759, he again opened his {pring campaign (as he termed 
it) at Drift rom thence he paffed again to Scotland in 

€ is vifit to Scotland this r, gave occafion to a 
fage, which was much for bis honor, and a full confu- 
tation of the mercenary motives afcribed to him by fome of 
his adverfaries. One Mifs Hunter, a young lady of confi- 
derable fortune, made a full offer to him of her eftate, 
both money and lands, amounting to about feven thoufand 
unds, which he roufly refufed. And upon his re~ 
finfing it for himfelf, the offered it to him for the benefit of 
his Orphan-Houfe in Georgia, which he alfo abfolutely re- 
fufed, ‘Thefe fa@s the compiler [fays Dr. Gillies, mean- 
ing himfelf] has from undoubted authority. He {pent the 
‘winter in London, and got his chapel enlarged. larch 14, 
3760, he made a collection at his chapel and tabernacle, o' 
above four hundred pounds, for the diftrefled Pruffans, 
who had fuffered fo much from the cruelty of the Rufians, 
at Newmark, Coftrin, &%c. In fammer 1760, he went into 
GleucelerfBire and Wales, and from thence to Brifel. 
‘When he preached at the tabernacle in Briffe/, there were 
more in evenings than it could well hold; and in the 
fields His congmetions confifted of not lefa than ten thou- 
fand. In Aferch 1760, he made colletions in Lendon of 
above four hundred pounds for the diftrefled Proteftants in 
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Pruffie; and in February 1461, of five hundred and Gxty= 
pte acl pened FoR Gaiman Proteliants and for fetes 
ers by fire at Bgfon in New England. 

‘During great part of this and the former year he labored 
nndergreat weakhefsandinfirmity of body. Hetooka fhort 
voyage to Holland in 17623 and the fea-air greatly braced 
aod Tengthened him, infomuch that he was able to preach: 
again with bis nfual alacrity. In 1763 he travelled north- 
wards and to Scotland, at length from Greeneck failed 
again to Virginia, where he arrived in 4uguft, From bence 
he went up and down in America, preaching as often as his 
ftrength could bear, and arrived at Zoffon in Pebruary 1764. 
From thence he went flowly, as the year declined, through 
the Continent to Georgia, where he employed himfelf about 
his favorite Orphan-Houfe and college, till February 1 76 5. 
when he travelled northward, and at length failed from 
New-York to England, where he arcived in Fuly. In Odfober, 
he opened Lady Huntingdon’s new chapel at Bath. 

From this time to the beginning of September 1769, he 
‘was employed, as often as th permitted, in his ufual 
Jabors; and then for the feventh and lait time embarked 
for America. Here he fpent his laft efforts for the promul- 
gation of the gofpel, and at Jength departed this life, in 
a fit of the afthma, at Newb: ‘ort, in New-England, on 
the goth of September, n7ZOs wi his remains were depo~ 
Gred. He was nor full fifty-fix at the time of his death; 
but thirty-four years however of that time he had {pent 
in the miniftry. As to his perfon, he was graceful, and 
well proportioned: His ftature above the middle fize. His 
complexion was very fair. His eyes were of a dark 
blue colour, and fmall, but fprightly. He had a fquint 
with one of them, occafioned either by the ignorance, 
or the careleffnefs of the nurfe who attended him in the 
meafles, when he was about four years old. His features 
were in general good and . His countenance was 
manly, and his voice exceeding rong; yet both were fof- 

‘with an uncommon degree of fweetnefs. He was 
always very clean and neat, and often faid pleafantly «« that 
awminifter of the gofpel ought to be without fpot.” His 
deportment was decent and eafy, without the leaft fiffnefs 
or formality: And his polite marmer made his 
company univerfally agreeable. In his youth he was very 
flender, and moved his body with great agility to ation, 

. faitable to his difcourfe: But, about the fortieth year of his 
age, he began to grow corpulear; which however was folely 
the effect of his difeae, being always, even to a proverb, 
yemarkable 
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"Bie eloquence was very great, and of the treft and nobleft 
kind, le was utterly devoid of all appearance of affecta- 
tion. He feemed to be quite unconfcious of the talents he- 
feed. ‘The importance of his fabject, and the regard 
due to his hearers, all his concern, He {pake 
Vike one who did not feek their applaufe, but was concerned. 
for their belt interefts, and who, from a principle of un- 
feigned love, earneftly endeavored to lead them in the right 
way. And the effect in fome meafure correfponded to the 
They did not amufe themfelves with commending 
his difcourfes; but being moved and perfuaded by what he 
faid, entered into his views, felt his pions, and were wile 
ling, for that time at leaft, to comp! yyith all his requefts. 
‘This was efpecially remarkable at hia charity fermons, 
when the moft worldly-minded were madeto part with their 
money in fo generous a manner, that when they rererned 
to their former temper, they were ready to think that it 
had been conjured from them by fome inexplicable charm. 
The charm, however, was nothing ¢Jfe than the power 
of his nacural eloquence, in which reff it is not eafy to 
fay, whether be could be much ither in antient or 
modern times. 
He had a trong and mufical voice, and a wonderful 
‘command of it. lig pronunciation was not only pro- 
ry but manly and graceful. Nor was he ever at a lofs 
Ror the moft natural and ftrong expreffions. Yet thefe in 
him were but lower qualities. ‘The grand fources of his 
uence were an exceeding lively imagination, which 
le people think they faw what he defcribed; an aétion 
#ill more lively if poffible, by which, while every accent 
of his voice {poke to the ear, every feature of hie face, 
every motion of his hands, and every geftare {poke to the 
eye; fo that the moft diffipated and thoughtlefs found their 
attention involuntarily fixed, and the dulleft and moft ig- 
norant could not but underftand, He had likewife acertain 
elevation of mind, which raifed him equally above praife 
and cenfure, and added authority to whatever he 
faid* But what was the moft important of all, 











* The natura of this chriftian fortitude we have in his Let- 
ter CCLXEXIN. ** knows how he will be pleafed 
to. difpofe of me great affitions I am fare of having; anda fud- 
dendexth, bledad be GOD, will not be terrible. I know that my Re 


ddeemer liveth. I every di to fee him, that I may ba free from 
Seem EESS or tin aad exioy Eien, without invewaptom, for ever 
he 
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he had a heart ly exercifed in all the focial, as watt 
as the pious and religious affeCtions, and was at the fame 
time moft remarkably communicative, by which means he 
ras peculiarly fitted to awaken like feelings in others, and 
to fympathize with every one that had \ 

reat was the lamentation in the religious world upon 
his death, and numerous were the fermons preached upon, 
that occafion. But for a fall and pathetic account of thefe, 
we muft refer our Readers to the large account of his life 
publifbed by the reverend Dr, Gillies. 

His Sermons, Tracts, and Letters, written at intervals, 
from the year 1734 t0 1770, conftitute his written Wonks + 
And thet have een publithed in fix volumes, 8vo, fincea 
his death. 


JOHN GILt, D. D. 


Tm. bag and Ishoriogs divine wa oe 7 Raters 
ang, in Northam; ure, Nevember 23, O. S. 1697- 
As porckte were Edward Gill and Elvabets kis wife, whore 
maiden name was Walker. were religious and pious 
perfons; whofe circumftances did not reach affluence, but 
‘were above contempt. His father wasa deacon of the 
Baptift meeting at KXestering; and was eminent for his 
grace, piety, and holy converfation. He firft became = 
ember of 2 congregation in the fame place, confilting of 
Prefbyterians, Independents and Baptifts : In which congre- 
gation, befides the paftor of it, there was a teaching elder 
of the Baptift denomination, Mr. William Wallis, who 
‘was the iniftrator of baptifin by immerfion, to fuch 
adult perfons as defired it. For fome time this mixed con- 
ition continued in peace and harmony : but, at Jength, 
c i and feparated. Mr. Wallis became paitor 
to of the Baptift fuafion ; and this was the rife 
and foundation of the ift tion at Kettering. 
About the time of thefe troubles, Mr. Edward Gill, who 
‘was one of thofe that had feparated, eutered into the marri« 
age ftate: And as thofe diffentions preffed him much, and 
he was often revolving within himfelf the condition and 
cireumftances of this Little meeting lately fet up, which 
had but a {mall beginning 5 and what muft be the confe- 
quence of things 5 had itrong impreffions upon his mind, 
the child, his wife now became preguant with, would 
. ie 
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éa fon, and prove of eminent diftiniion in the Baptift pro- 
feffin. He was even ftrongly perfuaded, that this child 
er of the word: And he always retained 
‘when things feemed to be unpromifing. 
He had other impulfes, relative to his fon, and to other per- 
fons and things; which had their exaét accomplifhment + 
And this muft be acknowl] byalt who knew him, that 
he was not a man of a fanciful and melancholy difpotitions 
nor given toenthufafn, We take this, however, and the 
following paffages from the author of the ‘Summary of 
his life, &e.” and leave them to the judgement of our Rea- 
lers. 

‘The morning this firft-born fon of his was brought into 
the world, one Chambers, a woodman, came to his houle 
with a load of faggots for fuel: And, as he was unloadin; 
his faggots, ‘Mre Gill came out of his houfeto him, and, 
with a great deal of joy, told him, that he had a fon born 
to him that morning. “At that very moment, as the wood- 
man affirmed, a ftranger paffed by whom he never faw be~ 
fore, nor fince, who added, ‘ Yes, and he will be « {cholar 
too, and all the world cannot hinder it.’ ‘Ihis the wood- 
man, who was reckoned a man of fobriety, honefty, and 
veracity, conftantly and confidently affirmed at different 
times, ‘without vatiation: And even, years after, when 
inquired of concerning it; nor could he hie any finifter 
end in contriving fuch a ftory, and perfifting init. How 
ever, Mr. Gil?s fon, as foon as he was capable of inftruc~ 
tion, difcovered a very great aptitude for learning, and im~ 
bibed it as faft as it could be given: So that he was quickly 
out of the reach, and in no need of a common teacher of 
children. He was therefore fent to the grammar fchool, 
very early; which he attended with uncommon eagernefs 
and diligence: Infomuch that he foon not only tanfcended 
his co-evals, but diftanced even greatly his feniors. Here 
he continued till he was about eleven yzars of ages durin, 
which time, notwithftanding the tedious manner in whic! 
hia grammatical knowledge was conveyed, he, befides going 
through the comnton {choo!-books, read feveral of the chiet 
Latin claffics, and made a confiderable proficiency in the 
Greek: So that he began to be talked of as a youth of learn- 
ing; and was known by feveral of the neighboring clergy, 
by whom he was fometimes examined at a bookfeller’s fhop 
(which he conftantly frequented on market-days, when 
only it was opened); to which he fo regularly repaired, for 
the fake of confulting different authors, that it became an 
foal affeveration with the common people in ths town; 
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le left the grammar f{chool rather early in life. The 
eccafion was this: The fchool-mafter infifted, that the 
children of difénting parents, as well as others, fhould go 
with him to church, on week-days, at the hours of prayer: 
Upon which the children of diffenters were takenaway from 
the fchool, and he am thereft. Thofe diffenters, who 
were in affluent circam fent their children to dif 
tant parts for their further education: But this was not the 
cafe with his ts. This was avery difc ‘ing cir- 
cumftance, Several ways and means were thought of by 
his friends ; but all proved fruitlefs. Some efforts were 
made by minifters, both of other denominations and of 
his own, to get him upon one or other of the funds in Lom 
don, and that he might be fent to one of their feminaries 
of learning. ‘To this end accounts of his progrefs in lite- 
ature were fent up to town: But the anfwer returned by 
way of objection was, that he was too young ; and, fhould 
he continue, as it might be fappofed he would, to make 
fach rapid advances in his ftudies, he would go through the 
common circle of learning before he could be capable of 
taking care of himfelf, or of being employed in any public 
fervice. If any credit can be given to the ftory of the 
woodman, concerning what the ftranger faid on the morn- 
ing of his birth, which feemed to fuppofe that fome difi- 
ea ities and Sbibections would be thrown in the way of his 
ecoming a fcholar, they now began to appear. And yet, 
notwithtlanding all this, fuch was his deGire of jearning, 
that he not only retained what knowledge of the Latin and 
Greek languages he had acquired, but he improved himfelf 
in both, by conftantly reading all fach books in thofe lan- 
ages, ashe could obtain. in procefs of time he ftudied 
,ogic, Rhetoric, Moral and Natural Philofophy. He 
likewife, fio Marte, learned the Hebrew langu: with- 
ut any living affiftance, by the help of Buxtorf’s Gram 
mar and Lexicon, With only thefe, he furmounted the 
chief difficulties of that language: And could foon read the 
‘Hebrew Bible with great eafe and pleafure. In this Ian« 
guage he always took peculiar delight. He read books, in 
warious branches of literature, in the Latin tongue, toim- 
ove his mind with whatfoever was ufeful: And particu- 
arly fyftems of divinity. For fome few years his time was 
daily divided: Part of it was employed in his father’s bufi- 
nefs; and the other part of it in clofe ftudying. And thus he 
went on, till he had nearly attained to the nineteenth yr 
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wf bis age. It ix now timeto look back, and take fome 
hotice of the religious turn of his mind, and of his inquiries 
after divine and fpiritual things. He had flight conviGtions 
of fin, and occaftonal thoughts of 2 future ftate, from his 
childhood. Sometimes he was terrified with the fear of 
death, hell, and eternity; and itrangely elated with think- 
ing on the joys of heaven, the glories of another world, 
and the happinefs of faints made perfe& above. But thefe 
impreflions were, for fome time, both fuperficial and tranfi- 
tory. When he was about twelve years of age, the work- 
ings of his mind became more ferious, fettled and effectual: 
And efpecially after hearing a fermon of Mr. William 
Walliva, ou Gen, iis 9. the Lord GOD called unto 
dam, and faid unto him, where art thon? For a while it 
was, a3 it were, continually ringing in his ears, « Man, 
where art thou? What a wretcl ate and condition art 
thou iné How miferable wilt thou be, living and dying, 
in an unconverted ftate!" Hence he ufed to call Mr. Wallity 
if any man, his fpiritual father, who died foon after. And 
now he began clearly to fee the depravity of his nature; 
the exceeding finfulnefs of fin; his need of Chrif, and fal~ 
vation by him; and of a better righteoufncfs than his own; 
even the righteoufnefs of Cérif?, to be rectived by faith: 
And ina fhort time he was favored with a comfortable hopa 
and faith of intereft in Him, from feveral exc ig great 
and precious promifes, powerfully applied to his foul. It 
‘was, moreover, his happy lot, to have his mind early irra- 
diated with the light and knowledge of evangeli¢ truths, by 
means of the miniftry of feveral gofpel-preachcrs in thole 
parts of the country, whom at times he had the opportunity 
of hearing: And thefe truths, coming to him with power, 
failed not of freeing him from the bondage of the law, and 
of filling him with joy and peace in believing; yet though 
he early arrived to fatisfa&tion in his mind a ut his eter 
nal ftate, he did not make a public profeffion of religion 
until he was almoft nineteen years of age; partly by reafon 
of his youth for fome time, and the folemnity of a pro- 
feffion; and chiefly in the latter part of this period of his 
life, becaufe he  percenved the eye of the people was upon 
him te call him forth to the miniftry, as foon as they con- 
yeniently could; their then prefent paftor being greatly 
involved in worldly bufinefs, and one who much needed 
affiftance. “ 

November 1, 1716, he made a public profeffion of his 
faith in Cari, by declaring to the cory negation with which 
he ftood connetted, t a ings of © 1D with his foul, 
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to their fatisfagtion: And was the fame day baptized (ac« 
cording to the mode and principles in which he had been 
educated) by their paflor, Mr. Thomas Wallis, who fuc- 
ceeded his father Mr. William [Vallis in that office. 

‘The Lord’s-day following, November 4th, he was re- 
ceived a member into the congregation, and partoole with 
them of the Lord’s fupper : In the eventing of that days at 
a meeting of prayer in a private houfe, he read the fifty- 
third chapter of ‘J/aiah, as fuitable to the fervice of t! 
day, and expounded fome of it: And, at the clofe 
of the meeting, fome of them addreffed him to this pur- 
pofe, * Friend, we take this as a beginning of the exercife 
of your minifterial gift, which we are perfuaded the Lord 
has beftowed upon you,’ And accordingly, the next 
Lord’s-day, in the evening, at the fame place, he deli- 
vered a fermon on 1 Cor. il. 2. For J determined not toknow 
any thing among you, fave Fefes Chrift, and bimtrucified. 
For a few days he continued preaching in this private 
manner : But the congregation foon called him to exercife 
his soinifterial sift in public, and fent him forth as a minif- 
ter of the word. 

Quickly after this, at the motion of fome of his friends 
at London, who had feen and converfed with him in the 
country, he removed to Higham-Ferrers, about fix or 
feven computed miles from Kettering. His view, and 
what inclined him to attend to this motion, was to carry 
on bis ftudies under Mr. Fobn Davis, with whom he was 
to board ; a gentleman of I ling, and who now taught 
in that place fome branches of Trerature; being lately 
come from /Vules, and fettled paftor of a new Baptift con- 
giegation lately formed at Higham. In this view, however, 

oung Mr. Gil! was difappointed ; but the defign of Mr. 
Gure friends in London ia this removal of kim, was, 
chiefly to be affifting in this new meeting, and to the 
oung people in it, and to preach occafionally in the ad~ 
Jacent villages. Here he continued the year following : 
‘And in this time, and at chat place, ve contracted ac 
juaintance with a young gentlewoman of great piety ani 
food fenfe, whofe name was Elizabeth Negus ; by momber 
of the new gathered fociety, and whom he married in 
1718, ‘The do&or was always of opinion, that his mar- 
riage with this excellent » was the principal thing 
for which GOD in his providence fent him to that place ? 
And he ever confidered his marriage to her, as one of the 
capital bleffings of his life, For the proved affeGtionate, 
ditcreet, and careful: And, by her unremitting arin 
ta 
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‘took off from his hands all domeftic avocations, fo that he 
could, with more leifure, and greater eafe of mind, purfue 
his ftudies, and devote himfelf to his minifterial fervice. 
‘This wife of his youth lived with him unto the year 1764,* 
and by her he had many children, all of whom died in 
their infancy, except three: One of which, whofe name 
was Elinabeth (a mot lovely and defirable child for perfon, 
fenfe, and grace) died Afay 30, 1738, when fhe had en- 
tered into the thirteenth year of her age. Her funeral fer- 
mon was preached by her father from 1 The/i. iv. 13) 14+ 
and was prioted, with an account of fome of her choice 
experiences. Mr. Gill, during his abode at Higham-Fer~ 
rers, very frequently preached at X¢ttcring; which, as 
before obferved, ia but fix or feven miles diftant. ‘The 
circumMances of the paftor there requiring affiftance, Mr. 
Gil, quickly after his marriage, wholly removed thither + 
‘Where his wniniftry, from the beginning, had been bleffed, 
not only to the comfort, but to the converfion of many, 
But his continuance here was not long ; for, in the hegin- 
ning of the year 17395 the Baptift congregation at For/ly- 
down, Southwark, being deprived of their pattor by the 
death of Mr. Benjamin Stintcn, fome of the members, 
hearing of Mr. Gili, defired a friend of his to write to him, 
and invite him to give them a vifit, and preach to them 5 
which he did, in the months of pri] and Muy, the fame 
year; and then returned into the country. “About two 
months after, the mecting at Hox/ly down wrote to himy 
requefting his return to them in the month of duguft; 
which he complied with, and continued preaching to them? 
tilt about Afichachnas: When they made choice of him 
to be their paftor, and called him, young as he was, to 
the exercife of that office; which, after taking fome time 
for confideration, he accepted of. And now he met with 
much trouble and great oppofition from many; partly on 
account of his yout (he not being quite twer 
of age), and_! lefty becnute of his evangel y 
preaching. But GOD was with him, and blefled his mi- 
niftry to the converfion of many fouls ; fo that large addi- 
tions were made to the fociety, year after year, for a 
confiderable time. In 1723, wi he was between twen- 
ty-five and twenty-fix years of age, it was the will of 
GOD to vifit him with an heétic fever, and other difor- 
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Hers of body; which greatly wafted and confumed hit, 
eet duestescd his life: Bus it pleafed GOD to blefe the 
means made ufe of, and to reftore him to health again, 

Tepleafed GOD (as the Reader muft have obferved fram 

the account already given} to endue him with ftrong 
mental powers and with an eager and intenfe defire after 
improvement in knowledge. As he w up in life, he 
rfued his ftudies with indefatigable diligence, and the 
elofeft application: By which means, under the blefing of 
GOD, fe attained to a very faperior degree of folid and 
“pfefal learning, and acquired an eftablifees charaéter for 
it, amongft the learned of all denominations. His natural 
and acquired abilities were very confiderable. He had a 
quick and clear underftanding, a folid and penetrating judge~ 
ment, a fertile invention, with a ftrong, capacious, and un- 
commonly retentive memory. Bleffed with thele gifts he 
was enabled to improve them to the glory of GOD, which 
was the grand object he had in view. ur, above all, hig 
foul was enriched with a confiderable meafure of js and 
the gifts of the Holy Spirit ; whereby he was abundantly 
fitted and qualified for, and made an able Miniiter of the 
New Veftunent, He was favored with a large experience 
of the grace of GOD; great acquaintance with the {crip~ 
fares; and clear light into the gotpel of res Chrift. 

Asa minifter, his deportment in the pulpit was grave and 
folemn: His languaze plain and expreffive: His method 
natural and cafy: His reafoning ftrong and nervous: His 
addrefles affectionate: His matter fubftantial, clear and 
confiftent, well digefted, and delivered with prest fluency 
and accuracy, which failed not to command and fix the 
attention of his hearers, In prayer, he poured out his 
foul with great trecdom and fervency, with much impor- 
tunity, fimiliarity and liberty; and, like another Apol/es, 
was mighty in the fcriprares, and had the tongue of the 
Jearned to fpeak a word in feafon, The great doétrines of 
the gofpel which he efpoufed, and which heat firft fet out 
with in the work of the Lord, and conftangly and firmly 
abode UE through life, even unto death; were fuch as re- 
fpeét a Trinity of perfons in the Godhead—particular and 
perfonal ele€tion—the everlafting love of GOD —the coe 
venant of grace—the fall of Adam, and the confequences 
of it—particular redemption, through the incarnation, 
obedience, fufferings, death, refu ion and interceffion 
of the San of GOD—pardon through his blood~~juftifi- 
ation by his righteoufnefs—the efficacious grace of the 
Holy Spirit in regeneration—the pericverance of the faints 
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in grace to glory—the refurrection of the dead-—and eter~ 
nal tife—thefe truths, with all thofe do&rines connected 
with or dependent on them, this faithful fervant of iis 
Chrift did conftantly labor to explain, iluftrate, and defend: 
At the fame time, never: ‘omitting to recommend and enforce 
the feveral duties which are enjoined us in the facred ora- 
cles of eternal truth. He did not fhun to declare the whole 
counfel of GOD, and kept back nothing that might be 
profitable to the people ; conftantly affirming, that thofe 
who believe fhould be careful to maintain good works. His 
miniftry, by the bleffing of GOD, was very much owned, 
and greatly fucceeded to the awakening, converfion, com- 
fort, inftraction, edification, and eftablifhment of many, 
who enjoyed the opportunity of attending upon it. 

As a paftor, he conftantly and carefully watched over 
the fiock committed to his » and of which he had 
taken the overfight, with great affection, fidelity and loves 
and filled up his place in the boufe of GOD with honor and 
plete In this office he continued te his death above 

-oné years; laboring, with grea it affiduity, for the good 
of Toutes carnettly contending for the faith once delivered 
to the faints; and zealoufly concerned for the honor of the 
Redeemer, his caufe and intereft in the world. And no- 
thing more filled him with grief, than when the divinity of 
the Son of GOD was denied, or any attempts made to Jef 
fen, or fink the dignity of his perfon, the virtue and off- 
cacy of his blood, and of that full and complete falvation 
that is alonein him. Nor was he in the leaft moved from 
the glorious truths of the gofpel, by the fubtilty of any 
of its adverfaries, He expreffed the comfort he received 
from thofe words in 4/5 xx. 24. But none of thefe things 
move me; neither count I my life dear to mvjclf, fe that I might 
Sinifh ney courfe with joy, and the minifiiy which I have received 

fe Lord refius, to teftify the golpel of the grae of GOD. 
nd through divine grace he was enabled to hold out to the 
and valiantly to contehd for the truth on earth. 

s an author, he difcovered uncommon abilities. His 
numerous pyblications, all written with his own hand, are, 
and will be, ftanding proofs of his indefatigable induftry. 
Indeed, his labors were fo numerous, that it may well ap- 

ar, to pofterity, almoft incredible, that any one perfon 

hould be the author of them. Efpecially confidering the 
vaft variety of authors he mult have read: As appears b 
the many criticifms he has made on the fanguages, in whic! 

the feriptures were written. The judicious elucidations 

of the hiftorical parts of fcripture, the clear explanation. 
ol 
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of the es and metaphors, the parables and prepheciess 
the iltui baci of the truths, doérinal and practical, to 
be found in his elaborate and voluminous Expofition of the 
Old and New Teftaments; fufficiently fhew, that this emi- 
nent minitter of the gofpel had, by an uncommon bleffing 
upon bis Isbors, attained to a large compafé of ufeful know~ 
ledge.—Great was his acquaintance with the facred ferip~ 
tures; with Piacoa learning; the Oriental tongues; the 
rites and cufioms of eaftern nations; Greek and Roman 
ets and hiftorians; the liberal arts and fciences; eccle- 
Faftical hiftory ; the writings of the fathers, and the fe+ 
veral controverfies carried on in defence of chriftianity. 
Mis writings were not only received with great approbation 
in thefe kingdoms, but alfo in various parts of America. 
‘Many were the letters he received from the minifters and 
others in thofe parts, expreffing the high elteem they had 
for him and his works, and the reat benefit they received 
from his Jabors, He was much+folicited to cultivate an 
extenfive correfpondence; but this he was obliged to de~ 
cline, a: it would have proved tco yicat an «vocation from. 
his ftudies, His controverfial tra€is abundantly difplay his 
confummate ability J 4:ill in pointing out the evil nature 
and tendency of crroneous principles; the weaknefs and 
fallocy of the 2-saments brought to fap ort them, and the 
inconclufiv nefs of the objections rait ee againft the truths 
and in clearly flating and folidly defending the gofpels fa 
ns to filence its adverfacies, and confirm the jaithful in their 
adherence to Chriff and his 1eligion. ‘The numerous fer- 
maons, publifhed by hit, are fraught with rich, folid, evan~ 
gelical truths; deep chriftian experience; and the moft co~ 
gent motives to every good word and work, ‘The Body of 
Doéhinal and Practical Divinity, which he lived to fee fi- 
nifled and publifhed, fhews his profound, clear, and ex- 
tenfive undcritanding in the a ies of GOD; the re- 
{pottive branches of practical jou; the nature, ufe, and 
extent of the divine law; and the pofitive inftitutions of 
Fefes Chr: % 
Notwithftanding his exalted attainments, he was meek 
and humble, of a tender and fympathizing {pirit; weeping 
with thofe that wept; and rejoicing with them that re- 
joiced: Ever ready to acknowledge, that all he had, of 
parts, learning, and grace, was freely beftowed upon him 
by that GOD, from whom comes every good and perfec 
gift. His converfstion quite through life, wag honorabla 
and ornamental; fach as became the gofpe! of Chrif, which 
be profedfed and labored in, His aft Jabors, among the 
peopla 


















G tI Lk 457 


peopte of his care, was from that part of the fong of Ze + 
ebarias, the firft chapter of Ewke, the latter part of the 
77th verfe, and former part of the 78th verfe. By t’e re- 
mifion of their _fins,—thr ough the tender mercy of onr GOID.~ 
“This was the laft text he preached fiom. is health had 
been on the decline for fome time; and he himielf thought 
his work was donc. “Fhe decay of nature was, however, 
very gradual. His complaint was lofs of appetite; and 
frequently a violent pain in his itomach: His appetite 
continued to fail more and more, at lait, for fome 
time before his death, ic was totally loft, le bore his 
vifitation with great patience, compofure, and refigna~ 
tion of mind to the divine will; without uttering the 
Jeatt complaint; without ever faying to GOD, II but dec 
thou ? 

He could have wifhed to have finifhed the fong of Za- 
charias, and allo the dying fong of good old Simeon, in 
which, he thought, there was fomething fimilar to hi 
own caie. And etpecially he longed to be at his Mune di- 
mittis; Now teste thou Servant depart in peace; with 
what follows. “his was much upon his mind, and he 
thought, fhould he live to go through that, it might be, 
GOD woul then give him his difmiffion, and let him alto 
depart in peace.—ut his decline increafing daily upon 
him, he grew weaker and weaker; fo that he could not 
proceed in his delightful work: .\nd yer, notwithfanding 

e was rendered incapable of appearing in pubhe, he con- 
tinued to be employed in his ttudy, till within two or 
three weeks of his death; and always appeared calm, 
ferene, and chearful. His faith was fteady, and his hope 
firm, to the lait.—To a relation he thas exprefted hi 
felf: «I depend wholly and alone upon the free, fovereigny 
eternal, unchangeable, and everlatting love of GOI); the 
firm and everlaiting covenant of grace, and my inrerett in 
the perfons of the ‘Trinity; for my whole falvation: And. 
not upon any righteoufnels of my own, uor any thing in 
me, or done by me under the influences of the Holy Spirits 
nor upon any fervicea of mine, which I have been affifted 
to perform for the good of the church; but upon my in- 
tereft in the perfons of the ‘I'rinity, the perfon, blood and 
righteouinefs of Céri/?, the free grace of GOD, and the 
bleffings of grace ftreamjng to me through the blood and 
righteoufnefs of Chriff; aq the gcound of my hope. Thefe 
are ho new things with me; but what I have been tony 
acquainted with; what 1 can live and die by. And this 
you may tell to any of my friends. —IJ apprehend, I fhall 
pot be long hers,” H 

le 
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He expreffed himfelf nearly in the fame manner to other 
friends. To one that vi him, he faid, ‘ I have no~ 
thing to make me uneafy 2” And repeated the following 
lines from Dr. Watts, e 

«© He rais’d me from the deeps of fin, 
‘The gates of gaping hell: 

And fix'd my ftanding more fecure 
‘Than "twas before | fell.” 

‘This tranquillity of foul, and inward joy and peace of 
mind, never left him. The last words he was heard to 
fpeak were, **O my Father, my Father.” And then gent- 
ly he fell afleep in ‘Ye/us, without a Ggh or groan, on the 
r4th day of Ofober, 1771, at his houfe in Camberwell, Sur- 
ry 3 aged feventy-three years, ten months and ten day 

His Works, and Cuaracrer. Jn the year, 1724, 
he printed a Sermon on the death of Mr. Hobs Smith, from 
Rom. v. 20, 21. which was the firf thing printed by him. 
And another Sermon, in the following year, entitled, 
& The Urim and Zbummim found with Cbrift,” from Dent. 
xxxiii. 8. In 1726. he engaged in a controverfy with Mr. 
Maurice, an independent minifter, upon the mode of bap- 
tifm, at the defire of his friends, who certainly were pleafed 
with fuch abilities, as Mr. Gii/s, engaged on their fide of 
the queftion.—However, we fhall fay nothing more of fuch 
coutroverfies as thefe (which are quite ont of our way, be- 
ing by no means effential to falvation, and as Dr. Gilf him- 
felf appears to have thought by making no fort of reliance 
upon baptitma! modes in the account of his dying hopes 
juft now related) than to deplore, that they fhould ever di- 
vide the real children of GOD, They are but a little 
flock, when united, compared with the world : And they 
‘ought not to do the work of the dogs and wolves, to bite and 
devour one anoihcr. It is with pleafure we communicate 
the extract of a letter with which we have been favored, 
written by the late Mr. Zoplacy toafriend, upon the fub- 
jeét of the Baptifts, which does a juflice to Dr. Gill's 








catholicifm, which we with might be followed by profef- 
In 


fors of a)] denominations*, 





the Beyiifis) tome valuable prions 
hwnble, exumplary chriftians, who love the gofj 
oufnefe, and follow peace with all men. ‘This age bas not prod 

for initance, » more learned, pious, and profeand divine, then the 
late Dr. Gil. He wat, Ibclieve, the greateft man, the Bxptia erer 
enjoyed. And though he wrote 

principle by which his nati 
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In the year 1727. Mr. Gii/ finifhed and publithed his 
Expofition of the Song of Solomon. The year before he 
entered u, this Expoiition, a pamphlet was publifhed 
by Mr, ifien, called, ¢ A Supplement to Mr, JF di/- 
ton’s late Effay towards reftoring the true text of the Old 
"Teftament, Sve.’ 1723, in which he endeavors to difere- 
dit the authority of the book of Salomen's Song, and to 
prove it to be a fpurious book, and not fit to ftand in the 
‘Canon of fcripture, His objections and arguments againft 
the authority of it, are anfwered hy Mr. Gil, in his ine 
troduction to this Expofition; or rather in his expofition 
of the firft verfe of the book, which contains the title of 
it. Whether Mr. Whiffon ever faw this work, is not cer- 
tain ; it feems as if he had not, by a remarkable and very 
ftrange paflage in the memoirs of his own life and writings, 
publuhed by himfelf; Part IF. p. 575, which fhews 
obftinate and inveterate oppofition to this facred book, to 
the lait: His words are thefe, ‘ About 4wguf this year 

1748) 1 was informed of one Dr. Gill, a particular or 
‘alvinift Baptift, of whofe fkill in the Oricnta/ Janguages 
I had heard a great charaéter: So I had a mind to hear him 

reach: But being informed that he had written a fulio 

ack on the Canticles, 1 declined to go to hear him? A 
wife reafon indeed! The firft edition of Mr. Gi/f's Expo- 
fition of the Seng of Solomon was publifhed in 1728, with 
a tranflation of the Cha/dee paraphrafe, or Targum of that 
book, and with notes upon it. In 1751, a new edition 
of it was publithed, in quarto, more correét, and with fome 
additions. His worthy, pious, learned, and ingenious friend, 
the reverend Mr. Yames Hervey (in bis Toeren and A/pafia, 
Vol. IIl. p. 145. edit. 5.) was pleated to give this high 
encomium of it; ¢ It has fuch a copious vein of fandifed 
jnvention running through it, and is interfperfed with fuch 
a variety of delicate and brilliant images, as cannot bat 
highly entertain a curious minds which prefents us alfo, 
with fuch rich and charming difplays of the glory of Ghriffs 

erfon, the freenefs of his grace fo finners, and the ten- 
Semnefs of his love to the church, as cannot but adminifter 
the moft exquifite delight to the believing foul.—Confi- 
dered in both thefe views, I think the work refemblea the 
paradifticel garden defcribed by AZiiton, in which, 

® Bloffoms and fruits at once of golden hue 
« Appear’d, with gay cnamel'd colors mix'd.* 





the mof part, in hisown defence. And I can repeat it, to his honor, 
that, intimate with him as I was, I never, fo much as once, heard 


bim drop a fingle biog, in all our eouveriations, Co ae 


abo GI tk s 
A third edition of the Expofition was publithed in 1767, 
with many additions. 1, 

In the year 1728, he publithed a Treatife concerning the 

ophecies of the Old Tefiament refpeéting the ‘Mafad. 
we occafion of which was this: In 1724, a Book ‘was pub- 
Tithed, called, * A Difcourfe of the Grounds of the Chrif- 
tian Religion, &c.” wet known to be written by ushony 
Cettins Ef; 2 deiftical writer. Many anfwers were writ= 
ten to one part or other of this book: To which the au- 
thor replied, in another book, called, * ‘he Scheme of 
Kiteral Prophecy confidered, &z.’ publifhed in 1727, which 
was chiefly pointed at Dr. Edward Chanaler, bifhop of 
Durbam, who had written againft the former: It was to 
this Latter book, chiefly, t, Gill made anfwer, and to 
which he was led by the following incident: A certain gen- 
teman afferted in converfation, that no Calvinift could 
write in this controverfy to any advantage. What his rea- 
fon was, for o faying, or whether any was afigned by him, 
iz not remembered. Some of Mr. Giif’s friends being pre- 
fent, thought of him; and took an opportunity of mov- 
ing it to him, and importuned him to engage in this con- 
troverfy, Upon which he preached a fer of fermons on 
the prophecies relating to the AMcfich, in a regular order, 
fuited to the hiftory of the life of ‘cfus; and then made ex~ 
traéts out of them, which he publifhed ander the title of 
«¢ The Prophecies of the Old ‘'eftament, refpecting the 
Meffah, confdered and proved to be literally fulfilled in Fe~ 
fus;” in anfwer to the above book, This work of his met 
with the approbation of fome men of learning and judge- 
ment, and even of the very perfon above mentioned, whofe 
affertion was the occafion of it. A lift and catalogue of 
the various picces publifhed suring this controverfy, was 
coltected by that moft indefatigable inquirer after hooks, 
the learned Faby icius, Of Hamburgh, in his Salutaris Lux 
Evangelii, Se. Cs 9. P» 1739 Few Hamburgh, 173% 

The minifiry of Mr. Gi being acceptable not only 
to his own people, but likewife to many of other domi- 
nations ; fome gentlemen moved among themfelves to fer 
up a lecture on fome day in the week, that they might 
have the opportunity of hearing him.” Accordingly, fe- 
veral met together, and forming themfelves into a foci- 
ety, agreed to have a leGtare on Weduefday evenings, and 
fet on foot a fubfcription to fupport it. “Upon their in- 
vitation, Mr. €i/ undertook that leGurefhip, and con- 
ginued in it with great conftancy, applaufe, and ufeful- 
mel. It was fet up in the year 1729, and he conti- 

i 2 nued 
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aued preaching it (very rarely miffing) until 1756, near 
twenty-feven years: When hie gave it up, by reafon of 
age and multiplicity of work upon his hands; and preach- 

a farewel fermon to the fociety, on Aas: xxvi. 22, 230 
which was publifhed that year. This leture was pro- 
duttive of many of his printed works; not only of fingle 
annual fermons on various fubjeéts, but of whole treatites: 
As on the Trinity, and Juftification, the Caufe of GOD 
and Truth, and of feveral of his Commentaries on fome of 
the books, both of the Old and of the New ‘eftament, of 
ail which more hereafter. 

In 1730, a fet of gentlemen, chiefly of the Independent 
denomination, thought fit to fet up a temporary lecture for 
the winter and {pring feafons following; and chofe nine mi- 
nifters to preach in it, on forme of the moft important doc- 
trines of chriftanity: Each having his fubject allotted to 
him, The minifters were, Mr, Robert Bresge, Mr. Dhemas 
Bradbury, Mr. Fobn Hurrion, Mr. Thomas Hail, Mr. Peter 
Goodwin, Mr.“ Fobn Sladen, Mr. dbrabam Taylor, Mr. 
Samuel Wilfon, and Mr. Fobu Gill, "Vhefe acecpted of the 
invitation given them, and preached two fermons each, on 
the fubject refpectively afigned them: And when they had 
finite’ the courfe of them, the gentlemen defired the fer. 
mons might be printed; which was accordingly done, in 
two volumes 8x2. in 1732. Mr. Gill's fabjeG was the Re 
ferrettion of the Deod. His two fermons upon it have fince 
been printed feparately. In 1731, Mr. Giff publifhed a 
s© Treatile on the Dodirine of Trinity,” which was the 
fubftance of feveral difcourfes delivered on that fubject at 
the Wedne[day Evening Leéture, and published at the re- 
queft of the fociety : “The occafion of which was, the pro- 

4 of Sabellianijm among fome of the Raptifts. In par- 
ticular, one Mr. Davis, a phyfician, and a Baptift mem- 
ber, wrote a treatife called ‘ The great Concern of Few 
and Gentile’ with fome other little pamphlets, which had 
a tendency this way; and which, though very trifling 
things, having {carce any fhew of argument in them, yet 
it feemed expedicnt thcy fhould be taken notice of in the 
courfe of thefe Sermons on the Trinity. A fociety of 

‘oung men, who kept up an exercife of prayer, on Lord’s~ 
lay mornings, at Kir. Gill's meeting-houfe at Hoerfly- 
down, defired him to preach a fermon to them Decem- 
der 25) 1732, Which he did, on the fubje& of Prayer: 
And, in the year following, on the fame day of the month, 
he preached another, to the fame fociety, on finging of 
Pfalms, from 1 Cor. xiv. 3.5. which were fucceffively printed 
at 


ry G Ff Li gs 
at their requeft. Both thefe fermons were, afterwards, ree 
Printed together. 

In 1735, and in the three following years, Mr. Gill pub- 
lifhed his Caufe of GOD and Truth, in four volumes, ofa~ 
vo. Inthe firit part of this work, thofe paffages of feripture 
are confidered, which the Arminians make ufe of in favor 
of their fentiments concerning Ele@tion and Reprobation, 
Original Sin, Redemption, Free-will, and the Perfeverance 
of the Saints; and thé true fenfe of fuch paflages is given, 
and they are vindicated from the falfe gloffes put upon thems 
In the fecond pait, the paflages of fcripture, which are 
made ufe of by the Calvinifts in fupport of their fenfe of 
the above doéirines, are explained, the true meaning of 
them defended, and the cavils of the Arminians anfwered. 
‘The contents of thofe two parts are extracts from fermons 

reached on thofe feveral texts, at the Wednefday Evening 
ure. The third part contains the arguments from rea- 
fon againft thefe do@trines. And the fourth part gives the 
fenfe of the antient fathers, before 4y/fin, concerning thofe 
points. In 1736, was publithed, by an anonymous writer, 
2 pamphlet, called, * Some Doétrines in the Supralap/a- 
vian Scheme examined, é&c.” which Mr. Gil/ an{wered in 2 
tract entitled «* Truth defended, &c.” In 12395 Mr. Gill 
‘was engaged in the baptifmal controverfy with Mr. Samuel 
Browne, a diffenting minifter; all of which we fhall pafs 
over, for reafons already given. In this year he wrote and 
publithed Remarks on Mr. Samuel Chandicr’s Sermon 
preached to the focieties for the reformation of manners, 
relating to the moral nature and fitnefs of thinga. 

‘When Mr. Gill firft came to fettle in London, which was 
in the year 1719, he became intimately acquainted, as he 

ad been in fome meafure before, with that worthy minifter 
of the gofpel, Leet heed Skepp, author of the Divine Ener- 
: The fecond edition of which book, in 1751, Mr. then. 

ir. Gill, revifed, and divided the work into chapters, with 
contents, for the more eafy reading and better underftand- 
ing it; and prefixed a recom: tory preface to it, the 
memory of that excellent man being dear to him. This 
gentleman, though he had not a liberal education, yet, af- 
ter he came into the miniftry, through great diligence and 
indufry, acquired a large hare of knowledge in the Jan- 
guages in which the Bible was originally written: And 
efpecially in the Hebrew language; in which he took im> 
menfe pains, under the direétion of a Jew teacher, and 
even dipped into Rabéixical Hebrew and writings pretty 
deeply. As Mr. Gili had taken great delight m the Pritt 
ow 
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draw language, as before obferved, hie converfation with 
this worthy minifter rekindled a fame of fervent defire to 
obtain a more extenfive knowledge of it ; and efpecially of 
Rabbinical learning, which he then bad but finall acquain- 
tance with, and little notion of any ufefulnefs from it, 
which he now began to perceive, and more fully after~ 
wards. This gentleman dying in a year or two after Mre 
Gill's fixing in Londen, he purchafed moft of his Hebrew 
and Robbinical hocks 3 and pend went to work with great 
eagernefs, in reading them, many others, which he 
afterwards obtained 5, a Fewif> Rabbi he became acquaint~ 
ed with. He plainly faw, that as the New Teftament was 
written by men who had all of them been Jews, and who, 
notwithftanding their being infpired, muft needs retain 
and ufe many of the idioms of their language, and allude 
to rites, ceremonies, and cuftoms peculiar to that people 3 
fo the writings of the ews, efpecially the more antient 
ones, who lived neareft the times of the apoftles, could not 
but be of ufe for the better underftanding the phrafcolog: 
of the New Teftament, and the rites and cuftoms to whic! 
it frequently alludes. With this view, he {ct about read~ 
ing their Zargums, the Mifana, the Talmuds, the Rabbet, 
their antient commentaries, the book of Zour, and what- 
ever elfe, of this kind, he could meet with: And in a courfe 
of between twenty and thirty years acquaintance with 
thofe fort of writings, he colle&ted together a large num= 
her of obfervations. Having alfo gone throngh, in this 
time, moft part of the New ‘leftament, in a way of ex- 
pofition, in the courfe of his miniftry; he put ail toge- 
ther, and in the year 1745 propofed to publith an Expofi- 
tion of the whofe New ‘Teftament, in three volumes, /o- 
dio, And the work meeting with encouragement very 

uickly, it was put to the prefs the fume year, and was 
Gnithed, the firft volume in 1746, the fecond in 17.47, and 
the third in 1748. 

‘Towards the clofe of this work, in 1748, Mr. Gill re- 
ceived a diploma from the Marifcbal college and univerfity 
at Aberdemn, creating him doétor in divinity, on account of 
his knowledge of the fcriptures, of the Oriental languages, 
and of Jewi/> antiquities, as expreffed in the diploma 
Along with which, or quickly after, he received two let 
ters, one from Profeffor Ofbern, principal of the univerfi- 
ty, declaring to him, that on acconnt of his learned de- 
face of the true fenfe of the holy fcriptures again: Deifis 
and Infidels, and the reputation his other works had pro- 
cured him in the lea: world, as fcon as it was mores ts 

their 








aby GFtt.th 
their aniverfity to confer the degree of doctor in diviniey 


on him, it was readily unto: Which motion wat 
declared to be without the knowledge of Mr. Gil/; and 
that he (Dr. Ofborn), as Primarius Profeffor, made a pre~ 
fent to him of what was due to him on fuch a promotions 
‘The other letter was from Profeflor Pollock, profeffor of 
divinity in the fame univerfity, and afterwards principal of 
it: In’which he fignified to Mr. Gill, that their fociery of 
the Mar ifbal college had, with great chearfulnefs, created 
him do@tor in divmity, on account of that fpirit of learn- 
ing which appeared in his excellent Commentary on tho 
New Tcftament ; and congratulated him upon it. 

In 1749) the Door waa engaged in feveral contraver- 
fics re(peGting baptifm with various perfons. A few cir- 
cumftantial things, or fubordinate principles, have occa- 
fioned more difputes in the Chriftian church, than all the 
effentia) or fundamental truths put toy er. In 1752, the 
oor wrote an anfwer to a pamphlet called ‘ Serious 
Thoughts upon the Perfeverance of the Saints;’ written, 
as it after appeared, by Mr. Fobn Willey : Who, in another 

amphiet, dhifted the controverfy, from Perfeverance to 
Br leflination, Mr, Me/icy entitled his piece, ‘ Predefti- 
nation calmly confidered :’ In which he moftly contents 
himfelf with haranguing on reprobation. To this the 
Yo€tor returned an anfwer the fame year, and to the ex~ 
ceptions Mr. ¥%/Iry had made to part of his ‘ Treatife on 
Perfeverance,” refpecting fome paffages of {cripturebrought 
into the controveify ; without aye however, to 
anfwer one argument advanced by the Doétor in vindica~ 
tion of that doftrine. In 1753.3 pamphlet being publifh- 
ed upon the old difpute of baptifm, the Do@or thought 
proper to notice it by publifhing another. In 1755, he re- 
publifhed Dr. Crifp’s works, in two volumes, offave, with 
explanatory notes on fuch paffages as had been exccpted to 
in them, or needed any explanation ; with fome Memoirs 
of the Do@or'slife. ‘In 1756, he quitted his Wednefday- 
Evening Leéture, as before related, and publifhed propo- 
fals for printing his ‘¢ Expofition of the Prophets,” both 
the large and fmaller, in two volumes, folio: And which 
were publifhed in the two following years, 17 5? 17585 
with an Introduétion to them on prophecy, and with a 
Differtation at the clofe of them concerning the Apecry- 
phal wri ng In the year 1757, 2 new mecting-houfe 
‘was erected, in Carter-lane, St. Olave’s-frrect, Southwark 
which was opened Ofcber 9, in the fame year, when two 
fermons were preached by him on Exed. xx. 24. and ipa 

ware 
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‘wards printed, entitled, “ Attendance in Places of refi- 
gious Worthip, where the Divine Name is recorded, en- 
couraged.” In 1762 the Dodtor publifhed ropotals for 
printing the remainder of his Expeftion of the Old Tet. 
tament; beginning at Genefs, and ending with Solemen's 
Song: The firft volume of which was publifhed in the be- 
Binning of the year 17633 the fecond, in the beginning of 
tht year 1764; the third, in the beginning of the year 17653 
and the fourth and laft, in the beginning of the year 1960. 
In the year 1765, the old controverfy about biptifm was 

ain revived, which we Qull pa(s over in Glence, In 1767 


the Doétor publithed a «« ‘ion on the Antiquities of 
the Hebrew Language, Vowel-Points, and Ac- 
cents.” ‘This has been a fubj. much altercation among 
the learned, to whom we Jeave it; only obfer 





1. 
that if net one jot or tittle fhall pafs away from the law til % 
Fulfilled; how came it to pafs, that “af the jots and tittles 
(if the points are fuch) have been removed from the MS 
copies of the law, in the temple and fynagogues ; and, 
by what authority, if they ever were there? But—non 
nofiriim cf tantas componere lites. 

In the fame year, Dr. Gili collated the various paflages of 
the Old Teftament, quoted in the Afj/hna, in the Taimuds, 
both ‘Ferufalem and Babylonian, and in the Rabboth ; an 
extra the variations in them, fiom the modern printed 
text; which he fent to Dr. Keanicott, at Oxford, then collat- 
ing the feveral Hebrew manulcripts of the Old ‘Teftament 
that might be met with inany of the hbraties in Ew ope : and 
which Dr. micott thus acknowledged his receipt of, in 
his ftace of that collation, publifhed im the year 1767: ¢I 
have been highly y obliged by the reverend and fearned Dr. 
Gill, who has ext: and fent me the variations from the 
modern Bibles in the paflages quoted in the Taaud:, both 
of Ferufalem and Babylon, and alfo in the Rabboth: Which 
variations, in thefe anticnt books of the Jews, affe& the 
Hebrew text of the Old Teftament, as the variations in 
the antient chriftian fathers affect the Greek text_of the 
New.’ In the year 1769, he publithed a Body of Doétri- 
nal Divinity, ia two volumes, quartes which contain the 
fubftance oF what he delivered the pulpit to the peo- 
ple under his care, for the {pace of upwards of five year 
‘And he gave the public reafon to expect a third volume, 
then preparing, which would contain a Body of Praétical 
Divinity, and which he propofed to do when he began his 
Courfe of Doérinal Divinity, as his Introduction to that 
fhews. In the year 1770, his Body of Practical Divinity 

Vou. IV. Hh : was 
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Egblithed: Which, with the other two yolames, completes 
is whole fcheme of Divinity; which was the Jaf work 
poblithed by him, 


EDWARD HITCHIN, B.D. 


HIS excellent Minifter and folid Divine was bortf 
about the year 1726, and had the advantage of pious 
rents, who took every pofflible care to fecure to him the 
jneftimable privilege of a mptigious education. Under the 
influence of their precepts example, he was preferved 
from many of thofe finful follies in youth, which are fo 
hard to be thrown off in riper age; and under the impref- 
fions of divine grace, with which GOD was pleafed ta 
blefs the endeavors of his parents, he alfo became truly 
concerned for his eternal falvation at an age, when the ge~ 
nerality of perfons think of pothing but the purfuits of 
the world, and have their pulfe beating high only for va- 
nities and the pleafares of time. It is no wonder, there- 
fore, that, with fuch ferioufnefs of {pirit, and with the 
blefiing of a fine natural underftanding, he fhould with to 
cngage in the higheft fervice for GOD upon earth, and in 
confequence that he fhould cultivate every fuitable means 
.of preparing himfelf for it. By education and principle a 
diflenter, though by grace of a moft catholic and unbigot~ 
ed fpirit, he entered upon the proper ftudies under the di- 
rection of tutors in a diffenting academy, and made fuch a 
Proficiency in them, as would bave doze honor to any fe~ 
minar. be learning, and have ane bia for the ae aif 
tinguithed employmenta in any church, His confcience 
Jed him to his particular profelfion with all its fecular dif- 
advantages; and the con{fcience of {uch men, grounded be- 
yond all doubt upon the moft perfec fincerity, is to be had, 
im reverence even by thofe, whofe ju: ents in fome cir- 
cumftantials may with equal fincerity from them. It 
gives and muft give every fetious mind a fecret and folid fa- 
tisfaétion, that fach men as Hitchin, Hervey, Whitefield, 
Grim/bow, Gill, and others, however they might divide on 
fome points and be diftinguifhed by feveral profeffions, are 
perfectly i aad now, a are become infeparable itu. 
ent meml in g! ‘one general affé: the firfi-borny . 
whofe names are ‘written in Ou ae ces unity of 


Spirit among thofe blefied fouls, who enjoy the Commeuniget, 
ol 
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‘tof the Spirit of Truth, were more evident even here; and 
that every occafion of difcord or difagreement were re- 
moved from among the men, who are to pafs a whole eter- 
nity together in the prefence of GOD, and who will then 
be afhamed (if fhame can enter heaven) that their minds 
and hearts could ever entertain coldnefs, difference, or dif- 
gaft, towards each other upon earth! It certainly is not 
true religion, or real fpirituality, which is the canbe of all 
this ; but the remaining corruptions and the latent or un~ 
fabdued affections of our fallen nature. 

Mr. Hitchin’s piety and minifterial abilities were foon 
noticed, after he appeared as a minifter of the gofpel. He 
fettied early in London, as an affiftant to Mr. Richard 
‘Rewlin, to whom he was highly acceptable, aa well as to 
the flock over which in conjundtion he prefided. An able 
and gracious co-paftor is an excellent advantage to a young 
minilter, both for cerreftion and infradion in rightecufue/s 5 
and, it ay 3, that Mr. Hitchia did not negie@ this ad- 
‘vantage from the friendthip and talents of Mr. Rawlin. 
He grew in and in the improvement of every ufeful 
gift, at the fame time. 

Upon the death of Mr. Mordecai Andrews, Mr. Hitchin 
wag unanimoufly chofen by the congregation to be their 

or in his ftead; and to thit ‘ion he was a faith- 
and able difpenfer of the gofpel of falvation to the day 
of his death. 

He was no thallow divine. He drank deep into the- 
fpring, from whence all true grace and evangelical know- 
ledge ever flowed to the church of GOD. It was his be- 
Iie, and it appears to be a right one, that the people of 
GOD in all ages were fa ‘with every necedury means 
of receiving and underftanding the things which related to 
their eternal peace; and that, though particular difpenfa- 
tions, accommodated to particular times, might vary, yet 
the gofpel and the grace of the gofpel were ever the fame. 
He did not ignorantly think, that Cori# brought in a new 
or a different religion from that, which patriarchs and pro- 
phets had enjoyed; but that, what he faid and what he did, 
‘were elucidations only or declarations upon fact of all that 
had been teftified concerning him from almoft the founda- 
tion of the world. This led him to ftudy the Old Tefta~ 
ment in a particular manner; and he ftudied it with 
delight, becaufe he faw, thar the whole of it related to Fefus 
Cori aud his great falvation, under types, senigmas, fimili- 
tudes, parables, prophecies, &¥c. and that yeh Chrift bim- 
Self referred to thefe, in proof that was the very 
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perfon who feeuld come, and that men were to look for xe 
other. He obferved the force of the Hebrew language in 
defcribing thefe circurmftances, and perceived, that this very 
tongue alfo was only to be wraly omderiicod by that grace, 
which enables men to under: the things themfelves 
which it defcribes. *Tis not merely the knowledge of He- 
brew words or roots, therefore, which can capacitate a man 
to underftand the antient {cripture, but the Spirit of Grace, 
who firft teaches the fpiritual objets to the renewed foul, 
and then enlightens it to fee an immenfe fund of erudition 
concerning them in the natural objects, and alfo in that 
holy tongue, which is framed wronderflly upon thefe laft, 
in order to edify in the know! of the frft. But aman, 
without {piritual faculties, (as Mr. Hitchin, following the 
apottle, could not but obferve) is incapable of this; and 
‘though he may fee Hebrew words, and the objects of na- 
ture which gave birth to them, with his outward cyes, 
yet he hath no more true underftanding of their heavenl) 
Haport, while in this carnal fiate, than she beaffs that i 
The things of GOD knoweth xe man, but the Spirit of OD; 
ia a maxim of everlafting truth ; and confequent! 0 if the 
Spirit of GOD infpired the whole Bible and diffuled thofe 
things through every page, no man can underftand it really 
and ftri@tly without bis aid. A boy indeed may read it as 
an hiftory’; but, as a myftery of GOD, which it ever was 
and is, and which it was exprefsly intended to be, from 
Gangfis to Revelation ; the prefent fcholars, as well 
as antient Scribes and Rabbins, muft neceffarily be i 
norant of it, till their wnderflandings (like thofe of the apo{- 
tles themfelves) are opened, that they underfland the 
frriptures. ‘This is humiliating to the pride and prefump- 
beh tad and fo are all the difpendations and dealings 
Tt was a juft and amiable character, which the reverend 
‘Mr. Towle gave concerning him in an oration at his funeral, 
and which therefore we tranfcribe with pleafure. ‘ While 
he was candid (fays that valuable rainilter and charitable 
to thofe, whofe religious principles and practices were diffe- 
rent from his own ; looking on all with pleafare, in whom 
he faw the image of his divine Mafter, however they dif- 
fered from him in Jefler matters, and withing the nobleft 
welfare af fuch as were not of his mind, even in thofe 
things ‘which he apprehended effential to chriftianity ; he 
was open and refolute in his avowal of a regard for thofe 
fertiments, and that condu&, which he confidered as en- 
joined by, Him, to whofe will the moft implicit, unreferv~ 
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ed, and chearfal obedience, is at all times due. He was, 
indeed, naturally of a diffident, and rarher timarous difpo~ 
fition, yet he ‘was not to be reftrained from expreffing a 
firm attachment to the adorable object of his worfhip,— 
the only foundation of his hope,—and the unerring rule of 
his joe —T he laft particular in his charaéter 1 shall 
mention, is—He was indefatigably diligent in his endea- 
‘vors to compafs the great ends of the chriftian miniftry,— 
© promote the plory of GOD,—and to advance the no-~ 
bleft_intereft of mankind: To this, his own houfe, the 
houfes of his friends, and efpecially the houfe of GOD, 
bore conftant teftimony. Perhaps, I fhould not exprefe 
mytelfeoo ftrong, if { was to fay, that in fome » (to 
ufe a remarkable {criptura! expreffion) the xeal of GOD’s 
Loufe ate bim up, exhaufted his fpirits, impaired his health, 

at length put an end to his lite: Like a brightly burn~ 
ing taper, in giving light to others, he was himfelf con- 
famed. 

Qn hearing all this, concerning my worthy brother, 
perhare, many prefent feel a defire rifing within them to 
iow, in what manner he was removed from our world 
in compliance then with the withes of fuch, I would jut 
add, that the circumftances of his death, were fomo of 
them pzinful, and fome of them pleafing. It was painful 
to fee him, for days before he obtained his difmiffion, fup- 
ported in bed, at times infenfible, and fpeechlefe : But it 
was pleafing, during thofe intervals in which he had his 
fenfes, and was capable of fpeaking, ta hear him exprefa 
his chearfal refignation to the divine will—his firm troft in 
the mercy of GOD through Jefus Corift, the only Medi- 
ator—the fatisfadtion with which he left the beloved com+ 

ion of his life, and his dear children, in the hands of his 
eavenly Father —and his ftrong defire to leave this world, 
and go to a betters and to obferve him, when, tl th fen- 
fible, he could not fpeak, fignify to his enquiring latives 
and friends, that he was in on of tranquillity, fub- 
miffion, and hope, with a manifeft air of fatisfaction and 
chearfulnefs, on his wan emaciated countenance. 

* His difpofition was peculiarly amiable, friendly, and be- 
nevolent : His countenance might, indeed, k fome to 
fofpect, that he was of an unfociable, auftere, forbidding 
temper ; but if any entertained fuch a firfpicion, they were 
ftrangersto him. “Thofe, who knew him moft, knew, that 
the law of kindnefs influenced his heart, dwelt on his lips, 
and governed his life; that he was averle to return evil, 
difpoted ta do good, and even delighted to overcame evil 
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with geed,—He bad not merely a but a high and 
Bie epi Soe aa 
valued iinm of ‘ines fu- 
ties, * The Affembly’s Catechifm;’ but then he valued that, 
and every other human compofure, no farther than, as he 
apprehended, they ex; the mind of GOD, revealed 
in the fcriptores of the Old and New Teftament, 
bleffed book, which fhould ever be rded as the fole, 
becaufe the only infallible, ftandard of faith and practice.” 

A very pathetic difcourfe was alfo preached upon the 
coccafion of his dened Pekan Scenes res Seattreapeh 

january, 1774, in t! eighth year is b 
Eset) are; on ferenty third of Jameary fl 
Jowing, from a text which Mr. Hitchin hi if long 
appointed for that purpofe. It was from P/alm xlviii. 14, 

for this GOD is eur GOD for ever and ever: He will be 
our guide even unto death. application of this difcourfe 
ia particular (though the whole is excellent) breathes fo 
true a fpisit of catholicifm and piety, that we cannot but 
believe it will be an acceptable tranfcript to fuch of our fe- 
tious Readers, as have not had an opportunity to perufe it. 

« You fee (fays the lively and faithful preacher) what a 
comfortable of fcriptare this was for your late dear 
Paftor, tolive upon. I call him your dear Paffers hewasdear 
to his family, to his friends, and to you his flock : Rejoice, 
that thefe words, his own choice for a funeral fermon, were 
not taken up merely as expe4ting death, or when death had 
Jaid its cold hand on him; no—they had been words for 
his encour: ent in Jife, in health, and whenever death 
fhould knock at his door.—I¢ is true, he drank not in all 
the confolations of the text in his ficknefs, or when on his 
dying bed; yet the repeated fweet fentences which dropped 
from his lips, proved that he had fapporte from them—he 
had his fips, his glimpfes, but now, O now ! he has his full 
draughts, and his full blaze, in glory. 

« ‘What a cordial is this to me—to his brethren in the 
minifiry—to you that loved him, occafionally now here— 
to you his dear fock—above ail, to his dear family! I 
know I loved him, and therefore I feel deeply the lofs of 
him ; fome humble hope have I, that I have alfo fome inz 
tereft in the blefiing held forth in the text, which makes it 
@ cordial under this trial ; as I hope, though parted now, ta 
meet with him in glory to part no more. Ge was loved 
by many of the Lord’s minifters of different names ; be- 
eanfe he ever profeffed a love to all that he believed loved 
Jefess and therefore the Lord’s minifters none were for 
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Bim. But, bleffed be GOD ! as he has done weeping, fu 
will they, when arrived at that glory to which he is got; 
"till then, let all the dear mini! of GOD prove their 
{enfe of this affliction, by walking more together in Chrif- 
tian affection, and chevihing a warmer ambition to honor 
the GOD of onr falvation by zeal for his gofpel and glo- 
3 and to be inftruments in his hand to bring in finners to 
Fijes, to recover backiliders, to comfort believers, get 
More communion with GOD, and conformity to him, "till 
brought to an everlafting vifion of and fruition with him. 
6 Man: friends botb abfent and prefent, not immediately 
col with this con, ion, feel the lofs for them~ 
felves, for Cbrif’s inte: in general, and for this intereft 
in particular.—! e are now, perhaps, dropping a tear at 
hhome—others in one and another of the Lord’s templos— 
fome now without, and many here within—well, you thew 
by your affections, that it is to you an affli€tion; and in- 
deed the trial may foon come to your own temples, your 
families, your felves. GOD you to fee, whether 
GOD is your GOD! Then, re is a cordial; for, 
though feparated foon, you will meet in glory to part no 
more for ever.—But the trial fharpens, as looking on you, 
his once dear congregation and church,-~‘J'o you of the 
congregation he has been a Boanerges, 2 Barnabas: O! hat 
he preached, and you heard in vain? ‘Think, © foul! how 
awful to have him to ftand forth as a {wift witnefs againft 
you at Cbriff's judgement feat ! Would to (;O1) his death 
may be your life! By fome providence, or ordinance, may 
you at laft feel your malady as finners, and fee and claim 
the remedy in Yefus; that you may mect your dear minif= 
ter with joy, and not with grief ! 
* But you of the congregation who can claim GOD as 
your faivation, you have the beft of comforts under 
refent crois: How fhall J fpeak to you as a church? 1 
now that the tears trickling from your eyes, are occafion- 
ed by the deep forrow in your hearts; but if GOD be your 
Gob, then he can, and will make up in himfelf rhe lofs of 
your dear paftor.—Come you, my brethren in office in this 
church, encourage yourfelves in the Lord your GOD,— 
be not difcouraged, becaufe your paftor was taken away i 
the midft of his ufefainefe : So was your other dear paftor, 
Mr. Andrews; and is it not a high privilege, rather than to 
outlive our ufefulnefs ?—the Lord help you to blefs GOD 
for the ufe he made of him to others—and to your own 
fouls. Now honor your character, and fhew your love to 
your late paftor, by doing your bet for the peace, vaityy 
© an 
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and profperity of the church, and may you live to fee ig 
ronided wit another paftor after GO. ‘s own heart l= 
rethren and fifters of the church, rejoice! though your 
paftors die, your GOD lives for ever ; blefs him, if under 
the prefent tiial that touches yon fo tenderly, you can fay, 
© thin GOD is our GOD,” then, "till you die, and when 
die, your GOD will cake care of you, and at laft bring 
to ‘ee our dear paftor in glory: Who has already 
met many of his members that went before him ; who fees 
his dear parents there—his dear brother Andrews, whom he 
fucceeded-~and among other glorified faints, thofe dear 
men of GOD, an Owen, a Guyfz, 2 Gill, and a Whitefield, 
where, I am fure, hearts and hands are united. Would to 
GOD} it may be a leffon to us in the church militant, 
who hope to meet fuch men of (D in the church trium- 
phant! But the fweeteft meeting of all will be with that 
gracious GOD, who brought us there. 
€ Well, my dear friends, prove your love, by living in 
love, keep clofe together, look up to the Lord by prayer, 
to fupport you wu! und profit you by the trial, in 
hia own time, to provide for you; and at Jaft, as he has in 
part, completely falfl this pood word to you, that you ray 
go and live with him you |, never to part more. 
* And now when going to addrefs you his late dear fami+ 
ly,—I feel a fecret pleaftre that his late dear wife, and my 
icar fifter, is abfent ; or I fear what I have faid, or might 
fay, would be more than her tender paffions could hear. 
lowever, I hope that the Lord, that has fent, will yet fend 
his fweet cordials, and efpeciaily this in the text ; then 
will fay, though tribulation, yet confolation alfo abounds. 
—I am fine, perfonally I cannot negleé& any thing to tefti- 
fy my love toher3 I fervently pray for her and her's ; and 
Taw confident, you, as a church, will do the fame, as the 
pene beit proof that at heart you loved your Jate dear paflor. 
But how fhall I, how can Y adarets you his late dear chit- 
dren! I know, and you know ftill'more, how much he 
loved you; and I know yau loved him, 1 feel the more for 
you, from an apprebention what my dear family will feel, 
‘when it is with me, as now with your dear father. Bleffed 
be GOD! fome of you have avouched, and pyblicly too, 
a GoD ars Other to be yoorGOD. O how ad 
e joy in it low ought Row to joy in it, to fin 
fich a fapport under your Toks | But are any of you ftran- 
gers to the Lord? “GOD forbid you fhould remain fo 3 
should this be the cafe, O how awful to think, that fa- 
ther who loved you,—-whom you loved, and for whom you, 
now 
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now weep, will ftand forth as a fwift witnefs againft you 
and fay Amen to the awful fentence, Depart ye curfe L— 
‘Dut on the contrary, O that you may lay hold of the 
GOD of your father and mother, for your GOD; that, 
at the great day, you with them may receive the joyful 
benedi¢tion, Come ye bleffed. Finally, as a lover of your 
dear parant now living, and of him who is dead, let me 
befeech you to majneain love and duty to your dear mo- 
ther ; live in love with one another ; and may GOD blefs 
you all temporally, fpiriraally, and eternally! 

« In a word, may this be a teaching feafon to hack- 
fliders ; particularly to you (if any fach) under the late 
care of my dear brother? © that if the word bas not, may 
the rod reclaim you ! May the Lord fay, renee, ye backfid- 
ing children, I will beal your backflidings, and may you fay, 
ae, raturn unto thes, for thou art the Lord aur Gob? ‘May 
the Lord make it alfo a quickening providence to us ail! 
to be ready at the Lord’s call—to be up and doing while it 
is day, as the night cometh when no man can work, [ 
with in GOD, that my foul, and the fouls of all my dear 
brethren in the miniftry, may be quickened by it, fo 2s to 
spend and be fpent for Cbrift and fouls ; to go on, valiant] 

ighting the go fight, keeping the faith, till our courfe is 
finithed, receive the crown. Particularly, may it 
‘be « humbling, teaching, quickening leffan to you hia late 
dear <! 3 and may you learn from it to five lefs dn c: 
tures, and more on "fz/gs, who is the fame yeflerday, to-day, 
and for ever. Come then; a little longer, and he that 
fhall come, will come, and will not tarsy.—Soon, I troft, 
we fhatl have to fiy, as that man Mr. Baxter did, 
when in agonizing pain on his death bed ; on a friend's ahk~ 
ing hirn how he did, he replied ¢ almoft well 3’ and icon he 
found it fo, on getting to his everlafting ret. So, my dear 
hearers, a few more difappointments, a few more hereav- 
4jngs, a few more trials tem; and fpiritual, and then, :f 
this GOD be our GOD, we I find he will be fo for ever 
and ever—he will fweetly prove it, by being our guide unto 
~—over—and beyond degth—and what then? O then, no 
wanderings from GOD, no withdrgwments of his blefled 
prefence, no wearinefs in our Mafter’s fervicc, no cootnefs 
‘of love between brethren, no r in our devotions : O 
then, faith will be fwallowed up ia vifion, hope in fruition, 
grace in glory then we be all we ean with or want 
$0 be, for plece, for company, for enjoyment, for employ- 
Fpenpesand that, not for aday,a month,a year, but for cer 
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nity | When we thal fhout praifes indeed to Father, Son, 
and Spirit, the GOD of our falvation?’ ee 


AUGUSTUS MONTAGUE 
TOPLADY, A.B. 


cannot give a more explicit account of this emi- 
nent Divine, than what hath been already pub- 
lifhed under the title of a * Memoir of his Life and 
Death and therefore we fhall freely tranfcribe as much 
of it, as is confiftent with the plan of our volumes. 
© The Memoirs of extraordinary men have always been 
acceptable to the world; and much inftruétion has been 
thered from their example. The mind often feels a force 
Eom fa&s, when it cannot be reached by theories; and 
receives that kind of fatisfaction from the proof or demon- 
tration of a truth, which no mere Principles, however juft 
and correét, can poffibly give it. ‘To the Chriftian world, 
for the fame reafon, the examples of the beirs of falvation 
have been till more peculiarly valuable. They find doc- 
trines of the higheft and mo Tait importance confirmed 
and fubfantiated by teftimonies and evidences, which are 
not more ferions and reviving, than full and undeniable, 
Precious in the fight of the Lord is the death of bis faints; and 
precious likewite in the fight ofall his people. “They have 
ocular demonftration, that ¢ can ahd does rife fuperior 
to nature ; that the week. feeble in themfelves are frong 
in the Lurd and in the power of bis might; and that they are 
not only promifed to be, but are, Congucrers and more than 
Conquerors through Him that loved them. Thefe facts, 
therefore, of GOD's prefonee with hit peopl, in the moft 
trying.of all human circumftances, cannot but beeftimable 
in the eyes of thofe perfons, who look beyond the grave for 
their portion, and whofe hopes can only be filled with im- 
mortality. They are enabled to take courage from the 
Chriftian heroes gone before them, and, feeing the faithful- 
nefs of (GD to his promifes in others, are emboldened for 
themidlves to look forward with holy joy upon that peri- 
od, when mertality frail be fvallowed up of lift, and_when 
their place upon earth shall know them no more. Confe- 
quently, they may triumph in the giorious ayidence ofa 
© better 
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‘better Inheritance, and long for that perfect confummation 

of blifs, which they are hereafter to Share, with the fpirits 
juft men made perfe, and with the gencral affimbly of the 
born, which are written in beaven. 

« For this purpofe of comfort and edification, the fol- 
lowing account of the late reverend Mr. Zoplady is com- 
piled. If the Reader from hence receive an’ hope 
through grace, to pafs through the valley of the hadow of 
death and to fear no evil, as he paffed; the end will be an- 
fwered, for which this memoir is penned, and for which 
alone it ought to be defired. The doétrines, preached by 
this able Divine, were brought into his own experience by 
the grace of his Redeemer, and were his joy and triumph in 
the article of death: And if the fame is wrought 
upon the hearts and confciences of other Chriftians, through 
his exampl would be the higheft accomplithment of 
his wifhes, as it would be a prefent evidence to themfelves 
of their hereafter rejoicing with him, where he is rejoic- 
ing, in the heaven of beavens, to all eternity. "Tis this de- 
monftration of experience, or the proof of the Chriftian 
doGrine upon fact, that comforts and lifts up GOD"s peo- 
pie in their laft hours ; for this (as a very gracious man 
obferved) ¢ goes much farther than the judgement, and 

the ftrength of mere naturai underftanding; and 

ence we feel, we tafte, we enjoy 3 yea, the very voice of 

Chrift is heard in the foul, by which ‘we know that we ara 

his, and that he is our’s.’ is the fhield of faith alone, 

which ls the terror of death and quenches the fiery 
darts of the devil. 

« His father was Richard Toplady, Efq. a major in the ar+ 
my, and his mother Catharine Bate, fifter to the late reve-~ 
rend Fulius Bate, and to the reverend Mr, Bate, rector of 
St. Paul's, Deptford, by whom they were married, at the 
faid church, on December 31ft, 1737. They had iffue firit 
a fon, Framiss who ee in his infancy, and afterwards 

fugufius Montague , the fubjeét of our memoir, 
‘eho was born a taal oe in Surry, on Tuefday, November 
the 4th, 1740 and there ‘baptized’ His godfathera were 
Augufius Middleton and Adelpbus Montague, Efquires ; in 
reife to whom, he bore the chriftian name of the one, 
the furname of the other. His father died at the fiege 
~of Carthagena, {oon after his birth. He received the ru- 
diments of his education at Wzfiminfler {chool; but, it be- 
coming neceffary for his mother to make a journey to Jre- 
dand to purfae fome claims to an eftate in that kingdom, he 
pecompanied her thither, and was entered at Trinity College 
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in Dublia, at which feminary he took his ec of Batche- 
Jor of Arts. Being awakened to the knowledge of GOD 
and of his own heart, he profecuted his frudies for the mi~ 
niftry of the gofpel, with the moft indefatigable ardor. 
He Chought, and thought juftly, that men in the moft fa- 
cred and important of all profeffions fhould be qualified in 
every refpe& for their function ; and that {ciolifts in the 
clerical 03 were, generally fpeaking, more inexcufeable 
and more dangerous than empirics and pretendera in the 
other bofinefies of life. As he abhorred the Popi/h tenet, 
that ‘ ignorance is the mother of devotion ;’ fo his with, 
as well as his duty, was to be thoroughly furnifhed, and to 
avoid the prefamption of teaching the ignorant and thofe 
that are out of the way, without having the knowledge, as 
well as the grace, indifpenfably requifite for that purpofe. 
« He could not but believe, with fome other great and 
good men, that aman muft be very much unqualified to ex- 
Jain the {criptures to others, without being acquainted him- 
Felt with the Jangu: in which they were written, and 
with thofe other invaluable books upon religious fubjects, 
which have been banded down, in the learned tongues, 
through a long fucceffion of ages. Of courfe, these: 
fore, he was diligent in all human attainments: And the 
church will undoubtedly witnefs the advantages fhe has 
received, from this happy conjunétion of fpiritual and na- 
tural endowments. us piepared, by grace in his foul 
and knowledge in his underftanding, which was naturally 
clear and ftrong, he received orders on Trinity Sunday, the 
6th of Fune, 1762; and, after fome time, was inducted Arik 
into the living of Blagdon in Somer/et/bire, and afterwards 
into that of Sraad Hemburyin Devonfbire. In both thefe 
‘retirements he purfued his febore with unremitting affidvi. 
ty, and compofed moft of thofe writings, which will ren- 
ler fervice to the chorch, and do honor to his memory, 
while truth and learning fhall be efteemed valuable amon; 
men, He had, for fome years occafionally vifited and 
Spent fome time in London ; but, in the year 1775, finding. 
his conftitution much impaired by the moift armofphere of 
Devnfoire, with which it never agreed, he removed to 
London entirely, after fome unfuccefsful attempts to ex- 
change his living for another, of equivalent value, in fome 
of the middie counties. Here, by the folicitation of his 
numerous friends, and from a defire to be ufeful wherever 
the divine providence might lead him, he engaged the 
chapel, belonging to the French Reformed, near Tricefer. 
Fidds; where he preached twice in the week, bats oN 
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health permitted, and afterwards occafionally, as thuch as, 
or rather more than, he was well able to do. In this mi- 
niftration, it pleafed GOD to remove him, by a flow con- 
fumption, from the church militant on earth, to the chureh 
triumphant in heaven, on Twe/day the 11th of dugu/t, 1778. 
His body was buried, agreeable to his own defire, comnsu- 
nicated to fome friends, in Tottenham-Court-Chapel on tho 
Monday folowing ; where, though his wifhes, like thofa 
of the famous St. Ba/i, were againft all parade and obfer= 
vation upon fuch an occafion, it was attended by a nume- 
rous concourfe of people, many of whom feemed deeply 
pentble of the lofs of fo able‘a pillar in the church of 
© Te would be unn in this place to fay any thing of 
his writings. sineng etd for themfelves, Jad Thow ‘the 
eminent abilities and learning, which through grace were 
given him. A catalogue of his publications is fubjoined 
and there are fome other pieces, which, after the figning of 
his laft will and teftament, he gave leave to his execator to 
difpofe of, as he right think proper, and which probably 
may hereafter appear. It is right, however, to inform the 
Reader, that his intenfe application to ftudy, which he fre- 
quently purfued throngh the night to three and four o’clock 
in the morning, feems to have the means of inducing 
his diforder, and of accelerating his end. Krom this fe~ 
vere purfuit, fo Jong as his body was able to bear it, he 
could not be diffuuded. He thoughe himfelf called upon 
to affert and maintain the truths of the gofpel ; and he was 
refolved to relinguifh this duty only with his breath. "Io 
a friend, who had expreffed fome concern for his health, 
upon account of his clofe applications, fome time before 
his diforder was confirmed, he wrote the following words: 
“ GOD give us to fink deeper and deeper into his love, 
and to rife higher and higher into the image of hiz holi- 
nefg! And thoroughly perfuaded 1 am, that, the more we 
are enabled to love and refemble Him, the more aétive we 
fhall be, to promote his glory, and to extend his caufe, with 
our lips, our pens, our lives, our all. Be this our bufinef, 
and our blifs, on earth. In heaven, we fhall have nothii 
todo, but to fee Him as He is, to participate his glory, an 
to fing his praife, in delightful, ia never-ending concert 
with angels, with faints who are got home before us, and 
with thofe of the elect, whom we knew and loved below. 
I would nor give fix-pence for a friendthip, which time 
and death are able to quench. Our friendfhip is not of 
that evanid fpecies. I can, therefore, fubleribe myfeif, 
«¢ Ever and for ever your's in af oot 
ere 
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© Here we fee the great {pring and motive of his labors, 
and the object which Giredted Bie aGtivity in his Mafter’s 
fervice, Hie had the defired fatisfadtion to fee his public 
miniftrations, both by word and writing, extenfively bleft : 
‘And there are many left behind him, who will doubtlefs be 
his joy and crown of rejoicing in the day of the Lord e- 
fuse Vike Luther, he was boflis acerrimus, a cute 
‘adverfary to error and his love to trath was as ftrong ani 
ardent, as his abilities were quick and powerful to defend 
it, when attacked or oppofed. ‘Witnefs his own expref- 
fions in a letter to the friend abovementioned, upon the 
defeétion of fome perfons from the caufe of truth: *¢ For 
my own part (fays he) I with to live and dic, with the 
fword of the Spirx in my hand; and, as Yeang exprefies it, 
Never to put off my armor, till I put on my dhroud.” 
As far as my firuation will admit, I hope always to aét up 
to this maxim.” ‘The chara¢ter, given by an antient wri- 
ter, of one of the fathers*, who combated the rian herefy 
on its appearance, that he was onc of the firmeft and the 
firft of the whole band who contended for the trath, might, 
without exaggeration, be applied to Mr. Zoplaay, in his 
sppofition to the reigning heterodoxy of rminius. Nor 
did he fail of his with: He had (as it were) taken meafare 
for hia fhroud, before he laid down his pen. His ftyle was 
Nervous and mafculine; his language eafy and flowing, 
without being florid or diffufe; and his arguments clofe, 
clear, and pertinent. In a word, he was to the oppofers of 
troth a Boonerges; but to its friends a Barnabas. 

* Hehad no preferment in the church befides the vica: 
of Broad Hembury, which, as his mind could never broo! 
the idea of living ill with his parifh upon the account of 
tythes, did not amount, communibus annis, to eighty pounds 
ayear, For this living he exchanged the other above- 
mentioned, about eight or ten miles diftant, that had beer 
procured for him by his friends in a mode, which (though 
afaal enough) his confcience could not approve ; and there~ 
fore, when he became acquainted with the manner of their 
diligence, which was not for fome time afterwards, he could 
not reft fatisfied till he had parted with it. He did not feek 
preferments ; becaufe he could not folicit them in the com- 
mon way. His own account of his engaging in the patto- 
ral office, in the introdaétion to that masterly work, entitled 
<< Hiftoric Proof of the doétrinal Calvinifm of the Charch 
of England,” is too remarkable to be omitted here; “+E 


© Theodaret. de Jacob. Antioch. spud Cave in Hf, Lit. 
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blefs GOD (fays he) for enabling me to eftrem the re- 
proach of Cérj# greater treafure, than all the applaufe ot 
men, and all the preterments of the church, When I re- 
ceived orders, J chtained mercy to bc faithful; and, trom 
that moment, gave up what is called the World, fo far az 
I conceived it to interfere with faith and a good confcience. 
The oppofition, which I have met with, in the courfe of 
my ten years miniftry, has been nothing, compared with 
what I expetted would enfue on an open, fteady attach- 
ment to the truths of GOD.” He could fay with arch- 
bifhop Warbam, Satis viatici ad carlum : He had enough to 
carry him to heaven, and but very little more. How rare- 
My, in thefe times, do we find either principle or conduct 
fo truly exemplary ! 
« But the view of this good man’s laft ficknefa and death 

Is principally intended here. He met the King of Terrors, 
ai Prned. of his terrors through the grace of his Saviour, 
and found hi: gel, a meffenger of peace, He had 
Jong been vifibly declining in his health ; but could only be 

revailed upon to reftrain from preaching, for fome time be- 
fore his deceafe, by the exprefs injundtion of his phyfician, 
and the particular intreaties of his friends. Indved, his 
feeblenefs of body, for fome months before his end, was 
fuch, that, when he attempted to Speak in public, he could 
{carce be heard for the few minutes he was able to ftand, 
and feemed almoft like a man lifted up to preach from the 

FAVES 
a) As his outward man wafted and decayed, his inward man. 
‘was refrefhed and renewed day by day. ‘Towards the clofe 
of his mortal life, the confolations of GOD in him were 
neither fmall nor few. He looked, not only with compa- 
fure, but delight, on the grave 3; and groaned earneftly for 
his heavenly habitation. le had conitantly, to ufe Dr. 
Young's expreffion, 

« One eye on death, and one full fix’d on Heav'n.” 
In this refpe@, he moft happily cxemplified his own obfer- 
vation, communicated upon the death of a friend. *¢ | have 
Jong obferved,.(fays he) that fach of GOD"s people, as are 
Jeaft on the mount while they travel to heaven, are higheit 
on it, and replenifhed with the richeft difcoveries of divine 
love, in the clofing fcene of life. When they come in ac- 
tual view of that river, which parte the church below from 
the church above, the cecleftial city rifes full in fight; the 
fenfe of intereft in the covenant of grace becomes clearer 
and brighter 3 the book of life is opened to the eye of af- 
farance ; the Holy Spirit more feeling}y applies the blood 
€€ 9} 
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of {prinkling, and warms the foul with that robe of right 
6ufnefs which Fefies w ht. The once feeble believer ii 
made tobe as David. ‘The once trembling hand is enab). 
to lay fait hold on the crofsof Chriff. "The fan goes down 
without « cloud.—Weighty and beautifel are thofe lines of 
Dr. Fatt. 


«¢ Juft fach is the Chriftian---His race he begins, 
ike the fun, in a mift, when he mourns for his Gns, 

And melts into tears. Then he breaks out, and fhines, 
And travels his heavenly way. 

But, as he draws nearer to fimdh his race, 

Likea fine fetting fun, he looks richer in ices 

‘And gives x fare hope, at the end of his days, 
‘Of rifing, in brighter array.” 


«To feveral of his friends, who vifited him in the lait 
ftage of his decline, he ufed many ftriking expreffions of 
the comforts vauchfafed him, and of the feet earnefts of 
glory which he felt in his foul, Some of thefe friends 
committed to paper feveral of his moft remarkable words, 
for ther own memory and for the fatisfaction of others. 
1n converfation with a gentleman of the faculty, not long 
before his death, he frequently difelaimed with abhorrence 
the teaft dependence on his own righteoufnefs, as any caufe 
of his fuftification before GOD, and faid, that he rejoiced 
only in the free, complete, and everlahing falvation of 
GOM"'s ele& by Tefes iff, through the fanétification of 
the Holy Spirit. We cannot fatisfy the Reader more than 
hy giving this friend’s own relation of his intercourfe and 
couverfation, © A remarkable jealoufy was apparent irt 
his whole condué, for fear of receiving any part of that 
honor, which is due to Chriffalone. He defired to be no- 
thing, and ¢! fefurs might be all, ahd in all.—His feelings 
were fo very tender upon this fabject, that I once very un- 
defignedly put him almoft in an agony, by remarking the 

reat lofs, which the church of Céri/? would fuftain by his 
eeath, at this particular jun€ture.—The utmoft diitrefs 
was immediately vifible in_his countenance, and he ex- 
claimed to this purpofe; * What; by my death? No! By 
my death ? No 2 Chrift is able, and will, by proper 
initrumenta, to d his own truths.—And with regard 
to what little I have been enabled to di this way ; not te 
me, not to me, but to his name, and to that only, be the 


tory.” 
et Converfing ‘upon the fabjeet of eledtion, he faid ; © That 


GOD's everlaiting love to his chofea people; hie eternal, 
pasicolar, 
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@atticular, moft free; and immutable choice of them ini 
Chrift Jehu: was without the Jeaft refpe€&t to any work, 
or works, of righteoufnefs, wronght, or to be wrought, or 
that ever fhould be wi im them or by thenl: For 
GOD": eleétion does not upon our fanétification, 
but our fanétification d upon GOD"s eleétion an 
appointment of us to everlafting life.”— Ar another time, 
he was fo affected with a fenfe of GON"s everlafting love 
to his foul, that he could not refrain from burfting into 
tears. 

© The more his bodily ftrength was impaired, the more 
vigorous, lively, and rejoicing, his ming feemed to be. 
From the whole tenor of his converfation during our in- 
terviews, he a not merely placid and ferene, but he 
evidently the fulleft affurance of the moft trium- 
phant faith, He repeatedly told me, that he had not had the 
Shadow of a doubt, re{pecting his eternal falvation, for 
near two years tf. 1t is no wonder, therefore, that he fo 
earneftly longed to be diffolved and to be with Cérif. His 
foul feemed to be conftantly panting Heaven-ward; and 
his defires increafed, the nearer his diffolution approached. 
—A thort time before his death, at his requefi, } felt his 
pulfe; and he defired to know, what I thought of it. 2 
told him, that his heart and arteries evidently beat (gimoft 
every day) weaker and weaker. He replied immediately, 
with the fweeteft fmile upon his countenance, ‘¢ Why, 
that’s a fign, that my death is fait approaching ; and 
bleffed be GOD, I can add, that my heart beats everyday 
ftronger and ftronger for slory. 

« A few days preceding his diffolation, I found him fit- 
ting up in his arm-chair, and fearce able to move or fpeak. 
Taddreffed hum very foftly, and atked, if his confolations 
continued to abound, as they had hitherto done. He 

ickly replied ; ‘* O, my dear Sir, it is impofiible to de~ 
Exibe how good GOD isto me. Since I have been fit- 
ting in thia chair this afternoon Glory be to his name ! 
LT have enjoyed fuch a feafon, fuch tweet communion witl 
GOD, fach deli manifeftations of his prefence 
with, and love to my foul, that it is impoffible for words, 
or any language, to exprefs them. I have had peace and 
joy unutterable: And £ fear not, but that GOD’s confo- 
Yations and fapport will continue.”——But he immediate] 
recollected himfelf, and added, “‘ What have I faid? GoD 
may, to be fure, as a ‘ign, hide his face and his {miles 
from me; however, I believe he will not 5 and if he fhould, 

Vor. IV. Vi 40 yet 
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Pa Rill will I truft in him: 1 know I am fafe and fecure # 
it his love and his covenant are everlaiting.” 

© To another friend, who, in a con tion with hime 
upon the fubjeét of his principles, had atked him, whether 
any doubt remained upen his mind refpecting che truth off 
thom ; he anfwered; ‘¢ Doubt, Sir, Doubt! Pray, ufe 
rot that word, when {peaking of me. “1 cannot endure 
the term; at leaft, while GOD continues to thine upon 
my foul, in the gracious manner he does now: Not (added 
be) but that I am fenfthle, that while, in the body, if lefr 
of him, 1 am capable, through the power of temptation, 
of calling into gueftion every truth of the gofpel. But, 
that_is fo far from being the cafe, that the comforts and 
manifeftations of his love are fo abundant, as to render m1 
flate and condition the moft defirable in the world. $4 
would sot exchange my condition with any one upon 
earth. And, with refpest to my principles; thofe bleffed 
truths, which I have been enabled in my poor meafure to 
maintain, appear to me, more than ever, moft glorioufly 
indubitable. My own exiftence is not, to-my apprehen- 
fion, a greater certainty.” 

« ‘The fame friend calling npon him a day or two before 
hus death, he faid, with hands clafped, his eyes lifted 
‘up and ftarting with tears of the moft evident joy, “«O my 
dear Sir, I cannot tell you the comforta I in my foul : 
‘Fhey are paft expreffion. ‘The confolations of GOD to 
fuch‘an unworthy wretch are fo abundant, that he leaves 
me nothing to pray for, but 2 continuance of them. I en- 
joy a heavcn already in my foul. My prayers are all con- 
verted into praife. “Neverthelefs, J do not forget, that I 
am ftill in the body, and liable to all thofe diftreffing fears, 
which are incident to human nature, when under tempta< 
tion and without any fenfible divine fapport- But, fo long 
as the prefence of GOD continues with me in the degree 
1 now enjoy it, I carmot but think, that fuch a defpondiig 
frame is impofiible.” All this be {pake with an emphafis, 
the non ardent that can be conceived: fabjede 

« Speaking to another particular friend upon the fubj 
of his“ Dying Avowal,” (a paper which he publifhed a lit- 
tle before his Seath, tefpecting a report which was faid to. 
have been raifed of his recanting his writings) he expreffed 
him(elf thus; ‘* My dear friend, thofe great and glorious 
truths, which the Lord, in rich mercy, has given me to be~ 
Jieve, and which He has enabled me (though very feebly) 
to ftand forth in the defence of, are not (az thofe, who be- 
lieve not or oppofe them, fay) dry doctrines, or mers | fpe- 
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culative points. No. But, being bronght into practical 
and heart-felt experience, are the very joy and fup- 
port of my foul ; and the confolations, Sowing from them, 
Carry me far above the things of time and of fenfe.” Soon 
afterwards he added ; ‘¢ So far as I know my own heart, I 
have no defire, but to be enti ely patie 5 to live, to die, to 
be, todo, to foffer, whatever D's bleffed will concern- 
ing me; being perfedlly fatisfed, that, as He ever has, fo 
He ever will, do that which is beft concerning me; and 
that He deals out, in number, weight and meafure, what- 
ever will conduce moft to his own glory, and to the good. 
of his people.” 

‘Another of his friends, mentioning Sikewife the report 
that was fpread abroad of his recanting hie former princi- 
pleas he faid, with fome vehemence and emotion, **I reo 
cant my former principles! GOD fosbid, that 1 fhould be 
fo vile ‘an apoftate.” “Fo which he prefently added, with 

reat apparent humility, ‘¢ And yet that apoftate I fhould 
foon be, if I were left to myfelf.” ‘T’o the fame friend, 
converfing upon the fubjeét of his ficknefs, he faid ; ¢* Sick~ 
nefs is no affidtion ; pain no curfe; death itfelf no diffolu- 
tion.’ 

« Mr, Teplady had not learned the doctrines of grace in a 
human fchool; and it is no wonder, therefore, that the 
teacher, from whom he obtained them, neither fuffered 
him to forget nor foregothem. Writing, fornetime lince, 
to a friend he had long efteemed, he ufed thefe words, 
fpe€ting his own converfion: ‘ 1 well remember, that, 
when I firft bi to difcern fomething of the abfurdities 
and impieties of Arminianifm ; my mind was in a ftate of 
fafpence, for many fucceeding months. Dr. Munton’s fer- 
mons, on the xviith of St. Fobn, were the means, through 
which my Arminian prejudices received their. primary 
fhock: A bleffing, for whicb an eternity of praife will be 
a poor mite of acknowledgement to that GOD, whofe Spi- 
rit turned me from darknefs to light. But it was a confi- 
derable time (and not till after much prayer, and much 
reading on each fide of the argument), e’er my judgement 
was abfolutely fixed. I thal], when in Heaven, remember 
the year 17958, with gratitude and joy: As I, doubttefs, 
fhall the year 1755, in which I was firft awakened to feel 
my need of Cériff” All his converfations, as he ap- 
proached nearer and nearer to his deceafe, feemed more and 
more happy and heavenly. He frequently called himfelf 
the bappieft man in the world. “© ! (fays he) how this 
foul of mine longs to be gone! Like a bird imprifoned in 

Tie “a cagey 
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it longs to take its fight. O that 1 had wings like 
a dove, then would I fee away to the realms of blils, and 
be at reft for ever! O that fome guardian ange! might be 
commiffioned ; for f long to be abient from this body, and 
to be with my Lord for ever.” Being atked by a friend if 
he always enjoyed fach manifeftations, he anfwered ; « F 
cannot fay, there are no intermiffions ; for, if there were 
not, my confolations would be more and greater than 1 
could ibly bear; but, wher they abate, they Jeave fuch 
an abiding fenfe of GOD's goodnefs, and of the certainty 
of my being fixed upon the eternal rock Chriff Fefus, that 
my foul is fill filled with peace and joy.” 

* At another time, and indeed for many days together, 
he cried out, ** O what a day of fun-fhine has this been 
to me! I have not words to exprefs it. It is unutterable. 
O, my friends, how good is GOD! Almoft without in- 
terruption, his prefence has been with me.” And then, 
repeating feveral paflages of feripture, he added, ** What a 

t thing it is to rejoice im death !” Speaking of Chrif, 
he faid, ‘© His love is unutterable !” He was happy in 
declaring, that the viiith chapter of the epiftle to the Ro- 
‘mans, from the thirty-third to the end of the fix following: 
verfes, were the joy and comfort of his foul. Upon that 
portion of feripture he often defcanted with Free delight, 
and would be fr ently ejaculating, << Lor Jefe! why 
perriee, ee fo long " eaepmeay se fad <<] find as the 
ottles of wen empty, are in ;” meaning, 
probably, the Sonata Zomnfores of grace, which he abun 
dantly enjoyed. When he drew near his end, he faid, 
waking from a flumber; *¢ O what delights ! Who can fa~ 
thom the joys of the third Heaven 2” And, a little before 
his departure, he was bleffing and praifing GOD for conti~ 
nuing to him his underftanding in cleamefs ; ¢f but (added 
he in a rapture) for what is moft of all, his abiding pre- 
fence, and the fhining of his love upon my foul. e tky 
(fays he) is clear; there is no cloud: Come, Lord Fefus, 
come quickly "Within the hour of his death, he ra 
his friends and his fervant, and afked them, ‘* If they could 
ive him up :” Upon their anfwering in the affirmative, 
ince it pleafed the Lord to be fo gracious to him, he repli- 
eds © what a bleffing it is, youare made willing togive 
me up into the hands of my Redeemer, and to part 
with me: It will not be before GOD takes me; for 
no mortal man can live, ( ‘ing, whilehe faid it, into tears 
ot joy) after the glories, which GOD has manifefted to my 
“« 
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foal.” Soon after this he clofed his eyes, and found (as 
Afilten Gnely ex it) 


-A desth like fleep, 
A gentle wafting to immortal life.” 


© Thus departed from this prefent evil world the Rev 
‘Mr. Yopledy, and, now delivered from fin and forrow, is 
doubtlefs employed in thank{givings, where the wicked 
ceafe from troubling, and where the weary are at reit*, 
May thofe, who read this account of him, be alfo prepar~ 
ed for the Lord's appearing, that they, together with him 
and myriads of blefled fpirits gone before him, may inberit 
the u premifes ? Asacontroverfial writer, he could not fail of 
m: ing many enemies, whofe errors he had freely attacked, 
and who may therefore be difpofed to confider him, not in 
the moft candid view. But time is at hand, when both 
they who revile, and they who are reviled, muff all appcar 
Sefore the judgement-feat of Chrif?: Let no man, therefore, 
sie fore the time, until the Lord come, who will make ma- 
nifeft the coun, ls of the beart. Real Chriftians, refpecting 
their {piritual life, have but one objeét to view, which is 
JEHOVAH their Redeemer ; and but one rale to follow, 
which is his ever-bleffed word. And with refpeét to each 
other, Luther's favorite faying may be received for a max- 
im; ¢ That Charity beaeth all things, and yieldeth all 
things; but Faith, nothing.” In Heaven, all the faithful 
have but one heart and foul, whatever differences or deno- 
minations they ray haveborne below. Inthe meantime, 
happy are they, who can fo bear and forbear, as not to give 
up the truth, which is to be facrtficed to no man; and yet 
can fo affert it, when called upon by Divine Providence, as 
neither to court nor to fear the faces of any. 

« The following foliloquy, written fome years ago by 
Mr, Zoplady upon the death of a valued friend, haa been 


© It is not improper to note here, that a very falfe and thocking r= 
Set Faapunraene ara atc eaes ay ta 
‘. Ly wretel ira, de(pairis 

bbisipbemaing, and thar this Mewoir cf his Life was'a roere romance 
fabricated by bls friends. To detail and circulate lies upon matters 
is kind would be dreadfully impious in Mr. Toplady’s friends, 
‘and ought to have been fully by thofe who pretended to detett 
them, "Upon this account, tf that traly pious and excellent 
Gentleman, Sir Richer Hil, Bare, addreiied a Jeter dated 1 a 
fou. 295 3779. to Mr. Yabo ‘who was faid to be the author of 
ey Codes Sematiions “deiag Wien to exculpate himfelf, or bie 
filence would be confidered as a tacit acknowledgement of bis guilt.— 

‘We are Sorry to add,-—no anfwes was given. 
* thought 
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thought fo appofite to himfelf in hia own dying hour, that 
it is prefented, without farther apology. It will pro~ 
hably be perceived b: Readers, that the Author had 
in view the memorable verfes of the dying emperor Adrian: 
But the dark defponding thought of the Heathen, and the 
illuftrious hope of the ‘iftian, afford a comparifon, mot 
glorioufly advantageous on the fide of the gofpel*. 
“Tur DYING BELIEVER ro nuts SOUL. 
Deathiefs principle, arife : 
Soar, eae native of the fkies 5 
earl of price, fej it, 
Freee cate, 
Go, to thine before his throne; 
Deck mediatorial crown : 
Go, his triumphs to adorn ; 
Made for GOD, to GOD return. 
Lo, He beckons from on high ! 
Fearlefs to his prefence aye 
‘Thine the merit of his blood ; 
‘Thine the righteoufnefs of GOD. 
Angels, jovfal to attend, 
Hov’ring, round thy pillow bend ; 

‘Wait to catch the Ggral iv'n, 
And efcort thee quick to Heav’n. 
Is thy earthly houfe diftrest ? 

‘Willing to retain her gueft ? 

*Tis not thou, but fhe, muft die: 
Fly, celeftial tenant, fy. 

Burft thy fhackles, drop thy clay, 
Sweetly breathe away: 





* Adrian to bis Soul on his Death-bed : 
Ammula vaguiz, blandula, 
Pe cue thibes tallca’ 
Nec ut felons debis jocos 
‘Me. Pope has given this Tranilation + 


‘To what dark 


‘Thou feem'f all trembling, thiv’sing, dying 
And wit and ‘humour are no mare. i 


e 
Whither, ab whither srcoou fying? 
undifcover'd | ? 


“ Singing 
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Singing, to thy crown remove; 
‘Swit of wing, and f'd with love. 
Shadder not to pafs the fircam: 
‘Venture all thy care on Him 5 
Him, whofe dying love and pow's 
Still'd its toffing, hufh’d its roar. 
‘Safe is the expanded wave; 
Gentle, as a fummer's eve: 
Not one obje& of his care 
Ever faffer’d fhipwreck there. 
‘See the haven full in view ! 
Love divine fhall bear thee through. 
"Fruft to that propitious gale + 
‘Weigh thy anchor, {pread thy fail. 
Saints, in glory perfe& made, 
‘Wait thy p: through the fhade: 
Ardent for thy coming o'er, 
Bee, they throng the blifeful fhore. 
Mount, their tranfports to improve = 
goin the Jonging choir abov 
wiftly to their with be giv’n < 
Kindle higher joy in Heav’n, 
—Such the profpedis that arife, 
To the dying Chriftian’s eyes ¥ 
Such the glorious vifta, fuith 
+ Opens through the fhades of death ! 
His Worxs: ‘3. The Church of England vindicated 
from the Charge of Arminianifm; and the Cale of Armi- 
nian Subfeription particularly confidered ; in a Letter to 
the reverend Dr. Nowell, £7! IL, The Doétrine of ab- 
folute Predeftination ftated and afferted ; with a Prelim;~ 
nary Difcourfe on the Divine Attributes: ‘Cranflated in 
great meafure from the Latin’ of Ferom Zanchius3 with 
fome account of his life prefized, 1769. 11. A Letterto 
the Reverend Mr. John J¥%fez, relative to his pretended 
abridgement of Zanchixs on Predeflination, 1770. 2d edit. 
177%. IVA Cazeat again unfound Doétrines A Ner- 
anon preached at Blickfriars, April 29, 1770+ refius 
Fen Een or anh GOLEM eatdeete OF Mans Tees 
Sermons, preached at Broad Hembury, Devon, Dec. 255 
2770. VI. Free Thoughts on the projedled Application 
to Parliament for the Abolition of Ecclefiaftical Subferip- 
tions, 1771. WII. More Work for Mr. Fobn iVefley: Or 
a Vindication of the Decrees and Providence of GOD 
from the Defamations of alate printed paper, entitle, 
* "The 
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¢ The Confequence proved,’ 1772. WHI, Clerical Sub~ 
fcription no Grievance: A Sermon, preached at the an- 
nual Vifitation of the Archdeaconry of Exeter, May 12, 
4772, 1X. Hiftoric Proof of the Do4rinal Catvinifm 
ef the Church of England, in two vols. 8ve. 1774. X. 
Free-Will and Merit fairly examined; or Men not ther 
pwn Saviors : A Sermon, preached at Blackfriars, May 25, 
1774. XI. Good News Heaven ; or, the Gofpel a 
jeytul Sound: A Sermon, preted at the Zack-Chapels 
"June 19, ys . ¢ of Chriftian and Phi- 
Jofophical Neceflity afferted, in anfwer to Mr. Fobn Woj- 
de’s Traét on that fabje&, 1775. XIU. Joy in Heaven, 
and the Creed of Devils: Two Sermons, preached in 
London, 1775- %X1V. Moral and Political Moderation 
recommended: A Sermon, preached on the General Fait, 
Dec. 13) 1776. XV. Collection of Hymns for Public 
and Private Worfhip, 1776. XVI. His Dying Avowal, 
dated Knight/bridge, July 22, 1778.” 


- 
JOHN CONDER, DD. 


are indebted for matt of the following account of 

this yaluable Minifter to a pathetic fermon, occa- 

fioned by his death, and preached by the reverend James 

Webb, x the Dogor’s late meetin; houte, in Moar fields 5 

and to a manufcript account, with which we have been 
favored by his fon, Mr. J. Conder. 

He was born at Wimple in Cambridge/bire on the third 
of Func, in the year 1714, andbred up among the Diffenters 
‘of the Independent perfuafion. After paffing one or two 

rarmmat fchools, he continued his education under Mr. S. 
Barlins of Clerkenwell by the help of the ¢ King’s Head So- - 
ciety,” which was inftituted to bring up promifing young 
men for the diffenting miniftry ; he finithed his ftudies 
under Mr, ¥. Eames. He began bis public miniftry in the 

ear 1738, and was appointed to a congregation at Cam- 
bridge ia 1739) where he continued about fixteen years, 
swith acceptance and ufefalnefs, He was not only much 
efteemed by the people of his own profeffion among whom 
he miniftered, but by thafe of other perfuafions, who had 
the happinefs of his acquaintance, for bis candor, libera~ 
lity, and ‘ious endowments. He continued a preacher 
ferabove forry years, in which time (about 1754) pele: 
aTutae 
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a Tutor to prepare others for the minifterial office, which 
duty he difcharged, during the fpace of near thirty years. 
OGeber 3, 1759, he was chofen one of the Preachers of 
the € Merchant's Leture,” at Pinner’s Hail. May 2%, 
1760, he was chofen co-pafter with Mr. Hall, to the 
Meeting on the Pavement, Moorfields; and, from Mr. 
Hatf's death in 1763, he continued to he fole paftor of that 
congregation till 1778, when the Rev. Mr. Bennet was 
chofen his affifiant. Here he continued valuable la- 
bors till bis departure hence. His life was indced 2 blef- 
fing, and his memory is bleffed. We are told by the Rev. 
Mr. Bennet, who delivered an excellent oration at his in- 
terment, that ‘it was the darling theme of his miniftrations 
to recommend Ghrif in his perfon, offices, work, and grace, 
to poor finners, and that tl have been but few, in any 
age of the Chriftian church, who were more deeply ac- 

uainted with the thi of falvation, or could more 
fuiigatly divide the word of truth. This fowret he uni- 
formly preached to others; this gofpel he lived upon for 
humfelf; this gofpel alfo he died upon, finding it to be the 
joy and rejoicing of his heart.” 

Faithful is WE that calleth you, whe alfo will doit. 1 Theff 
vy. 24. Thefe were the words of the text to his funeral 
fermon ; and thefe words, fays Mr. /#’%bb, who preached 
it, were the Doétor’s ‘ fupport, under his heavy trials, 
and in his views of death and judgement.’ He had the 
comfort of them even in death itfelf. He exprefied a fted- 
faft unthaken affiance in the grace, faithfulnefs, and love 
of a covenant GOD in Chri; an affurance of the truth 
of thar gofpel, which he bad uniformly preached ; and a 
lively hope of a bleffed immortality, through the modia- 
tion and interceffion of the great Redeemer. Some months 
before he was laid afide from his public work, he was con- 
verfing with a friend on the great importance of evange- 
Jical doétrines, and with a peculiar degree of emphafis and 
affection told him, ‘* he had attained the full affurance of 
faith; for, after fearching the (criptures with the clofeft at- 
tention and care, he had not a doubt or feruple, refpecting 
the trath of any of thofe grand fundamenta! doétrines he 
had preached and fived upon.” He exhorted his friend to 
continue ftedfaft in them, as he was fuie nothing elfe could 
build up the charch of Chri, or adminifter fupport to his 
own foul. When it pleafed the Lord to vifit him with a 
paralytic ftroke, a few weeks before his diffolution, he faid 
to the fame friend ; ‘‘ Well, my dear brother, it is now over 
with me for this life: 1 muft Jeave you to take care of the 
charch, and doubt not but the Lord will be with you. 


«How 
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How long I may have to fuffer in this way, ere I om 
difmifior® 1 cannot fay, and defire to leaves Butt blels 
GOD, E can fay with Dr Gr. , that I have no doubt 
all things are rightly fettled een me and my Matter ; 
and all that I am mow concerned about is, to take a decent: 
farewell of the world.” At another time, he faid with 
chearfulnefs, ‘* That, had he his life to fpend over again, 
he would preach the fame gofpel, for it was the truth of 
GOD ; and that he would neither change gofpel nor ftate 
with any one.” When his friend inquired about the frame 
of his mind, he anfwered, ‘* That though he did not enjo: 
thofe bright manifeftations, which fome had been favore: 
with, he had an unwavering confidence in GOD as bis 
GOD; was carried above all doubts, refpecting his intereft 
in the love of Chrjf; and had no fears, as to the confe- 
aences of death, though he often dreaded the pains of 
ing.” He frequently exhorted his children to think of 
thefe words ; GOD is our refuge and firength ; a very prefent 
belp in trouble. To which he added; ‘ f have found him 
fo; and _ if you fear and truft in him, you will find him fo 
to you.” On the morning of his death, hearing the bells 
of Hackney ringing, be afked, ‘* Why they rung fo #” and 
being an{wered, that ir was the Reftoration-day, he faid, 
«© Who knows but it may be my Reftoration-day ?” He 
departed in the night following, at Hemcrton, Atay goth, 
1781, in the Gxty-feventh year of his age, without the le: 
wavering in his confidence towards OD, and is now 
doubtlets numbered among the faints in light, His remains 
were interred in Bunbill Fields. He married in 1744 toa 
daughter of Mr. Yobn Flindel at Ipfwich, by whom he had 
feven fons, five of whom furvived him. ‘The following 
Epitaph was compoted by bim(elf, in order to prevent the 
adulations, which (he thought) are too common in com+ 
pofitions of this kind made by others. 


H. S. E. 
JOANNES CONDER, S&S. T. P, 
Preco_evangelicus, 
Paftor 
annos fexdecim Cantabrigie; 
deinde, 


Londini unum_et viginti. 
Inter Fratres Diffentientes 
Prefes Academicus, 
Natus eft Agro Canabrigical rigiendy A s 
jatus ro Cant. i, A. S. 17x, 
Obiic Hackney, 30° die Maii, ayer. < 
JEtats fae, 67% 
Peccavi. 


MADDOCK aor 
Peceavi, 
Refipui.——Confidi. 
Ama jet 





fargam. 
Et ex gratia Chrifti, 
ut ut indignus, 
Regnaho. 


His Wonks. “ I. A Serious Addrefs to all fober 
Chriftians, &e. on the important Subje& of a Gofpel Mi- 
niftry. London, 1753. Without his name. II. A Ser~ 
mon preached to the Congregational Church at Cumbridge, 
OG, 13, 1754, from 4s xx. 32. Londen, 1755. ill. An 
Ordination Sermon preached Em 7s 1756, at Afiles's Lane, 
London, from 1 The/t. iii. 8. “IV. Another preached May 
11, 1758, at New-Broad Street, from 1 Tbeff. v. 12; 136 
‘VV. An Exhortation at the Ordination of Rev, Me. 
Rich. Winter, June 14, 17595 at New-Court, near Lincolw's~ 
dnn-Fields, from Fer, xxii, 28, VI, A Sermon preached 
before the Society for the Keformation of Manners, at 
Salter's-Hall, Aug. 3, 1763, from 1 Jobniii. 8. Vil. A 
Funeral Sermon on the death of the Rey, Mr. Zhomas Hall, 

fune 27, 1762, from Heb. xiii. 7, WILE, Another on the 
jeath of Dr. Guyle, Nev. 29, 1761, from Pfalm xxxvii. 37+ 
EX. An Ordinstion Sermon preached at the Old Meet- 
ing-Houfe, Cambridge, O8. 13, 1768, from Heb. xiii. 22." 


ABRAHAM MADDOCK. 


HIS humble, excellent, and faithful Servant of Pap 
Chrift, was born Fune if. 1713, in Long Acre, la 
minfler, of {erious parents, who not only gave him a libe- 
ral but a religious edacation. They Tiged tmany yours. 
His father died in 1748, aged eighty-eight ; and his mother 
in 1763, aged cighty-Gx. ir. Maddock himfelf wax 
bronght up to the Law, and in November 1733 was ad- 
mitted an Attorney, in which profeffion he continued till 
the year 1757, when (on the 25th of September) he was or~ 
dained Deacon by Dr. Thomas late bithop of Lincoln, at 
Bugden, He received Prief’s Orders on the 234 of Scp~ 
tember, 1759, from Dr. Terrick then bifhop of Peterborough. 
He was, like his Redeemer, a man of forrows and 2c- 
quainted with grief from his earlieft days; and his affic~ 
tions became fanétified affiiétions, which, by great grace 
and confiderable learning, qualified him for the work of the 
miniftry in an extraordinary degree. He wos not a novice, 
Ut 
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but an old eftablithed and tried Chriftian, when he was 
called to reach and edify the churchof GOD : And GOD 
bleffed him with, fin x, Soncett 5 Very few minifters 
Shave been honored with a. iritual progeny, to whom 
his name and memory will long be endeared. ”’ He came 
into the miniftry with a fingle eye to GOD’s glory, and 
Jeft. a lucrative bufinefs in the world, to make others, 
through grace, both rich and wife to falvation. If L were 
rp fpeak an I know of him, and alt Should be jaftified in 
fpeakin, Im a varic re me, it might ap- 
ter fome of my Readers like red encomiums 
jut I have no occafion (could I be fo faithlefs) to exagge- 
rate here: The naked trath, and even half the truth, re~ 
Specting this excellent man, would feem extraordinary, 
not only to the world at large, but to many profeffors of 
religion, who had not cnteret as deeply as himfelf into the 
divine life, or been az mortified as be was to all but Jefus 
Crit and the things of GOD. 
fe began his miniftry as curate to the late memorable 
Mr. Hervey at Wefton Favell, continued witb him to his 
death, and was promifed by the patron to fueceed him in 
one of his tivings, but which, to fay no more, was not 
folfilled. He continued, however, at Wefon Favell tilt 
November, 1760, from whence he went to the curacy of 
Weldon, where be continued but ten months ; the gofpel be- 
ing too offenfive oe His ca sniniftratjons ware, 
tering, which he began on the 1 of Auguf, 17615 
and here he continued till the 28th of June, x70 4 his 
private and public life, during all this period, he met with 
many forrows and afflictions. He had, indeed, without fight- 
ings, and within fears. The malice and craft of fome very 
bate and wicked people, whom I pray GOD to pardon a8 
I know Mr. Maddock did, contrived to remove this faith- 
fal man at this time from his duty here. 1 will tranfcribe 
two or three paflages from his Diary upen this occafion, 
only premifing, that he was now in the ifty-eighth year 
of his age, had been married thirty-five years, and ‘was 
bowed down with the weight of manifold forrows and in- 
firmities. “ June 20, 1770. My troubles increafe, ‘This 
day J heard, that our late fervant, to joftity her leaving her 
place, had flandered me moft vilely, and that it began to 
§pread about the town.”-—*¢ Fune 24. Nothing but trou- 
ble have 1 had every day. My enemies, who are atfo ene- 
thies to the gofpel, have long wait ¥ aa Opportcnity. 
‘They feem greedily to embrace this with a devilith malice. 
Batam roars with all his might ; O Lord, fapport thy weak 
“6 fervane, 
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fervant, and let not the evil one prevail againft me.”— 
“© June 28. Being overcome with the tury of my ene- 
Mies, difpirited with evil reports, and the world fight- 
ing under their prince againft me; it fhook my animal 
frame, and fell fick: And 1 this day, cowardly, fearing 
man, and not trufting in my GOD, refigned my curacy 5 
which was what my enemies wanted, and whereby they 
obtained a great advantage over me; for it was aid, my 
sefignation was an evidence of guilt, thou the charge 
ited was not criminal, ndr any, no not the evidence, 
was given of the charge.”—« July 12. My troubles have 
been very fevere and very fharp ever fince I refigned my 
curacy. A thoufand new lies have been raifed, fe. Ec. 
Fe. Sota knew i Eoenehl S ows The Li 
mercy look upon me, and give me ftrength for my day.” 
T copy thia from his Diary, that it may be noticed. how 
that no holinefs of life nor any other confiderations arifin; 
from or profefiion can exempt the people of GO] 
from th fallfood and malice of their enemies, and how: 
circumfpeétly therefore and wifely they ought to walk to- 
wards them that are without, that the rage of their enemi 
may become its own Feproof. ‘Thus it was with Mr. Afad- 
Gok; for two of his bitter enemies, who had been moft 
aGtive againft him, afterwards relented, ‘‘ behaved exceeds 
ingly kind, and acknowledged to him, that the reafon of 
the whole was, that they could not endure the doétrine he 
had preached to them; for, as to the flander, they never 
had believed a word of it, but only afed it as an inftrument 
againft him.” Mr. AMaddock’s note upon this is; “ Now 
my enemies have confefied their enmity to GOD and his 
word, and to me for preaching it. O Lord, by this con- 
feffion, thou haft early ox my mind, Thou hait made 
mine enemies contefs, that they have perfecuted thy fer- 
vant out of malice; but remember, 1 befeech thee, theic 
blindnefs and ignorance, and pardon them freely for thy 
dear Son’s fake.”—This was all the revenge, which the 
meek Man of GOD fuffered himfelf to feel upon this try- 
ing occafion. 

‘tf the common enmity of fuch poor creatures were 
worth recording, I might have noticed, that their oppofi- 
tion began feveral years before, even from Mr. Maddock's 
firtt among them, and that they had early difco- 
vered whofe agents were, and whofe work they were 
doing, by accufing hita to the bithop for not burying the 
dead, and for fome other matters equally falfe and frivo- 
Yous, from which it was eafy for him to juftify himfelf hy 

the 
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the numerous teftimonies of his parifhioners, and to the 
bithop’s entire fatisfaction, The great and true offence 
‘was, that the congregations were large, and that the word 
of GOD ran and was glorified in a vaft number of per- 
fons, both in the town and in the country round about him, 

In September 1773, he removed to Guil/borough, and en- 
tered upon the curacy of Createn a neighbouring village, 
which was the laft ftage of his miniftry. Here he laboured. 
in feafon and out feafon, with alt zeal and diligence, for-— 
twenty pounds a year. 

As to his great faccefa in the miniftry, I will refer the 
Reader to his own account of it, ina letter to me, dated 
at Creaton, 16th Fuly, 1783, which I have plated in a note 
below*: And 1 could add a great deal more, if I had room, 

both 


© © You kindly chide me for notacquainti: with what GOD is 
doing as cay people, My Dear Fliead, ifs proud thing to mens 





tom, or, 5 Lmight exprefe better, in trying, it is dany 
ous to ied it should thar up the pride that Py erally ia oar 
hearts, A man aw! ‘when he talks of himielf. But 
what I menti: ‘inmy letter to Mr. Hillfeemed neceflarity to flow from 
ray fabje&, I told him fome of my hearers fubferibed &c. [mear.ing for 
fome Books} ‘This therefore fhewed there was a work 


otherwise 1 Thevebece fest, and iid nothing of myfel, But it 
Se not, indeed it is not a revival of the work at this day, aa you mention 
F'blefs GOD, and to his praife I defire to {peak it, without boatt 
ichas always been fo wberever he hus fent me,” When I came 


next time I preached, | could scarcely into the church. In lefe 
‘than two years, vis. Yume 1775, I bade jexy, for the churclt 
would not contain the » I preached one year at Nafeby. GOD 
‘was pleated to work fo mightily there, that in téat time, (for the rector 
Would not let me preach aby longer, Gecaufe the church was crowded, 
many were converted, how many GOD ksows, but thera were 
many, that they built a hhoufe at Clipfom, the next parith to 
Nafeby, becaufe Creates was too far for them bo attend conftantly with 
their families. About three i i 





Frlecving his neighbourhood. ‘There are 
are now diffenting minifters, who were converted under me, and who, 
becaufe they conid not get ordination in our church, preach song 
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both from his own Diary and Memoranda, from his Let- 
ters to his and my valuable and ingenious Friend the Rev. 
Mr. Aofes Browne, and from his correfpondence with mytelf, 
pome of Fairege Letvers, and efpecially thofe to _ Ervine 
reathe fach a fpirit of evangelical piety, that their publi- 
cation would be a vajuable treafare to the Chriftian world. 

But I muft now, for the fake of brevity, proceed to give 
fome account of the clofe of this valuable life. 

He hegan with his favorite theme at Creaton ;—GOD is 
Love, : Fobn iv. 16. And the love of GOD crowned his 
labors and his life, at this favored village. He was not 
attacked with any particular difeafe ; but, being advanced 
in years, and long oppreffed with troubles, he feemed to 

“fall into a gradual decay of nature, which, however, did 
not prevent him from the difcharge of his duty, but for one 
Sunday before he died. The laft performance of his mi- 
nifterial office was a very laborious onc. He preached 
twice, after twice reading prayers, adminiftered the facra- 
ment to 1 numerous con; ition, and buried 2 corpfe. In 
this refpeét, he fully enjoyed his defire of remaining here 
= tony r, than he could work for his Mafter and the good 
of fouls. 

Upon afking his pious nephew, who attended him with 
medical affiftance during his laft illnefs, whether he faw 
any hope of his recovery, and upon being informed that 
it was very doubtful; he immediately uttered with thank~ 
fi “Glory be to GOD on bigh!” As he was goin; 
up ftairs a night or two before his death, his clerk withe 

him a good night, and added, «the Lord comfort you, Sir !' 
He inftantly replied, ‘*1 don’t want comfort, Yobn.” 
Two of his people, who ftood by his bed-fide as ie was 

dying, being in tears, and lasnentiag, he called to them 
and faid, « You are poor foldiere indeed !* 

He quitted this vale of tears on Suaday marning, about 
fix o'clock, July 17, 1785, wn the feventy-fecond year of 
his age, and was buried in the church-yard of Creaton, by 
his own defire, on the 21ft of July, following; when a 
fermon was preached, to a very” Jarge and much-affected 
congregation, by the Rev. ‘. Scott, of Olney, upon 
AAs Lith. 36. 











that people. ‘Three have finted meeting houfts, one in Muntineton- 
fare, one near 4) in Buchagbamjbire, and one in Shropfure. 
“Tus hath GOD wrought! But if it is boafting, remember, you bave 
compelled me to it, and therefore I hope you will pardon nix. But, 
Siciled be GOD, the belt of ie im, The work is not yet at am end.” 


His 
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Bis perfon was tall and rather Slender; but his afpe 
was both venerable and agreeable. ‘Though tried with 
many and Severe affliGtions, vary few men pofleiied greater 
chearfuinefs and even pleafantry. He was a man of parts, 
had much wit, and obtained ({ r he did not ceafe to ftudy 
«ven in age) a confiderable fhare of learning. In his 
friendthips be was benevolent, affectionate, and fincere, 
No man could more tenderly pity the infirmities of others, 
or be more fenfibly alive to his own. Though bieft with 
great attainments and ufefulnefs, he was cleathea with bumi-~ 
dity; and he died, as he had lrved, with all the placid and 
gentle meeknefs of aChriftian. His dottrine difiilled as the 
dew upon the hearers’ fouls; and there was an una! 
pathos, as well aa fimplicity, im all his manner and lan- 

which no unfeeling art, or pomp of phrafe, could 
Fotinly ive. Hee fled net to lols my buy as = 
ichfal ward of the heavenly myfteries, to diftribute 
to every man his proper portion in due feafon. Feeling 
evidently what he delivered to others, he caught both the 
attention and the hearts of his auditors, infomuch that it 
was no unufual thing to fee the tears fontly trickling 
down thofe faces, whofe fouls were inflamed with the 
love of Jef defcribed and recommended by this holy 
moan of “GOD to humble and broken-hearted inners. 
‘What melting expreffions would he ufe upon this folemn 
and delightful fabje& ; and how would the facred ener, 
feem to from his very foul, and fill the bofoms, and 
chear the fj , of liftening multitades ! He was as an an- 
gel {peaking mo heaven, and warning and exhorting the 
children of GOD, diligencly to preis after the crown, 
Jaid up for them there-——I could fay much more re- 
ipedting this excellent Perfon, whofe friendthip I thought 
an honor to myfelf when living, and whofe memory will 
ever be dear to me whilé 1 have a heart to feel. tI 
will only add, left I thould be faipeted of a warm par- 
tiality, that T thali blefa GOD, if this memoir of his life, 
as well as the other accounts of ious worthies which 
fill thefe volumes, may be produétive of ufefulnefs to nv 
Readers, and effectually urge them, through divine ad, 
to become followers of ‘ the noble army of martyrs’ and 
ef thofe other faints, whe sow inberit the promifes. Amene 
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CONCLUSION. 


. § the Hiftory of particular Perfons always throws 
A Light upon the Age in which they lived it ia pre~ 
jumed, that the preceding Memoirs alfo, which relate to 
eminent Men in the Church of Cbriff, from the Era of 
the Reformation (and a great number more might have 
been produced, if our Limits had allowed) not only difco- 
‘yer their own Saretes bur the Characters of tl a are 

‘imes in which they appeared. Pofiibly, therefore, 
thefe Accounts, wil! boas only edifying to the Faith, but 
inftru@tive to the Mind, of our ferious Readers, and of 
thofe younger Perfons efpecially, who may with to be ac~ 
quainted with our ecclefiaftical Hiftory. 

The intelligent Chriftian ma: Posecives that we have fiu- 
dioufly avoided all undue PredileGtions to any r patticular 
Party or Profeffion; knowing, that the Grace of GOD ia 
confined to no Party, and entailed upon no one Profeffion 
of Chriftianity in the World. Thefe Memoirs, if they 
Prove any thing, sheenly ore this Truth, And 
though the Author muft naturally have his Predileétions 
and Paffiont, or he would not Be a fallen Son of fallen 
dam; yet he can truly fay, that he has watched over 
thefe in iemities of human Wature, and has been above all 
things defirous, that the Glory of GOD may be fecn 
to triumph over the Natrownefs of Man, and that the 
Grace of GOD in his moft excellent Servants may alfo 
appear to be one and the fame Bicfling, norwithftandin, 
the Prejudices of Birth and Education; which do indeed 
ftrike Mind with much ftronger Imprefiions, than per- 
haps any of us are eafily apt to imagine. 

in reviewing this Work, our Readers may probably per- 
tcive, that fome of the following Confidcrations prefent 
themfelves to the Mind, and that they are juftrfied by ma- 
ny particular Circumftances in thefe Lives, as well as by 
the general Detail of our Exgli/s Hiftory. 

te The Reformation of our eftablithed Church from 
Popery proceeded chiefly upon, what are juftly enough 
called, ‘Poe Dodirines of Grace, in oppofition to a variety 
of corrupt Opinions, and to a greater variety of anti- 
{criptural Superititions which had been grounded upon 
them". Thofe Do@rines were not Novelties (as fome of 

* See this mint unanfe demonftreted the late Mr. 
cel al tae ea tai, at 
« Church of Eagiand;” in two Yolumes, tue. 
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the Papifts affected to treat them) becaufe they were not 
only as antient as Divine Revelation itfelf, but were alfo 
maintained more or lefs in ali Ages of the Chriftian 
Church ; though, for fome Centuries before the Reforma~ 
tion, but by commpaeirely o few feattered Perfons, who 
fhone as Stars amidft the Gloom of Ignorance, which ge- 
neraily pervaded Ear epee 

‘The moft confiderable Body of People, proferfling fcrip- 
tural and unfophifticated Divinity, were the Albigenfes in 
the South of France and the Waldenfes in Piedmont. The 
iatter Name, however, became the general one, upon the 
great Spread of their Doctrine, which was one and the fame, 
after the Junétion of the pious Peter Waldo or Falda, about 
the year'1170, from whom this Appellation was taken. 
From thefe real Chriftians, living for the moft part in 
mountainous and almoft inacceflible Places becaufe of their 
Enemies, was derived the primary Roat of all the fable- 
quent Reformationst. Their Origin is carried up very high 
into the pureft Ages of the Church. It is certain, that a 
Romifh Council at Tours in 1163 condemned them a6 
Maintainers of an Herefy, tonc since fprang up in the 
Territory of Zhouloufe, i.e, among thofe called bis en festa 
“ This Sed, fays Cave, from Reincrius (a Monkii de 
verfary, who wrote again them about 1254) foon in- 
creafed to an immenfe Number of Followers, and prevailed 
ever whero + and fome have affirmed, that it exifted in 
the Days of Pope Sy/icfer (i.e. in the head 314] or rather 
trom the apottolic Age ittelf, and that there is no Countr; 
[in Ew ope] into which it hath not fpread itfelfij.” It ie 
not improbable, that they were Defcendants of thofe ex- 
cellent Chriflians, who wrote from Lyons in France the wy 
remarkable Epifte to the 4am Churches in the fecon 
Century after Chrif?}. 

They continued likewife, as well 2s fpread; for when 
Luther'and_the other Reformers appeared in the fixteenth 
Century, the Defcendants of thefe perfecuted People (who 
were called by abundance vf Nichnames*) held a cordial 
Correfpondence with them, aftonifhed on both Sides to 


_ + Sce their Hiftory and Principles at large in Fox's Aéta and Mon. 
uundcr the Reigns of Hexry UL. and VIII, Spasbrin's Hift. Chrift. 
Ps 15955 Oe. Sleidan. 1. xvi. Ufer. de fuccefe. ot atu eccl. c. vidi. 

ll Hip. Liter. m fac. Weld. 3 
$ Bape. 12. Fox's AG, Se. Spamh. Hitt. Chrift. fac. ite 
* Retuer's Hitt. of the Popes. Vol. vi. p. 129. Bafelii Sulp. Belg. 
peasy. Spats Hilts Chie ea wgpys Fe 7% Bateé Sule 
find 






CONCLUSION «49 


find the Clofenefs of their Similarity. Hence Gretxer tha 
Jefuit called them Calvixianorum atavi, the at_ Ancef> 
tors of the Calvinifis, Ot the moft remarkable Individus 
als, who fapported the great Truths of the Gofpel with 
more or lefs Clearnefs, from the Days of the Fathers 
(which cannot property be carried down lower at the ut- 
moft than the fixth or feventh Century, though Sen/terus§ 
goes fomewhat lower) feveral refpeCtable Names ma 
adduced in fuccefiive Ages; but, in this Place, their 
‘Names only ; though their Hiftory deferves the ampleft 
Confideration. ‘The venerable Bede may ftand among the 
firft, who florifhed, A.D. 710. Alcbwin, or Alcuinnss 
another Engij/aman and 's Difciple, A.D. 770. Glew 
ment the Scot, and Adalbert of France, both in this Centu- 
ry. The famous Gotte/ehalcus, whofe Life Archbifhop 
pare has written, lived about the year 840, Remigins, 
hbifhop of Lyoxs, about 850. Bertram, or Ratrams 
B50. Florus, the Deacon, firnamed AMagifter, in the fame 
Century. Berengarins, 1040. Waltramus, 1090. Tan- 
ehelinus, 1115. Arnulphus Archbifhop of Lyons, 1120. 
Peter Valdo, 1170. William Cornelius of dintwerp, 1170. 
Walter Mapes, 1375. "The celebrated Grofhiad, Rihop 
of Lincoln, 1230. “Matthrw Paris, 1250. Arnoidus de 
villa neve, 1260. Gulielmus de S. amore.” Simon Fornalen> 
Si. Gudfridus de fontibus. Henricus de Gandavs. hela 
four were Friends and Contemporaries, of great note in 
their Day, 1260 and 1290. Dantet, 1301. Muchact Gefen 
nas, 1316. "The profound Bradwardine, Archhithop of 
Canterbury, born about 1290. Nicholas Ly a, 1320, of 
whom it was faid, Si Lyra nen dyraffet, Lutherus non fal- 
taffit. Marfilius of Padua, 1328. Willium Occom, 1330« 
im Gandon: Laitpeld: Aude Landen: Uric Hangesor + 
And. de Coftro: "Fobannes Burdianus, or Buridanus : about 
the fame Time,” Tewlerus, 1350. Gregorius, or Ceorgius 
Ariminenfis, 1360. William Picfen of Brabant. Richard 
Firm Relph, rchbifhop of Armagh, 1360. Chaucer, 1360. 
Bernhard Wefterrode, 1365. _ Petrarch, 1365, Gerberd de 
Groot, or Adagnus, 1370. Matthias of Paris, 1370. Mi- 
ditzius. WICKLIFFE, 33755 Jobn Ruyforoch, 1384. Ger- 
bard Zerbolt, 139% 'd: Nicholas Orem: Fo~ 
hannes de rupe feiffa: Conrad Hager : Gerhard Ridder : Pro 
ter de Corbaria: Fobannes de Poliaco: Johannes de Caftali- 
ene: Francis de Arcatare : Thefe two Jaft were burnt for 
the Truth : Fobannes de Rozheteleyda, or Hayabalus; Peter 


§ Med. thest. Petr, im Apborifus, 
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de Cugneriis: Ail about thie Century, Brute, 1393+ 
Thorpe: Purvey: Lord Cobbam, 1413. Job Hufty 141 $0 
Jerome of Prague, 1416. Fobu Gerfon, 1418. Nicholas de 
Clemangiis, 1430. bemas a Kempis, 1450. Fredericus ab 
Hele, 1455. ‘Facobus de Gruitrode, 1457. Herman R; 
de Reen, 1467. Dionyfius Rychelius, 1467. Fobn de We~ 
fala, 1479. ‘The learned Wefelus of Groningen, called 
Lux Mundi, 1480, His Friends Rodolphus Agricola, and 
Alexander Hegius. Savonarola, 1490. Picus Bari of Mi- 
randula, 1. Luturr, 1520" Thefe are fome of the 
tmoft remarkable Pesfons, ai ing more or lefs from the 
Romith Church, and maintaining fome or other capital 
Points of the Truth, till the Era of the Reforma- 
tiont: To recite thofe, ich might be mentioned after 
that Period, would be endlefs. Some of the moft extraor- 
dinary or valuable may be found in thefe Volumes, 

Our Reformers, fome of whofe Names give Honor to 
the firft Volame of thia Work, in following the Labors of 
thefe great Men to clear away the Rubbith of Popith 
Superitition, difcovered and 3 difplayed the long 
concealed Foundations of the Gofpel. What thefe Foun- 
dations are, may be feen by our Articles and Homilies, 
which, as the moft valuable Bequett nextto the Bible, they 
fet forth and eftablifhed for Chriftian Concord, in the Year 
1552. It is impofiible to deny, that our ecclefiaftical For- 
mularies for Doétrine and Worthip are uniformly drawn 
ppon the Principles of free Grace, to the utter Exclufion 

"all Merit in Man: And itis equally impofiible to deny, 
that the Fathers of the Englifo Church were fo gener: 
in thofe Sentiments, that any Perfon, who ventured to af~ 
fert the oppofite Doétrines cither in Pulpits or Univerfiy. 
ties, was confidered as a greater Monfter of Singularity, 
than of [ate Years any Preacher could be, who might ven- 
ture, agreeable to his Oath before GOD and the Church, 
to maintain thofe Fundamentals. Our Articles have been 
nicknamed Calviniflic, merely becaufe the excellent Calvin 
erally maintained the fame Truths; but this is doing 
im, great and das he was, or any other Man, too 
much Honor : fe to Calvin's Wappimefs and Glory, that 
he followed thefe Principles, which should rather be called 


© Fi. Uy, Catal. weft. Browne's Fafciculus, @c. Bajel. Sulp. Belg. 
Caves HG. Liter. 

+ What the famous Whitaker faid of the Fathers to the Papifis, iz. 
equally applicable to mofl of the above Writers: In maxim i 
‘teli fst in Levtcrihut Verity in paxcifimis ax minutifieas vifiri. 
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evangelic; becaufe they are derived from the Gofp | itfelf, 
and in faé& are co-xval with the Syftem of Salvation re- 
vealed from the Beginning of the World, 

2. The unhappy Diffenfion, which publicly* militated 

ainft our ecclefattical Eftablifhnent very carly in the 

eign of Q. Elinabeth, was not founded upon the grand 
tines contained in the Articles, for upon thefe there 
appeared to be among Proteftants an almoft uniyerfal 
Agreement both at Home and Abroad} ; but upon Habits, 
Ceremonies, and Difeipline, among Charchmen, which, all 
muft allow, are by no Means the Efeatials of Religion, 
and, I believe, were never. ended to be fo, even by the 
Difputants themfelves. Hooker himlelf fays concerning 
Rites and Ceremonies, that ‘¢ they are in TTrath for the 
reateft part fuch filly thi that very Eafinefi doth make 
them hard to be difputed of in a fertous manner§.” 

‘The Reader will allow me to give as fhort an! candid 
an Account, as 1 am able, of thele Difagreements, which 
arofe among Men, who, on both Sides of the Qu 
were for the moft part eminently pious and lear 
perhaps as much fo, with reipeét to the T " 
20: » as any who have adorned the Church in later 

‘imes. 

During Q. Afary’s Perfecution, many of our Engli/o 
Exiles insbibed at Geneva and other Places a great Regard 
for the Dilcipline and Methods of fome forcign Protftant 
Churches, which bad been fet up by several exci deat Mun, 
according to thcir own particular Exigencies and Situa~ 
tions, without meaning any Diflike to thofe adopted hy 
their Proteftant Brethren in other Cireunflances, Some 
of thefe met with other Engli/s Exiles at Frankfert, who 
were for the tate Liturgy and Difcipline eRablifiel ar 
Home by K, Edward; and thef- rwo fmall Parties could 
not in this ation agree. What Men have been accut 
tomed to in Religion, as well ss in all othes Things, and 
efpecially what they have been happy in ufing, it is natu- 












* I fay publicly; because there were fome more private Debates 
‘about the Habis in the Time of K. Buzvard V1. aa may be fern in the 
Lives of Bithop Meoper, Rid y, Roger', &c. When bows ver the try iny, 
Hour of Periccution came, thefe Men Innented, that their ‘Lime 
had been {vill employed. ss in facb Kind of Difagrecments among nt 
Brethren. §¢e, eipecially, Ridley's Lutter to Hooper in Pox’, Auts, 8. 

t In prot of thir, te the valuable Syutogma confiffonum, coutin= 
ing the Asticles of dlmoft ali the Prcteflmt Clusches; puntsd in 
3632. 
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ral they fhould prefer for themfelves, and earneftly re- 
commend to others. ‘The great Piety and Worth of the 
‘Men*, who formed the foreign Proteftant Eftablithments, 
‘were certainly great Recommendations to the Eftablith- 
ments themfelves, And, re, fone of the Exiles, 
who were in the Sentiments of thefe Divines, being freed 
from Popifh Perfecutions, upon their Return to England, 
thought our Reformation would never be perfeét tilf their 
Brethren likewife bad adopted all, which they themfelves 
had feen carried on fo happily and fuccefsfally abroad. It 
muft be owned, that they did not enough confider the Dif- 
ference of People, of State, of Numbers, and Extent. A 
fimall Church, like a mall Territory, may be governed 
well by a Syflem, which might throw a larger into all 
manner of Confufion. they Pam therefore firft 
with the clerical Habits: And if the Difpute could have 
ended by Conceflion, it furely is but of little Confequence 
what Garment: Men might wear. Let Thing be done 
decently and im order; and then, whether Minifters wear 
black Coata or white, Gowns or Cloaks, Bands or no 
Bands (which are a modern Invention of happy Uniformi. 
ty), Surplices or none at all; they may join with their 

feople, or with their Brethren at large, in fupplicating the 
divine Blefing, and may expe& to find it. But, as on¢ 
Difference unhappily generates another, the Ceremonies be- 
came the next Subject of open Difputation; and, then 
quickly afterwards, the Difeiplixe, or epifcopal Eftablith- 
ment, of the Church itfelf. ‘There were various Opi 
ons and Withes, upon all thefe Points, among thofe who 
profeffed their Difcontent. And O that a Veil of Ob- 
feurity could be thrown over the many Animofities among 
good and excellent Men, which thefe outward Affairs oc- 
eafioned in our Land, to the Diverfion and Scorn of the 
Papifts, and to the Difquietude and fpiritual Hindrance of 
the Proteftant World! It may candidly be believed, that 
thefe otherwife valuable Perfons did not forefee the Evils 
which might and did enfue from thefe Litigations (though 
they ly were foretold above fixty Years before they 





© In Honor of the Moderation and Catholicifin of the great fore} 
ly 

mauch Veneration for our Eagift Eftablifhroent, and a hearty Defire of 

fraternal Concord. The jecarned Reader may fee many Teftimonics 

of this Kind, colle&ted by ia in his Mie. Sacr. Antig. col. 2 

fc. And our greateft and belt Divines here have formerly declared 

the fame Kindnefs and Reipe& for the evangelical Churches abroad, 
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came to pafs)—-*¢ Evils, which were then more eafy for 
them to prevent, than for their Pofterity to remedy.” Let 
me only add as a Matter of Truth, without meaning to 
give Oo: that there were fome great Faults on both 
Sides; firft, becaufe they quarrel about indifferent 
‘Things; and next, becaufe in their Heat neither Party were 
roperly difpofed to yield in any refpeét or to comply with 
the other. If the Charchmen enforced the Jegal Ditcipline 
with the Arm of Power; fome of the Puritana pufhed 
their favorite Platform in the Spirit of Perverfenefs, and 
‘were as wanting in Moderation of Language, as the others 
poffibly could be in Mildnefs and Forbearance. Both Par~ 
ties urged every Thing to the extreme, inftead of fecking, 
what wife and good Men above all others should feek, fome. 
bappy Medium in which they might join, Whatever un- 
realonable was dered on one Stle, or unreafonably ‘re 
tained on the other, cool Men might have debated with 
Decency, and gracious Men have concluded with Harmo- 
ny. They would have rendered, in fuch an Event, the 
ppofition of mere Oppofers quite inexcufable. al- 
ways eafy indecd to find Matters of Separation; but it 
uires More than natural Skill (though it be natural 
Tntereft and Happinefs) to difcover the Point of Union, 
and a very great Meafure of Chriftian Patience and Self- 
denial to concur therein, when it is found. % 
3+ When Parties were thus unhappily formed, the warm 
Cenfures on hoth Sides foon widened the Breach and gave 
Birth to diflinguifhing Names, Thofe, who adhered to 
the foreign Ditcipline, were called Precifians and Puritans, 
which, in a good Senfe, are Titles of Honor to the Chil- 
dren cf GOD, but, in the evil one, were Sounds of Op- 
pofition to an ecclefiattical Conftitution. After a Seafon, 
many moderaro Churchmen, who valued the Effentials uf 
Religion above all Forms, and who therefore could not 
join in the common Vehemence, and much lets in the De~ 
parture from the great common Principles which after- 
wards follow ed, were alfo dignified by thefe Denominations. 
At this Time, however, there was a general Agreenrent in 
all the great Principles of the Gotpel. “The Difpure (it 
may he faid) was not about the l’ood, but about the Difh 
which fhould hold ir. At length, towards the End of the 
Reign of K. Jamesthe firfl, other Principles began to creep 
in. Their Vigor, it not their Ri our Charch, are 
generally and jufily imputed to Dr. Land. ‘This Prelate, 
the Son of a, Clothier at Reading, had raifed himlelf, by 
the Patronage of the faruous Dake of Buckingham, to the 
ire Lion, 
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Direétion of Charch Affairs ; and being himfelf an 4rmi- 
pian and fail of his Order, be took Cars te introduce fick 
Men and Meafures, as mi promote his Defigns if 
feminating his Principles and of exalting the Splendor of 
the Hiorarcliy- ‘This ambitious and banghty Spirit did 
infipite Mifchief, and farther enlarged the Breaches, which 
were but too wide already, He was the firft who indulged 
the humor of fetting the Church above her own Articles, 
and of bringing her nearer to the fufpicious Neighbour— 
Renegada, the Aschbithop of Spalats, who S08 gave the 

"i rebbi! Spalato, w gave tl 
Namo-of dofrinal Puritans to thofe trueft Sons of the 
Church, who abhorred drminiani/m. His Inventions and 
Ceremonies might have been pitied for their Nonfenfe, if 
they had not deferved Hatred the Rigor, with which 
he enforced them, But, though rigid in the idle Adjuft- 
mente of bowing to the Altar and at the Name of efi, 
and in turning the People’s Faces to the Eaft while the 
Creed was ting, with fuch like infipid Triffes; he 
‘was lax enough in more important Things. The Book of 
ris and the Prohibition of afternoon Sermons on the 
Lord's Days are a ftriking Specimen of the 4rminian Mo~ 
rality. 1 would not mean to fay, that Laud himfelf was 
an immoral Man, in the common ufe of the Term; but he 
certainly had neither the Spirit of an humble Chriftian, nor 
the Temper of a true Father in the Church of GOD : Nor 
indeed hag he the Learning and other Abilities of a great 
His political Aim (for it farely cannot be called 
yeligiows) was to form a Reunion or Coalition with Rome 5 
and'to accomplith this Defign, it was neceffary to removo 
that capital Barrier, the xxxix Articles, fo fong and fo 
frly ‘eftablithed by Law. If that proud Church could 
have lubmitted in fome Points, he feemed to endeavor after 
fach Conceffions in our’s, as might draw her a2 near to 
the other as the Times might allow, It would have been 
a more graciqus Purfuit to have ftudied the Concord of 
the Proreftant Churches, than to have formed fuch world- 
Jy Combinarions of eccleGaftical Pride. Church-Union, 
as well az all other, is indifputably good; but not upon the 
Demolition of effential Truths, nor upon fach grofs Cor- 
ruptions, as put to Hazard the very Vitals of ‘ifttani- 
yo 

4+ Daring all thofe Innovations and Diftractions, a great 
Majority excellent Men were found in and adhered ta 
the Eftablifhment and its Form of found DoGtrines; bat, 
as fach were remoyed by Death, their Places were rate 
uly 





CONCLUSION. gs 


fully filled by Perfons, who were ethcrwife minded. 
Among the former, U/her, Davenant, Hall, Bedell, Ward, 
Wile, and feveral others, are Names to be remembered, 
with the moft venerating AffeGion, for whatever tan bo 
found gracious or valualle among Men. awd and his 
Affociates, to their lafting Infamy, not only oppofed 
Churchmen of their Cornplexion, but feemed fond to have 
them ftigmatized with the Names of Pwritans and Caivi- 
aifts, and fet them up as Marks of Odium and Contempt. 
re People cannot reafon, they are often abie to raik, 
‘On the other Hand, the Parties, who had divided from the 
Church in Difcipline, warmly efpoufed her principal Ar- 
ticles, and imereafed their Friends and Abettors even 
among the moderate Churchmen, who looked upon Land 
and his Friends, a+ Perfone who were fubverting the 
Chorch itfelf, or who certainly were introducing Princi- 
les which could onky end in the Subvetfion of thofe alrea- 
ly eftablifhed. Mfany of thefe Puritans were Men of 
it Parts and indifputable Piety. If they wanted Mo- 
eration, the whole Age wanted it too: It wasa }ay of 
Heat and Contention, which the inflammatory Spicit of 
Laud was very ill cateulated to cool, Hildcribam, Dor, 
Charnock, Sibbes, Reynolds, Afanton, Poole, with maw 
others, are Names, which would do Honor to any Church 
or Country. 
5. Inthe midf: of thefe scciefiafiical Agitations, the Pro- 
i of GOD, in Juftice to Sins of the Nation (at 
the Head of which Ireckon the ungrateful Abu(c of the 
Reformation ancl our general Unthankfulnefs for fo great 
a Mercy), perinitted the Rife of thofe political AvimoG- 
ties, which ended in a dreadful civil War, and in the Over- 
throw of the whole Conftitution both in Church and State, 
‘The popular Leaders, who were generally averfe to Land 
and his Meafures, efpoufing the Party which oppofed the 
eftablifhed Dife ipline, and which was now grown ftrong hi 
Acceffions of Churchmen themfelves through the Increafe 
of ftupid or dangerous Innovations, mixed and increafed 
the civil by their Adoption of thefe religions Iiffentions. 
On the other {3ide, the Court was at no Pains to cone 
ate; or, at leaiz, fiome of thofe, who followed its Views, 
ufed all imaginable Means, whatever was their Defign, to 
aggravate the public Diftra@tions. Lord Falklund, Sir 
award Hyde (afierwards the great Earl of Clarenuon), 
with a few others, were ilhaftrions Exceptions. ‘To its 
Misfortune ov: Difyrrace it muft alfo he faid, that moft of 
the profligate and qupriacipled People of the Age became. 
ol 












96 CONCLUBION. 


of ite Party; and thefe endeavored to honor their own Li- 
ceatioufneis, by oppofing it ro the fevere and exact Deport- 
ment of thofe, whom they feemed glad to condemn as their 
Enemies. But (as Baxter, who was an Eye-witnoels to 
thefe Fadia, juitly obferves) it was the Ruin of the Ki: 
and the Charch, that this immoral Party was encour: 

by the great Leaders in the Country againft the others ; as 
ic might very naturally have beon ex, .  <¢ The de- 
bauched Rabble through the Land, (fays be) emboldened 
by tho Gentry on the King’s Side, and feconded by the 
common Soldiers of his Army, took all that were called 
Parirans for their Enemies : And though /ome of the King’s 
Gentry and faperior Officers were fo civil, that they wou! 
do no fuch Thing, yet that was no Security to the Coun- 
try, while the Multitude did what they lift : So that if asp 
one was noted for a ftri&t and famous Preacher, or for a 
‘Man of a precife and pious Life, he was either plundered 
or abofed, and in danger of his Life: So that if a Mandid 
bat pray in his oa ly, or were but heard be} repeat a Ser- 
mon or fing a tl prefently cried out, Rebels, 
Reundbeads$ and St chae Mowcy and Goods that were 
portable proved guilty, how innocent foever they were 
themfelves. I fuppofe this was kept from the Knowled, 
of the King, and perhaps of many fober Lords of his 
Council: For few could come near them; (and it is the 
Fate of fuch not to beljeve evil of thof that they think 
are for them, nor good of thofe that they think are againft 
them) But, upon my certain Knowledge, this was it that 
filled the Armies and Garrifons of the Parliament with 
fober pious Men.*” The Weight, which thefe gave in 
the Scale, was decifive: Anda melancholy Crifis enfu- 
ed, contrary to the Withes of good and moderate People 
of all Denominations, So dangerous a Thing is it to put 
any Caufe to life upon the Sword, whichis ufually fwayed 
by Mea, who feel their own Confequence too much upon 
fach Occafions, and who have generally Motives enough 
of their own to ufe it for themfelves ! 

6. Under the Ufurpation, there was fearce the Exif- 
tence of a regular Eftablifhment either civil or ecclefiafti- 
eat; and it was with fome Dificulty, that there was fuch 
a ‘Thing agreed upon,asa ftated Miniftry. Where all are 
allowed to act, and where the Number is permitted tq 
ftand for the Wifdom of Heads; it is not to be expected, 
that any cordial or extenfive Agreement canenfue. How~ 
aver, the 4, minian Syftem was generally out of counte~ 
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mance; and the Doétrines of Grace, which had been long 
received by the beft Men both in and out of the late Efta~ 
blifhment, were commonly maintained, under a variety of 
Difciplines, and in all the Confufion of Parties. “At 
Jength, through N , an orderly Miniftry was in- 
creating in ‘Number and Weight, though oppoied by the 
wilder Se€taries, who were averfe to human Obligations 
of al! Kinds. Religion was certainly kept up by the ruling 
Powers, let ‘their ‘Motives have been what they may ; and, 
by the preaching of the Doétrines of Grace freely and 
widely, a vat Company of People throughout the Land 
Jived and appeared in a Manner, that did Honor to their 
Profeffion. 

7. When the Reftoration took place, the ofd Eftablifh- 
ment of the Church revived with it, At this Ti if 
Moderation had poffefled fome great Manager: 
inftead of Revenge, and if the re of true Religion had 
been more operative than the Views of worldly Intere(t 
and Patronage, there was a moft favorable Opportunity of 
healing our former Breaches, and of bringing into union 
a vaft Majority of good Men throughout the Nation. But 
the Succeffors of d, fone of whom inherited his Tem- 
per and Principles with his Influence, were too high in 
their Notions for thefe Humilities ; though the Peace of 
Church and State, and the Salvation of Souls, were deep- 
y concerned in them. Archbifhop Shridex and Bifhap 

Morley, with fome others, have the Difgrace of continu- 
ing Diftraétions, which many, if not alt, the moft eminent 
fen for true Piety and Learning, both in and out of the 
Eftablifament, would moft gladly have healed. Reproach, 
Calumny, and Perfecution arofe inftead of Concord; as 
thongh the Land had not already been glutted with thefe 
Diforders, it became too a Fathion to revile the Diffen- 
ters, without ‘a With ro reclaim them; and, becaule they 
rally maintained the Doétrines of Grace, fome incon- 
fiderate Churchmen, full of rminianifm and its Spirit, 
abufel thefe likewifes Arangely forgetting their own Cathe 
and Subfeciptions to the Articles, which direétly affert 
them. Nothing could exceed the virulent Illiberality of 
fome Clergymen at this Time. It is matter of Grief to 
think of thefe Things ; and I do not regret, that I have fo 
Ketle Room to recite them. Among the People at large, 
it is aflonifhing, how dreadfully Ungodtinefs came in lke 
a Flood: The Wickednefs of the urt was 2 Springy 
which fupplied a very broad and ftrong Current of Immo- 
Falities throughout the Land. To avoid the leait Appear- 
: ances, 
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ances of Puritanifm, Men frequently ran into the moft 
avowed Licentioufnefs. @ ridiculous, if not 
fufpefed of Difloyalty : it became an odd Teft of 
Orthodoxy among many People to vie in drinking Bum- 
per to Church and State; as if Dronkennefs and Debau- 
chery were jaft Criteria o€ Loyalty, or could properly 
Shew that Men had found out night Ways of Salva~ 
vation, All Methods were ufed to decry vital and expe- 
rimental Religion. ‘The inimitable Wit and Scarrility of 
Hudibras gave Point to the Malice of the Dull, and (un- 
der Pretence of expofing (ome undeniable Hypocrifies) fur- 
nithed the Irreligious and the Ignorant, with many an Ar~ 
row likew ife againft that, which their Intereft might make 
iene to be entrae. Thus Godlets, strate ey, Hy- 
pocrify, waa condemned altogether for Hy; ify irfelf. 
About this Time alfo arofe a Set of lear and 
tive Theologifts, who adopted a ie new Met! of in- 
culcating the Chriftian Religion. hey would be neither 
Calvinits, nor drminiens, pofitively; but Churchmen they 
were, though they rather dictated to than followed the 
Church upon the moft effential Doctrines. Burnet, who 
admired them, has given us an Account of their Plan in 
the “ Hiftory of his own Time.*” They were Rationa~ 
Uif's wore than humble Difciples of Chrif’, and, from the 
great Laxnefs of their Principles, received the wild long 
Pitle of Latitudinarians. In order to underftand the Scrip- 
tures, they recommended the Study of Plato, Tully, and 
Plotin, who either never beard of thofe Scriptures, or wera 
Enemies to their Traths. ‘This felf-taught Seét, there. 
fore, inftead of infifting upon the Necefiity of the Hol: 
Spirie’s Influence to know the Things of GOD, w 
the Powers of a corrupted, blinded and fallen Reajon, 
which deferved no other Name from the Apoftie than that 
of the carnal Mind, and which can neither know GOD 
aright, nor truly dgfreto know him. On the other Hand, 
they treated all! the Operations of Grace as mere Cant and 
Enthofiafm ; or thofe among them, who foftened their 
Language upon this Subje&t, reprefented thofe Operations 
asfo inferutably fecret, as to heentirely unknown. T! 
thould have confidered, in their pretended Reafonings, that 
an unknown Operation in Heart and Life amounts to none 
atall. From this Spring, much of our prefent modern Di- 
vinity (and it is juftly enough fo called) took its Rife—a 
Divinity, which beafts of corrupted Reafon for its Au~ 
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Thor, and which leads to a liftlefs undevout Practice as its 
End. ‘But I need not dwell upon this unhappy Topic : 
A learned and pious Author, hath confidered it before me*, 
Suffice it to fay, that, between this wafcriptural Profefion 
on the one Hand, and the encouraged Licentiowinels of 
the Times on the other, Religion received a Blaw in Eng- 
dond, which it hath not recovered to this Day. 4rmixia- 
wifm began the Attack, and tbis rational and hypothetical 
Syftem, introducing as Auxiliaries many other bold and 
{pecious Theories, carried it on; till there was {carce a de- 
went Appearance of Godlinefs throughout the Land. From 
this Epoch, we may trace almoft ail our current Hetero- 
doxies and Corruptions ; infomuch, that we are noted for 
Infidelity and Immoralities all over Enrope, to the Derifion 
of our Popifh Neighbours, and to the Scandal of the Refor- 
mation itfelf, Family-religion to be laid afide, efpe- 
cially among the higher Ranks, for fear of Sufpicions and 
Nicknames; and hence the Chapels of our Nobility, raifed 
by pious Anceftors as the moft auguft Apartments in their 

loufes, became Repofitories of Lumber, or were turned 
into Places of convivial Entertainment. Many of the 
old Country Seats throughout England can fhew thefe me- 
Jancholy Monuments of departed Piety. 

8. Nor were the Diffenters themfelves without Blame. 
It is an unpleafant Tatk, in writing of thefe Times, that 
one cannot utter rath without Cenfure, They alfo had 
their Differences; and thofe, who were. angry with Chureh- 
men for Difcord and Perfecution, found it difficult to be 
at Peace among themfelves. Dr. Qwen and Mr. Baxtcr 
had fuffered fo much by Difputes, that it gave their Ene - 
mies an Advant: when they could not heal them among 
their Friends. “Bipon the Acceffion of K. ames the Se- 
cond to the Throne, his bi Violences brought the 
Churehmen and Defenters hat nearer together, but 
rather more as Politicians than as Chrifiians; for when the 
political Occafion was removed, their Chriftian Affection: 
abated too eafily towards each other. In fhort, no faluta~ 
ry Ufe was le of that Crifis for a more cordiat Union. 

. The Diffenters, tolerated and favored by the Revo- 

9: Y. 
ution, grew at length indifferent to or defpaired of this 
Union. It muk be allowed, that the Motives to it were 
rather leflened than increafed ; not only from ths old Dii- 


© See * Gibben"s Account of Chriftianity confidered,” by the Rev. 
Mr. Milser, P. 233, Sc. - ” 
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pute of a powerful Hierarchy, but from the Inundation of 
“Arminianifa, which with the Rationalifm above mentioned, 
naturally bearing along a vait Colluvies of corrapt Opi- 
nions with them, almoft overfpread the Eftablifhment. 
‘The Ignorance and Irreligion alfo of many of the efta- 
dlithed Clergy, gave reat ‘and juft Caufe of Offence. The 
Diffenters were, befides, too much taken up with their 
own particular Differences, about thia Time, to think of 
more extenfive Agreements ; and this afforded very great 
Griof to the moft excellent Men among them. Nor was 
Concord at all prevalent under this Reign in the Church, 
‘The Revolution had given Birth to a Diftinétion between 
«« High Church” and “« Low Church,” in which there 
‘was icarce a Grain of real Godlinefs, but an immenfe Har- 
veft of political and ecclefiaftical Controverfy.—It is to 
be withed, that Matters of this Kind could be configned to 
everlafting Oblivion. It is right to know them only as the 
Rocks, on which fo many Perfons have fuffered the Ship- 
wreck, if not of their Faith, yet certainly of brotherly 
Affeétion and Chriftian |. 

10. Upon thefe Complications of Principle, our Affaire 
feemed to fubfide; the Diffenters maintaining the moft 
diftingaifhing Do@rines of the Church, and too many 
Churchmen preaching, living, and aGting againft them, yet 
dubfcribing, {wearing to, wal reading them, as the n S 
HA Paffports to Preferment. Free Grace founded from 
the Defk, and free Will from the Pulpit; and both within 
the Space of an Hour. ‘Thus hath the Matter continued, 
more or lJefs, till thia very Day, with refpect to the two 
Parties ; or, if there be any tion, we are forry to 
fay, that it is not forthe better. If Drynefs has increafed 
among them, who held the Truth ; certainly Darknefs bas 
not ictiened among thofe, who departed from it, We have 
had Men of great Learning indeed ; yet Learning is not 
Grace, but moft commonly, when it is not in Subje@ion 
to Grace, renders the Poffeffors more proud and felfith, 
and lefs dependent upon the Divine Bleffing, than they 
probably would have been without it, In thie View, 
therefore, it lofes its beit Advantage. 

x1. About the Year 1740, or rather before, ir pleafed 
GOD to revive his own Work in the Midft of the Land, 
and, by the Inftramentality of a few obfcare and defpifed 
Men, to effect a furpiizing Alteration in Sentiment and 
Praétice. Aa the prevalent Heterodoxy in the Eftablifh- 
ment took its Rife at Cambridge; fo this lively Promulge— 
tion: of the old Troths ami anticnt Principles of the 
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Chorch of Englend, with all its happy Confequences, be- 
min the Univerfity of Oxford. "Tis an Honor, which 
notwithftanding fome poor Proceedings that I with to 
bury in Silence} the ought never to be‘athamed of. She 
owns, with Pleafure, the fpreading of the Gofpel from her 
Quarters formerly under the Name of Wickliffe and Hea- 
wen has owned, with ita Power, the rene’ Jarations 
of its Truths, within her learned Seat, in thefe our Days. 
Since the Date juft mentioned, many Minifters have ap- 
peared in the Eftablifhment, who have been enabled to 
dhew the Life and Influence of that Divinity, which de- 
ferves to be called o/d; hecaufe its Fabric is almoft as an- 
tient as Time itfelf, and becanfe it derives its Plan from the 
very Counfels of Eternity. Some of their Names adorn 
the prefent Volume. Muhitades have been awakened b: 
their Miniftrations to a Life of Faith and Holinefs; while 
it remains to be proved, that ever one Soul was brought 
to the Knowledge of GOD and the Love of Cbrif, hy all 
the philofophical, ethic, or rational Argumentations of our 
{peculative. Reafoners, fince their firft Attempt in the 
eign of Charles the Second to the prefent Time. On the 
contrary, it were to be wifhed, that our People had not 
been reafoned out of the plain fcriptural Syftem of their 
Religion into the very Praétices of the groffeft Infidelity. 
This Fa& will however abundantly prove, that all true 
Underttanding in Divine Things is only to be attained 
through the Holy Scriptures, which were revealed for the 
exprefs Purpofe of making Men wife unto Salvation, be- 
caufe they could not be made wife to that End in any other 
‘Way. Bleffed be GOD, this Work of Grace is yet go- 
ing on; and the Power of Religion has alfo had its Revi- 
val among many of our diffenting Brethren. May we ever 
contend with them upon this Ground, viz. who fhall feck 
moft the Honor of Cérif our Mafter, and who fhall work. 
with the moft Zea] and jufiry for the Salvation of Souls. 
‘This is a Difpute, which may be carried on with Affection, 
and which may happily terminate in our mutual Profit and 
Pleafure. 

Tt might feem invidious in me to notice any Jrregulari- 
ties now exifting in the religious World; but it cannot be 
improper to oblerve the Lenity and Moderation of 
Government both in Church and State, for which as Men 
and as Chriftians we cannot be too thankful, and which at 
real Patriots and Relievers we fhould be careful not to 
abufe. If we are wife Proteftants, not only we, but even 
the found Diffenters among us, muf rejoice in the Prefer- 
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vation of our Eftablifhmcnt, which is the acknowl 
Bulwark of Proteftantifm, and whofe Articles are (as Dr. 
Hammond Vimfelf afferted) “ the Hedge between us and 
the Papacy.” May all attempts to pull down cither be 
perpetually defeated ; for it is to be feared, that anew Com- 
ileron Pnrcactety _ anew fy pl of oar, thee: 
ical fem, would no more ang true 
Provettanitm, than the Decrees of the Coukeil’of LIrent 
exhibit the Doétrines of Jesus Cunist. If, in the Judge- 
ment of GOD, fo great a Curfe fhould ever befall us as 
an Arian or Arminian Set of Articles for Sub{cripti it 
will become the indifpenfable Duty of every real jan 
to abhor fuch an Eftablithment, and to increafe the Num- 
ber of Diffenters, 

12. Bleffed be GOD ; however Men and Conftitutions 
may vary, his Truth thal! ftand to the End of the World, 
and his Gofpel till the laft of the Redeemed is ready for 
Glory. There is a srinrtuaL Crurcn, confifting of 
Chriffs faithful People, and of them onty, gathered per: 
haps out of at] Denominations; and this Church, founded 
‘on the everlafting Rock, is impregnable to every Affaule 
of its Enemies. No Weapon, formed againft it, can prof- 
per. This Confideration fhould afford every true Believer 
great Confolation, under ali dark Appearances either in 
vifible Churches or in the World. is GOD"s Caufe, 
and not Man's: ‘Che Arm, therefore, which fupports it is 
omnipotent and divine. Zhe Lory of Hosts ts with us 
Cinay this Chinth of the Fit born triamph); the Gon of 
Jacob is cur Refuge! 

Anv may GOD, whofe Goodnefs extends from Age to 
Age, and whofe Favor is the Life of Souls, blefs and unite 
this nory Cures at all Times in Spirit and in Truth, 
that it may be eftablithed and profper upon Earth, and that 
many of all Nations may flow unto it. May Difcord and 
every Work of the Flefh be far removed from among 
Brethren ; and may they love, and ftudy to love more and 
more, all of all Denominations, who love our Lord Fefus 
Gbrifi in Sincerity. May the Salvation of the Redeemer 
{prend farther and wider i all Manner of holy Means3 
till the Kingdoms of the World become the Kingdoms of 
the Lorp and of his Gbrif, and till every Tongue hall 
confefs with 1% ‘Tux LORD GOD ‘OMNIP TENT 
REIGNETH ! . 
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Poge 30, L. sas Note, after Oxford aff, read and 
45,3. 2, for provideac ewe, read providence we 
28,1. xx) for the frit of read er. In the running tide of 
this page, for FLava. read Conant. 
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310, L. 35, for M. M. read M. 4. 
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144, 1. 36, for ad 

asx, oe amerons Toad mumerous 
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The information came too lae for infertion in its proper places 

but the Reader will be to know, that the, bie 
in Dr. Dodéridge’s life of Col. Gardiner, pase 15s which the Bod 
allude: to an almoft fmilar inflance of divine vifitation, occurrin, 
« one of the brighteit living ornaments of the church of England, 
and one af the moft wfeful members, which that, or perhaps xny other 
Chrifian cummnnion can boat ;* belongs to Ms. Guisaasaw, who 
was brought to the fall enjoyment of the love and trath of GOD, by 
an incident no lefa furprizing and remarkable. 
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Richard Howe, Efq. Afpley, near Mr. James Langfdale. 
Bedford. 


‘Mr, Huchinfon, Hoxton. 
"The inte Mrs. Hudfoa. 
Henry Hudfon, Efq. Newington 
‘Mr, Hughes, Mitcham, Surry. 
‘Mr. Thomas Hunter. 
‘Mr. William Hunter. 
‘Mr, William Hurft, Homerton, 

J- 
The Rev. Me, Jerment, Kirealdy, 














Fifethire, N. Britain —— John Mayor, A. B. Restor 
Herbert Jones of Shawbery, near Shrewfbury. 
Mr. Johnfton, Stanftesd, Henry Mead, Hackney 
Effex. Mr, E. L. Mac Murdo 
Mr, Edward Jack fon. Alexander Mac Kurie, Efq.M. Ds 
Mr. James Jackfon. Cromarty, N. Britain 
Mr, John James. ‘The late Mrs. Madan 
Mr. Danie} Jaques. Ebenezer Maitland, Ef. 
‘The late Mrs. Jennings. Mrs. Sane — 
‘Mr. Jeffop, Lepton, near Hadders- Pelham Maitland, Efq. Edinburgh 
feid, Yorkftnre. Thomas Pelham Maitland, Elq. 
Charles Jirdein, Ef. ‘Walworth 
Mr, William Johns, Chelmsford. Mr. Markland 
‘Mra, Charlotte Jones. ‘Mrs. Marlow 
Mr. William Jones. ‘Mr. John Marth, Salifoury. 
Mr. Jones Ambrofe Martin, Efq. 
x. Mr. Henry Martin, 


‘The Right Ton. Drrlof Kinnoul yar, Tyan 
Gerrit Karfdorp, Lig. Hamburgh, f 

Seis Mrs. May 
‘Mr. W. Kater. The late Mrs. C. Medhurft, Ag- 
Henry Keene, Efq. Walworth. 
‘Mr. Thomas Kemp. 


‘Mra. Kennedy, Holland. i ‘ 
ihe tate Mre, Killick, Mitcham, Dire: Bauldiatnn, Heenentits Lio” 
ann Mr. Jobn. 
Me. Kates ‘Mars. Van Millegen 
‘Mrs. Miller 
The Right Rev. “the Lord Bithop Mr. Milla 
of London. ‘Mr. Peter Mills 


"The Rev. Francis Leicefter, A. M. Mr, Edmund Monk 
——-—— Mr. Lucas, Shrewfbury Mark Morley, Efq. 
Benjamin Lacam, E(q. New-Har-, Thomas Morris, Efq. Camberwell 


bour, E. Indies, 2 fers 
‘Mis Lambard. ‘Mr, Marrris 
Mrs. JH, Langley, Mr. Richard Mufgrave 


‘Mr. J. Langmead. “Mit Myera 


SUBSCRIBERS, 


N. 
‘BMr, Warner Nacth 
‘Henry Naylor, EG. 
Mra, Neale 
‘The late Mr. Samuel Need, Not- 


The Rev. sae Peckwell, D. D. 
Reétor of Bloxham cum Dighy, 
Lincolnthire 

‘Tho. Penticrofe, A. M. 
Restor of Wallingford, Berke. 

‘The late Rev. Vincent Perronct, 
Shorcham, Kent 

Mr. Thomas Park 

David Parker, 1(q. 

Mr, Edward Parker 

‘Mr. Parker 

John Parkinfon, Ef. 

Edward Parry, E{q, Dunham-ball, 
Norfolk 

Mr, Parry 

Mr. Edward Patimore 

‘Mr. James Patterfon 

Mr. Pearfall 

Me. Peary 

Mra, Perry, Low-Layton 

Mifs Sarah Perry, a Sets 

Mr. Petch, Hoxton 

Mr, Petree, Stockwell 

Henry Pidgton, Efq- 








Jofeph Pratt, Efq. Seacrofi-hall, 
near Leeds, Yorkthire 

John Pratt, EG. Walworth 

Mr. Prefton 


MMe. Price 
‘Mr. John Printup 
Mr. Robert Provolt 
Mr, Elias Pullen 
R. 
TheRev. William Rosati, A.M: 


—— John Ryland, Sen. A.M. 


Northampton, 
+ Jobn Reynolds, Hoxton . 
fquare 


‘Mr. Samuel Randall 

Mr. Redhead, Cambridge 

Mife Redgate 

MiGs Mary Redgate, Hackney 

Mr. Reynolds 

Mrs, Roberts, Senior, » feta 

Mrs. Roberts, Junior 

Mr, Robinfon 

Mrs. Rooke 

Mrs. Ryton 

_ Mr. Robert Rudd 

8. 

“The Hon, and Rev. Me. Shirley 

Lady Smythe 

The Rev. Nir. Scott 

John Hadley Swain, A, Me 
Kenfington Gravel Pits 

Folliot Samiford, Efq. near Houne 
flow 

Mr. Edward Sargeant, 3 fete 

Mrs. Savage, ro fits 

Henry Savory, iq. Brompton, 

Bernard Schmedet, Efq. 

Mr. Will 

1 Mr. Sergy, 











The late James Seton, Efq. Z4in- 
bur, 

Granville Sherp, Eq. 

Thon Slaw, Liq. Newingtoa 

— dhaw, Eq. Walworth 

Mr. Shaw 

Mr. Silver 

Witiam Simpfon, Ef. 


wt 


Mr. Skinner 
Donald timith, K6q. Edinburgh 


SUBSCRIBER S 


Mr. Townfend 
‘The late ~—— Travers, Efq. 


Mrs. Smith, Broad-Green, Croy- Dr. Turnbull, Wellclof Square, 


don, Surry, 2 fets 
Mr. Charics 8ruth 
‘The inte Mr. George Smith 
Mr. Richard Smith, Kingfand 
Mr. Smith 
Society The Alderbury 


Society ‘The Lord’s day at Stepney 


Mrs, Sparks 

‘Mife, Catharine Spence 
Geor~r Spence, Efq- 
Mr. Spenmer 

John Spinus: 
Mr. Joba 
‘Mrs. Eliz. Steeres, Hackney 


Jofeph Stephens, E(q. 
Mr. StepLens 

Mr. Stevens, Staines 

Selkirk Stewart, Efq. Edinburgh 
Mr, Jobn Stevenfon 

Mr. Thomas Stiff 


Mrs, C. 5, Turner, Idington 
u 
Dr. Upeher, Sudbury, Suffolk 
Mr. Thomas Vallance 
‘Mr. Thomas Vardon 
w 
Lady Wolfley 
‘The Rev. Thomss Wilis, A. M. 
Spa-Fields Chapel, Ifington. 
The Rev. Mr. Robert Winter, 
Hammerfmith 


et, Efq, Knightibridge 
‘naked ‘The Rev. Bafil Wood, A. M. 


Stephen Webfter, A. B, 
‘Magdalen-College, Cambridge 

George Wackerbarth, Efq. 

Mr. W. Walduck, 

Mr. Wallis 

Charles Ward, Efq. Kaighttbri 

‘Mr. Jofeph Waterman, Deptt 

Mifé Wauchope, Dalkeith, near 
Edinburgh 

Mr, James Webber 

Samuel Webiter, Ffq. Norwich 

Edward Webfter, Eig. Lilfon-grove 

‘Wilks, Efq. Peckham 

‘The late Mr. Williams, Vauxhall 

Mr, ‘Thomas Whitehead 

Mr. Wilkinfon 





"he mos Hon. the Marchionefs of Richard Wilfon, Et. Bath 


of ‘Tweedale 
‘The Rev. William Taylor, A. M. 
‘spa-Fields Chapel, Iftington, 
Mrs, Talbot, Reading, Berks. 
Mr. Richard Taylor 
Mr. Thomas Taytor 
7 ir, William Tefleyman, York, 
Mr. May Thomas 
Mife Thompfon, Ramignte 
Mr. W. Thoruber 
‘Mr. John Thornton, Wapping-wall 
‘Mr. Timings, z fers 
Mr. Tiuifwood 
Mr. Tooley 


Mrs. Torriano, near Epfom, Surry 
Mr. John Townend, Ringion 


pon Thames 


Mr. George Wilfon 

Thomas Wilfon E(q. Highbury- 
Place, Iflin; 

‘Mr. William Wilfon 

Mr. V ilion 

Mifs Martha Winter 

‘The late Mz. Winter 

Mr. Chinflopher Wittick, 

Mrs. Wood, Hellingbury, North. 


amptan: 

Mr. Spencer Wood 

Mrs. Woolafton 

George Wright, Efq. 
¥ 

Mr. Yapp 

Mrs. Eafter Yargrove 

Mr. Young 


